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To  the  P  arliament. 


He  report  that  I  received  from  the  found 
of  your  oven  Act ,  Parlament  of  Eng¬ 
land  ,  of  the  high  pitch  of  noble  enter¬ 
prises,  and  undaunted  courage  and  ref¬ 
lation,  youY  vafi  and  renowned  Genius , 
moved  .by  a  lufiy  wheel,  bear'd  ye  to 
tnakj  us  a  Commonwealth ;  and  that 
both  in  the  right  Confiitution ,  and  in 
the  right  Reformation  of  a  Real  Com¬ 
monwealth  ,  the  things  that  1  now  move  for,  did  call  for  fteedie 
redrefs  .  and  con  ft 'dering  your  attive  endeavours  in  feeking  to 
wipe  of  the  imputation  of  intending. to  difeourage  the  progrefs  of 
true  Learning  ;  and  now  takjng  notice  ( then  which  was  nothing 
more  )  that  that  gallant  and  vihhorious  Commander  ,  the  Lord. 
General  Cromwel  ,  de fires  in  his  late  Letter  to  your  felves , 
Noble  Senators,  as  afignal  and  acknowledgement  of  thankful- 
nefs  t  o  God  for  the  late  victory  over  the  Scot  ,  That  ye  would  re¬ 
form  the  abufes  of  all  Profeffions  •  Tour  actions  alfo  manifefily 
tending  to  exalt  the  Truth,  and  to  deprefs  the  Tyranny  of  Error 
and  ill  C  ufiome  s,  both  Religious  and  (^ivil  •  whereof  to  this  day 
ye  have  done  well,  whereof  not  to  repent,  were  the  cardinal  mo¬ 
tives  that  induc’d  me  to  pre  font  your  worthy  notice  with  a  dif- 
courfe,  confcious  to  it  felf  of  nothing  more  than. of  diligence,  and 
frm  af'etlion  to  the  Publick  good.  And  that  ye  would  take  it 
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f«,as  wife  and  impartial  men,  obtaining  through  the  good  hand,  of 
God  fo  threat  power  &  dignity,  are  wont  to  accept  in  matters  both 
doubtful  and  important  .what  they  thtnk^ojfcr’d  them  well  meant , 
and  from  a  rational  ability,  I  had  no  lefs  then  to  perfwade  me. 
By  the  fame  nourishment  then ,  by  which  they  flrfl  took  hje ,  l 
feek^to  preferve  them,fiom  which  Sea  this  rivulet  took  its  rife  • 
on  the  fwinge  and  rapt  of  which  mofl  potent  alliciences,  /  dare  to 
expofe  as  freely  what  fraughtage  I  conceive  to  bring  of  no  trifles. 
And  having  had  an  experimentate  opportunity  to  know ,  that  the 
publike  Head  hath  alwaies  an  car  open  ,  anA  J lands  ready  to  fa- 
lute  and  receive  every  glimpfe  and  dawning  of  knowledge,  or  at 
Icafl  cherifjh  thofe  that  do  fo ,  and  looks  every  ingenuous  Head 
fhould  fir  ike  and  vail,  and  commands  the  be  ft  op  every  mans 
thought  s  •  what  can  be  expected  but  that  I  fhould  dedicate  ,  not 
according  to  the  fwelling  Epidemick^cuflom,  though  not  the  Pun¬ 
ctilio's  ,  yet  the  punfta's,  the  full  points,  and  marginal  Unds  in 
the  folio  of  my  burthen’d  thoughts  ?  Dedications,  Iconfefs, 
though  of  themfelves  they  be  of  little  worth,  and  by  me  efleemd. 
light  and  vain ,  as  being  the  adulatory  prodromes  foi  a  mendi¬ 
cant  ajflfiance  of  a  (boulder,  or  ferene  brow  to  the  enfuing  mat¬ 
ter,  yet  they  have  that  command  in  the  refpebls  of  men,  by  r effort 
of  that  which  they  ufe  to  fgnifie,  by  reafon  of  their  impreffion , 
that  like  brafs  farthings  ,  the  flamp  of  the  Royal  Arms  and 
Crown  makes  them  go  the  currant ei  ,t hough  the  matter  debafeth 
them  •  that  fome  whofe  mindes  are  below  the  performance  of  no¬ 
bler  endowments  ,  that  lookjno  further  then  bark  rind  out-Jide, 
dofeekjeputation  by  the  Patronage  of  a  great  Pcrfonage  ;  yet  in 
things  of  fo  high  anature,  and  general  concernment ,  as  the  re¬ 
ar  cfs  of  old  negletted  grievances  and  cu flams  ,  never  enough  to 
be  lamented  *  yea,  the  Reformation  of  the  body  of  a  whole  Art 
that  has  layn  long  eclips'd  and  deformed  ,  fo  worthily  ,  and 
fo  nearly  concerning  your  knowledge  ,  I  fear  to  be  fo  unna¬ 
turally  cruel  to  my  own  reputation  ,  and  the  Minerva  of  my  la¬ 
bours,  as  to  neglctt  the  tenders  of  my  endeavours  to  your  high  no¬ 
tice.  Tis  true,  I  have  longtravel'dwith  a  deflrc  humbly  tore- 
monflrate  to  you ,  Worthies  in  Parliament,  but  have  had  all  along 
the  unhappy  mdijpofltion  from  various  ajfefted  thoughts, to  fear 
to  dtfiurb  and  call  you  flomyonr  emergent  occaflons  ,  the  capi - 


tall  Remora  that  I  have  not  adventured  to  Finch  forth  :  hat  con- 
ftdering  that  publick  actions  are  commonly  uncertain  ,  which  do 
put  on  fever  al  countenances  according  to  the  variety  ofoccajions j 
and  conf dering  that  it  is  alwaies  a  feajible  opportunity  ,  and  no 
time  loft  nor  ill  [pent  tn  affumtng  thsfe  thoughts  in  the  midft  of 
your  mo /?  urgent  dangers,  to  lay  a  model ,  and  draw  the  lines  of 
bappinefs  and fecurity  for  all  po ferity  ;  and  feeing  that  with¬ 
out  prefumption ,  I  may  confidently  believe  the  contents 
conftdered  ,  (hall  not  want  the  jnfi  length  ofi  your  ,  either 
ears,  or  faith  ;  nor  have  /  whither  to  appeal  ,  but  to  the 
ooncourfe  of  fo  much  Piety  ,  Wtfdom,  Learning  and  Prudence 
houftd  in  this  place  •  or  who  more  concern'd  in  it,  and  fo  much 
the  more  to  be  urg'd  then  the  healths  of fiuch  its  you  who  fit  at 
the  Helm,  on  whom,  as  on  our  Deliverers, all  our  grievances  and 
cures  by  the  merit  of  your  eminence  and  fortitude  are  devolv'd  ? 
Or  to  whom  could  I  better  declare  the  loyalty  which  l  ow  to  that 
Supreme  and  Alajcfticf  Tribunal ,  and  the  opinion  which  I 
have  cf  the  high  enfrufted  judgement  ,  and  perfonal  worth  af- 
fembled  in  that  place ,  then  to  your  own  [elves  ?  He  whofe  civil 
and  ferious  accomplifhments  and  de fires,  has  led  him  forth  to  a- 
wait  t  o  obtain  any  thing ftom  the  pub  lick  ,  it  is  not  enough  to 
be  ft  penurious  to  blurt  out  an  occafonal  word  of  it  in  his  Dedi¬ 
cation,  or  Preface  of  his  boo  not  praying ,  or  abfolutely  fayiwy 
that  he  de  fires  it  and  expcEls  it •  nor  giving  them  proofs  not  one- 
ly  that  he  deferves  it  but  that  they  ought  for  their  own  fakes  and 
pcftemty  to  grant  it,  in  regard  they  may  exp  eel  great  profit  by  it. 
For  it  is  an  error  extremely  difadvantagions  to  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  Empire  of  Truth  ,  and  an  error  of  weaknefs ,  rather 
than  a  becoming  (hamfac’dnefs  and  modefty  ,  yea,  a  vitious  hu¬ 
mility, which  will  prove  a  find  of  bafene fs  and  weaknefs,  for  a 
man  to  neglett  his  virgine  thought  s^and  the  impetus  of  his  ffarkj 
lie  inclinations,  or  withold  through  faint nefs  his  worthy  re- 
ejuefts  ,  or  conceal  Meridhn-truths,  which  would  ft  much  con¬ 
duce  and  di (ft  minate  to  an  univerfal  benefit  ,  under  the  covert 
and  eclipfe  of  a  baftful  ftlence  :  and  if  he  know  and  well  conn  den 
the gemlene ft  and  freenefs  of  thofe  to  whom  he  addreffes  to  hear 
reafon  Jpeak he  hath  no  reafon  to  be  aftamed  of  any,  unlefs  they 
degenerate  into  irregularities,  and  e xor bit anciesy  being  fuch  as 
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•he  makes  mecrly  fowhis  own  peculiar  benefit,  to  thofie  from  whom 

in  Juft  ice  he  ought  not  to  exact  any . 

That  u  is  not  thus  with  me  (  Honoured  States )  in  my  harm- 
lefs .innocent. and  humble  requefis  ,  though  otherwife  according 
t  o  your  hi  ah  exalted  dignity  and  renowned  merits  vamoufly  af- 
ferted.  let  the  Series  and  purport  of  this  dtfcourfe  bear  witnefs ; 
which]  if  necejfity  be  not  to  pafis  unconfidered ,  and  charity  be  not 
qnne  (hut  out  of  doors,  cannot, at  the  threfhold .  be  over-looked . 
Charity  therefore  beggs,  defire  fecks  ,  commifer at ion  melts  ne- 
ceffity  requires  the  whole  people  of  the  earth  (  chiefly  heads  of  a 
larger  fiz.e  than  the  vulgar  )  emuloufiy  to  contribute  to  this  un¬ 
dertaking  (of  which  onely  a  hint  (hall yet  be  offered)  namely,  to 
the  reformation  of  the  ftupendious  body  of  Univeriai  Learning  Lin- 
trusses.  Arts  and  Sciences,  efpeciaUy  this  of  Phyfick,  as  to  the  moffr 
important  thing  in  the  world,  wherein  they  have  all  an  equal  in¬ 
ter  eft.  And  /  hope  it  may  happily  alight  into  the  hands  of  fame, 
who  have  both  power  and  will  to  make  this  defire  amd  expedient 
effectual.  L  c  t  not  E  ngla  nd  forget  her  prece <  -  mce. of  teaching  other 

Nations  howto  live  ;  let  her  have  the  honour  and  happmefs  ,  as 

'  in  all  treat  "a  (Tertians  and  undertakings  (he  has  been, Jo  be  the 
leading  Card  and  her  firfi  turn’d  up  practice,  to  be  Trumps  to 
all  the  world  ;  for  itfeems  as  her  alone  Charter  before  any  other, 
that  out  of  her  (hould  be  proclaimed  ,  and  founded  forth  the 
fir  ft  tidings  and  Trumpet  of  Reformation  to  all  Europe. 

J  what  waft  ye  intended  ,  Worthies  m  Parliament  ,  by  Refor- 
motion>  Was  it  the  Reformation  of  feme  Roman  Prelaticalabules, 
and  violences  to  Religion,  and  the  Conferences  oj  men  ?  Was ^ 
the  Reformation  of  Pluralities  of  Bcnchces, .  (  when  I  cllwfhips 
need  as  much)  the  unfrocking _ofa  Prieft , 

bvtcrs  nails?  Or  was  it  more  General  Reformation ?  That  that  (hall 
dlferve  the  name  ,  and  lookjik,*  Reformation  ;  «  of  things  Mo¬ 
ral,  Oeconomical,  and  Political ;  and  as  of  things  for  the  health 
of  the  fotsl ,  fo  this  of  the  body ,  except  your  heads  be  amus  d  by 

fame  unexperienced  Dictator  ,  frozen  S adduces ,  or  fame  o nhers 
of  a  worfe  name,  who  are  lethargically  content  to  fnore  andpleafe 
them  felves  with  the  reverend  nothings ,  follies  ,  and  dreams  [ 
[her  Forefathers,  then  all  is  veil  enough  -.fuel,  Icing  fit  to  be  ranks 
ed  -among  theft  who  fay.  that  thts  of  Phyftckand  bealthofj 


body  ,  is  the  proper  tendence  dud  Metropolitdne  work  of  School* 
Voblors  and  the  Cell  edge.  It's  true  ,  though  it  may  be  anfwer'd , 
That  the  Reformation  in  SDivine  things ,  in  'Religion  ,  in  Worjhip, 
was  the  (fardinal  workyf  School-Divines  and  Ministers  •  (yet  we 
are  not  of  opinion  that  the  tenth  part  of  Learning  flood  or  fell  with 
the  (flergie')  yet  we  fee  Tour  Selves,  honoured  Patriots,  gave  heat , 
Warmth,  motion ,  and  life  to  the  fame  ,or  elfe ,  in  Humane  Reafon ,  it 
might  have  prov'd  abortive  :  They  were  the  Door  to  [hew  the  way 3 
but  ye  the  Hinges  on  which  it  turn’d:  ’ Tis  not  deny'd ,  but  gladly 
confefshl ,  we  have  caufe  to  fend  our  thanks  and  vows  to  heaven 
louder  then  mofl  of  Nations,  for  that  great  me  a  fare  of  Reformation 
and  Truth  which  we  enjoy  :  but  he  who  thir.kj  we  are  to  pitch  our 
tents  here ,  and  have  attain'd  the  utmofl  projfeff  of  'Reforma¬ 
tion  ,  That  man  ,  by  this  very  opinion  ,  declares  himfelf  to  be  far 
fhort  of  the  banks  of  it ,  and  of  whet  the  deflres  and  thoughts  of 
good  and  ingenuous  men  loo  f  for.  Let  England  then  keep  that  ho¬ 
nour  which  hitherto  fhe  hath  had  vouchsaf'd  her  from  heaven  ,  to 
be  the  Cathedral  to  other  Nations ,  to  be  the  Fore-man  to  lend  and 
give  out  Reformation  to  the  world ,  both  in  Religion  and  aArts  : 
it  is  great  pity  (he  fhould  now  fag  in  the  Rere,  and  thereby  have  her 
metempf  euchof  d  Genius  tranfmigrate  into  another  'People,  to  carry 
away  the  Garland  of  Honour  that  for  above  a  demi-Myriad  of 
yeers  (he  has  fat  crowned  with,  and  now  become  the  latefl  and  backr 
wardefl  Scholar, of  whomGod  offered  to  have  made  her  theT eacher . 

3 Tis  as  true,  renowned  Parliament,  that  through  long  Cuflome  radi¬ 
cated  in  the  non- age  of  People  ,  revolutions  of  aAges  do  not  oft 
recover  the  lofs  of  a  re  jelled  Truth ,  for  the  want  of  which  whole 
Tfations  fare  the  worfe.  That  I  therefore, among  others, may  pay  the 
duty  that  is  tributary  to  the  Frame  and  right  (fonflitution  of  that 
prefent  Government,  under  which  we  now  have  the  leifnre  ( which 
Godcontinuej  to  revolve  what  may  make  it  famous ,  and  will  tend 
to  the  Weal  of  it ,  have  not  refufed  the  pains  to  be  Co  fludious  and 
diligent  to  (hew  fome  Grievances  and  Hbufes  in  that  Science,  atho - 
row  Reformation  of  which,  I  have  laid  out  my  bell  wifhes  and  poor 
endeavours  not  to  loofe ,  for  the  want  of  a  feafonable  and  well- 
grounded  fle  a kjng.  <*And,  to  exercife  the  natural  endowment  of 
your  wonted  gentle-brooking  fpirit ,  in  acknowledging  and  hearbning 
to  the  voice  of  'Reafon,  from  what  quarter  foever  it  be  heard fpeakj 
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mg,  let  me  tell  you  ,  hi  that  plain  ne  ft  3  yet  with  that  fcrioufnefs  as 
becomes  on:  (pea  ft  nr  to  fo  or  eat  and  trarave  an  zMffmbly  of  fenftrs 
and  Senators  fitting  in  P  arli  ament /That  the  common  allow'd  Fly- 
(reft,  which  is  at  this  pro  Tent  day  preferibed  ard  prathfed  in  this 
TCation  ,  the  Inventors  o  f  it,  feme  of  them  ,  were  fuch  whom  ye 
will  be  loth  to  own ,  and  of  whom  one  day,  and  perhaps  not  long,  we 
fball  be  perfectly  afham'd.  <>/Fs  though  our  fouls  and  heads  were 
siot  our  own  ;  as  though  there  were  no  Smith  in  England  ,  but  we 
mu  ft  thus  foot  it  over  to  the  Times  of  Trajan,  and  C  ity  cf  P,.rga- 
liius  ;  to  the  Romances  and  Directories  of  fuch  uncircumciftd 
Phi  lift  ims  ,  is  fuch  Barbarifm  and  'R  udenefs  to  the  lofty  Cjenius 
of  this  Tftition,  worfe  then  Indian ,  That  we  fhould  pin  our  faith 
and  knowledge  upon  the  Cabin  of  an  Amen-corner,  when  tie  Ri¬ 
alto  ,  or  Palace  Royal  of  Galenical  P hyficly,  where  they  have 
crown'd  him  with  the  Title  of  Parent  and  tJAIcnarch  thereof, 
(bands  unhung  with  airy  experiment  of  real  good,  and  dev  eft  ed  of 
all  real,  folid  and  fubflantial  vertue  of  Afedicine.  Certainly  the 
Father  of  lights  hath  given  a  divine  and  fingular  tefiimony  of  this 
gift  of  healing,  that  it  is  worth  the  laying  to  heart :  That  he  which 
hath  created  all  things,  yet  fingular  ly  glories  to  be  the  Creator  of 
the  Phyfltian  ;  and  he  to  whom  all  glory  and  honour  is  due  ,  hath 
yet  commanded  to  be  honoured  cnely  our  parents,  and  i  be  P  hyftian 
by  him  created,  when  I  confder  the  flowe  pregrefs  has  been  made 
rn  Phjficft,  and  hew  it  hath  flood  at  a  flay  for  thefe  many  Dec  ads 
of  ye  ers  •  and  been  ob fenced  and  echpfed,  and  fee  hew  other  $yfrts 
daily  have  fenfible  increafes,  and  receive  new  additions,  new  light, 
and  furl  her  per fell  ions ,  (as  to  the  proportion  of  things  as  they 
now  are  )  and  the  healths  and  lives  of  you  our  Govern  ours  conf- 
dered  alfo,  and  fo  much  the  more  I  prefs  it,  noble  Senators  ,  could 
do  no  left  then  urge  me  to  call  to  you  ,  honour'd  and,  memorable 
Parliament,  as  to  a  hand  to  help,  as  to  an  arm  to  uphold,  hold  cut, 
and givjs  command  to  an  undertaking  of  that  lafhng  memory,  that 
fhall  Jpeaftloud,  and  be  a  flately  ‘Parliamentary  Monument  of  your 
magnanimous  example  to  fucceedmg  -edges  :  and  the  annuary  Re* 
gift  ers  of  after-times,  fhall  infer  t  it  in  their  Ephemeris,  and  in  their 
Catalogue  of  notable  things  ;  and  though  not  the  Dominical  yet  i% 
fucb  C  apital  letters,  that  they  fhall  compute,  and  reckon,  From  fuck 
dime,  fo  long .  /  know  yon  ftiow,  that  netwithjl  an  ding  the  man  t 
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overtures  that  have  been  made ,  and  flout  lifts  have  been  given 
towards  this  main  defgne  ,  yet  there  are  many  things  left  to  your 
hands  to  do  •  and  I  wtjb  it  were  in  my  power  to  [hew,  and  your  pa¬ 
tience  to  hear  them  ,  or  view  them  in  their  large  particularities , 
which  mufl  be  fet  down  in  a  general  draught  ortely.  <*y4nd  a 
high  enterpnfe  ( worthy  Sirs' )  a  high  enterprise  it  is ,  and  a  hard , 
andfuch  as  every  feventh  fon  of  a  feventh  [on  does  not  venture  on- 
yet  in  the  boldnefs  of  Truth,  I  {hall  proceed  fearlefs.  Wherein  is 
our  Zdniverfities  reformed,  or  what  amendment  of  her  Fundamen¬ 
tal  C  onftitutions  ?  How  ill  diffofd  are  thefe  few  Colledges  in  tlyis 
Land,  that  fhould  be  collateral  or  fubfervient  to  this  defigne  ?  Or 
■wherein  do  they  contribute  to  the  promotion  or  difeovery  of  Truth  ? 
Where  have  we  Prof  effort  and  Lettures  of  the  three  principal  Fa¬ 
culties  ,  and  how  cold  and  lastly  aye  they  read  ,  and  ca.relefly  fol¬ 
lowed  ?  Where  a  fertous  difcjuiftion  of  all  the  oldfTenents  ?  Where 
have  we  any  thing  to  do  with  (JAtechanick  Chymiftrie  the  hand¬ 
maid  of  Feature,  that  hath  outfnpt  the  other  Setts  of  Pkilofopiy, 
by  her  multiplied  real  experiences  ?  Where  is  there  an  examina¬ 
tion  and  confecution  of  Experiments  ?  encouragements  to  a  new 
world  of  Knowledge  ,  promoting,  complecting-,  and  attuating  fome 
new  Inventions  ?  Where  have  we  confant  reading  upon  either 
<juu\  or  dead  Anatomies  ,  or  an  ocular  demonf  ration  of  Herbs  ?  , 
Where  a  Tfeview  of  the  old  Experiments  and  Traditions,  and  cafi- 
ing  out  the  rubbifh  that  has  pcjlered  the  Temple  of  Knowledge  ? 
How  are  Alechanicks  countenanced  and  encouraged  3  in  the  con- 
cretej  but  not  in  the  ablb'abt,  when  the  illiterate ,rude,  and  the  dregs 
of  men,  and  but  a  farraginous  Syndrome  of  Knaves  and  Fools  hud- 
led  together,  their  habilities  not  being  tempered. nor  confflent  to  er.- 
large  the  Territories  of  Truth  and  Learning  ,  whofe  un  quail  fed 
Intellettuals  unable  torettifie  the  err  ours  of  their  Rcafon ,  cannot 
reach  unto  half  the  advantage  of  their  Knowledge ,  and  are  onely 
ft  to  maintain  Errour  and  their  prefent  Prattice  ,  of  which  many 
of  them  can  give  no  reafon,  and  commonly  but  the  api(h  Prentices 
o  f  fom 0  old  dotard  Citizen  ,  who  have  as  much  wit  as  their  ALa- 
fiers,  and  that , like  knotty  and  crabbed  blocks  has  been  writhed  in¬ 
to  them,  being  tawed  open  by  wedge  after  wedge  ,  and  know  onely 
what  has  been  hammered  into  them  by  ill  Methods  and  thumping 
Tutors }  or e  the  onely  white  boyes,  while  the  rare  Founders  and  Im 
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'venters,  whofl  labours  have  been  [alt  unto  them  ,  who  have  ffent 
much  [we  at  and  oil ,  or  psrfons  as  well  in,  every  degree  qualified 
and  f eafoned  with  fprightly  induftriom  endowments  ,  who  carry 
Mines  and  Forces  in  their  heads ,  and  have  a  greater  vivacity  of 
more  fab  lime  and  refined  fpirits  ,  and  under  [landings  above  theirs 
that  taught  them  what  they  know, are  dejetted,as  being  difiengaged 
from  ingenious  enquiries, and  proofs  o  f  their  towardly  and  man-lihe 
abilities  and  endowments  ,  by  a  cold  requital  of  their  fever  a  l  re¬ 
demptions  of  ‘Truth  3  and  difmijfion  of  their  Intellectual  and  Ra¬ 
tional  or  (JMcchanicfl CUanufatlures ,  with  cenfure  and  obloqui; 
of  Singularities  •  or  a  cold  encouragement  to  perfect  their  begun 
jdxa’s  into  actual  cxifience  and  real  entires  and  fubfl  ant  tali  ties. 
That  this  is  not  then  (  Honorable  Heroes  )  the  disburdening  of  a 
particular fancie >  or  the  humorous  complaint  of  one  fo  addicted  to 
the  mode  of  Melancholy ,  as  to  render  him  dislr afted ,  tefiie  ,  or 
troubleflme,  but  the  common  grievance  (  and  I  do  but  now  mafl 
their  fuflirations  articulate  j  of  ail  thofl  who  have  prepared  their 
rnir.des  and  fiudies  ,  and  tookjheir  flight  above  the  lowe  pitch  of 
Vulgarity 3  to  a.dvance  Truth  m  others  ,  and  from  others  to  enter¬ 
tain  it,  thus  much  may  evince  and  fat  is  fie.  rind  in  their  name  I 
[hall  for  neither  friend  nor  foe  conceal  what  the  general  murmur e 
is  y  That  Truth,  and  the  once-lovely  body  of  Learning ,  is  become 
a  deformed  and  ill-favoured  Medufa,  with  her  treffes  full  of  Ad¬ 
ders  ,  and  her  limbs ,  like  that  of  Ofiris  King  of  Argives  mangled 
body ,  lies  torn  and  flattered  in  as  many  pieces  ;  and  that  they  are  as 
hard  to  finde  and  r  e-umte  as  his  was.  That  there  is  no  pub  like 
■  encouragement  given  to  the  fad  friends  of  Learning ,  fuch  as  dare 
appear  in  a  day  of  need ,  thofe  gallant  indu fries,  imitating  the  care¬ 
ful  fearch  that  Ifis  made  for  her  Ohris  violated  form  ,  that  go  up 
and  down  and  endeavour  to  gather  them  up  limb  by  limb  os  they 
can  finde  them,  and  as  much  as  may  be,  re-compofl  them .  This  were 
the  neer  utter  difheartning  and  diflontentment,  not  of  the  mercena¬ 
ry  crew  of  falfe  pretenders  to  Learning ,  but  of  the  free  and  inge¬ 
nuous  fort  of  fuch  as  evidently  were  eonfiellated  to  Studie,  and  love 
Virtue  and  Learning  for  itfelf,  not  for  lucre  or  any  other  end  hut 
the  fervtee  of  Truth  and  their  Country,  if  they  were  not  really  pre¬ 
luded  and  poffeft  ,  and  eafilj  afured  of  your, gallant  Mentions  and 
enterprifef,  wtthyeurdUve  endeavours  m  feektng  to  wipe  $  [he 


imputation  of  intending  to  difcourage  the  progrefs  and  advance  of 
Learning,  and  to  confute  all  the  fcandals  of  your  deadly  adverfa - 
ri*Sj  who  have  been  flout  SubjeBs  to  the  Anarchy  of*Detraftion3 
and  have  took^all  liberty  to  /peak,  you  worfe  then  Gochs  and  Van¬ 
dals  ,  and  the  utter  defray  er  s  of  all  civility  and  Literature , 
by  the  ferious  compoftng  your  felves  to  the  dejigne  of  che - 
rifling  of  either.  And  when  we  make  refleSlion  back,  of  what 
great  things  you  have  done  for  us ,  equal  to  what  hath  been  done 
in  any  Nation ,  either  ftoutly  or  fortunately  ,  and  what  fleps  you 
have  made  forward  in  this  great  defigne ,  we  are  led  to  believe  a 
gallant  progrefs  you  will  make ,  and  bring  us  backjrom  that  ere  at 
Aifl  ance  we  have  run  in  a  line  from  thefirfr  point  of  err  our,  to  al- 
mofl  its  Urgefl  latitude  and  domination  from  the  tsEquatcr 
of  Trutr),  into  the  true  Cauf-way  ,  and  unto  our  journies  end. 
Now,  how  thts  may  be  effected ,  /  have  neither  vanity  nor  im¬ 
pudence  enough  to  dir  eld  you.  But  he  whofe  heart  can  bear  him 
to  the  high  pitch  of  your  noble  enterprifes,  it  cannot  but  tell  him 
that  the  power  which  he  addrejfes  himfelfunto ,  cannot  not  onely 
do  it  in  a  better  manner  then  he  can  think  of,  but  in  a  fuller  • 
and  may  eafrly  affure  him f elf  that  the  prudence  and  laudable 
far-judging  mdufirwus  diligence  of  fo  grave  a  Maciflrocie 
fitting  m  Parliament ,  who  have  before  their  eyes  the  ' %mne  s  of 
Learning,  and  cannot  be  tnfenfble  of  the  cruelties  and  unfuccef- 
fu  nefs  of  the  ALedical profe  fflon,  one  main  limb  of  ZJniver  fal 
Learning,  cannot  re  jell  the  cleannefs  ofthefe  reafrns  ,  and  the  fe 
ale  gat  ions  both  here  and  within  offer'd  them  ,  nor  can  overlook 
the  neceffty  that  there  is  of  reforming  this  piece  of  Knowledge, 
and  frudymg  more  probable  means  ,  and' finding  out  more  whole. - 
feme,  expert ,  and  rational  ways  of  Healing.  Conceive  it ,  / 
pray  ,  worthy  out  patience  and  notice  to  confrder ,  that  thofe  Arts 
we  freakof \  ar^Theotechnal,  the  Arts  of  God,  or  the  handy-works 
of  that  Procoplaft  ,  in  his  Counter-type, or  Second,  Nature  :  not 
tjofe  petty  att  es  or  Puppetries,  nor  thofe  labor  tons  indufrrious 
Trifles  proceeding  from  the  Arts  pub  likely  prefeffed ,  and  to  the 
dif advantage  of  Truth  allowed  ,  whofe  effects  are  falfe,  and  fit 
for  nothing  but  corrupt  and  violent  ends,  or  to  be  guacked forth 
m  Banhdmew-Fayr,  among  the  numerous  fry  of  thofe  ferious  Ba- 
tfies  ythefrawnof  the  Head-or  Hand,  which  arc  no  Subjects  to 
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the  prudent  Scepter  of  Nature ,  nor  of  her  Fundamentals ,  or  the 
Retinue  to  her  Commonwealth  ,  but  onely  the  wtlde ,  violent , 
regular  productions  of  the  Anarchy  of  Fancte.  Give  me  leave 
totellyou ,  I  will  henceforth  labour  to  obtain  to  have  it  be¬ 

lieved ,  That  the  A  t  which  in  the  fmphcity  of  Nature  God  has 
revealed  is  true  and  natural;  truely  Phyfical,  Nature's  Auter- 
gic3  not  a  whit  bclowe  her  fclf,  though  they  feem  never  fo  mean , 
by  the  which  we  may  attain  to  all  the  fecrets  and  myfieries  in 
Nature .  And  this  is  the  Art ,  the  centre  of  the  Phyfckj  of  the 
ancient  Thtlofophers  •  becaufe  Natural  Philofophy  is  the  Bafis 
or  main  Fundamental  of  AFedicine  :  for  where  P hilofophy  ends, 
there  Medicine  is  to  be  enterprifed,  whence  it's  clear ,  that  fuch 
as  is  the  infight  of  a  Phyfitian  into  natural  things  ,  ( namely , 
whether  it  be  fuperficiafor  profound)  fuch  alfo  will  his  perfection 
be  in  Medicine.  For  He  who  is  ignorant  of  the  myflical  Arcana's 
ofThyfickj 3  of  necefiity  it  will  follow  ghat  the  more  occult  fecrets 
of  Medicine  jhall  be  hid  fiom  his  eyes.  This  is  not  in  the  fpurious 
productions,  and  CololTun  Library  ofG alcn,  that  God  fhould  turn 
it  over  to  him  and  the  Apothecaries.  Iniedta  cx  putredine  Galcni. 
It's  a  bafe  unworthy,  and  terrible  thing  truely,  to  prefer  Ariftotle 
toEmepht,and  condemn  the  Truth  of  God,  to  jufiifie  the  Opinions, 
and  Traditions  of  Alan.  This  is  an  Humour  that  runs  not  in  their 
Euphrates5^W  they  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  any  of  itsTack? 
ling.  Their  Writings  are  fo  fuperfictal,  and  fo  remote  and  alien, 
fiom  the  Centre,  and  true  Alarrow  of  this  Science,  that  the  my¬ 
fieries  and  fecrets  of  Phyfickj  being  omitted  ,  or  by  ignorance 
negleCkcd,  we  catch  at  onely  painted  Butter-flyes ,  and  /peculate 
uot  the  Magnefia  or  fubfiantiality  of  Thyficks  >  but  rather  its 
■Umbraoe  •  not  the  Body,  but  the  Sark,  and  fuperfictal  out  fide,. 
fTis  not rare,  but  very  frequent  with  them,  (  and  fiurely  they  are 
tauvht  from  their  own  experimental  unfuccefisfulnefs)to  admire, 
and  mouth  out  the  fuppofed  perfection  of  their  Art  ;  and  yet  they 
have  nothing  in  their  mouthes  but  Ars  longa,  Vita  brevis  ;  and 
true  enough  :  for  they  cure  either  late,  or  never ,  which  makes 
their  Art  long:  but  they  kjH  quickly,  which  makes  life  fhort  •  and 
fo  plowing  with  their  heifer  ,  the  Riddle  is  expounded.  A  SeCi 
there  are  of  people  in  this  Nation  who  make  a  great  famous  buz. 
cf  the  Spirit ,  but  it  it  but  hke  fome  Dor  ;  who  fay ,  they  fee 


God  in  all  and  every  thing.  I  wijh  it  were  true  ;  hut  let  me  deal 
■plainly.  An  evil  Jpirit  is  gone  out, to  feduce  them  to  lye  unto  them - 
[elves,  and  to  the  Truth  of  God.  For  thofe  things  tjpey  fee ,  hear, 
tafle ,  and  handle ,  they  know  not  what  they  are  ,  neither  without 
nor  within  themfelves.  He  is  too  inward  in  the  private  Cells 
and  Receffes  of  his  Creatures  ,  for  their  [hallow  and  unhallowed 
eyes  topenetrate ;  and  none  of  them  all  can  fee  him  without  fire, 
not  the  Chymtfis  Kitchin-fire ,  but  the  true  Philofophical  fire. 
Or  that  which  freely  encompaflfeth  all, 

And  makes  but  one  bare  Individual!. 

There’s  none  fees  him ,  but  he  who  as  if  he  were  looking  fed - 
fafily  on  him  when  he  was  about  his  hebdomadal  work_  of  the  He- 
xameron  Fabric!^,  can  face  him  in  his  fever al  operations  and 
productions.  And  if  yonder  Sun  ride  fure ,  fo  [hall  he  know  all 
things  that  Art  and  Nature  can  tutor  him  in.  The  God  of  all 
grace  and  good  gifts  grant  then,  that  we  may  ferioufy  compofe 
our  [elves  to  apply  to  the  declarations  of  Himfelf  in  kis  works 
of  the  Creation,  and  lead  me  by  the  hand  to  receive  Truj^h  fom 
himfelf  ,  and  give  it  out  to  others.  PVhat  I  have  to  offer  then, 
mufi  be  but [hort ,  (  and  like  a  Mercury,  onely  point)  yet  to  the 
yurpofe  ,  becaufe  I  have  but  fomething  to  fay. 

Be  pleafcd  therefore  not  onely  to  make  fome  fieps  forward, 
wherinye  do  well ,  but  a  found  progrefs  in  fetting  upon  the  effectu¬ 
al  advancement ,  not  the  bare  permijfve.propagation  of  Learnings 
and  to  that  end  to  promote  an  Academy  of  Philolophick  freedom, 
to  call  together  the  wife  counfels  of  prudent  and  well-inf  ruCled 
men  ,  of  what  Liberal  Profejfon  foever ,  of  eminent  Jpirit  and 
breeding  ,  joyn’d  with  a  dijfufive  and  various  knowledge  of  Di¬ 
vine  and  Humane  things,  able  to  balance ,  and  deputed  to  define 
Good  and  Evil,  Right  and  Wrong  ,  that  they  may  make  it  their 
defigne,  and  joyn  their  counfels ,  and  lap  out  their  endeavours  to 
work^off  the  inveterate  blots  and  obfcurities  wrought  upon  our 
mindes,  and  brought  upon  the  Literary  Re  pub  l  ike  of  Vniverfal 
Learning ,  Languages ,  Arts  and  Sctences  ,  by  the  fubtil  infinn- 
ating  of  Errour  andCufiom.  •  , 

Secondly,  That you  would  call  forth  fome  ,  and  enable  them • 
with  Authority  to  fee  the  ZJniverfities  reformed  and  laborioufly 
rummig’d  in  her  finpendious  bidk^of  Learning,  that  fo  the  great" 

Ocean 


Ocean  of  Vniverfal  Knowledge  flowing  from  thofe  Promon¬ 
tories..  may  run  pure  and  fair  in  this  Nation  ;  and  that  they  may 
be  reduced  to  their  primitive  Conflitution,  and  ferve  to  a  nobler 
end  then  to  water  and  nurture  the  voung  Nurfery  of  green  Jprigs 
onely  ,  but  the  Oakj  alfo ,  and  well-accomplifhed  Sub  eSts  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Literature  That  Jo  our  Touth  may  not  be 
train'd  up ,  or  inflrulled,  nor  receive  in  their  Pupillage  the  feeds 
of  Errour,  and.  the  deflruSlion  of  men.  For  fo  long  at  they  are 
tutor'd 'in  thofe  untrue  Notions  ,  and  corrupt  Elements,  Do¬ 
ctrines,  Opinions ,  and  Principles  of  Naturalities  ,  and  that  of 
Pagans  and  Infidels  too ,  till  the  body  of  Phyflck^be  changed  and 
reformed,  there's  little  hopes  that  a  better  Sanation  of  Difeafes , 
or  a  Amelioration  of  the  languid  condition  of  men  and  women 
will  follow,  then  what  has  been  hitherto  .  and  what  that  has  been , 
let  the  clamours  of  the  Sicfi.,  and flanders  by  ,  the  cries  of  Wi¬ 
dows  and  Orphans ,  and  the  ocular  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  Phyfltians 
in  their  own  practice  ,  decide  ,  whether  the  things  that  I  now 
move  for,  chiefly  as  to  this,  and  the  premifes  within  confldered, 
do  not  % roan  for  a  Reformation  •  therefore  de ferve  not  to  be  over¬ 
looked  ,  if  the  mofl  urgent  and  exceffive  grievances,  happening 
in  the  Medicinal  Profejjion ,  be  worth  the  laying  to  heart,  which, 
unlefs  Charity  be  far  from  us,  cannot  be  neglebled. 

Thirdly  ,  That  you  would  reform,  as  was  hinted  before  ,  the 
abafes  of  all  Profejfions . 

Fourthly  ,  That  the  Temple  of  rElculapius  might  like  that  of 
Janus,  with  his  two  controverlal  faces,  be  fet  oven.  And  that  it 
may  be  allow'd  and  granted  for  the  glory  of  this  Nation,  and  the 
oood  of  the  people  thereof,  that  the  whole  Syfiemc  of  Practical, 

, 'as  well  as  Theorical  Phyfick^,  may  be  calculated  by  the  Aftrolabe 
of  dear  Reafon  and  Experience  ,  to  fee  if  the  Light  and  Know¬ 
ledge  thereof  cannot  fcjuare  to  a  greater  meafure  and  perfcdion,  - 
beyond  the  Lines  of  Galens  degrees  and  complexions  ,  or  the  Pe- 
ripateticks  Elements  ,  or  the  conflicted  difciphne  of  Coe  :  or 
whether  the  Cruie  cf  the  knowledge  and  power  of  Healing,  can  run 
no  other  Oil  then  what  is  fublimd  and  drawn  off  by  an  z/blembick^ 
of  a  (folledge-D ifpenfatory . 

Fifthly,  /  would  obtain  to  have  it  appear,  that  the  daily  inflight  of 
Phyfltians  into  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  own  practice  from  that 
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veffcl  of  Thjftcky  which  was  not  long  ago  broach'd  ,  and  exhibited 
from  their  new  and  late  polifb't  Pharmacopoeia  ,  do  not  defcrve  to 
be  thought  worth  our  patience  to  expect,  and  fiudy  and  labour  to  at¬ 
tain  t  a  a  richer  liquor  of  knowledge ,  of  more  refin'd  fpir  its  then 
what  the  Sympofiacks^r  Galenical  bruage ,  and  dry  banejuets  of  the 
(folledge  (  whofe  fafhion  it  is,  like  the  belly-Tricfis,  not  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  any  that's  beneath  them  tn  cloaths  )  have  fever'd  in  ,  and 
ttjker'd  to  us  in  the  Cratera  of  their  D/fpenfatory  ;  and  that  a  life 
wholly  addicted  to  ftudies  and  practice  m  the  mechanic f  operations 
o/Pyrorcchnal  Science  ,  ought  to  open  the  windows  of  its  Intellect 
Eafiward,  if  he  expctl  a  greater  light  in  P  by  fid \  then  what  Galen 
has  beaconed  up  to  ms  ,  and  comes  Occidental  in  at  the  Colledges, 
Cafements. 

Sixthly,  That  the  mofi  excellent  and  natural  Art  cf  Chymifiry, 
fcarce  yet  beyond  feeming  uncouth  ,  and  unheard  of ,  as  being  the 
Terra  incognita  in  the  old  world  of  Phyfcfi,  may  be  called  from 
her  Oftraciim  ,  and  may  with  eye  open  and  allow'd  be  call'd  to  the 
bar,  to  the  touch,  and  her  readings  reviv'd,  and  operations  gratifi'd 
with  your  countenance  ;  for  they  whom  this  thing  concerns ,  will  not 
receive  thefe  things  from  a  private  infir uUi on  ,  whereby  it  eafily 
appears  that  it  is  not  reafon  now  adayes  that  f at  is  fie  s  and  fiber  ns 
the  common  credence  of  men.  Perhaps  in  time  to  come  ,  others 
that  refpecl  a  publike  good,  and  have  not  their  underflandtngs  de¬ 
vour'd  and  made  infenfible  by  the  itch  of  gain  ,  will  know  how  to 
efieem  what  is  not  every  day  put  into  their  hands  ,  when  they  have 
marks  events  ,  and  better  weigh'd  bow  hurtful  and  umvife  it  is  to 
hide  a  pernicious  rupture  under  the  ill  counfel  of  a  bafhful  file  nee. 
If  no  body  will  after  me  thus  fecond  their  own  occafions  ,  they  may 
fit  hereafter  and  bemoan  themfelves  ,  to  have*negleUed  through 
faintnefs  the  onely  remedy  of  their  heavy  fufferings.  what  have 
I  left  to  fay ,  but  your  own goodnefs  to  effay  ,  and  to  attend  when 
you  (hall  be  tnvind  from  thefe  poor  refietttons  to  take  the  advice  of 
more  noble  thoughts  and  vafi  confederations  ?  It  remains  ghat  I  ex¬ 
profs  my  felf  to  wait  for  the  accomplifhing  of  thefe  things  wrought 
into  me  by  your  own  defignations  and  Ponfequencies  from  your  lau¬ 
dable  endeavours  ,  by  making  good  wtfies  ,  and  breathing  after 
thefe  huge  attempts,  the  purfuance  whereof  (hall  embalm  your  me-  - 
mories  to  all  pofierity.  And  now  I  draw  towards  an  end ,  /  feel 
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my  f elf  (  as  thofe  who  at  the  beginning  of  no  wean  endeavour  are 
heightned  and  depreffed  )  v  art  on  fly  affected  ,  and  might  have 
re  fed  namelefs ,  but  that  an  undertaking  of  that  nature  ,  not  infe - 
riour  to  the  highest  pitch  of  a  true-bred  manlinefs,  and  the  very  at¬ 
tempt  of  this  addrefs  thus  made  ,  and  the  thought  of  whom  it 
hath  recourfe  to,  hath  <^ot  the  power  within  me  to  a  paffion ,  ( though 
other  wife  retired  )  far  more  welcom  then  incidental  to  a  Preface, 
whi’ch  hath  excited  me  to  pray,  That  the  fate  of  Learning  may 
tarry  for  no  other  Reformers,  and  hath  nurtur'd  me  to  that  growth 
of  gratitude  and  due  refpeEls  in  acknowledging^by  whofe  indefati¬ 
gable  vertues  ,  extraordinary  prudence ,  and  laudable  aft  tons  and 
refoluttons  ,  /  have  the  freenefs  ,  quiet  leifure  and  good  will  t% 
fubferibe  my  felf 


The  Honourer 

and  ftrift  ftudious  Obferver 

* 

\ 

of  their  noble  Worth 

andOoodnefs, 


•r* 


Tfoab  ‘Biggs . 


Ognitio  Naturae,  3c  cfTentiae,non  lumitur  ab  efte&ibus 
impropifs  adjacentibus,  &  accidentalibus  ;  fed  a 
cognitione  Principiotum.  8c  Seminibus  rerum,  quae 
hadtenus  Scbola  Peripatetica  ignoravit. 

Nam  ut  ut  nacurale  ingenium  8c  acumen  judicii 
Pbilcfophushabcat ,  nunquam  tamen  ad  rerum  na~ 
tui'alium  radictm,  aut  radicalem  Icientiam  admittitur  nifi  igne. 

Per  noftram  Mechanicam  fcientiam  intelle&us  eft  re&ificatus ,  vi 
experiential ,  refpe&u  oculi ,  &  verae  notitiae  mentalis.  Imo  expert 
cntiae  noftrcE  ftant  iiipra  probations  phantafticas  conclufionum, 
ideoque  nec  eas  tolerant  :  led  omnes  alias  lcientias  oftendunt  vivaci- 
ter  intrare  in  intelle<ftum  •  unde  deinceps  intelligimus  per  naturam, 
intus  illud ,  quod  eft,  &  quale  eft.  Quin  per  talem  fcientiam  >  In¬ 
tellects  ftat  denudatus  fuperfluitatibus  3c  erroribus ,  qui  ipfum  or- 
dinari  6  removent  a  veritate ,  propter  praefumptiones,  &  prae judicata, 
credita  in  conclufionibus.  H<nc  enim  noftri  le  direxeiunt  ad  intran- 
dum  per  quarnlibet  fcientiam  in  omncm  experientiam ,  per  Artemi 
juxta  Naturae  curium,  in  iuis  univocis  principiis.  Raymundw  Te~ 

Per  hoc  genus  demonftrandi ,  fugiet  a  te  omnis  obfcuritas,  &  ac- 
quiretur  tibi  omnis  fortitudo  fords  vincens  omnia  fubtilia  ,  3c  lolida 
penetrans.  Tabula  Smaragdina. 


To  his  honoured  Triend, 

The  Learned  iA  VLHO 


THy  youth's  adorn'd  much  like  an  ancient  Sage, 
And  Plato's  fpirit  flows  th’row  ev’ry  page. 

I  much  admire  chy  vertue,  Heroick  foul. 

That  dares  fo  many  Anakims  controul  • 

Whole  hoary-headed  Cuftom  well  might  flay 
Thy  well-tund  Spheres,  until  a  fpringing  ray 
Of  Truth  approach  ,  expofing' forc’d  Difguife 
To  the  perfpicuous  view  of  vulgar  eyes  : 

Then  mightft  thou  calmly  pafs,  and  in  thy  zeal. 

Free  from  all  letts,  thy  a&tve  fires  reveal. 

But  fincc  th*arc  fcarlefs,  go  forth,  noble  Heart, 
Vercues  Embleme,  Elia  Leila  s  Art. 

r.  %_ 

Myftica-Phyfophilos. 


*  < 


To 


To  his  honour’d  and  well-accomplifh’d  friend, 

on  his  LMntxt/techmatria,  vulgaiis. 

HOwlike  the  morn  the  Harbinger  of  Day, 

Thy  Lines  f  th’  blufhing  Eafi  their  rays  dilplay  ! 

And  ancient  Hyle  in  form,  appeareth  light, 

The  great  Preserver  of  all  earthly  Might : 

Whereby  we  know  that  in  the  Centre  bleeps 
A  quickening  Spirit,  which-,  all-feeing,  keeps 
Bodies  tweet  contort  :  yet  the  darkibmc  minde 
Of  moft’s  to  Outward  Remedies  inclin’d  : 

Compofitions  crude,  and  undigejled, 

As  Nature’s  folc  Guardians,  are  invefted. 

Rut  feeing  they  do  break  the  facred  Bound 
God  let  to  Creatures  ,  and  their  folly  lound 
Th’rowout  the  Earth,  I’ll  litm  their  fate,  arrd  call 
This  Book ,  as  it  fhall  prove  ,  Impojhtres  Fall* 
j4bufersvc\ uft  be  whipt  w'hen  once  they  aw 
Natures  own  Edibls  by  a  Colledge- Law. 

That  Simple  hone  fly  they  lcom,  has  Fame, 

And  dares  meet  any  that  hath  breath  or  name 
In  Reafons  Lifts :  and  for  fond  Ignorance, 

Time  turns  the  Wheel ,  till  Wifdom  up  advance. 

Scandal  in  Print,  by  them  on  others  caft, 

Shall  come  to  nought ;  'tis  Truth  can  onely  laft. 

Whole  childe  this  is,  will  own  it :  let  them  lay, 

’Tis  neither  Truth's  nor  Errours ,  Night  nor  Di^, 

Lell  by  Conclujions  they  too  loon  declare 
Who's  ignorant,  and  who  the  knowing  are. 

Humours  are  natural  in  them ;  their  skill 
In  Phyjicks  runs  in  Elements .  My  Qjill 
Is  to  leek  the  Seminalty  of  things 
That’s  cover’d  in  thele  Lines ;  the  pleaiant  Springs 
That  lead  unto  the  Fountain’s  bublinghead, 

Whole  bleeding  tears  drop  after  drop  hath  fed 
The  flames  of  her  Joves  fires,  till  one  in  one 
Sprouts  forth,  mantl’d  by  all ,  though  leen  by  none . 

c  a 


A 


A  my  flick  Birth.  Dame  Nature  in  a  cloud. 

A  midnight -fun  ;  but  not  without  a  Hi  loud. 

How  unlike  are  the  Potions  moA  do  hug,  --  '•  • 

Which  flow  from  corrupt  Roots  and  mortal  Drug 
That  invade  Sol's  own  Throne,  withdilmal  fear  ! 

Which  if  reduc’d  to  tlv*  ONE,  would  trucly  chear 
The  wearied  parts  with  reft  and  quickly  lend 
Such  unleen  fires ,  Corruptions  veil  fliould  rend. 

Nature’s  lweet  Parent , .  that  in  thy  fill!  Diets 

SendA  forth  fuch  Sweets,  as  all  that  know,  pofiels.j 

What’s  for  the  vulgar  eyes  unfit,  here  Thou 

In  [hades  to  wile  men  fecrets  doft  allow 

To  beexpreA :  moll  happie  is  that  heart 

Seeks  without  vanity  to  bear  a  part 

In  thine  own  Qjire :  for  My  Aerie’s  mufick’s  fweet  • 

(So  filent groans  with  Heavens  Ecchoes  meet.) 

Where  Virgin-earth  modeflly  doth  cover 
JWale  and  Female ,  Loving  and  a  Lover. 

Thele  fhadow’d  glories  do  here  reprefcnt 
The  image  of  thy  Minde,  io  much  intent. 

That  from  one  Principle,  already  ptifi, 

Does  to  the  acmieLight  with  lpeed  make  hafie, 

And  from  the  Af other,  to  the  F  at  her  hie  : 

For  Lamps  burn  dim,  to  him  who  Sol  docs  fpie. 

Damn  not  thefe  Glories  then,  y’  oflentsof  Pride, 

Wholeidger  lie  at  Cenfures ;  nor  deride  : 

Whofe  Brains  wear  midnight,  ne'er  fh all  lee  thole  (Lowers 
©(  lweet  Perfumes  that  lpringfpom  Nature's  Bowers; 

Where  Cab'nets.  unlock’d  Aand,that  would  benight 
Critick  fpcdlators  with  redundant  light. 

And  lead  men  th’row  the  clouds,  unto  a  Sun 
Shall  never  jet  till  Nature’s  courle  be  run. 

Which  Burnings  no  man  fees,  that  can  depart 
Till  in  thole  flames  he  iacrifice  his  heart. 

Who  feeth  this,  will  loon,  with  me,  allow 
|This  Work,  and  to  the  Author’s  Spirit  bow. 

i fames  Villtvitrs , 

}ef.  Coll.  Cantab. 

,  To 


W 


TVVas  boldly  ventur’d  ’gsinft  the  Idol  (  Art) 
' 


Thus,  fince  you  meant  to  ftrike5to  pierce  to 
Nf  rlefs  difcreedyin  you  to  defpire  (th’heart : 

Old  reverend  Errors  toxTruxtis  Novelties. 

You  vc  undeceiv’d  the  world  *  reduc’d  in  one 
What  once  lay  fcatter’d  in  confufion  z, 

Taught  {ingle  preparations  to  fnpply 
Mix’d  monfter-Forms  of  multiplicity  : 

N ot  in  Co  large  nor  naufeous  Dofe  to  ftate 
A  (uccedaneum  to  c Metbridate  • 

But  more  fuccefsful  ( in  whofe  Extratt  lies 
No  lurking  drugs  of  difeord  qualities.)  , 

Your’s  in  Lifts  loweft  Ebb  might raife  a  flood. 

And  refubhme  the  fpirits  of  the  blood  : 

Or  (  Phoenix* like )  Mm's  afhesfeem  toturn 
Into  New  Man,  calcin’d  in  his  own  Urn. 

Our  baffled  Maxims  now  atlaft  may  tell 
Tls,  we  miftook  them  for  infallible  5 
As  if  whole  Nature  had  in  pupillage  been 
Unto  one  Galen  or  an  Avicen • 

the 


... , . 


The  AH  forfuch  observance  we  repeal,' , 

.As  void,  'caufe  never  fign'd  with  Hermes  Seal. 

But  what  needs  all  this  Train?  which  doth  but  run 
Like  Lucifer  before  the  riling  Sun  * 

And  wirh  our  dimmer  7 avers  drive  in  vaifi 
To  (lie w  thy  Luflre  i’ch’  c Meridian  y 
Who  (hineft  belt  by  thy  own  light ,  whilft  we 
Shadow  thy  praife  with  our  obfeuritie. 

/lisonely  our  Ambitions  hither  clime 

T’inrol  our  names ,  and  bind  them  up  with  thine. 

The  honours  great  enough  for  us,  if  we 

Are  onely  read  by  fuch  as  admire  Thee . 

Our  memories  might  cl/e  been  drown’d  i’th*  dark;, 
Had  they  not  fwum  for  refuge  to  thj  Ark. 


%/B.  Iatrophilos. 


The  Summary. 


!•  f*  ■  VHc  difficulty  of  difcourfe 
§  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Mind,  without  which, 
it’s  but  a  difeurfion  onely. 

i*  The  Author  preffed  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  matter ,  and  the  thoughts  of 
being  tedious  in  this  work. 

3.  Some rrafonsofhis  Appeal  to  the 
Magiftrue. 

4.  A  j'ltural  difpofition,  and  unna¬ 
tural  diftemper  in  us  to  fwallow  impli¬ 
citly  tnofe  things  which  are  as  poyfon 
to  us,md  with  a  nauftous  relu&ancc  to 
kick  at  good  food. 

5  The  common  fate  already  ad¬ 
judg’d  of  the  Authors  intentions  ,  and 
this  his  undertaking ,  by  ignorant  and 
unadviftd  pretenders. 

6  Hts  being  tempted  to  be  filent, 
and  leave  thefe  things  to  time. 

7  The  Authors  proteftation. 

8  Every  poynt  in  Phyfick,  cannot  in 

th;s  work  be  touched  ;  and  more,  is  a 
woik  too  low  for  the  Author. 

9  The  Science  of  Phyfick  at  this 
Day,  found  ro  be  a  meer  impofturc. 

10  Its  authority  is  more  from  our 
deluded  credulity ,  then  its  own  real 
verity. 

n  The  two  grand  Se&aries  inPhy- 
fick,  and  their  cia/hif  g  deferibed. 

1  z  They  hive  made  it-  a  hard  uneven 
path,  and  danger  oas-way. 

13  Some  bad  rather  be  not  good, 
then  net  great  Phyfirians. 

14  Thole  twins,  grave  obfiinacy, 
formal  ignorance,  arc  the  caufe  of  j 


-the  flow  progrefs  in  Phyfick  to  this 
very  day,  and  of  all  the  miferie  at¬ 
tends  and  fallows  ir. 

1$  The  profeffion  of  the  Author, 
why  he  fell  t  igbc  down  on  the  pra&ick 
part  of  Pfe;,  fick. 

i5  The  Studies,  Books,  Councels 
and  piadices  of  Phyfitians  found  of 
nothing  but  trifles. 

17  A  brief  Summary  of  the  g^and 
helps,  and univerfal  remedies  of  Phy¬ 
fitians  at  this  day; 

18  1  he  Authors  flume  ,  that  we 
fhould  both  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick 
be  the  Apes  and  Zinies  of  ignorant 
fellows  in  Nature- 

19  The  Archetype  not  being  good, 
intbe  tmicrftinding,  our  imitation  of 
it,  mud  be  as  bid. 

20  Nature  loatfes  the  impurities  and 
crudities  ofcurcommon  medicinesat 
this  day  in  the  /hops. 

21  The  dtfeafes  of  the  medicines 
arefirft  to  be  cured, 

22  Cuftom  and  her  adherents,  ano¬ 
ther  reafon  of  the  little  profit  in  Phy¬ 
fick,  efpecially  the  pharmacentickparc. 

23  The'  refpeft  had  to  Antiquity, 
another  errour  extreamly  prejudicial 
to  the  advancement  of  Sciences. 

24  The  neccffityof  acquiring  new 
knowledge  in ,  and  perfe&ing  the  Arc 
of  Phyfick,  is  dcmonftrable  from  the 
defeat  thereof. 

2$  Phyfick  a  Science  which  ffieuld 
reach  a  nun  fo  perfedly  to  under ftand 
Nature, that «  might  be  cafe  for  him  to 

Sxemps 


.  I 

•\ 


exempt  himftli  from  all  kinds  of  j 
difeafes.  ' 

26  It  ought  robe  tBefubjeft  of  our  : 
lamentation,  that  other  Atcs-andPro-  j 
feflions  every  day  receive  new  light  and 
further  perfe&icn,  and  this  of  Phyfick 
little  or  noncat  all. 

27ThetediousLe£lnrts  of  Anatomy 
foi  thefe  two  thoufand  years  ,  with  the 
curious  infpeftions ,  have  not  better  d 
the  Phyfiti.ms  of  this  day ,  one  jot  in 
the  fanation  of  difeafes. 

28  The  Author  defires  this  maynot 
be  publiih’d  ,  rothe  diihonourof  this 
Nation,  for  the  faults  of  fome  few. 

29  The  time  is  a  coming,  when  it 
fhall  be  a  by- word  and  fhame  to  be  a 
good  Phyfitian. 

30  Heading  no  way  conducible  to 
knowing. 

31  Gafen  not  at  all  known  in  Pyro- 

technal  Pby'ofophie,  nor  never  law 
Rofe- water. 

32  The  falfity  of  that  faying,  The 
T)  fcafe  known,  it’s  half  way  to  the 
Cure. 

33  The  vanity  of  the  Phyfit tans  ap¬ 
plying  themfelves  to  the  Galenical  tem¬ 
peraments  of  heat  and  cold,  in  the  vul¬ 
gar  Phyfick  of  the  fliops. 

34  All  the  medicines  of  the  (hops 
in  Antipodean  pofition  to  our  bodies, 
and  the  difeafes  of  our  Country. 

\3f  The  Schools  ignorant  of  the 
Quiddities  and  Dihoties  of  things.^ 

36  The  Schools  have  introduc’d, 
and  Pbyfitians  know  onely  a  palliative 
Cure  of  Difeafes. 

37  The  bald  fhifts  of  the  fchools 
in  rendring  difeafes  as  incurable,  and 
luroingthem  over  to  thefimple  rules 
of  diet. 

g8  Pbyfitians  begin  to  be  fenfible 
of  their  own  delofions,  their  unfuc- 
cefsfulnefs,  and  infelicity  of  curing. 

39  The  Galenical  Phyfitians  fear  to 
'  be  out-gone  by  the  Chymifts. 


'40  Speculation  has  darkred  the 
glory  of  praftice,  and  is  the  pattern  of 
idknefs. 

41  The  eff.db  of  Phyfick,  more 
like  a  Shambles,  then  a  Sanctuary. 

42  Among  all  Arts  ,  none  more 
inhumane  then  Phyfick. 

43  The  Authors  ftudy. 

44  Toomuchofopinioninthem- 
telltdual  Art  of  Ghymiftry ,  as ’tis 
handled. 

4f  The  Author  not  troubled  at  ei¬ 
ther  the  difficulty  or  ceofure  of  this 
work. 

46  The  Conclufive  propofition. 

47  This  work, though  ftrangc  and 
paradoxical,  yet  honourable. 

48  He  thatfiiall  attain  to  reftore 
Phyfick,  (fucb  as  is  declared  in  figure 
25  )  to  it’s  priftine  glory, (hall  deferve 
to  be  thought  the  bigheft  and  chiefcft 
Bentf3&or  of  humane  life. 

49  Two  Hydra'.s  of  fevcral  oppofi- 
tions,difcoverd. 

50  The  Authors  requefts  of  his 
Judges. 

5  1  That  he  might  not  be  mifiaken, 
but  that  the  reformation  in  Phyfick 
may  be  orderly  and  legal. 

53  A  diftin&ion  between  the  gray- 
hair’d  Phyfick  of  the  Ancients,  and 
the  old  feurf  of  Galen. 

$4  The  dotage  of  them  who  dwelL 
upon  Antiquity. 

5$  Who  are  the  onely  Cathedral 
Do&ors  and  Phyfitians  of  the  times. 

5 6  What  kinde  of  honour  is  due  to 
the  Phyfitian. 

57  A  fourfold  ignorance  of  Pby> 
fitians. 

58  The  Authors  excufe  for  hs 
roundnefs  and  plain  dealing. 

$9  A  MetamorphoHs  in  the  whole 
Syftem  of  difeafes. 

60  A  cenfure  of  a  rafh  kinde  of  men, 

1  who  boldly  rulh  into  Phyfick, of  whom 

theMagiftrate  ought  to  take  care,  ot 


/ 


a  defcription  of  fcveral  Phyfitians  or 
Sifts. 

6 1  Galen ,  an  Empyrick,  and  his 
Maftcr  J^umiut. 

6 z  Ev**ry  difcafe  Curable, 

63  All  things  cry.  out  for  revenge 
againft  the  Galenical  contemners  of 
Pyrotechny. 

64  The  preparation  of  true  medicine 
is  not  proper,  nor  doth  not  belong  to 
our  Apothecaries  or  Fharmacopolifts. 

65  The  original  of  Difpenfatories, 
and  themediciningat  this  day. 

66  A  touch  of  the  deferibers  of 
Simples. 

67  Indians  and  Barbarians  excel 
the  Europeans  in  the  matter  of  herbs. 

68  The  cuftoinof  Gxlen  in  Heal¬ 
ing  privily  from  others  inventions. 

69  The  Sexes  ot  Herbs  brought  up¬ 
on  the  ftage. 

70  Signature  of  Herbs  ridiculoufly 
caft  upon  Chyromaafy. 

71  Endowments  of  Simples  from 
the  Creation. 

72  A  foolifh  invention  to  refer 
Herbs  to  the  Zodiack,  and  their  ver- 
tuesto  pofitions  of  Heaven.  , . 

73  A  difeourfe  ten  hingthe  caufes 
of  Sympithie  and  Dyfpathy ,  that  in 
them  Ires  all  t  >e  knowledge  of  occult 
properties.  Examples  of  the  fame. 
Why  a  Drum  made  of  a  Sheeps  pelt, 
will  not  found  if  another  Drum  of  a 
Wolfs  hide  be  beaten  a  pretty  di- 
j&ance. 

74  Thit  is  leaft  look  into  ,  which 
ought  to  be  rnoft  confider’d. 

75  A  fhameful -hir  g  to  meafure  the 
endow’d  gifts  of  Simples  from  the  de¬ 
gree  of  heat, 

76  The  Humbling  of  HeibaliHs. 

77  No  remedy  againft  the  defefts 
of  Simples  as  yet  found  our,  behdesthe 
contemptible  decoftionscf  the  fhops. 

78  The  true  depuration  of  Simples 

hath  remained  hitherto  rayv  and  undif- 
covered,  "  ' 


79  Ctuor  and  Sanguie  differ  alfo  in 
Plants. 

80  j^uerettane  deceived  in  Ice.  The 
Father  of  lights  the  onely  giver  of 
knowledge  infafed  without  the  obfer- 
vance  of  efiefts.  The  means  10  the 
knowledge  of  the  venues  of  Simples 
vain 

81  A  fpecifick  fapor  in  feme  things, 
behdes  acid,  flnrp,  bitter, fait,  <&C. 
that  is  appropriate  to  the  Seed. 

82  What  things  are  required  in  the 
knowledge  ofSimples. 

83  Pyrotechny  op.  ns  and  difeovers 
the  way. 

84  The  diverhty  of  Agents  in 
Nature. 

85  The  curious aftivity  of  Spagy- 
rick  medicines. 

8tf  Balfome  prefer ving  juyees  of 
herbs  from  putrefaftion,  without  the 
alteration  of  propriety. 

87  An  opinion  of  extrafts  and  ma. 
gifleries. 

88  The  flrange  and  ridiculous  con- 

fufion  and  plurality  of  Simples. 

89  The  fhameful  praft^eof  Pbyfi- 
tians  in  their  Snccedaneums. 

530  Difpenfarories  are  good  for  no¬ 
thing  but  expedition  ;  nor,  appropri¬ 
ation. 

91  Patients  gulled  ,  the  Authority 
of  the  Mrgiff  rate  not  preventing. 

92  God  compofes  fometbiug  which 

man  muy  not  ft paiace,  nor  adde  a  third 
to  them.  '  . 

93  When  is  Conjunftion  or  Com- 
pofitron  to  be  admitted. 

94  i  he  Authors  opinion  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  D,lpenfatorics.  That  they  have 
more  hurt  then  good  in  them. 

9"$  The  vermes  and  ftrength  o^  ma¬ 
ny  things  are  dulled  by  fwcet  tlnnge. 

96  Ananfwer  to  the  objeftions  lot* 
fweet  things. 

97  The  vanity  of  Jyrrups.  >  . 

98  CbvmiHry  prefet’d  before. all 

d  other 


other  Profeffians. 

99  The ufe<'f  Tranfmarine thin g$. 
r  ioo  The  impat  a.iooof  Tranfma- 
^ae  Drufcs  inculcated  agV.nft  by  an 
infinite  oi  the  matter  o'  that  fi  ul  vice 
of  drunkenntfs  being  taken  aw  y. 

301  The  v/eaknefs  and  detaults  of 
deco&ions. 

loi  The  defe&s  io  E le8narie)} 
Vilht  and  Conf eft  ions. 

103  Againft  the  confufions  of 
fimplcs. 

1 04  An  Examination  of  Purgers* 
and  SoUuivcs. 

ioj  The  firft  confcflion  of  the 
Schools  of  their  Purges. 

106  The  fraud  of  Corrcftives. 

107  Another  Confi  Ann. 

jo8  A  third. 

109  The  excufcs  of  Pbyfitians. 

-  310  A  fourth  conf;  flion. 

hi  A  deceit  and  cheat  in  the  name. 

1 12  It’s  explained  what  ic  is  to  give 
a  Laxative,  while  the  humours  arc  tur¬ 
gid,  and  how  full  of  fraud  it  is. 

113  Nine  notable  things  to  the 
damage  of  the  Schools. 

114  A  fifth  Confefllon. 

1 1  $  The  vain  and  beaftly  fubter fuge 
of  the  fcbools. 

1 16  An  Argument  of  poyfon  from 
their  ftink. 

117  An  experimental  proof. 

118  The  fame  out  of  G  alen 

119  A  probation  from  the  effects. 

120  The  Schools  impugn  their  own 
Theorems. 

121  The  Schools  Hypcthefes  being 
firm,  no  man  fhould  ever  die  by  Fea- 
vers,  and,  it  would  be  falfe  that 
Purges  are  not  to  be  given  at  the  be- 
sinning  of  Feavers. 

122  That  this  Aphorifm  includes 
deceit ,  and  the  inadvertency  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates. 

123  What  a  tn|c  Luxative  ii. 

i24"Obje&ions  concerning  Sola* 

ives,anfwcred. 


i-  127  A  threefold  Chirader  of  a 
true  aud  good  Purge. 

126  What  kind  of  preparation  of 
fimplcs  is  to  be  defpifed: 

127  The  boyling  of  odoriferous 
things  to  be  condemned. 

128  The  burning  of  Harts  Horn 
ridiculous. 

129  The  fatal  corre&ion  of  many 

things. 

130  The  faults  of  Simples,  and 
abfurd  Mifcellanies  in  the  confeftion 
L ithontribon,  durea  Alexandria,  and 
thofe  two  pillars  ,  Mitbridate  ant\ 

' treacle . 

13 1  The  whole  Earth  hath  poyfons. 

132  Under  poyfons  lurks  moft  pow. 
erful  Arcana's. 

133  An  error  in  the  Caftration  of 
Afarum.  And  another  of  his  crudity. 

134  No  true  poyfon  in  ens  pri~ 
mum . 

134  An  examination  of  Vipers. 

335  Arfcnicals  by  what  means  they 
are  the  reme  dy  of  ulcers. 

13d  How  poyfons  may  be  made 
wboleforne  remedies. 

137  The  Chymick  medicines  of 
the  /hops*  And  an  examination  of 
gold  and  gems  in  healing* 

'  138  AnObje&ionof  the  Solution 
of  Pearles  and  Coral. 

139  How  the  things  diffolving  arc 
feparated  from  the  diflolved  in  the  Sto- 
mack. 

140  To  precipitate  ,  whatitfigni- 
fies  in  Chimiftry. 

141  The  objeftion  repeated,  afub^ 
terfuge  to  the  fofter  tophes  or  ftones'of 
animals.  What  is  theadion  of  gems 
in  us-  What  it  is  that  operates  in  a 
fofter  ftone,  its  powder  remaining 
whole. 

143  Mechanick  experiments. 

144  An  examination  of  Beloar 
ftone. 

144  The  Galtnifts  beat  with  their 

own  weapons.  Mf  An 


145  An  Unknown  danger  in  the 

Schools  by  the  ufe  of  Pearls  diffolved. 

145  Mechanick  demonftrations  of 
fome  abufes  of  the  fame. 

147  An  Axiom  founded  upon 
verity. 

148  The  Pearls  which  are  diffol- 
vedm  the  fhcps,3rc  notPcarls. 

149  The  reftaurative  vertue  of  an 
old  Cock,  an  old  womans  dream. 

150  Ciyfters  why  an  enemy  to  the 
Intcftines. 

1$  1  Ciyfters  never  reach  to  the 
Ileon. 

152  Pbyfons  are  hurtful  under  what 
title  or  way  of  reception  foever  they  be 
ingefted. 

153  F; avers  are  never  drawn  forth 
by  Ciyfters. 

154  Nourifliin*  Ciyfters  a  fottifli 
opinion.  The  ufeot  Oyls. 

15$  What  goes  aw3y  in  clarified 
Sugar.  The  manner  of  apply:»g  ex¬ 
ternals. 

156  The  gathering  of  Simpler. 

157  An  examination  of  Simple 
diddled  waters  of  the  Apothecaries. 
Gteat  light  come  unto  Phyfick  by 
true  diftillation. 

1 51  Adtftriptionofour  diftillati- 
on. 

The  great  ignorance  and  er¬ 
ror  of  tie  ColU-dge  that  is  committed 
in  the  nuking  of  extraft.Rudiu 

160  A  lhameful,  yet  a  common 
faying  in  Phyftians. 

\6i  An  objc&ion  of  the  clouted- 
fbooe  Diftilkis,  for  cold  herbs  to  be 
diftdled  in  a  cold  Still. 

162  The  Authors  anfwer. 

163  There  is. in  all  things  lumen  vi- 
tste,2 nd  in  C)chory,P lantain^Scc .as  well 
as  any  hot  herb. 

id4  All  vegetation  is  ftom  the 
fpirits. 

165  An  Anilylisof  Cychory.  A 
great  error  in  Phyficians  concerning 


optum  tni  anodynes. 

16$  An  excellent  Medicine  made© 
Cycborie  in  the  Jaundife. 

166  Vegetables  draw  Mineral  and 
metallick  fpirits  unto  them. 

167  An  examination  of  Pintgar  ia 
its  generation  or  production. 

168  What  Tartar  is. 

1 69  Diftilled  Vinegar  very  bad. 

170  The  foolifimels  of  Phyfitians  in 
their  Preparatories . 

17 1  That  rule  of  the  fchools  concer¬ 
ning  the  activity  of  Simples,  is  concifely 
argued. 

172  A  paradox  is  proved  againft  the 
fchools. 

173  The  explication  of  vertues,  by 
what  means  it  is  made. 

174  Whence  it  comestopafs  that  the 
vertues  of  medicines  are  alienated 
from  the  fchools. 

Pol.  13 6.  Pig.  19$.  The  grand  help 
of  Phlebotomy  ox  blood-letting  is  examined. 

178  Blood-letting  was  at  firft  lear¬ 
ned  from  a  Horie. 

179  An  univerfal  proportion  for 
Phlebotomy  according  ro  Galen . 

180  A  Syllogsfn  againft  the  fame. 
A  Logical  probation. 

183  That  a  Plethora  of  good  blood  is 
imp  ffible.Cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  a  neu¬ 
tral  fine  of  blood. 

184  Phlebotomy  emnot  be  demon- 
ftrated  from  the  Thcfes  of  the  fchools. 

185  Wfat a  Guochycaic  is  properly 
i  n  the  veins. 

iJ5  The  endixes  or  co-indications  of 
the  fchools  in  the  place  of  proper  indi¬ 
cation  ,  and  opposite  to  contra  indicati* 
ott,  do  but  badly  agree. 

187  A  proportion  againft  blood-let¬ 
ting  in  a  Feavrr. 

189  The  fchools  do  infame  their  laxa¬ 
tives  by  their  probations  of  Pnleboto- 
my.  The  end  of  Co- indications. 

19°  Aaadvcrtifcmrnt  of  the  Author, 


ipi  The  Turks  and  a  great  part  of 
the  world  know  not  Phlebotomy ,  and 
yet  are  cured. 

192  How  blooWetting  doth  refri¬ 
gerate. 

193  A  lamentable  Rory  of  the  hurt 

by  lood- letting. 

19*.  Therff  ntial  ftate  of  F  avers. 
195  An  explanation  of  the  precedent 
arg  ment  of  refrigeration ,  and  the 
fnbttr  uge  of  the  fcho©  s. 

197  That,  not  to  go  from  one  ex¬ 
treme  to  another,  is  badly  urged  in  Pby- 
fick  from  demonihation 

198  An  Eltmht)  or  fophiflicationin 

healing.  ; 

199  The  argument  of  the  Thefis  of 
the  Schools  is  oppofed. 

xoi  Nature  the  foie  JE.fi  ulapius  of 
difeafes  ,  aad  the  ftrength,- the  Lord 
paramount  of  indications. 

202“  Hippocrates  is  urged  concerning 
Athletick  bodies ,  but  perverfly  under- 
il*od. 

103  The  different  s  of  depletions. 
204  The  Feayer  hurts  Jcfs  then 
blood-letting. 

ao$  An  obligation  of  Phyfitians. 

2  j6  The  general  intention  in  Fca- 
vevs,  and  to  it,  blood-letting  is  oppo¬ 
se. 

207  Mathematical  demonftrations 
to  prove  that  Phlebotomy  greatly  hurts. 

208  The  inconftancieand  iriftabili- 
ty  of  Phyfitians  argues  the  defedt  of 
pti  ciples. 

2c  9  Phlebotomy  cannot  take  away, 
nor  diminifh  the  caufe  of  Feavers. 

210  An  argument  from  a  fufficient 
ennumeratien. 

21 1  Another  from  the  quality  of 
blood. 

212  Whither  are  the  Schools  hur¬ 
tled. 

213  The  vain  hope  in  the  mutati- 
(  ons  of  the  blood  being  let  out. 

£  V  - 


214  That  fittm  mpojjibile  of  the 
Schools,thc  putrefaftion  and  corruption 
of  the  blood  in  the  veins,  ftridtly  ar¬ 
raigned. 

21  f  The  proportion ,  That  the  blood 
new  putrefies  tn  the  veins. 

216  Putrivattion  what  it  is,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Peripateticks. 

218  The  native  property  o t  the 
veins. 

219  Either  Nature,  or  theDo&rine 
of  the  Schools  is  ruined. 

220  A  faradigme  of  thejdiverficoi 
I  ora:  ion  of  the  blood., 

221  The  ridiculous  Table  of  blood 
emitted. 

222  An  argument  from  the  Plague 
agiinft  the  cuftomeof  the  Schools. 

223  Another  from  the  Plurifie. 

224Tb  :  turbulency  and  eft'ervefeency 

of  the  blood  do  not  declare  its  vitio- 
fity. 

22$  The  blew  deceptions  of  the 
Schools. 

22 6  An  example  that  the  blood  pu¬ 
trefies  not. 

227  Corruption  whence. 

228  The  bxmorrhoidal  blood  not 
putrid. 

229  A  wonderful  remedy  againft 
the  Hemorrods. 

230  The  fo  much  magnified  fuc- 
cdTes  of  Phlebotomy  examined.  The 
vain  Co-indication  of  Phlebotomy  as 
well  in  a  Feaveras  Menfima's. 

230  Derivation  fometimes  is  ufeful 
in  Topicl \  difeafes,  but  in  the  lopjcl^oi 
Feavers  impertinent. 

231  Blood-letting  hurtful  in  the 
Pluiefie. 

232  Revulfiona  rule  in  Feavers. 

233  Revulfion  confidered. 

234  Wbat  the  Phyfitians  may  learn 
from  thisHcad* 

23$  An  examination  of  Tontanele 
or  I  Hues.  23d  Cats* 


/ 


2 Cauteries  or  '  Iffttcs  nothin jg  f 
but  pc  mitK-nt  wounds. 

238  1  he  name  of  a  Fontanel  a  | 
cheac. 

139  What  GodTaw  was  good  to  be 
whole,  is  commended  by  the  Schools  to 
be  divided.  4 

240  The  chilcfi/h  and  ridiculous 
promiies  of  a  Fontanel. 

241  The  denegnion  of  the  impro*  j 

babiiity  of  Catarrhes',  denies  the  ufe  of 
Fontanels.  j 

243  What  is  excreted  or  purged  bv 
a  Fontanel.  Nine  conclufions  againft 
the  inftiti’tion  of  a  Ft  man* 1. 

244  The  vain  andfoolifh  defires  in 
a  Fontanel. 

145  To  whom  Fontanels  are  hurtful. 

246  The  indiftindion  of  the  Schools  ; 

247  The  fcopc  or  end  of  Fontanels 
vamihes. 

148  The  world  is  bafely  cheated  by 
Fontanels. 

149  A  Fontanel  has  no  fympathyor 
communion  with  the  Brain. 

250  A  furd  confequences  about  the  i 
tlodrme  of  Fontanels. 

251  The  ontly  finduary  and  re¬ 
fuse  of  the  Schools. 

242  Ananfwer  to  that. 

253  Fontanels  driven  upon  Rocks, 

254  What  the  Schools  anfwcr  when 

they  are  driven  to  difficulties.  j 

255  The  muUi plication  and  ekdi.on  ! 
of  a  Cau  cry,  by  wba:  ooldnefs  it  hath 
rifen  and  been  ufurped. 

20  Some  facetc  jefting  trifles  of 
the  Schools. 

257  The  Gout  makes  a  meermoc- 
ke.  y  <  f  PhyGtians. 

258  Fonramls  are  fool  ifh  and  ridi 
culous. 

259  Wholly  fruftraneous  in  their 

defperare  i.af's. 

260  The  Schools  hive  not  yet  con¬ 
cluded  in  what  cafes  Fontanels  are  help  • 
f«l. 

f 


ra6i  The  cafes  in'  which  Fontanels 
may  be  h'  ljiluf. 

262  The  cru-1  aid  filthy  remedy 
of  Cauttr  ies  an*1  Fo  navels  how  they 
irny  he  pr  venrtd. 

263  A  Fontanel  an  unworthy  thing 

to  a  Pfcyiitian. 

* 

2 64  The  examination  of  Viet. 

2  65  They  prefenbe  a  Diet  in  dif- 
eafes,  who  re  ig' Print  of  difeafes. 

266  Diet  fufp  ded  to  be  an  im- 
poftire, 

267  Someerrours  about  the  rules  of 
Di  t. 

268  Sanation  is  not  under  Diet3 
nor  an  eflld  of  the  Kuchin. 

269  An  opinion  ot  the  Author. <■> 

27©  T  ie  objtd  of  Diet. 

271  A  proof  from  common  evenr. 

272  Qbtique  'and  finifter  ends. 

273  From  an  enumeration  o£ 
the  parts.  •  - 

274  Diet  doth  fecretly  accufc  an 
ignorance  of  better  means. 

27$  The  juft  complaint  of  jhe 
poor. 

276  Thcridiculoufnefs  of  Diet. 

277  Bread  is  not  fo  much  Cibm 

as  obfonmm. 

278  Why  Bread  is  mingled  i&rith 

meats. 

279  Tbemainpoint  of  Diet. 

280  A  certain  rule. 

281  Why  the  Rules  or  Commands 
of  Diet  are  faitblefs  and  treacherous 

282  Te/t  Thefes  or  portions  of  the 
Author. 

283  How  far  the  vertue  of  Par(i~ 
many  and  temperance  extends  it  feif.  .*£ 

284  The  neceflicy  of  MtflicJticn. 

284  Whence  is  the  variety  of  things 

digefted. 

286  An  examination  of  Ptifans. 

^87  Some  precautions. 

288  A  quiftion  ©f  the  F  ermm  of 
of  the  Stomack. 

a8p: 


juflly  take  place. 

299  Two  forts  of  people  are  out  of 


289  Digeftions  ptefcribe  the  Rules 
of  Diet,  'ty* >4, 

290  There  is  in  no  Arc  or  Science  the  way  concerning  Cbymiftrv. 
in  the  world  fucii  trifles  and  fopperies 
as  in  that  of  Pnyfick 

.c 


291  A-i  examination  of  tint  uni- 
veri?  i  tention  of  healing  by  Contra¬ 
ries. 

292  Which  is  not  found  but  in 
irafcible  entities. 

195  Why  any  one  naufeates  Cheefe, 
and  how  a  conns  to  pafs. 

294  Hcatisnot  contrary  to  cold, 
nor  fire  to  water. 

29J  An  examination  of  another 
nnive Tal  intention  of  healing  by  ftrtii- 
lity,  or  things  like. 

295  Of  medicine  made  otu  of  the 
Cbynrrlts  Ternary  of  Sal,  Sulphur  and 
Mercury. 

297  What  was  the  ancient  and  pri¬ 
mitive  method  of  healing  4 

298  When  Cbymick  Medicines  may 


300  Objections  againit  Cbymical 
medicines. 

.301  Anfwtrs  to  them. 

joa  The  effentbl  oyl  in  aromaticks, 
or  me  crafts  of  the  fame,  bow  it  may  be 
made  an  Elixir, by  a  hundr  ed  times  more 
power  fu’. 

3  >3  Moft  of  the  common  uftdChy- 
mical  medicir  es  of  the  /hops  adultera¬ 
ted,  and  nothing  worth. 

304  The  old  way  and  method  of 
Pbyfick  railed  Galenical, good  for  nothing 
but  to  All  the  world  with  impudent 
Quackj. 

30?  The  Conclufion  and  defires  of 
the  Author  concerning  the  Reformat!- 
on  of  the  Umverfities  in  ail  its  Sciences 
and  body  of  learning ,  and  of  the  chief 
Cubjeft  of  this  Book,  Phyfuk- 


The 


w»W  w\ 


The  Printer  to  the  Reader. 

R  Bader, you  are  to  take  Ufotice  ,  that 
by  reafon  of  fome  Accident  happening 
while  the B  oof  was  under  the  F ref ,  and 
the  <iA uthors  abfence ,  fome  faults  hat>e^> 
efcaped  •  and  particularly ,  the  tranjpofition 
of  the  Figures ,  which  muff  be  read  as  they 
tfre fet  down  and  directed  in  the  Summary. 
Other  faults  mend  as followeth. 


ERRATA.  .  , 

"In  the  Epiflle,  page  4.  line  5.  read  affetted.  p.^.I.i  8.  r  JeXct. 

In  the  Book, L*  Page  5.  line  20.  read  precipice,  p.  1  1 .  1.14-r,  For 
he.  p.37. 1.7.  r.  a  Jpecies.  p.43. 1.2.  r .denudate.  p.do.  1.  penult,  r. 
morhifck •  p.  I  o  1 . 1. 1 1 ,  r.  [aline,  p.  I  o  3 . 1.  ult.  r.  circMmvohition . 
p.i  19. 1.2  2.  r.  empyreumate.  p.i  56.  l.i  6.  r.  veins,  p.idp.l.i.r. 
themfelves.  p.  1 90.I.28.  r.  of  a  Fontanel,  p.i  96. 1. 29.  r .fanation. 
p.i  97.  l.i  5.  r.  of  the. 
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THE 

:  .  r;  j-,  ■■;  I  Vt  J  v 

Vanity  of  the  craft  of  Phyfick: 

OR  A  MEW 


Difcovering  the  errors  and  weakneflfe  of  the 


Grand  universal  remedies  of  the  Schoolsjas  Biouding, 
P#rei«e»  Iftues*  T>ynt,&c.  4nd  the  Particular  Medi¬ 
cines. of  the  Shops, 


S  the  defection  of  our  Natures  is  fuch, 

-  * 


we  cannot  look  upon  Nature  with  a  * 


full  ey’d  penetratiye  afpecl,  but  by 
the  paralytick  glaunces  and  touches 


of  our  dull  8umperfeft  optick*  except 
our  eyes  be  anointed  with  the  true  eye-falvey  fuch 
alfoisour  (hameles  proftitution  to  that  habituated 
Cuftome  to  the  wild  ckfcur ft ens  onclyof  our  tongue 
and  pen,  that  we  cannot  fix  to  any  nail  difconrfes 9 
but  what  the  wanton  and  incpnftant  wombe  of  pu- 
tation  hath  generated,  apjd  what  the  Labirynthoi 
weake  fancy  hath  coin’d,  or  what  hath  been  forged; 
and  circulated  in  the  Vomtmum  or  Laboratory  of 


B 


our 


yiatzotechnia  Wledicina. 

our  running,  rambling  Invention  being  wyer- 
drawn  and  obtruded  upon  us  by  the  frighted  re- 
ma jnes  ofthat  caduce,  fpeciousand  feduttive  cha¬ 
meleon,  Reafm $.  Sotliatitisnowa  difficulty,  not 
barely  to  thinke,  nottotalkeandprate;  the  grea¬ 
ter  difficulty  to  difcourfefolidly,except  our  tongues 
be  touch'd  with  a  coal  from  the  Altar  of  God  ;  and 
our  Cognition  of  obje&sin  the  verity  of  their  eflen- 
ces  be  indubiute,  flawing  frojn  the  ferene  and  om- 
ni'  lucent  fountain,  the  Intellect :  yet  as  to  this  my 
Undertaking,  I  muft  in  fober  verity  ,  and  in  all  hu¬ 
mility;  without  offence  to  any,  ferioufly  profetfc, 

‘1  hat,  -that-wbich  is  the  anely  di [commodity  qf  [peaking 
in  a  clear  matter ,  the  abundance  of  argument  that  pref- 
fes  to  be  utter  dy  and  thefnfpence  of  Judgement  what  to 
choofe ,  and  how  in  the  multitude  of  Reajon  to  be  not  te¬ 
dious ,  is  the  great  efi  difficulty  which  I  expeti  hereto  meet 
with* 

Mine  Appeal  is faire,  andnotawhit  derogatory 
from  the  honour  or  Credit  of  the  Schools  or  ColIedgey 
except  they  will  ftand  to  vye  with  thehigh  Tribunal 
of  this  Nation, ‘chief  ely  when  things  of  this  N  ature^ 
bulke  and  flie,arc  worthy  of  the  high  notice  of  that , 
fupre  in  Corn  t  and  power,  and  is  their  due  by  that 
grand  Charter  of  rhilautic  and  felfe-eoncernment  5 
more  especially  '  when  fame  of  them  have  under- 

J  r,  h  crLtK-.  vL.  fit 
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unfuccofulneffe.  And laMv  the  (low  progrefle  they 
have  made  for  thefe  many  yeares  together  in  the 
piincipl  cs  ard  pradife  otrhjfck,  wherein  as  much 

refra&orineffe  alio  iiobfeiVed,,  astof former  ages? 

So  v  -  on- v.\. .  nv  > '  :  w.  '  and" 
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and  which  istobepittied,  an  Antipathy  of  their  ipi* 
rits  for  the  mofi:  part  to  this  prelent  governmental! 
which,  with  much  more  may  be  faid,  gives  us  fmall 
hopes  of  ever  effecting  our  defign  with  any  good 
fuccefle,  with  out  theheJpof  them,  to  whom,  as  to 
all  humane  affaires,  our  addrefiesand  redreffes  are 
to  be  had. 

Thofe  that  are  come  to  that  unnaturall  Dyfcrafte i 
as  to  digeft  poy  ion, and  keck  at  wholfjme  food,  it  is 
notfor  any  fober  head  to  feed  with  them  any  longer^ 
which,  hath  led  me  out  among  others.,  to  reforme 
andoppofe  theutmoft  that  ftudy  and  true  labour 
can  attain  ;  which  new  overture  I  know  will  have 
the  common  fate,  to  be  finifterly  receiv’d  and 
difrelifh’d  by  thofe,  whofeguft  cannot  digeft  any 
thing,  that  hath  the  faceor  tendance  to  a  generall 
good;,  which  will  appear  on  all  hands  very  unde- 
fervedly  in  this,  in  that  it  undertakes  the  Cure  and 
remove  of  an  inveterate  difeafe  ,  crept  into  the 
gveateft  part  of  the  world,  and  the  beft  part  of  hu¬ 
mane  fociety. 

For  alas!  what  (hall  I  get  by  thisundertaking?Tt  is 
better  for  me  to  be  filent,  and  leave  the  difcovery  of 
thefe  things  with  others  of  the  like  nature,  unto  the 
revolution  of  time  the  Mid-wife  rather  then  the 
mother  of  truth,  who  is  juftified  of  her  children } 
when  fhefhall  take  thefe  infant  illuesout  from  the 
open  field  into  her  bofome,  to  keep  them  warm 
and  raife  up  their  fpirit  and  life,  when  (he  hath 
wafhed  them  and  faked  them,  declared  them  legi¬ 
timate,  and  church’d  thefather  of  the  young  Miner-  ■: 
va  from  the  ncedleffe  caufes  of  h  is  purgation . 

Neither  mine  ear  nor  thoughts  have, I  may  fafely 

B  2  :  obteft 
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obteft  the  higheft,been  courted  with  the  tickling 

affixations  of  praifesordeterred  by  dlfpatfe  or  to  be 

accounted  unworthy, evil^not  knowing  or  rath,  tor 
the  good  of  the  Creation  of  God,  and  fo  be  my 
Neighbour  feel  not  detriment  by  the  common  Phy- 
fick:  In  the  explofion  of  which,  I  do  net  intend  to 
unbindeor  meddle  with  that/^rr^^that  bulkie  ana 
unwieldy  part  ot  blind  learning, as to  diijeti  each  ar- 
terv ,  veine  and  nerve  of  the  whole  Edifice  of  ?hy(tk» 
For  every  principle  is  not  fatall  to  be  throughly 
fifted.neitherhave  I  vow’d  mylile  or  pawnd  my 
hudies  to  clenfe  this  Augaean  liable  by  an  Hercule- 
an  interpreting  and  detecting  others  dreames  and 
dotages  a  worke  too  low3  and  too  hard  for  me^  but 
vet  perhaps  foch3asfcall  do  more  then  whiter  to 
the  next  Ages,  It  iscalculated  forthe  Meridian  ot 
fifty  two  degrees  Northern  latitude  5but  may  indif¬ 
ferently  feive  lor  the  greateft  part  of  the  Europe¬ 
an  World.  .  .  ...  i 

The  intire  feriesor  method  of  Phyfickis  like  the 

Tohus  head ,  wherein  there  are  obferved  to  be 
tokXo.  ^ yea,  more  with 

nitty  then  rajhna  vi  fpeik  R.wc  tinde  it  tobc  a  meer 
impoflure,&  fcarce  an  Oedipus  l  n  the  world  able  to 
underftand  fbk  knotted  sphynxtotrhuh  mamcreMt- 
ty  through  a  conceived  hope;hath  eafilylubfcrtbed , 
atidfo  that  nUgio  begotten  it  authority; 

becaufe  for  the  tnoft  part,  we  too  eafily  beleeve,what 
WC  too  greedily  wilhor  defire  for  <  htttye,  it  may 

as  readily  be  made  appcar,that  our  confidence  in  the 

our 

covcelliov's  then -its  patron  confe  lions, 

It  is  not  unworthy  our  thoughts  to  conftder  how 


The  vanity  of tbe  craft  of  Thyfic\. 

hotly  like  a  Lady,  Phyjtcl(\s  courted  and  cring’d  to,at 
this  day.Her  chief  courtiers  8c  contenders, are  the  old 
ftercorarian  8c  fnaile  creeper  the  G<*/e#/#  ,&the  up- 
ftart  fingle fangl’d Paracel  jian$  thefe  two,  like  Peter 
and  John ,  feeke  to  out-runne  one  another,  till  they 
have  out- runne  their  Breath,  their  Books  and  the 
Conftable,  their  Reafon^  if  the  good  man  ore-take 
them  to  fee  the  peace  kept,  he  bids  them,  with  his 
ftaffe?his  alone  Charter  and  prerogative,  ftand^  at 
which,  like  Paul  &t\d  Barn  aba  s3  the  contention’s  fo 
hot  they  evaporate  in  fumo,  and  one  takes  one 
way,  and  the  other  another-*  fo  that  they  come 
no  agreement9but  this, that  ’tis  all  the  mode  d’  Phy* 
fick,  every  one  to  follow  his  own  Jnventions,8c  kill 

cum  Privilegio.  a  #  ' 

Thefe  two  between  them, would  precipitate  and 
drive  away  the  rationality  in  phyfic^  from  out  the 
open-common,  and  upper  region  oDngettmtyznd 
light  of  Kature,  into  the  low  marrifli  puddle  inclo* 
fures  of  their  own  particular  modest  and  thereby 
have  made  it  like  a  percipice,  or  razors  edge,  to 
walk  on:  In  which  game  there  are  feme  of  that 
temper, the  pulfe  of  whole  art 3  skit  and  learning, 
beats  after  the  old  rugged  mode  of <?*/£«,  who  had 
rather  be  not  good  then  not  great  Phyfitians$  fo  that 
through  an  imbecillity  ofminde, notknowinghow 
to  make  a  departure  from  the  gravity  oftheir  ufuall 
pace,  do  oftentimes  meet  with  and  undergoe  the 
lafh  of  miferable  expet imentate  mifearriage,  by 
thofe  twins,  their  grave  obfiinacy  and  formal!  igtio- 
ranee  •  ■  •  ■' 

Hence  is  that  flow  progreffe  in  Phyfick!  hence 
the  lamentable  and  dreadful  efFe&slthat  men  areei- 

B  s  the* 
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ther  fatted  up  for  the  (laughter,  or  live  walking 
ghofts^a  life  of  langui/hment  and  mifery*  who 
think  it  mercy  to  knock  them  on  tht  head  ,  and 
cry  out  for  an  exit  from  the  tragedy  and  more  then 
back-burdcn  of  cruelties,  their  blcudy  but  (hers  a&, 
and  load  upon  tin  ir  carcajjes.  the  feene  or  all  their 

15  blew  experiments  and  tryalls:  which  hath  call:  me 
perpendicular  on  the  Pharmaceutical!  part  of  Phy- 
(ick  :  (guts  emmiv Jchola  &  Cathedra  abquando  praner 
raXiomm ,  plerunque  ad  acuenda  ingenia  juventutk  in 
theoria  proponunturjrunt  toleranda  ;  g)u£  verb  in  pra - 
xi  in  perm  cum  icgrorum  pi~<efcr  ibunturypot  jus  execran- 

*6  da  &  damnanda,  quam  admit  tend  a  ejje,  cxiftjmo.TtoT 
unto  us5and  anyjudgementthatisnot  ofa  caft  with 
thofe  fubje&ed  to  the  tyranny  of  Cuff 0  me  and  Ere- 
feripuon ,  it  Teems  very  grievous  ,  that  the  ftudies, 
books.  Orations,  Councek,ConverfationsXhairs 
and  praflifes  of  Phy  (it  jam  found  of  nothing  but  tri¬ 
fles  and  anxtiousdifputes;  So  that  the  whole  huge 
bulkeof  the  art  of  healing,  ft  ernes  nowadaies  to  be 
moved  upon  the  (lender  hinges  of  purgations  jhlebo* 
tomy  or  blouding ,  fearing  [can fixations ,  boxing,  cup - 
ping ,  bath  f ,  Jweatings,  jontanelr9  Cauteries  $  and  in 
(hort,  upon  no  othe  r  then  the  diminution  of flrength 
and  emaciations  of  the  body,  and  abbreviations  of 
the  life,  or  exl  location  cf  Itheumcsyhc  onely  comple¬ 
ment  in  Pbyfick  now  adaies. 

!§  To  me(erioufly  it  is  an  amufement,not  much  on 
this  fide  a  wonder,  that  our  European  world,  hath 
not  had  one  fober  confult  with  thought,  to  confider 
what  poftern- door  for  evafion  or  any  efcape  there 
will  be  left,  that  for  fo  many  hundred  years  down 
to  poflerity-  they  have  been  the  apes  and  monkies, 

the 


the  mimes  and  zanies  of  poor  heathenifa  literalifm, 
both  m  Philofophy  and  Phyficf^  that  they  have  fate 
like  the  dull  praecifian  pcedagogues  to  the  ferula 
and  pedantick  Tyranny  of  the  Stagiriteyxnd  ethnick 
Dtfpenf itories,  the  mot hes  and  Scarce’/ of  Phyfick  : 
F  or  if  the  Archetype  be  not  good  which  is  in  the  under - 
flanking^  the  imitation  of  it  will  hardly  prove  capable 
offuccc/Je ,  or  perpetuity  $  and  if  the  confritution  of 
remedies,  in  their  bulke,  in  their  entity,  in  their 
horizon,  do  fquare  to  an  ill- affe&ed,  or  iil-afpe&ed 
portion ,  what  will  not  the  df safes  of  them  too,  in 
their  crudities,  heterogenieties  &  impurities ,  add  to  the 
affli&ion  and  griefofour  Janguifhing  brother  }  It’s 
againfi  the  haire for  Nature  to  leek  help  from  an  E- 
nemy,  fromafecond  difeafe,  excentrickg)  as  bad, 
and  fometime  vcorfe  then  the  inherent ,  the  foul  dif¬ 
eafe  of  the  medicine  5  whereby  fhe  muff  needs  fall 
into  a  greater  peril,  then  iffhe  weretotry  the  com- 
bate  onely  w  ith  the  ficknefle.*  but  fhe  defpifeth 
thefedreamcsofPhyfitians,  and  doth  loath  them 
and  fly  from  them.*  Infomuchit  appears,  that  the 
errors,  ignorance  and  implicite  confidence  in  Phy- 
fleks  is  not  the.difeafe,  or  hettick^ ofthisage,  but 
our  very  constitution :  and  not  fo  much  the  confti 
tut  ion  and  temper  of  our  remedies , and  medicines ,  bu  t 
thedifeafes  of  them,  &  fle ediamet r<?,are  to  be  com* 
plain’d  of,  and  worth  our  ferious  tea  res:  all  which 
we  can  referre  juflly  to  no  other  Author  then  Cri flame 
and  her  Adherents ,  which  hath  been  extreamly  dif¬ 
ad  vantagioqs  to  the  whole  round  ofphyflck^  and  in 
nothing  more, then  imthe  Vharm'apoietick  part.  Its 
an  error  tributary  to  the  enflome-houje  of  mod 
mens  opinion  to  thinke  there  can  benothingfound 
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in  the  Sciences,  better  then  what  hath  been  found 
out  by  the  Ancients ,  and  fome  conceive  not  fo  much 
as  what  the  meaning  of  Phyfick  is,  or  what  thev  are 
good  for  •  Now  I  know,  I  ihall  be  fooner  dchiiute 
oflcifure,  i hen  of  proofe  fufficient  to  evince,  that 
the  too  great  Reverence  born  to  Antiquity,  is  an  er¬ 
ror  extreamly  prejudicial  to  the  advancement  of 
Scienc  r,yea,  To  prejudicial!,  that  till  it  be  nje&ed, 
it  is  impoflibleany  new  learning  can  be  acquired  * 
which  may  be  on  *  reafon  to  prove,  thar  we  are  far 
from  knowing  all  we  are  capable  of.  But  ch*  re  is  > 
nothing  wherein  our  nectflity  of  acquit ing  new 
knowledge,  is  more  apparent  then  in  pbjfkk.  :  for 
although  that  no  man  doubts  that  God  hath  fiurnifti- 
ed  this  Earth  with  all  things  neceflary  for  m-m  to 
conferve  him  therein,  in  perfect  health,  untill  an 
extream  old  age  }  andalthough  there  be  nothing  in 
the  world  fo  defired  as  thefe  things,  fo  that  hereto¬ 
fore  it  hath  been  the  ftudiesof  Kings  and  Sages  $  yet 
experienoe,and  a  few  papers  (he  w, we  are  fo  far  from 
having  it  wholly ,  that  oftentitms  a  man  is  chain’d 
to  his  bed  by  fmall  difeafes,  which  themoft  learned 
Phyfitiansunderftandnot,  andonely  make  them 
rage  more  by  their  remedies, when  they  undertake 
to  expell  them  $  wherein  the  defedf  of  their  art,  and 
the  neceffity  of  per  feeing  it,  is  fo  evident,  that 
forthofe  who  underftand  not  what  the  meaning  of 
Phyfick  is,  it  i*  enough  to  tell  them,  that  it  is  the 
Science  which  fhould  teach  fo  perfe&ly  to  under¬ 
ftand  the  nature  of  man,  and  all  things ,  that  may 
ferve  him  for  nutriments  or  remedies,  that  it  might 
be  eafe  for  him,  thereby  to  exempt  himfelffrom  all 
kinds  of  difeafes. 


It 
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It  is  to  be  lamented  ferioufly,  and  the  fubje&of 
our  ferious  forrow  it  is,  but  more  of  our  wonder* 
when  we  confide^  how  ingenioufly  elaborate  they 
sue  m  o> her profej/ions  and  mechanic!^  art s  ,  and  how 
they  dayly  receive  advancement,  and  afrend  by  the 
degrees  of  new  dijcoveries ,  neerer  towardstheir  per- 
fecfion  ;  but  in  this  of  Phyfic 4,  how  cold,  and  dull 
they  are  in  their  mol \ ferious  difquifitions  hitherto, 
though  charity  towards  our  neighbour  be  penal!)  com¬ 
mended,  that  it  is  now  in  its  Apog<eo,  or  retrograda- 
tion,  except  it  meet  in  Cazimi,  in  conjunction  with 
the  body  of  thefunne  of/r#,^  .•  for  all  things  have 
remain’d  moft  obfcure ,  and  for  the  moft  part 
moft  falfe,  and  thofe  things  which  fhould  chiefly 

co.n5^Ce  *^e  Jcopz  of  healing,  are  not  touched 
withfo  much  as  a  finger. 

To  what  end  tends  the  Anatomy  of  thefetwo 
thoufand  years,  with  thofe  tedious  ledures,  if  the 
Sanation  of  difeafes,  be  not  more  happier  at  this 
day,  then  of  old  1  what  meanes  that  tearing  and 
Cadaverous  difleftion  of  bodies,  with  that  curi¬ 
ous  infpeCtion.and  inquihtion  into  the  capillary 
veines,  if  we  may  not  learn  by  the  Errors  of  the 
Ancients  and  if  we  may  not  make  an  emendation 
of  thole  things  that  are  pa  ft  .<? 

Let  it  not  be  told  in  Gath ,  nor  publifhd  in  As - 
kelon  that  the  Genius  of  the  Englijh  Nation  now 
made  a  Common-wealth,  fhould  be  fbl-ow,  fo  bafe 
and fb  beggarly,  to  daunce  after  the  pipe  ofmeer 
whiflers,  to  be  the  Hinch~boys  of  Aristotle^  and  con¬ 
fine  themfelves  to  the  principles  of  thofe,  who  are 

as  a  dark  lanthorne  in  a  thick  night;  as  if  we  had 
no  brick  to  make,  without  raking  the  ftraw,  and 

C  ftubbls 


2  6 


27 


28 


IQ 


Mat^otechnia  Medicina. 

ftubblfi  of  Galth,  Hyppocrates ,  Mefint  and  other  hud¬ 
dle  of  tongue  Phyfitians;  or  as  if  the  whole  batch 
of  medicines  would  be  dowe,  without  the  Leaven  oi 
thefe  T are-gatherers.  Haveweno  Smith  m  England 
that  we  muft  thus  foot  it  over  to  the  land  or  fuch 
uncircumciifed  rhilifiims  ?  Its  reported  of  Cajar , 
that  he  on  a  day  feeing  wealthy  ftrangers  have  lit¬ 
tle  dogges  and  monkies  in  their  armes,  and  that 
they  made  marvellous  much  of  them, he  asked  them 
if  the  women  of  their  Country  had  no  Children? ;  wife¬ 
ly  reproving  themby  hts  quefhon,  in  that  they  be- 
Ifow  d  t  h tir  natural!  love  and  affefl  ion  upon  bruit 
beads,  which  they  fhould  have beftowed  upon  ra- 
tionall  Creatures.  Antijlhenes  anfwered  one  very 
wifely  that  told  him  ijmenias  was  an  excellent 
player  on  the  flute,  but  he  is  a  naughty  man  (aid 

he  1  or  elfe  he  could  not  be  fo  cunning  at  the  flute. 

X  (hall  leave  the  application  to  whom  it  concerns. 
So  Vhilip  King  oiMacedvn,  faid  to  his  fonne  Alex¬ 
ander,  when at  a  feaft  he  lung  palling  well,  and 
like  a  Matter  in  Mufick:,  and  art  thou  not  afharn  d 
fonne,  to  ling  fo  well  >  And  thereto  we  hope 
and  am  not  overbold  to  fuppofe  that  a  time  will 
9  undoubtedly  come,  when  it  fhall  be  a  byword  and 
ignominy  to  be  a  good  Phyhuan,  that  ts,  well  read 
in  Galen,  and  to  be  aprofclent  Galen, ff.  Know- 
ledge  and  learning  Without  expenence,  M  like  the 
ftatue  of  Tohphem},  which  wants  an  eye.  1  he 
hand  is  the  'inftrument  of  tktU,  and  ad  con- 
temptation.  Such/faies  an  Author)  as  fpeak  of  mat¬ 
ters  offtate  and  government,  but  efpecial!  v  of  mat¬ 
ters  ofwarre,  fay  we,  chiefly- of  matters  of  Phyfick^ 
by  the  book,  fpeak  but  as  book.kmghts ,  as  the 
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Trench  proverb  termcth  them, after  the  manner  of  the 
Grecians  ,  who  call  him  a  book^rHot,  which  hath  not 
the  fure  and  certain  knowledge  of  the  things  that  he 
fpeaksof  5  meaning  thereby,  that  it  is  not  for  a  man 
to  truft  to  the  underftanding  he  hath  gotten  by  read¬ 
ing  in  things  that  confift  in  the  deed  doing  where 
the  hand  is  to  be  let  to  the  worke  f  no  more  then 
the  often  hearing  of  men  talke  and  reafon  of  paint¬ 
ing,  or  thedifputing  upon  Colours,  without  taking 
thepencillin  hand,  can  (land  a  man  in  any  (lead  at 
all, to  make  him  a  good  Painter.  Let  lilence  in  the 
GaleniSh  then,  be  accounted  as  a  facrament9  feeing 
their  Parent  in  Phylick*  was  not  at  all  known  in 
pyroUchnal  Philofophy :  or  Fhe  poor  man  had  never 
in  all  his  lifethchappineffetofeefo  much  as  Rofe- 
vpater .  His  ambition  to  be  Trincipatein  Thyfich^  in 
fuch  a  poverty  of  knowledge  ,had  bin  a  little  excu- 
fable,  if  once  at  leafl,  he  had  had  the  knowledge  and 
skill,  to  extra#  any  real  principle  out  of  any  thing , 
and  fo  might  have  proceeded,  and  been  cring’d  to, 
zs  Monarch  ofPhylick ;  and  not  fo  eafily  expos’d 
Limfelf,  to  be  a  laughing- flock  to  pollerityand 
ingenious  heads  of  his  time,  by  his  huge  volumes 
and  blew  Comments  on  difeafes. 

I  wifh  I  had  not  occalion  tobewaile,  when  in  the 
concentrations  of  my  mind,  T  am  led  to  confider 
the  falfity  of  that  faying, not  leffe  vain  and  unfuc- 
cesful,  then  common;  that  when  the  Difeafe  is 
known,it’shalfewaytothecure  ;  fothat  the  other 
halfe,  is  left  as  the  alone,  and  proper  worke  of  me¬ 
dicines  ,  but  how  unable,  lamentable  experience 
willteftifie.  This isthathath  amus’d  me,  that  the 
Schools  in  the  Remedies  of  Difeafes,  both  of  ftmples 
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$t\dthc'iT  mortar?  an  labour  of  Compofitions,  have 
apply ’d  thcmfelves  to  the  threed-bare  and  fhort- 
«oated  deferiptions  and  difeourfes  of  Heat  and  Cold? 
both  in  the  Crafts  of  things,  with  the  Nutate,  Ele¬ 
ments  ,  temperament^  humors ,  power  j,  that  as  out  of 
the  Monocracy  and  fingle-fol’d  intemperature  of  the 
fc/wr,  they  have  rendred  us  perhaps  two  hundred 
Dtfeafes ♦,  fo  out  of  this  Binary  of  Heat  and  Coldfhzy 
have  builded  their  indifpenfable  Djfpenfatory ,  and 
utter  d  to  us  a  thoufand  medicines,  in  antipodean 

pofnion  to  the  difeafes  of  our  Country.  What 
more  groffe  and  palpable  thicke  darknefle,  and  ig¬ 
norance  ?  As  if  the  whole  make  of  the  nniverf ?,with 
fuch  an  infinity  and  alterity  of  Natures,  were  to  be 
patch1 1  up  with  the  two  fig-leaves,of  Heat  and  Cold : 
As  the  prepoft erous  ignorance  of  the  Conffbution 
of  man  in  general!,  and  of  th v quiddities 9and  Dthoties 
of  things,  as  of that  one  the  offence  of  the  bloud, 
with  that  Diananizing  of  thofe  Terra  delfogosox 
incognitas ,  the  feene  of  humours ,  beyond  the  ltne 
and  America  of  Ndture,  and  folid  truth ,  hath  obte- 
nebratedthe  whole  table  of  Phyfick,  by  undue  m- 
diffindtion  *  fo  hath  it  been  a  meanes  touiherm 
that  incongruous  form  ofunadtiquat  remedies,  and 
thereby  to  become  a  labor ious  cherifher,to  devolve 
and  heaps  up  one  huge  halfe  of  all  the  languifhing 
miferiesand  Calamities  on  man  fince 

Behold,  what  can  any  of  the  whole/;/tee,o* 
batch  of  medicines  of  the  {hops  dotothat  copious 
company  of  incurables,  that  they  have  rangd  and 
reckoned. as defperate.-  Forofthem  they  have  gi¬ 
ven  but  a  (light  touch,  and  made  a  litle  and  mai- 
dcn-like  bafhful  mention ,  and  introduced  onely  a 
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palliative  cure ,  and  left  the  reft  to  the  providence, 
protection  and  compleating  of  Nature,  andkitchin- 
Phvfick:  fo  that  in  the  end  it  appears,  how  lull  or 
Calamity  and  defperation  their  engines  are  ,  too 
contemptible  and  weak  to  defend  nature,  or  make 
any  aflault  and  battery  upon  the  Eenemy  }  when 
they  (hall  bring  almoft  all  difeafes  into  the  Catalogue 
of  incurables,  or  turne  them  over  to  ferve  out  their 
prenticefhip ,  with  the  number  of  them,  who  are 
to  be  cured  by  change  of  Aire ,  diet  and  kit  chin-  Phy- 
fick  sthat  for  the  mod  p  art  fome  of  thofe  x 
or  Triacle  fellers ,  or  fome  old  woman  muft  cure, 
whom  the  great  learning  and  skill  of  Phyfitians 
have  left  as  uncurable,  and  then  go  about  to  excufe 
their  ignorance  and  temerity,  with  a falva  inobedi- 
entid  agrorum  circa  diet  a  regular  non  si  rifle  fervatas • 
Ah  alas !  how  many  abfurdities  and  abufes  are 
committed  with  thefe  deceits,  which  to  the  world 
are  not  yet  fufficiently  known. 

But  we  have  juft  caufe  to  hope,  atleaft  to  wi(h, 
that  Phyfitians  will  now  at  length  fuffer  themfelves 
tobeinftrufted,  from  the  autoptical!  unfuccefleful- 
nefle  of  their  own  praftice,  what  draw  devices, 
whatleane,  idle  Heights  their  thoughts  have 
fuggefted  to  flatter  their  ftarv’d  hopes  :  And  to 
me  it  is  an  Argument  not  to  be  flighted,  that  the 
fchoolS) and  Phyfitians  ofourdaies,  begin  tobefen- 
fible  of  the  ignominy  call:  upon  them,  and  their 
<jrt,by  the  fling  of  vulgar  tongues,  from  their  infe¬ 
licity  of curing*,  that  they  now  are  perfwaded,  to 
look  a  little  back  to  chymick  remedies  ^  that  now 
there  is  a  bridge  from  Galen  toParacelfnr ,  and  they 
can  eafily  remove  their  Land-marky^  andnegle&ing 
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the  foundations  ofthcir  own  art,  they  can  as  indif- 
ferentl  /and  promifcuoufly  ufe  any  chyrnck. reme- 
dies,  and  molt  miferable  poyfons,  as  thofe5  which 
their  Difpenjato  rics  have  defcrifcrd  ,  ana  taken  upon 
trnft  ^  inloniuch  the  Galemjls  fearing  to  be  out- 
gotMvhai  by  the  Collier  Chymift  and  the  chymericaU 
contemplative  Chymiftnnd  perceiving  the  dulnelie 
both  of  the  remedies ,  and  i  beorems  of  their  Pati  on9 
can  a  little  bend  the  hams  fuppled  with  the  oyle  of 
fmooth  and  implicite  credulity,and  an  idle  lazy  tub- 
feription,  and  have  now  (loop’d  to  that  infatuated 
principle  of  Tartars  of  Paracel jus  his  own  coin. 

This  makes  me  fee, that  the  Corrupt  opinion  and 
indeavour  of  Politicks,  have  call  no  little  darknellc 
on  the  glory  ot  gray-hair’d  experience ,  haveforfaken 
her  ftandard  principles^and  have  reduc’d  mans  mind 
from  the  greatnejje  of  works  to  the  fmalnejje  of  ob¬ 
lique  and  circulatory  way  of  intelligence  ,  [pecula¬ 
tion  ,  the  alone  Patron  of  idlenejje ,  and  fazittejje  9 
which  weakly  under(lood5and  violently  put  in  pra- 
aife  hath  made  a  Sha  mbits  9  rather  then  a  Sin  ft  nxry9 
to  butcher  men  violently,  and  devoure  and  deftroy 
them  infenftbly,  then  giveeafeor  fuccour. 

For  there  is  nothing  more  hard,  more  inhumane 
and  full  of  Cruelty ,  among  all  humane  ^rt.f,through 
fo  many  ages  undertaken  and  ufurp  d,then  that  art9 
whichbyaconcentrick  fubfeription  doth  make  new 
experiments  by  the  deaths  of  men,where  the  Earth 
covers  the  vices, the  errors 8c fraud ^of its  profeflors$ 
who  having  neVer  touch’d  fo  much  as  to  the  bark  Sc 
utter  (hell  'of  knowledge,  and  although  they  creep 
on  their  bellies  all  daies  oftheir  lives,  and  feed  upon 
the  dnfi  ofthe  earh  apt  to  be  blown  away  by  every 
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puffe  of  folid  truth,  yetthink  they  are  in  th e  third 
W«ofPhyfick,  and  light  ofnatuie,  and  by  read- 
j„„  of Ga’ett  andAriSit>tle,con<xii  they  have  rifle  d  her 
rich  'Ireafuries,  trac'd  her  footfteps  to  a  haiie,  and 
exa&ly  furvey’d  the  wholey/eL/and  round  of  Nature, 
But  verily  they  who  think  la,  it  they  be  fuch  as 
have  a  minde  large  enough  to  take  into  their 
thougts  a  generall  furvey  of  naturalland  humane 
things,  would  foon  prove  themlelves  in  that  opini¬ 
on  far  deceiv’d ,  and  would  foon  tie  up  their 
tongues,  difcerning  themlelves  all  this  while,  like 
the  high  flown,  felfe-conceited  Laodicea.  For  while 
they  prefume  and  deem  they  keep  the  keyes  of  the 
fcience  ,  do  yet  neither  themfelves  enter  into  the 
Clofet  and  inner  parlour  of  Nature ,  nor  will  they  admit 
willingly  others  that  would.  > 

I  thought  once  tohave  becalm’d  this  Sea  or  diftra- 
|ryy  ^Be  golden  "Trident  oTehymicall  Theorem  s, 
whom  as  a  Lady  of  honour  I  have  courted,  and  de¬ 
voutly  kifs’d,  and  to  whom,  I  am  not  afham’d  to 
profefsdow  my  ftri&  obfervance^but  alas  and  alack 
for  wo/I  could  find  no  reft  here;!  found  too  much  of 
theleavenof  ChryJtppus  ,  who  was  the  fir  ft  that  pul¬ 
led  Phyfick  out  of  experience^  put  it  into  opinion : 

to  fJp  r oftet  orhu,r%VTis  rni  j  UmiShxc  vTlv  QeyvTt’&vrut^  were 

a  generationof  men,  in  Plato  s  daics,  and  the  line 
it  feemes  is  not  yet  extinct.  Becaufe  therefore  I 
cannot  foole  my  own  credulity  fo  far,  as  to  fit  down 
to  an  implicite  conformity,  coopt  up  and  immur  d 
within  thefe  paper  walls,  and  finding  it  afiaughter- 
houfeof  humanityvandtpconfpire  to  theextirpati- 
on  of  "whole  families  and  Common-wealths^  (the 

beft  part  of  the  world,)  andTeeing  I  plow  in  the 

fame 
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fame  field  5  I  fhall  endeavour  7  and  am  refolv’d 
by  the  knife  of  chiroponall  pyrotechuy  tocutthe 
throat  of  thde  Petty  doggers,  and  lctouttheheart- 
bloud  of  theblinde  Phyfick  of  this  Nation,  who 
deierves  to  be  the  leading  card  and  do  humbly  con- 

45  ceive  it  nothing  above  my  duty,  either  for  the  diffi¬ 
culty  5or  the  cenfuve  that  may  pofle  thereon,to  com¬ 
municate  the  fence  and  revolution  of  my  thoughts, 
and  Colletf-ions,  and  do  offer  them  now  in  this  ge- 
nerall  labour  of  reformation,  to  thecandidview  of 
all  good  Chriftians,  to  the  Schools,  and  all  inge¬ 
nious  head?)  ^  efpecially,  becaufe  I  fee  it  the  hope  of 
a  handful  of  good  and  learned  men,  that  this  Croco¬ 
dile  ,  whofeemsto  weepe  for,  and  offer  helpe  to, 
the  affii&ions  andlangnifhingmiferiesof  men,  and 
yet  deftroies  them,  might  fpendits  utmoffdatein 
this  Common- Wealth-,  arid  that  there  might  be 
fome  courfe  taken  in  the  body  of  Phyfick,  in  this 
Nation,t  hot  the  fqualid  difeafesof  Phyfick  and  me¬ 
dicines  might  be  cured  $  without  which, no  hopes  of 
ever  curing  the  ficknefles  of  the  body  of  man  .*  this 
therefore  fhall  be  the  fteerage ,  the  taskeand  period 
of  this  difeourfe,  to  prove, 

That  the  whole  mode ,  method  and  body;  of 

46  phyfick,  as  it  is  now  preferibed  and  pra&ifed,  with 

the  defires  of  good  men,  groans  for  a  reforma¬ 
tion,  :  ‘  n  »  r  *  ,  •  ' 

I  thinke,  I  fhall  have  no  juft  Caufe  to  complain 

of  any  thing  but  that  it  is  indeed  too  copious  to  be 
the  matter  of  a  difpute,  ora  defence,  rather  to  be 
yielded  as  in  the  beft  ages,  a  thing  of  common  rea- 
fon,  not  of  controverfie. 

To  write  in  that  in  which  there  is  no  beaten  path, 

is 


47 


I 


The  vanity  of  the  craft  of  Phyfc\. 

is  moft.  honourable,  for  he  that  leades,  hath  this 
advantage  above  others ,  if  others  follow  him,  he 
hath  the  glory  of  it,  if  not,  he  hath  the  cxcufe  of 
prejudice. 

He  therefore  who  by  adventuring  (hal  be  fo  happy,  48 
as  with  fuccefle  to  light  the  way  of  fuch  an  expedi¬ 
ent  liberty  and  truth,  as  this,  fhall  reftorcthe  much 
abuled-,  overwrong’d,  and  eclipfed  glory  and  re¬ 
nown  of  Phyfick  :  and  (hall  deferveofallappre- 
herlive  roenfconlidering  the  ruines*  the  dangers 
and  dreadful!  effe&s,  the  ignorance,  errors,  abufes, 
impieties  and  cruelties  of  PhyfitLns,  in  a  thing  of 
fo  great  price,  whofe  Ioffe  is  irreparable,  and  moft 
perilous  to  humane  eftate,  which,  forwant  of  in¬ 
light  into,  and  reformation  in  the  pra&ife  of  Phy¬ 
fick,  have  been  committed  in  this,  as  well  as  other 
Common-  wealths)fhall  deferve  I  fay  to  be  reck  n  ed 
among  the  publick  Benefadors  of  civil  and  humane 
life,  equal,  nay  above  the  Inventours  of  wind  and 
oyle :  for  this,  namely,  health,  is  a  farre  dearer,  farre 
nobler  and  more  dehreable  cherilhing  to  mans  life, 
unworthily  and  unmercifully  expos’d  to  ruine  and* 
danger. 

In  which  work,  he  whofe  courage  can  ferve  him 
to  give  the  firft  onfet,  muftlookfor  two  Hydras  of  49 
feveral  oppofitions;  the  one,from  them,who  would 
exaft  the  tunnage  and  poundage  of  all  knowledge 
and  skill,  and  excile  alj  ingenuity  and  Autergiej 
who  have  fworn  themfclves  to  longcuftome,  and 
the  afFeded  tedious  Icrible  of  Galen^  whole  whole 
ftheare  of  reafon,  art,  skill  and  praftife,  turnes  in 
Galens  Zenith,  and  his  accomp!  ices,  will  not  out  of 
the  road:  The  other  from  thofe,  whofe  formal  ig- 
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norancegrofle  and  vulgar  apprehenfions,  together 
with  their  grave  obftinacy,(’twixt  whom  an  entire 
league  hath  ever  been  held jeon  celt  but  low  of  Phy- 
iick  whofe  cloudy  and  imperfect  opticks,  could  ne¬ 
ver  endure  to  pry  into  the  Myfteries  of  Nature^and 
5°  in  the  work  of  healing,  thinke  they  have  all.  This 
only  is  dcfif  d  of  them  who  are  minded  to  judge 
hardl  y  of  thus  maintaining, that  they  would l  be  ftil, 
and  heare  all  out,  nor  thinke  it  equall  to  anlwer  de¬ 
liberate  reafon^  withfodainta^  and  noifet,  remem- 
bring  this,  that  many  truths ,  now  of  reverend  ejteem 
and  Credit,  had  their  birth  and  beginning  once 
from  fingular  and  private  thoughts,  while  themolt 
of  men  were  otherwife  poftefs’d ,  and  had  the  fate 
at  firft  to  be  generally  exploded  and  exclaim’d  on, 
by  many  violent  oppofers  :  Neverthelefte  it  (hall 
be  here  fought  by  due  waies  and  means  to  reclaim, 
and  bring  it  from  under  the  rubbiftj  of  gentiliih  and 
anarchical!  principles,  into  the  Monarchy  of  pyrotech- 
w^//experience.  Yet  would  we  not  be  mijraken, 
to  be  thought  for  ft  iffe  pleading  for  a  contus  d  abo- 
liftiingof  thefe  things ,  as  the  Rabble  demolilh  /- 
waves ,  in  the  zeale  of  their  hammers  orr  vio.ating 
the  fepulchres  of  good  men  ,  or  rudely  break  up,  not 

20  through  open  doors.  . 

°  The  Apollinian  feience  then,  or  artoi  rhy  fick,  is 

every  where  brought  upon  the  Stage  ^  ^and  made 

the  laughing-ftock  of  the  fick-bramd  vulgar  * 
becaufe  Thyjitians^  who  have  hctcrodogma-iz  and 
deviated  from  the  ancient  beaten  path  of  clear  rea- 
fon  and  experience,  put  no  diftinddon.betwecn  the 
venerable  grey-haires  of  ancient  Phyftck,  and  them 
whoweaje  her  honourable  fiiver  livery,  from  the 
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old  fcurjj  of  Galen  and  his  accomplices,  benighted 
to  the  clouds  of  ignorance,  and  that  Tatterdemalion 
•Lmojiema  of  Peripatetical  Sc  Galenical  predicaments 
of  qualities  5  whereby  ,  to  heads  of  a  larger  fize, 
they  feem  to  have  put  out  their  own  eyes,  and  wil¬ 
lingly  fubjed  themfelves,  like  Mill-horfes  to  grind 
in  the  Mill-houfe  of  cufiome  and  Tradition ,  anda- 
forchand,  to  have  (fak’d  themfelvesto  a  refoluti- 
on  to  confine  to  the  Cuftome  of  the  Schools,  and  fit 
down  to  a  precife  Conformity,  to  lap  up  the  prodi¬ 
gious  vomits  of  Arifotle ,  Galen  and  other  illiterate 
Ethnicks ,  and  in  effed  to  prefcribe  all  the  heads  of 
the  prefent  age,,  as  Pupils  to  the  dull  and  doting  ad~ 
vi foes  of  the  ancient,  precedent  Paper- fluffier  s-,  and 
thennolefletofay,  as  in  fupernaturall  things  they 
are  wont,  fo  in  naturall,  to  make  it  a  kind  of  blaf- 
phemy,  at  lead  prefumption,  to  ftep  one  haires 
breadth'  from  the  cry’d  up  and  vulgar  receiv’d 
way  :  So  hardly  in  good  footh  can  the  dotage  of  thofe 
who  dwell  upon  antiquity  ,aUow  prefent  times  any  flare  54 
of  wifdome  or  shyll.  F or  we  are  not  overbold  to  fup- 
pofe  what  they  read  ,  theybeleeve,  and  what  they 
beleeve,  they  leave  to  the  confedion  ofan  Apothe¬ 
cary  and  family, without  any  manuall  or  mechanick 
experiment.  For  who  among  the  formoft  of  them, 
can  juftifie  their  pofitions  and  rules  by  pradife^  not 
by  their  hands,  but  fancies.  Hence  it  is  that  every 
druggifi  and  old  woman ,  with  Mother  Mid-night ,and 
of  every  occupation  Tally  forth,  and  dare  to  intrude 
themfelves  into  the  pradife  of  Phyfick,  putting  an 
affront  upon  Phyftians ,  becaufe  oftimes  in  many 
things  they  excel!  them.  F  or  of  old  they  are  wont 
to  refcrve  fomethings  to  thenafeives,  as  a  pledge  of 
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their  fame  mA  family  :But  after  that  the  flothful  and 
lazy  difquifitions  ol  Vhyfitians  prevail  d,  8c  the  itch 
of  Gain  turn’d  Thyfick L  into  a  plow  yto  make  long  tur- 
row’s  on  the  backs  ofpoor  mortals,by  the  juft  judg¬ 
ment  of  God  alL  things  went  to  wrack. 

The  Schools  will  have  the  fhuffling  and  cutting 
of  the  Cards5and  the  Colltdge drawesthe  choice ofc 
pMtiansSo  that  the  whole  pack  of  thofe  that  by  them 
are  accounted  worthy , are  they  who  have  fubfenb  d 
to  the  ignorance  and  unskilfulnelie  or  Ethnick  that 
the  Cathedral!  of  a\l  reafon,  learning  skill,  Philo- 
fophy  and  all  judgement,  igbt  vail  to  them,  and 
they  keep  the  key  es }  and  mans  life  it  felfe  fhould  be 
committed  to  them.  So  that  if  he  be  but  an  Aca- 
demwk,  though  a  meer  tnawmpthrept 5  and  perhaps 
a  Midas  they  can  but  hide  his  two  ambitious  eares, 
which  they  can eafily  doe,  by  his  implicit?  confor¬ 
mity,  he'ftiall  paffe  for  Cathedra!/  Doftor,  a  Ph?- 
fitianin/o//*,  with  an  imprimatur  on  his  back  9  asit 
he  were  the  nncrocojmall  Councell  of  States  chiei 
Phyfitian,  cum  privilegio  eujicd.  faint  is  pofvlii  lo 
that  upon  the  pofts ,  and  frontispeice  of  the  medi- 
call  conclave  is  written  likethat of  rUto's Academy, 
with  a  Nemo  hue  ingrediatur  tiifi  &c.  Whereby  all  o- 
thers  are  like  a  pawn  at  Chep ,  fill  up  a  Room,and 
that’s  all.This  is  now  handed  down  to  us  Europeans, 
and  is  in  poflefiion  and  pradife  among  Engl  if!)  men, 
that  hath  carry’d  away  the  bayes  from  all  others,  that 
they  will  not  be  befool’d  of  their  dberties  ,  n or 
blinded  in  their  underftandings,  by  any  devjle  : 
fo  that  charity  is  grown  cold,  and  doth  introduce! 
under  a  more  fafer  feal.and  longufe  hath  confirm  a 
this  begotten  ignorance  ,  pietending  the  right 
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of  prefcription.  And  we  with  it  doe  not  prove  a 
kind  of  ftaple merchandize,  to  be  feafd  and  ftamp’d 
like  our  Broad* clvtb^  or  IV ool-pdckj^  and  that  Art  and 
Ingenuity  become  not  tributary  to  the  Cnflome-houfe 
of  error,  opinion  and  Cuftomes,  and  that  the  F<*- 
tiors  or  Farmers  thereof,do  not  fo  monopolize,  or 
monarchic,  to  put  truth  at  the  bottom  of  the  fack, 
and  their  own  inventions  at  the  facks  mouthy  wher- 
by  God  Ihould  withdraw  his  gifts,  and  thofe  which  , 
he  hath  given  to  others,  continue.  The  Apoftle  5 
Vaul  would  have  widows  to  be  honour’d ,  that 
were  widows  indeed,  in  good  works  y  according 
to  the  command,  which  hath  ordain’d  the  vhypi.m 
to  be  honour’d,  who  (hall  truly  be  a  Phylitian  in 
good  works,  and  fo  {hall  teftifie  that  he  is  created, 
and  chofen  of  God  5  whofe  works  (hall  follow  ft  im, 
worthy  of  his  vocation  as  Utters  patents ,  as  ligns 
and  merits  of  his  honour  >  which  text  being  confi- 
der’d  we  find  honour  to  be  appointed  to  the  rhy/t- 
tian  becaufe  ofneceffityy  which  necefljty  doth  pre- 
fuppofe  bringing  forth  fruity  otherwife  in  vain  : 
not  that  the  force  of  the  precept,  runs  fo  in  necefli- 
ty,  as,  that  when  a  found  mamdoth  not  need  a  Phy¬ 
litian,  that  then  he  is  to  be  honour’d./  For  then  a 
Judge,  Counceilour,  Lawyer,  Souldier,  Husband¬ 
man,  Weaver  $  &c.  fliould  be  prefcribed  to  be  ho¬ 
nour'd,  by  the  fame  right  of  neceffity*.  j  Honour 
therefore  is  ordain’d  to  thePhyfitian,  created  by 
the  goodncffe  of  the  highefi  for  the  necellity  of  the 
lick,  to  heal  them  „•  But  the  neeeflities  of  a  fouldi- 
er,  judge,  Executioner,  weaver,  $cc.  are  not  con- 
licler  tl54scho(en  by-God  ,  but  as  promoted  by  men, 
to  execute  thofe  offices,  that  are  requifit,  and  that 
from  the  malice  of  men.  ■  b  3  There 
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There  is  a  four  fold  miftongnorance,  hath  en¬ 
ter’d  all-  at  once,  into  the  medj< ^ji(piol<mi6n5  and 
hath  left  it  without  honour :  namely ,  the  ignorance 
of  caufes,  the  remedy;,  the  manner  of  making  it, 
and  coaptation  of  it.  Truly  as  pyrotechny  doth  o- 
pen  bodies  before  our  eyes,  that  are  lock'd  }  to  nifo 
it  opens  the  gate  unto  naxura\\:PAtbf/>:phy  Under  the 
ignorance  and  (loth  of  the  Schools,  the  true  medi¬ 
cine  hath  lurk’d  fo  deprtfs’d,  that  that  which 
fhould  have  brought  the  greateji  light  unto  the  Phy- 
fitian,  feeing  the  whole  work  is  accounted  t*:cha- 
mc^  the  want  whereof  is  his  blindnefs,  and  unski  1- 
fulnefi'e,  th  at  through  pride  and  ldng  Cufrome,  is 
transferr’d  out  of  his  own  hands,  into  the  hands  of 
an  Apothecary  and  his  fervants$that’now  he  fees  not 
with  his  own  eyes,  nor  handles  with  his  own  hands, 
nor  under  hands  with  his  own  TMelkct  and  judge-- 
mentj o  that  here  lyes  themyfbery  of  iniquity . 

Our  pardon  for  this  plain-dealing,  is  fued  out 
in  forma  R.  P.  both  in  the  very  name,  nature* 
right  conftitution  and  right  reformation  of  it}  as 
alio  from  the  effeft  of  the  deputation,  when  it 
comes  in  competition  with  life,  with  difeafes,  with 
my  neighbour,  my  Friend,  my  brother,  my  voca¬ 
tion,  with  the  truth,  with  good,  with  hurt,  with 
things  fotruly  ferious,  andoffuch  moment.  For 
I  propound  not  to  my  felf  the  thanks  or  favour 
of  any  man,  having  alfo  learn’d  to  runne  thorow 
good  report,5c  evil  report.For  myown  vmderftand- 
ing  tells  me,  that  the  Art  of  Tkyfick,  hath  flood  « 
long  time  at  a  ftay,as  is  a  {hame  to  think^without  a- 
tiy  progreffe  made?  bccaufe  we  had  rather  (land 
to,  and  bring  honour  to,  and  deck  and  polifh  the 
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Inventions  of  F orrergner s ,  Greeks y  Barbarians  and 
Ethnicks .  In  the  mean  while  there’s  a  meta/xarpko- 
fis  in  the  wholefy jtente  ofdifeafes  3  new  difeafes  a- 
rife,  which  Galen  and  Hippocrates  never  knew  $  and 
the  old  ones  with  ftranger  and  crueller  fymptomes  j 
for  they  rife  again  difguis’d,  therefore  appear  ille¬ 
gitimate,  notanfweringtothedcfcriptions  of  the 
former :  And  that  fuch  a  thing  as  this  (hould  (land 
at  a  flay,  without  any  progrefle,  isbothfhameand 
lamentation  3  whil  e  our  healths  and  lives  call  great¬ 
ly  for  an  increafe  of  the  knowledge  of  healing.  How 
much,  and  to  .what  end  hath  that  lazy,  dull  and 
ungenerous  kind  of  Phyfitians  hindredthe  light  of 
Phyfick,  from  breaking  forth,  who  are  wife  only 
from  an  an  others  Comment^  and  deny,  that  the  art 
can  encreafe  above  what  they  know  :  And  there¬ 
fore  what  they  know  not,  they  drive  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  defperation,  into  the  Catologue  of incurable.  As 
if  our  Ance flours  refling  places,  were  to  be  like  Her¬ 
cules  pillars,  inferib’d  vith  a  Ne  plus  ultra  3  as  if  they 
had  attain’d  to  the  Meridian  of^knowledg,  by  the 
fix’d  North-pole  of  a  YLperfe&iott  3  and  on  that  Axletrec 
muft  turn  the  whole  6/0/*  ofpoflerities  knowledge, 
with  the  vthdlbHierarchf  oflelfer  and  greater  increa- 
fings  •*  as  if  the  wits  and  fpirits  of  the  prefent  times 
would  ferve  for  nothing,  but  to  go  a  wool-gather¬ 
ing  in  the  mlcktmjje or  wild  fields  of  ^he  foregoing 
fheep-fiearcrs  3  dr  werefit  for  nothing^but  to  lit.  with 
their  hands  in  their  pockets, .  in  a  lazy,  and*  impli¬ 
cate  conformity  to  this  medical  flatue  of  JEfculapiusi 
and  rather  then  to  conedt9  i  adde,  er*creafe?perfe&’, 
purg  and  reform  tHe^prdent/^^  anfi  ptalftfe^  had 
rather  fubferibe  to  it,;  and  be  air  obedient  (on  of  the 
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former  phffic^  fatierr, believe  it  cannot  be  amended, 
orits  very  difficult  togoeabout,  and  the  way  is  not 
dear,  and  fueh  like  tfft/We/ as  thefe  they  put  ;  as 
if  the  inventions  ot  our  Grand-}  cithers  had  rainm  d  up 
the  wav  of  our  own  m  Wfryj  and  had  occluded  the 
W«rL  of or  as  tf  (he  had  now  orfaken 
the  thirfty  and  laborious  inquirer ,  tod  wed  aga  nft 
her  nature  with  the  arrogant  and  (hallow dwbler. 
Such  is  the  fweetnefle  of  gain , '  that  every  one  brags 
of  and  with  love  admires  their  cmfufions  and  mq- 
ecBtwiis  of  medicines,  which  they  cad  mtpJM 
Receits:  But  then  ore  fecret  things,  which  in  times 
part  rendrcdPhyfitiars  that  were  lovers  of  labour 
veryfamous,  by  theftupify'ddroufineffe  of  Phyfi- 
tians,  contraQed  by  the  opium  of  dull  ignorance  and 
floth,arenowfiipp’d  into  the  hands  ofApothecaries, 

and  old  women.  .  ,  ,  ...  ,  . 

The  firft  that  we  meet  with,  who  will  needs  be 

rhyfitians  are  thofe,  who  truly  are  not  educated 

and  inftru&ed  to  this,  but  prompt  of  nature,  whofe 

Genius  leads  them  to  it,  fay  they,  and  are  cutout, 

and  are  configurated  for  it,  whofe  bare  >«*»«*£» 

and  rhe  tick  ling  itch  of  gain  1*  th  t- Jf Cendant ,,  a- 
ringany  thing,  which  they  haveheardto  have  pro¬ 
fited  others,  without  any  difquifition,  cognition, 
aoddiferiminationof  caufes:  For  thmee  have  al- 
moft  all  the  experiments  of  the  Schools  flow  d 
forth  ••  which  Galen  hath  confirm  d  by  the  example 
of  his  matter  guintittt.  For  making  experiments 
by  the  deaths  of  men, the  Schools  call  their gradual 
nioft  expert.  Others,  that  are  vulgar  Phyfitians, 
had  rather  heal  vulgar  only,  and  to  thefe  they  give 

their  Councells :  Come  alfo  offavouronly,  and  be- 
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ing  ask'd  j  but  the  moft  part  for  the  ambition  of 
honour  that  they  might  be  efteem ’das  wife  men,pof- 
feffe  this  innate  kind  of  vice.  Of  the  fame  fort  are 
thofe  deceivers,  who  would  feem  to  be  rich,  and 
therefore  give  all  their  miniftrations  gratis,  to  the 
dejlru&ion  or  cafuall  health  of  people.  To  thefe  fuc- 
cced  they,  who  covet  not  moneys  but  gijts ,  left 
they  fhould  feem  below  the  condition  of  great  and 
noblemen,  and  deferve  nothing  they  lay,  but  do  it 
.  for  acommongood.  Thelike  to  thefe  are  they, 
who  ccnfefle  truly  that  they  are  not  Phyfitians,  but 
have  great  skill  in  Phyfick,  and  have  their  fecrets 
and  receits  from  Kings ,  Emperours  Jpueens  and  great 
Ladies:  For  thefe  are  wont  to  fuborn  the  middle 
fort  of  people,  which  do  extoll  the  price  of  the  me¬ 
dicine.  Others  there  are  who  turn  themfelves  into 
vhyjitians ,  who  have  been  old  Souldiers,  and  now 
left  the  war  res,  brag  of,  and  fhew  their  wounds, 
and  thereby  think,  andperfwade  themfelves  they 
have  got  great  experience.  Someof  the  Clergy  alfo, 
Vriejls  and  poor  Scholars ,  that  have  nothing  elfe  to 
do  mull:  now  turn  Vhyjitians .  Some  filenc’d  mini- 
fters  and  outed  of  their  benefices,  lay  hold  upon 
Phyfick,  and  commit  force  and  violence  to  her 
body,  that  ifone  fails,  t’other  may  hold, and  think 
their  Latin,  and  their  'Coat,  the  grand  C barter s  to 
.  entitle  them  to  the  pradife  in  Phyfick.  There  are 
a  generation  alfo  who  pretend  to  Ajlrology£hiroman- 
cyjjand  why  not  to  Cofcinomancy )  to  Vkyjiognomy  too, 
dare  tamper  with  Vhyp-cj^  and  by  fchemes^  Angles , 
and  Corfiguraions  predid  not  only  difeafes,  but  the 
Cure  alfo,  and  fo  thinke  themfelvesab XePhyfitians^ 
and  the  rathersbecaufc  thev  are  now  mafters  of  A  rt, 

E  in, 


l 


M  atsotecbnia  Medians. 

in  and  inftitutedby,  the  heavenly  Academy,  and 
Colledge  of  ftars .  Others  fcrible  upon  paper,  (  not 
the  innoxious  words  of  Salomon,')  but  characters, 
charms  as  they  call  them,  whereby  Difeafes  as  well 
as  Devils  are  chas’d  away,  and  crofle  themlelves  be¬ 
fore  and  behind,  leaft  the  Devil  (hould  take  him  a- 
way,  writing  powerfull  words.  There  are  alfo, 
who’  are  well  known  in  divers  idioms  ,and  pretend  to 
fpeak  Chaldiack,Arabjck  or  Dalmatic^  andareloden 
with  many  arts  $  at  laft  vaunt  only  de  mat  heft  or  hi - 
form:  Many  of  the  fe  know  nothing  lefle  then  to 
‘  make  the  Thylofophers  ftone^  and  carry  about  them 
propagable  mines, with  a  perpetuall  ferment.  There 
are  they  again  who  pretend  to  be  baptized  Jevres 
(  more  wicked  then  the  not  baptiz’d)  who  have 
learn  d  from  the  Kabala  to  mortifie  mercury  divers 
wayes,  and  alfo  to  prepare  poyfons  varioufly, 
which  are  goodagainft  all  difeafes,and  many  more. 
They  brag  of  the  Hebrew  tongue  to  contain  the  fun¬ 
daments  of  all  fciences,  and  the  grand  fecrets  of 
States,  and  Common-Wealths,  and  are  big  with 
the  foreknowledge  of  futures  .•  They  often  cite  their 
Rabbwefj  the  book  of  Nebolohu,  with  the  little  key 
of  Salomon,  from  whence  they  can  read  things  paffc, 
as  well  as  to  come.  Others  alfo  aflert  the  medicall 
art  tobe hereditary 0  and  to  run  in  the  line  of  their 
oven  progeny,  although  they  be  all  fools  ot  Knaves.  And 
then  at  laft  if  thefe  cannot  be  accounted  ofamong 
wen,  they  have  a  fure  Card  they  think  to  play,  and 
to  be  fure  th  ey  wil  1  be  1  eceiv’d  among  women  5  and 
to  that  end  brag  of  the  cofmetick  faculty,  of  fweet 
oyntments,  oylesand perfumes  5  andtheart  topre- 
ferve  their  beauty  5  or  repair  it  if  ruin’d:  And  a 
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hundred  to  one,  if  they  have  not  a  fling  at  the  Cede* 
iltxll  Hone  too,  of  Armenia ,  whereby  they  can  cure 
a  large  catalogue  of  difeafes.*  forthefeare  cutout 
of  the  fame  hide  with  Greeks  and  Jews  ^  anything 
wil  ferve,  to  cheat  the  credulous  vulgar  ofthdr 
money, when  it’s  known  to  all  that  know7  any  thing 
of  Phyfick,  that  that  divine  blew  ftone,  is  but  Ro¬ 
man  vitriol,  that  is  to  be  had  at  every  Druggitt  and 
J pot hec trie,  (hops,  and  is  us’d  by  every  horfe-leach • 
There  is  al  fo  a  fugitive  kind  of  men  from  the  family 
of  the  Chjmtfts,  who  while  they  brag  of  feled  and 
precious  things ,  fell  nothing  lefle  then  poyfons, 
and  take  all  liberty  of  lying  to  the  deluded  igno- 
rants;  Thefe  fugitives  being  apojlate Idiots  from  the 
Chymt&s  furnaces.  But  the  Schools  do  with  greater 
fecurity,  and  above  all,  with  amoft  liberall  autho¬ 
rity  impofetheir  things  upon  mortalls.  For  when 
we  (hall  come  to  fliew  by  the  inevitable  determi¬ 
nation  of  truth,  that  they  have  been  hitherto  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  knowledge  of  drfeafe  j,and  their  remedies  % 
not  knowing  the ejjence  of  aremedie,  initstruena- 
ture,  end  and  ufe  5  as  alfo  ignorant  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  o£ftmples.(ns  wefhal  (hew  anon  Jtheir  prepar¬ 
ation,  con  junft ion3and  a  ppropriation :  In  the  mean 
time,  they  promote  their  Schollars  :  This  man  be- 
caufehe  hath  Latin  and  Greeks  a  Do&or  or  chi - 
rurgiun  to  his  Father  .*  Another  becaufe  he  is  made  a 
majier  of  Arts,  hath  heard  and  read  le&ures :  Ano¬ 
ther  alfo  becaufe  he  holds  to  Euclid's  elements,  and 
brags  he  is  for  him  $  orthat  he  hath  learn’d  to  di- 
fpute  or  rather  [cold  from  Arifiotle  :  Another  hath 
his  call  to  pradfife  Phyfick,  from  his  daily  reading 
ofbooks,and  fubtileproblematicalldifputingupon 
every  propofition  3  fothat  in  three  years  they  are 
i  E2  ‘  chang'd 
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chang’d  into  very  learned  men  :  Wherefore  they 
Tead  the  voluminous  books  of  Galen ,  Avicen  and 
th ^interpreters.  Then  they  revolve  tier balis^  where¬ 
in  the  fhapes  of  herbs  are  decipher’d  to  the  life  5 
the  which  if  they  have  not  yet.  known  very 
well  they  are  fent  to  the  (hops,  and  gatherers  of 
fimples,  with  this  mandate,  that  when  they  have 
well  known  the  effigies  of  the  fimples,  they  may  re¬ 
turn  to  their  leftions,  which,  with  much  and  long 
ftudy  they  have  colle&ed  out  of  divers  Authors^ that 
they  may  learn  the  powers  of  fimples  and  eom- 

poundstogether  with  their  applications :  They  fee 

alfo  cadaverous  feftions,  and  hear  and  learn  the  Ga- 
lenicall  Lurrey,  the  method  of  healing,  theufeofthe 
■parts  and  differences  of  pnlffs ,  and  then  when  they 
have  thus  learn ’d  to  they  Janch  forth  into  the 

fea  of  difeafes  to  cure  them,  with  that  confidence 
and  preemption,  as  if  they  had  been  at  it  a  fcore  o f 
vears.and  look  for ffalutations  12  fcore  off*  \Ve  pit — 
ty  the  miferable  condition  of  mankind  obnoxious  to 
fo  many  internail  calamities,  and  expos’d  to  fo  ma¬ 
ny  external  outrages  and  violences  of  fuch  ignorant 
pretenders  5  who  when  they  have  cruelly  kill’d  a- 
ny  Man,- [Irate  or  great  man,  under  the  black&nd.  dif- 
ptall  rules  of  the  Schools,  they  fly  to  their 

Sanffnary,  and  take  the  liberty  and  boldnefle,  asol 

Jaw,  to  bring  him  to5  and  call  it  the  incnrableneffe 
of  hisdifeale,  and  every  where  have  their  patrons 
andaccomplices.-  So  much  the  more  miferably  do' 
poor  mortals  truftto  them,  becaufethey  hide  their 
ignorance  among  the  vulgar,  under  the  cloak  of  pro¬ 
motion  and  [wearing  5  becaufe  they  ft rear  they  will 
faithfully  help  infirmities,  which  alas  they  are  who- 
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ly  ignorant  of,  as  alfo  of  the  remedy  $  yea,  that 
trier  ctties  of Phy fick^  Galen,  their  Prince,  hath  not  61, 
fhewn  one  medicine, that  is  not  borrow’d  from  Em- 
prick /,  hovvfoeyer  he  triumphs  in  his  blew,  and 
childifh  Jhrorji  of  complexions  and  degrees,  tamfe- 
cundum genera,  quamloca*  For  ffhtintius  Galen s  ma¬ 
tter,  was  wholly  an  Empirick->  and  every  where 
implor’d  by  his  Scholar.  Let  not  the  Schools  then 
contemn  praffife  and  experience  ,  but  fling  away 
their  pride  and  floth,  and  it’s  eafie to  cure  that  dif- 
eafe  among  them  ,  namely,  the  uncurableneffe 
©fdifeafes.  By thismeans (hall  thepower and ver-  62 

tue  of  healing  ftand  upright  under  every  weight  y 
thath,  all  difeafes  with  her  are  of  one  pi  ice,  and 
no  diminution  canbemadeby  any  d/feafe.  For  God  < 
as  he  hath  not  made  death  fo  neither  doth  he  rejoice 
in  the  perdition  of  the  livingrE  or  he  made  all  Nations 
of  the  world  eafie  to  be  cur’d,  nor  is  there  an  exter¬ 
minating  medicine.  It  may  be  granted, that  fome- 
times fome  alimentary  difeafes  may  be  healed  by  the 
remedies  of  the  (hops,  to  wit,  they  which  admit 
of  Spontaneous  confumptions,  and  eafie  refolutions  : 
but  in  dangerous }  difficult,  fir  eng  difeafes,  in  which 
ar efixt  and  chronical i  roots,  the  ufe  of  them  does 
more  hurt  then  good,  Hippocrates  truly  left  to  po- 
fterity,the  inquifition  of  higher  remedies  5  becaufe 
our  Anceftors  liv’d  in  more  happy  Ages.  But  the 
Schools  and  Phyfitians  of  an  idle  and  lazy  nature, 
have  not  refpe&ed  the  greater  neceffities  of  mortals, 
but  content  with  Galen  and  his  gffuintius,  have  not 
perceiv’d  the  defedls  of  mortalls,  feeing  gam  hath 
carryed  them  away  and  they  ate  fure  to  have  it, 
whatfoever  the  event  be.  To  this  carelefnefleand 
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floth  of  theirs  is  witneffe,  that  they  have  not  yet 
once  thought  of  a  medicine  for  thejtone,  nora  poor 
A  me.  or  pain  of  the  teeth. 

The  powers  of  things,  as  well  as  the  thttndrmg 
accufations  of  the  fick,doe  befreuk their  ignorance : 
as  if  the  porters  andeu  rtttes  of  medicine,  were  put  in¬ 
to  things  byN. dure,  andthcGod  of N«»w,onlya* 
a  box  to  contain  them,  and  not  to  be  open  d5ana  their 
excellencies  to bt  coin mnn i cated.  T h atSn ence then, 
which  enables  men  to  look  thorovo  the  (hop  ot  mcdi- 
one  the  topick  tabern.rcleof  natural  powers  and 
teaches  to  unlock  bodies  that  are  fhut ,  and  to  draw 
forth  their  hidden  verities ,  is  not  peculiar  to  the  fa¬ 
mily  ol  P harmacopolifts,  nor  truly  isth erhormaceaUcK 
part  a  hand-maid  to  it  ( as  is  the  tdkoUgnorants  ) 
but  is  a  powerful!  i  census  [is  ot  natural!  hijtory . 

For  Pharmacy  truly  began  at  firft  from  the  Mer¬ 
chant  sol  fimples,  and  collectors.  of  tnrbs;  butthen 
when  the  rhyjitians  perceived,  that  i.  was  not  fit  for 
every  oneto  boyl,condtte and  prepare  .impks  there¬ 
fore  that  alto ,  was  committee  tothi t,ellcr  of 

fimples.  In  the  mean  while  the  more  cho’ce  and 
fecret  things,  P byjttians  kept  to  themfelves,  whereby 
they  purchas’d  honour  to  their  pofttmy.  But  at 
length  the  j loth  of  rhyfitians  mcreafing ,  they  were 
content  to  runthorow  the  ftreets  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  to  make  a  feat  of  gain,  bythem  Wwgof 
vifitalions  :  Then  atlength  chopt  in 
and  feleft  formes,  that  they  ftould  be  kept  in  the 
fhops,  and  fet  to  fale,  rather  for  expedition  then 

propriety  1  whence  at  laft  phyfitiansjoyntng  corn 
pounds  with  compounds,  they  adtniniftrcd  to  the 
fick  fometimes  a  mifcellany  of  a  theufand  topics. 
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that  if  one  would  not  helpe5  another  (hould,  atlcaft, 
they  would  be  fure  toexcufe  themfelves,  becaufe 
theyhadcarryedonthe  cure  of  the  fick,  according 
to  prefcrib’d  rules.  This  is  the  medicining  at  this 
day,  from  which  how  much  the  chymick  Philofo- 
phy  differs,  they  know  who  hare  but  faluted  the 
fame  at  the  threlhold ,  and  but  warm’d  at  the  her  me- 
tick fite.  „  ,  r 

Before  the  threfioldof  the  Jhop,  we  cannot  chute  ££ 
but  have  a  fling  at  the  Defcribers  of  Simples.  For 
though  there  beno  field  more  fpacious,  plentiiull 
and  pleafant  on  the  whole  face  of  the  Earth,  nor 
where  the  minde  may  be  more  intent  or  delighted, 
then  in  the  matter  of  herbs  and  vegetables ,  the  Earths 
Embroidery,  and  dame-Natures  revels,  when  in  her 
Virgin  vernall  beauty,  (he bids  Holy-day  and  rants 
it  in  her  great  filken  finople  ward-robe  of  lundry 
veftments,  beftudded  with  the  Pearls  and  Diamonds 
of  lovely  Flowers ,  yet  not  with  (landing  lefle  pro- 
grefle  hath  hardly  been  made  elfewhere.  For  the 

Arabians,  Gentiles,  Barbarians,  f alv dges,  and  Indi-  , 

ans ,  do  more  vigilantly  and  judicially  obferve  their 
fimples  and  things  growing  among  them,  then  all 
th eEurop£an  ^r/^/befides.Since3even  from  the  dales 
of  Plato  ( wherein  Diofcortdes  cl military  man  lived  ) 
there  hath  almoft  nothing  bin  added  to  the  vegetal 
ble  Common-wealth,  or  matter  of  herbs,  but  very 
much  taken  away,  and  the  Tyranny  of we  know  not 
what  ftrang  Monflers  otphyfickintvoducd.GalenYike 
a  Plagiary  and  fneaking  FilcherSsi ppr  effing  the  name 
ofDiofcorides,  makes  u(e  of  his  words,  which  Pliny 
in  the  mean  time  befprinkles  with  many  trifles,  as 
being  of  a  poor  and  (hallow  judgement,  and  una- 
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ble  to  diftinguifh  that  which  is  likely  from  that 
which  is  true,  and  that  which  is  falfe$  by  which 
means  he  heaped  up  a  multitude  of  things,  that  by 
the  bulk  of  his  book,  he  might  equallize  the  fulneile 
of  his  name.  But  to  this  very  day,  even  the  more 
learned  and  leading  part  of  Phyfitians,do  as  yet  hold 
a  Logomachie  and  anxioufly  dilpute  only  about  the 
'(haves  and  names  of  Herbs.  As  if  when  the  Counte¬ 
nance  were  known,  we  fhould  think  the  Towers  did 
not  openly  fpeak  unto  them >  the  powers  Hay,  firlt 
deliver’d  by  Diofcorides  :  fothat  the  medicall  po¬ 
wer,  feemethto  have  arrived  at  her  perfection ,  in. 
the  fir  ft  Author.  In  the  mean  time  thofc  things  that 
wereof  greateft  moment  have  been  negle&ed  hither- 

69  ’ButtheNeotericbj  and  more  modern  Authors,  have 
begun  to  diftinguifh  Herbs  into fexes,  and  thinking 
that  thereby  they  have  difcover’d  many  things, they 
have  yet  complain’d  that  thefc  things  have  been 
veil’d  .*  As  if  Nature  did  labour  in  jeft,  and  not 
in  earneft,  being  folicitousof  the  fex,  whereas  fhe 
contenteth  her  felf  with  that  which  is  androgynous 
and  promifcuous.  For  th tfex  refpedts  nothing  but 
veneration,  and  not  the  operation  and  relation  of 
pairsiWherefore  to  the  end  that  fhe  who  wholy  re- 
ferr’d  her  felf  to  certain  ends, known  to  her  Creator , 
might  not  frame  one ivt  or  title  in  vain,  wherefoe- 
ver  there  was  no  need  of  the  marks  of  fexes  fox  gene¬ 
ration  in  the  compofure  of  things,  fhe  quite  omit¬ 
ted  them.  But  if  of  two  (imples  the  one  is  flronger 
or  rougher  then  the  other,  that  dejroteth  not  the/cx, 
bur  the  degree  of  rougher  or  gentler  motion  for 
by  longfoit  motion/  and  circulation  that  is  mode- 
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rate ,  heat,  fharpneffe,  roughneffe,  or  what  ever 
elfe  is  prefented  to  the  Ventarchy  offences,  as  ex- 
tream  and  violent,  is  taken  away  5  and  becometh 
afubjed;  wholly  fubdu’dto  the  fcepter  of  our  Na¬ 
ture,  and  yields  a  fweet  fmelling  favour  .*  for  a 
fragrant  fmel  is  nothing  elfe  then  a  (harp  fmel,when 
it  is  moderate.  Example  of  Pepper  and  Euphorbinm  5 
of  rough  and  violent  motions,  and  therefore  have 
no  fragrant  fmell.  While  therefore  the  fame  fim- 
plerotteth,and  is  changed  into  little  animals,  thefe 
are  not  of  one,but  of  both/ ’xes\  which  truly  would 
not  come  to  paff  eifthofefim  pies  had  already  a/ex 
or  fexuall  powers  within  them.  For  of  the  fame 
numericall  herb,  infe&s,  as  well  of  the  male,  as  of 
the  female  fex,  are  prom ifcucufly  bred. 

There  hath  alfo  arifen  other  fed s  afterwards,  7° 
who  obferved  th e  Signatures,  as  it  were  a  kind  of 
Talmiji ry  In  Herbs^  and  this  conceit  hath  been  very 
much  promoted  by  the  root  of  Satyrion:  And  by  ^ 
means  ofthis  chiefly  have  they  introduc’d  fcientia. 
jkgnata ,  or  Anatvmia  cjjata ^  that  is,  new-fangfd 
names,  and  fwelling  titles,  to  gloze  their  foppe¬ 
ries.  Forme,  lam  affiired  by  faith,  that  neither  is 
man  the  Image  of  Nature ,  nor  Nature  the  Imageof 
man.  God  out  of  the  eternal!  providence  of  his 
Goodneffe  and  wifdome,  hath  enough  and  more 
then  enough  provided  for  neceffities  to  come.  He 
made  and  endowed  (implest o  thedefign’d  ufes  of  all 
neceffities^  that  is, he  compos'd  and  dire&ed  them 
to  the  end  and  fcopeof  neceffities  .*  And  therefore 
we  may  very  lawfully  and  defervedly  be  excus’d, 
if  we  conceive  the  whole  bufincfle  of  the  Con  jueft  of 
difeafes3lies  upon  the  fhoulders  and  tingle  flock  of 
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ftmfles'va.  their  right  preparation  for  Phyfick  ;  nay, 
we  are  bound  tobeleeve  that  Jimples  in  their  fim- 
plicities,  arefufficient  for  the  Cure  of  aildifeafese 
wherefore  we  ought,  and  more  becoming  it  is  to  us 
of  this  Nation,  to  employ  more  ftudy  in  the  enqui¬ 
ry  of  their  vertues,  then  in  difcuflion  of  problems 
concerning  them ,  fince.  in Jimples ,  that  is,  in  their 
right  knowledge  and.  Thilofophicall  prepay ation->  is  the 
perfeCt  cure  and  remedy  of  all  difeafes  and  confe- 
quently  Difpenfatories ,  the  monument  of  the  lazy  Lu 
turgy  of  Thyfitians ,  and  other  Ethnick  Directories, 
endeavouring  to  compound,  confound  and  confedi 
many  medicines,  makebutaHodge  potch  though 
few’d  in  with  fweetbroth,theirfyrups^  and  though 
they  hart,  and  hotly  purfue  the  Game  oi Jimples  , 
yet  they  loofe  their  fent,  grow  lazy,  undoe  all, and 
with  a  fecret  kinde  of  blafphemy  go  about  to  fup- 
p]y  the  divine  infufficiency:  And  let  us  be  excus’d 
to  paufe  a  little,  and  bethink  us  every  way  round 
e’re  we  lay  fuch  a  flat  Solecifme  upon  the  gracious 
and  moft  benigne  bounty  of  God.  Hence  Tar  ace * 
fus  writeth  to  the  Chirurgians  $  to  what  purpofedo 
you  fnperadde  vweger  to  the  root  of  Comfrey, or  bole, 
or  fuch  like  baleful  1  additaments,  while  God  hath 
compos'd  this  fimple  fufficient  tocurethefra&ure  of 
the  bones?  Whatfoever  thou  {halt  adde  to  it,  is 
done  as.it  weye  to  make  God  fub)e&  to  thy  corre&i- 
on.  Thou  ai  t  foully  miftaken.  In  like  manner 
we  cona  ive  that  God  hath  fufficiently  and  perfeft- 
ly  compos’d  in  .  floppies  the  compleat  remedies  of 
what  foever  d  i  feafes . 

71  Finally  upon  fine  grounds  we  know  that  we 
have  no  Anatomtiall  kindled  with  the  Archevs  of 

vege- 
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vegetables,  whether  we  refped  the  whole  or  the 
parts  .*  F or  the  endowments  of  fimples  arc  from  the 
Creation ,  and  not  from  the  ufurpation  ofpoflefiion. 
For  the  proprieties  were  in  herbs,  before  fin3death 
and  neceflity.  Befideswe  believe  that  God  doth 
give  the  knowledge  of  fimples  to  whom  he  will,  out 
of  fupernaturall  grace,  and  not  by  the  fignes  of  Na¬ 
ture.  For  what  Chiromstnticff  kindred  with  the 
Tleurefy  hath  a  boars- tus^  goats -bloud  5  bulls*  pi&le^ 
horfe-dung  or  the  herb  daifie  ?  Or  whatfignature 
have  thole  fimples  common  to  them  ?  Indeed  I 
praife  my  Lord,,  who  primarily  created  all  things  to 
his  glory,  before  there  wete  ariy  difeufes,  >  nor  did 
he  marke  the  fimplesbyreafonofthedifeifes  that 
might  afterwards  happen,  but  for  the  beauty  ofthe 
Univerfe,  whence  arifeth  honour  to  the  Lord. 

There  have  not  likewife  been  wanting^  who 
have  compris’d  theimmenfeCatalogueof  difeafes* 
in  the  fignes  of  th&Zodikc^  ttWanhblomxut  Carich - 
terus  for  one,  whole  number  being  too  narrow,  t hey 
enlarged  every  onet>f  the  figns  into  a  triple  fedion  3 
fo  that  they  divided  all  the  powers  of  Herbs  into 
thirty  fix,  and  enclos’d  them  in  a  narrow  room. 
There  are  they  nlfo  who  fquare  the  powc  rs,vertues3 
afpe&s\ and  applications  in  th  eHorizon  of  herbs  to  d/f- 
eafes^  ftom  certain  portions  of  Heaven,  emitting 
fome  vertue  which  moveth  every  thing  in  the  kind, 
which  yet  is  divers  from  the  circular  motion.it  felf ; 
or  elfe  they  make  them  leffe  efficacious,  that  isf  in 
plain  Fnglifh  ineffectual  :■  And  fo  they  have  denomi¬ 
nated  fome  herbs folar  and  fome lunar,  and  fuch  like 
t  oics  put  into  great  words,  as  that  mechan.ick  expe- 
rimentat6r  hath  it  in  his  Sylva  Syharum .  it  is  mar.i- 
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fetf,  that  there  are  fome¥\o\vtr%that  haverefpett  to  the 
funne,  in  two  kjnds$  1  he  one  by  opening  and  putting  5 
andthe  other  by  bowing  and  inclining  the  header  Ma- 
ry-golds,.  Tulippa’s,  Piropernell,  and  indeed  moQ 
Flowers,  doopenorfpread  their  leaves  abroad,  when 
the  fu  nne fhineth  ferene  and  fair .  And  again  ( in  fome 
part)  cloje  them,  or  gather  them  inward,  either  towards 
night,  or  when  the  fkie  is  overcaft.  Of  this  there  needeth 
no  fuch  folemne  Reafon  to  be  ajjtgn  d  j  as  to  Jay,  that 
they  rejoice  at  the  prejence  op  the  funne$  and  mourn  at 
ihe  ab fence  thereof For  it  may  be  nothwgelfe,  but  a- 
lit  tie  loading  oj  the  leave f,  and  fwelimg  of  them  at  the 
hottome,  with  the  moiftnre  of  the  am  5  whereas  the  dry 
tat%  dfth  extend  them  F And  they  make  it  a  peice  of  the 
wonder,  that  Garden- claver  will  hide  the  ftalk  when 
the  funne  fheweth  bright  5  whicb  is  nothing  but  a  full 
expanflon  of  the  leaves.  For  the  bowing  and  inclining 
the  head  it  is  found  in  the  great  flower  of  the  iunne,  in 
Mary-gplds,  Wart- wort,  Mallow- flowers,  ando- 
ihcrs.  The Caufe  kfomewhat  more  obf cure  then  the  for¬ 
mer  fut  1  take  it  to  be  no  other, but  that  thepart  againft 
which  the  funne  beateth,  waxethmore  1  tint  and  flaccid 
mtheflalke,  and  thereby  lejje  able  to flip port  the  Flow¬ 
er.  ' 

The  like  trifling  wonder  make  they  of  Rofa  foils, 
or  as  others  admit  it  Ros folk,  with  which  if  Turfe - 
lan  or  fome  other  herbe  were  obferved  to  do  the 
like,  ij, would  fcarce  beof halfenin*  dales,  unlefie 
they  think  that  it  is  like  Gideons  Fleece oiWmH,  that 
the  Dew  fhould  fall  upon  that,  and  no  where elfe, 
Tt  were  well  truly  that  this  member  of  the  Common- 
Wealth  of  univerfall  knowledge  was  more  ftudiedj 
ftamely^thisof  Sympathies  and  Pyfpathiesfovmihh 


Jngle( note  Reader J  lyes  all  the  abftrufe  knowledge 
of  occult  properties  3  which  thingthe  Schools  have 
openly  proclaim’d  by  their  dull  hammering  upon 
and  toiling  about  it,  and  which  they  have  banilhed 
by  their  fetters  and  gins,defifling  where  they  fhouid 
have  begun.  There  is  then  in  inanimate  things  in¬ 
habitant  as  fpecies of fenfe^  phantafie ,  yea  and  electi¬ 
on  :  yet  in  an  analogous  confidemion,  according  to 
the  capacity  and  degree  of  every  thing.  We  (peak 
not  here  o fplant-animaJls  which  things  might  leeme 
ridiculous  to  many:  but  this  our  paradox  will  of¬ 
fend  no  man,  though  but  meanly  knowing-  Fn  the 
firffc place  then  without  doubt,  there  are  home  flo¬ 
wers  that  are  the  Laquies  of  the  fun  3  as  well  in  lucid 
daies,in  whichthefunne{liinesnot,asin  the  nights^ 
witnefling  that  they  have  both  motion ,  fenfe ,  and 
/^eofthe  funne;  fomuch,  as  without  which,  its 
lmpouible  they  fhouid  accompany  the  cloudediWv. 
And  alfo  as  in  the  evening  they  lofethe  Sun,  in  his 
fetting(who  until  he  haftens  to  the  Eaft,doth  not  o~ 
perate  among  us  dwelling  in  the  darkneffe  or  fha- 
dow  of  the  earth)  yet  neverthelefle  whether  the 
night  bp  boti  or  cold ,  or  ferene,  or  rainy  3  the  flo¬ 
wers  do  face  ^bout  equally  from  the  weft,  and  bend 
themfelves  and  falutethe  riling  Sun. Which  chiefly 
doth  denote  they  have  the  knowledge  of  the  riling 
and  folar  circuit,  and  in  what  part  he  is  about  to  be 
orient  or  Occident .  Call  it  the  injiinff  of  nature ,  or 
what  you  will.  Names  fhall  not  change  the  thing. 
Its  a  matter  of  fid,  and  the  thing  done  hath  his 
cauft  in.  the  flower,  in  his  own  propriety,  and  not 
from  any  analogy,conco’  d  or  pofitionall  influx 3  doe 
not  borrow  this  JoUjjsquous  perambulation  extra  fey 

F  3  but 
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but  it  is  their  domeftick  and  innate  vertuc.  Thefc 
things  happen  in  plants  vegetably  animate.  The 
leffe  wonder.  But  that  they  have  place  m  minerals 
alfo,  I  thus  prove.  There  is  almoft  nothing  made 
in  Nature,  without  his  proper  motion :  and  there 
is  nothing  moved  of  its  own  accord,  or  by  himfelf, 
but  by  reafon  of  the  propriety  put  into  it  by  the 
Creator,  which  the  Ancients  call  Jelf-lovc,  and  will 
have  philautie  to  be  natures  firff  born,  innate  and 
given  for  the  cufiodry  of  its  felf.  And  where  this  is 
prefent,  its  neceflary  alfo  there  be  Sympathy  and  An¬ 
tipathy  ,  in  refpeft  of  the  diverfity  ot  objeds. 

_  To  this  I  will  bring  a  pregnant  example.  Take 
a  drumme  made  of  a  fheeps  skin,  or  ajffes  skin  , 
and  let  another  hard  by  be  beaten,  that  s  made  of  a 
wolfeshide, ,  and  upon  that  motion  and  found,  the 
other  fhall  wax  dumb^  and  not  found  at  all.  Such 
is  the  proprieties  of  naturall  thingsthat  they  muff 
ad  and  yield  to  the  dominion  and  donation  of  the 
v ertues  implanted  in  them  from  the  creation,  and 
which  they  enjoy  and  put  forth  from  their  own  do- 
micilmm ;  and  not  from  any  imaginary  houfe  of  hea¬ 
ven.  W  e  would  have  all  Jetts  confine  thetnfelvefc 

to  a  mediocrity  in  opinioninga  and  not  ramble  over 
the  whole  mid  of  Fancy.*  Fora  very  little  patience, 
ere  you  hear,  that  the  Earth  hath  of  her  felf  a  Jemi - 
nail  vertue  of  producing  herbs ,  which  fhe  therefore 
beggeth  not  from  heaven.  For  the ;  whole  propriety 
of  herbs  is  from  the  feid^  and  the  feminative  power  is 
taken  from  the  Earth ,  according  to  holy  writ ,  and 
notfrom  the  faces  of  the  Lights  of  Heaven.  For  lup- 
pofe  that  fixteen  or  twenty Jiarres  make  a  Con  ft  w*m 

tion ,  or  one  of  the  twelve  Houfe s9  and  is  extended 
*  '  thir- 
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thirty  degrees.*  in  what  manner  can  fo  few  ftarres 
contein  the  effences,  feeds,  faces  and  properties  of  five 
hundred  plants,  differing  in  kind  and  inward  pro¬ 
perties?  Befides  a  thoufand  other  attributes  of  fo 
many  things  as  well  humane  as  politicall;  Away 
with  thefe  trifles .  Every  Plant  enjoyes  the  capaci¬ 
ty  of  vegetation  according  to  the  vertue  of  its  peculi¬ 
ar  and  domeftick  ferment  originally  inoculated  in- 
-  to  its  principles.  And  the  Scripture  intimates  to  us^ 
that  God  created  every  plant  of  the  field  before  it 
was  in  the  ground,  and  every  herb  in  the  field  be¬ 
fore  itgmP.It’s  a  bafe  thing  truly  then  inC hri fti an s  to 
follow  him  hitherto  as  patron  in  Phyficks ,  when  of 
faith  we beleeve  that  plants  germinated,  before  the 
Jtarres  were,  withafeminal  vertue.  For  there  is 
alwaies  found  in  nature  an  agent,  matter ,  and  pro- 
dut  or  effet,  inftrument  and  ciifpofition.  Andtheo- 
f  gy ax'xonoP generation  depends  on  Nature,  and  pro¬ 
per  organs . 

The  proprieties  are  in  the  feeds  of  herbs,  not  in  the 
heaven  or  ftarres.  Thofe  powers  of  thejiarres  which 
have  been  fiditioufly  impos’d  on  heats ,  colds  and 
completions  by  that  Patron  of  chymeericall  fidions, 
are  now  grown  out  of  date.  For  the  ftarres,  what- 
foever  way  they  be  taken 5  do  much  more  differ 
from  Plants,  then  herbs  from  Clouds  and  hoar-frofts, 
or  ftjhes  from  pretious  fiones .  Wherefore  let 
it  be  a  fophifme  to  attribute  effeds  to  caufes, 
which poffeffein them nocaufalitvat  all:  That  is 
to  dream  whilft  one  is  awake,  if  he  beleeve  fuch  a 
thing  .or  byhis  own  thinking  to  rove  into  madnefs.* 
But  we  fball  (uperfede  this  fheam ,  leaft  being  too  bu- 
fie  in  it,  wo  fhould  feem  to  thqfe  who  have  falfeor 
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thick  eyes,  todemolifhthefabrickof^/?^/^^  or 
be  found  great  with  afar  caf ne. 

Mathiolus ,  Tabernamontanus,  Braffavolusjlndliur, 
Fuchjim,  Tragus,  d’  Allichampiusand  other  Herbal  /ft /, 
have  hitherto  been  bulled  only  about  the  features, 
and  vijuali  knowledge  of  Tlants ,  but  all  of  them  in 
like  manner  deferibe  the  venues  out  of  Dwf corides  • 
They  alio  conftrain  them  to  the  predicaments  of 
qualities ,  to  degrees  of  heat  and  cold,  asdemonftra- 
tingfomethingfrom  the  foundation  .*  Certainly  it 
is  a  fhamefull  thing  to  fetch  thetemperatu/eof  Jim- 

75  ples  from  beat  ,  and  not  from  the  fountains.  of  the 
feeds.  Dodon£u*  >  Fnfd^Xabcrnamont  anus  with  feme 
few  others,  although  they  infilled  in  the  famefoot- 

-  fteps  of  degrees,  have  yet  fub  join’d  certain  additi¬ 
ons  from  their  own  or  others  experiences :  but 
without  doubt  as  yet  they  are  confus’d,  uncertain 
and  rudely  diftinguilh’d,  as  being  noted  not  from 
fcience  but  either  from  the  difeovery  of  the  vul- 

76  gar,  or  drawn  fromcafuall  experiments.  There 
is  none  among  ft  all  of  them  that  hath  fctentioujfy  de¬ 
scrib'd  the  properties  of fimples .  as  he  who  treated  of 
all  from  the  hyfop  to  the  Cedar  of  Lib  anus  j  which 
is  a  certain  ligne  that  true  fciences  are  not  to  be  drawn 
from  any  other  then  the  Father  of  Lights .  To  come 
therefore  to  the  purpofe. 

We  believe  there  is  no  member  in  the  •vegetable 
Common-wealth,  or  province  of  herbs,  but  may 
be  cafily  admitted  and  enroll’d  in  the  journals  book 
ct  Catalogue  of  fit  fubje&s  to  be  reduc’d  to  the 
wholefome  advifoe  r  of  d/gcfiiont  and  may  be  wholy 
fubdued  to  the  feepter  of  our  jiomach 5  unleffc  thofe 
who  are  out  of  the  line  of  communication,  and  lifted 
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in  the  bills  of  mortality,  excepted  againft  in  the  lift 
of  non- compounders  with  the  State  of  our  vital  Oeco - 
nomy ,  who  have  a  certain  adhaefion  of  malignity  to 
them,  and  are  adjudg’d  by  the  Parliament  of  our 
Intellects  (  where  Rcafon  fits  foie  Epijlates  )  and  openly 
declar’d  by  the  tyranny  of  their  own  attions  and  porv- 
er/,to  be  defperate  malignant s  and  Traitors  to  the 
prefent  government  and  Republique  of our  Body .  Small 
truly  is  the  number  of  pot-herbs,  and  things  be¬ 
longing  to  food  in  the  Crafs  of  herbs :  which  paucity 
furely  doth  acenfefome  certain  malignity^ which  right¬ 
ly  fequeftred,  then,  and  not  before,  do  they  give 
forth  their  powers,  as  the eWand/r^pe  oftheir  mif-  • 
hon,  whom  poyfonous  keepers  did  hide'  under 
themfelves.Truly  vegetables  do  worl\  but  a  little  in  us$ 
and  the  ftomach  is  bulled  about  them.  Nor  do  they 
go  farther,  before  they  compound  and  pay  the  fine 
oftheir  fequeBration^  before  they  fir  ft  depofite  their 
whole  ejiate ,  that  is,  almoftall  theftrength  oftheir 
remedy.  For  otherwife  the  whole  Fabric 4  of  our 
peaceable  Common-Wealth  might  be  undermin’d, 
and  it  might  go  ill  with  us,  and  wefhould  feel  and 
fmart  under  their  tyranny^  ifthe  ftomach,  not  being 
able  to  make  a  repulfe  and  tame  the  vegetable  ta¬ 
ken  in,  cannot  fubdueand  bring  it  under  the  rules 
and  governments  of  his  ovmArchaus.  For  other- 
wife,ifa  vegetable  fhould  go  on, as  Cunaffeer  ,  ftrong- 
ly  fortified,  and  with  his  whole  ftrength,  he  would 
alfo  be  made a  companion  of  excrements,  or  trouble 
the  whole  (economy  of languification.  For  elfe,  that 
which  would  have  withftood  the  aBiono f  the  fto¬ 
mach, now  accuftomedto  crude  fimples  ;  how  could 
it  t  ran  [mute  and  tame,  in  the  fecond  digefiion0  the 
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unaccuftom’d,  in  crude  meats.  Theeffe&offuch 
remedies  likewife  would  be  of  greater  difficulty, 
and  more  laborious  work,  then  thence  to  expedt 
fruit.  Laftly,  this  being  granted,  the  inditfin&i- 
on ,  confufton  and  perpetuall  turbulency  ofourOecfl- 
nomy^  lhould  be  condefcended  to$  for  if  any  thing  be 
not  firfl  rightly  fubdu’d  in  the  ftomach,  and  thence 
the  ex  crement  firftfequeftred,  it  would  march  on 
to  our  very  vitalls.  It  is  neceffary  therefore, that 
\ vegetables  fuffer  digeflions  and  formall  tranf mutati¬ 
ons  :  and  the  digeftive faculties  themfelves  alfo  in 
working^do  ordinarily  fuffer  from  the  forreign  fa¬ 
culties  of vegetables ;  a  thing  truly  perilous,  and 
of  difficult  experiment  and  judgement.  Then  fi¬ 
nally  over  and  above,  all  things  being  weigh’d  ex- 
a&ly,  every  vertue  of  the  vegetables  is  reftrain’d 
and  limited  to  his  own  degree.  It’s  enough  truly 
that  moftof  them  have  annexed  their  own  cruelties 
infamy ,  immaturities ,  ficabbweffe ,  rottenneffe ,  exant - 
lat  i  on  of  their powers,  b  elides  their  manifold  filth  and 
impurities  $  forafmuchas  they  fhouldbe  taken  away 
•  with  the  emun&ories  dedicated  to  the  evacuation  of 
excrement  it’s  unavoidable  but  that  their  whole  aliment 
is  full  of  excrement :  It  is  exceeding  cruel  therefore  in 
the  Schools,  that  there  hath  not  been  confider’d  and 
found  out  a  remedy  againft  thefe  defefts,  befides  the 
limple  and  contemptible  decoftions  of  the  fhops  .  At 
length,  laving  the  cenfure  of  thefe,  the  injuries  of 
plant$beiogfequeftred(theburnden  of  which  our 
nature  without  great  mine  cannot  bear  )  fo  great  is 
the  chbility  of  them  befide  their  unufual  protervity  , 
that  fcarceany  thing  praife- worthy  can  be  hoped 
for  ,out  of  the  bofome  of  vegetables  s,  when  not  onely 
they  are  compell’d  to  lay  afide  their  fiercentffe,  if 

they 
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they  be  admitted  further  within  5  but  a lfo  formally 
to  be  denthdnate  from  all  the  benignity  of  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  the  Citizens  of  our  Re-public^  can  entertain  them. 

An  entire  and  live  animal  cannot  be  bruis  d  with¬ 
out  his  dung:  It  is  therefore  to  be  lamented  that 
it  hath  not  yet  been  fo  confulted  with  thought  and 
experience  to  confider3  that  herbs  have  much  dung, 
who  never  yet  made  any  egeftion  thereof 3  and  are 
therefore  to  be  purg’d^  not  with  the  common  de¬ 
puration  ,  but  with  greater  Caution.  Finally,  in 
man  we  by  many  marks  diftinguifh  blood  from  goarj 
but  in  plants  it  is  enough  to  have  faid,  That  plant 
in  fuojeft  con  lifts  of  divers  and  oppofite  properties.* 
Here  we  ftop  without  making  further  progrejfe  then 
by  fomecommon/^/WA  and  uncertain  events.  For 
from  the  ftalk  of  Poppy  being  wounded,,  diftilleth 
opium.  Celandin  weepeth  a  golden  juice3  and / purge 
a  milky  one  .*  From  Butter-burre  flowcth  Gum^  from 
Chameleon  bird-lime 5  which Jtmples  if  they  be  bruis’d, 
they  yield  another  far  inferiour  juice, namely ^dung 
and^e  mingl’d  with  blond,  although  they  be  cla¬ 
rified  :  For  Beginners  muff  learn  to  diftinguifh  the 
bloud  ofplants,  from  their  gore  and  Parenchyma  or 
garbage ,  and  al  fo  to  feperate  them,  if  they  think  e- 
ven  to  attempt  any  thing  praife- worthy  by  meanes 
of  fimples .  F or  hence  it  com  meth  to  paffe,  that  al¬ 
though  you  labour  ftoutly  in  extrading  after  the 
manner  introduc’d  by  Neoterickj ,  yet  one  dram  of 
crude  Rubarb  given  in  powder,  willeffed  more3then 
whatfoever  you  (hall  extrad  out  of  a  dram  and  a 
halfe  .*  For  the  ftomach  by  its  ferment  refolveth 
more3  then  the  juice  cometh  to3  which  is  drawn 
out  by  the  ExtraUors^  who  without  diftindion  re- 

G  2  folve 
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folve  the  dreggs  and  vile  liquor  of  the  parenchyma  or  ) 
garbage*  For  guercetanc ,  when  hehadobiervd 
that  by  the  chiwmancy  and  Anatomy  ufually  calld 

ffonata  the  inward  powers  of  things  were  not  lom- 

ciently  examin’d,  he  call’d  Pyromancy  into  his  aid, 
but  fails  in  the  way.  His  device  was,  out  of  i the  aft¬ 
er  of  a  Nettle  to  draw  a  weak  Lixivium, which  be¬ 
ing  put  into  an  earthen  veftell,  and  by  chance,  fro¬ 
zen  a  littleC  for  if  the  lixivium  had  been  ftronger,  it 
would  not  have  bin  frozen )  in  the  morning  ad  miring 
at  it,  hecriesout,  Aha)  I  behold  m  the  ice  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  the  leaves  of  the  Nettle  t)  and  rejoicing  found¬ 
ed  an  Axiom'-,  namely,  that  in  afies,  thefentinallfub- 
ftancew  ic  hfigureth  herbs,  remains  unconquer'd  by  the 
fire  But  this  good  man  declareth  his  ignorance  of 
principles-,  not  knowing  in  the  firft  place  that  all 
7 ce  beginning,  maketh  jagged  pikes,  after  the  faihi- 
on  of  a  Nettle-leaf e.  Next  that  the  Arch*  us  is  the  fi¬ 
rmer  of  the  thing  to  be  generated,  which  is  long 
fince  burnt  with  fire,  before  the  coal  or  afhes  be 
made.  Thirdly  if  the  feminaU  fubftance  of  herbs 
were  wrung  from  the  lixivium ,  it  ought  to  referable 
not  the  leaves,  but  the  root ,  ftalfijomrs,  and  fruit. 
But  the  figurative  power  of  feeds  lies  hid  in  the  Ar- 
c  ha;  us  the  l  id  can  of  herbs  and  generable  things,  who 
being  not  fubjeff  to  flefhly  eyes,  it  is  to  be  impetra- 
ted  of  God  alone,  that  he  would  vouchfafe  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  mind  which  to  Adam  and  to  Salomon , 
at  firft  fight  demonftrated  the  proprieties  of  thingsy 
which  power  and  optick  vertue  to  fome  few  of  late 
daies  hath  been  beftow’d,  St.  There  fa  having  once 
mentally  feen  a  Crucifix,  perceiv’d  that  there  were 
eyes  of  her  mind,  which  he  afterwards  kept  open 

during 
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during  his  whole  life,  and  that  the  flelh  fhutteth 
them  by  the  corruption  of  Nature. 

For  neither  do  we  otherwife  know  natures  a  prio¬ 
ri  ^  nor  do  we  know  the  alterities and  diver fitics 
of  the  Archeeus  but  by  bare  obfervation.  Indeed 
many  of  the  fimples  are  bequeath’d  to  us,  but  for 
the  mold  part  falfe  and  incongruous.  Nor  doth 
the  reading  of  books  makeus  -skilfull  in  knowing 
the  properties,  but  by  obfervation':  no  otherwife 
then  a  Child  that  lings  a fang,  yet  doth  not  compofe 
it, as  neither  doth  he  know  the  firft  grounds  of  Har¬ 
mony^  for  which  the  tones  were  fo  to  be  difpos’d.  If 
this  happen  in  fenfible  things  known  by  the  fenfe, 
the  reafon  whereof  the  hearing  meafures,  what 
fhall  not  be  done  in  matter  of  vhyfic 4,  wherein  the 
powers  of fimples  can  be  trac’d  by  no  fenfe?Now  the 
deferiptious  of  all  forts  of  Medicines,  may  be  read  in 

fhops,  with  a  defed  of  the  knowledge  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  and  agreement.  For  we  fpeak  of  the  optic £ 
notion,  fallingunder  th e  fight,  fuch  asthe/W,  fepa- 
rated  from  the  body,  enjoyeth,  arid  fuch  as  God 
beftoweth  in  this  life  on  whomfoeverhe  pleafeth 
and  hath  hitherto  remov’d  it  far  away  from  the 
Conclave  ofthofe,  who  give  all  veneration  to  Heathen 
boohy. Wherefore  the  father  of  Lights  is  to  be  pray’d 
that  he  would  vouch- fafe  to  give  us  knowledge,  as 
he  gave  to  Be&eliel  and  Aholiab,  and  to  that  famous 
fociety ,  and  community  of  R.  C.  unto  the  glory  of  his 
name,  andthemeer  love  of  our  neighbours.*  For 
bythismeanes  the  Art  of  Vhyficf  would  ftand  in  us 
upright  under  every  preftbre.  But  it  is  to  be  fear- 
\  left  he  who  fuffer’d  to  perifh  the  books  of  Salo¬ 
mon,  referve  this  knowledge  of  fmvles  till  the  Age 
of  Eli  as  the  Reft  or er.  '  for 
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For  the  fchools  by  the flairs  of  Tajls  have  promis’d  an 
entrance  into  the  throne  of  the  knowledge  of  jimmies , 
by  /harps,  bitter,  fait,  [met,  aftringent ,  acid,  and 

■unfavory, they  fay  ,they  meafare  heats  and  colds,a.§  the 
Artijis  of  a\\  properties:  And  they  have  bin  fo  rafh  ol 
judgement,  that  they  have  taken  upon  them  to 
judge  of  the  nature  and  faculty  of  (imples  by  their 
tafte  and  relifh,  and  thereby  difeern  and  deter¬ 
mine  their/?rf?,  fecond,  and  thirdqualities,  to  the 
which  afterwards  all  the  vertueof  thefaid  (imples 
was  attributed.  But  becauie  they  found  not  this 
an  univeriall  rule  alwaies  and  in  all  things,  and  that 
it  did  deceive^they  fled  to  that  back  door  of  evafion 
for  their  ignorance  &  lazinefle,to  the  fecret  and  hid¬ 
den  properties,  ariling  from  the  forme  and  totality 
of  fubftance.  But  thefe  proud  oftentations  have  by 
experience  bin  made  a  folly  beyond  ridiculous. 
Thefe  and  fitch  like  ftar  ting- holes  and  fubtilties  have 
jnade  of  Thyfick.  a  Meander,  a  Wildernejje ,  and 
wild labirynth  of  incertainty  and  unftable  formali¬ 
ties*  We  defire  the  linguacious  chymijlry  of  thefe 
heads  to  tell  us,  how  many  bitter  things  there  are 
in  tap,  which  never theleflfe  (according  to  the  e- 
di&  of  that  rule  )  are  not  hot  at  all  >  For  opium  and 
cychory  which  hitherto  they  have  held  to  be  hot ,  yet 
they  teach  to  be  very  cold*  But  what  vertue  fo  cold 
I  pray  you  is  there  in  Opium,  which  fhall  make  me 
deep  though  unwilling,  and  hot  enough  ?  IF  the 
coldneffe  of  the  vapours,  why  do  wines  after  din¬ 
ner  provoke  to  fleep?  whether  therefore  is  there 
one  identity  of  heat  and  cold  to  the  procuring  offleep} 
why  therefore  is  cold  Angularly  attributed  to  Opi- 
umt why  are  not  hot  things  equally  r  eckon  d  narcotic^ 
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and  dormitive}  how  doth  opium  amaricatel  and  a- 
maritude  in  the  fehools  predominating  is  accounted 
hot  ?  Therefore  it  is  of  unavoidable  neceffity  , 
that  the  fehools  fhould  chufe  one  of  thefe^  to  wit, 
either  that  th ecoldnejfe  of  opium  is  not  exceeding, 
and  by  confequence  that  opium  doth  not  produce 
fleepby  hiscoid.*  ov\hzt  bitternejfe inthe  fchoolsis 
a  fallacious  indicative  of  heat.  Forwhyisnot  cold 
|  purfelane  fomniferous,  by  reafon  of  his  third  degree} 
why  is  not  a  manipule  ofPurfelane  equivalent  to  two 
grains  of opinm^  when  the  cold  is  more  plentifully 
and  doth  more  powerfully  refrigerate  in  fuch  a 
portion,  then  info  little  of  Opium}  wherefore  doth 
Night.Jhade make  one  mad,  and  not  rather  by  his 
Cold  produce  flee p}  But  wefindein  opium  afljarpe 
falt0  and  fudorifick,  alfoa  bitter  oyle ,  farre  rece¬ 
ding  from  the  odour  of opium ,  yet  foporiferous.  A- 
gain,  how  many  foWe  things  are  there  which  by 
their  faporall rules  fhould  be  moft  cold^  which  not- 
withftanding  are  moft  hot :  as  fpirit  of  Nitre  8cc. 
Thus  fharp  Camphire ,  which  by  their  rules  ought  to 
be  hot,  yet  notwithstanding  they  affirme  without 
controverjie  to  be  cold ,  In  like  manner  Chryfulca ,  oyle 
of  vitr/ol0  fulphur&c  being  fowr,  according  to  the 
rules  ot[apors  ought  to  be  very  cold .  Thus  alfo 

many  fweet  things  there  are  in  outward  taft,  which 
in  their  internal}  fubftance,  are  nothing  at  all  con- 
temper  d.  How  manv  things  that  excentrically  and 
at  the  threfhold  or  firft  beginning  of  taft,  are  alto¬ 
gether  unfavory^  and  without  relifh,  which  in  the 
p4r/</#r,inti  infecally  and  in  faculty ,  are  moft  fharpe 
and  biting.  Honey ,  Cajjia  and  Sugar  are  in  their  con¬ 
cent  rick  fubftance  fohot  and  violent,  that  out  of 

them 


them  may  be  prepar’d  fuch  diffolvers ,  as  are  wont 
tobemadeof  Aqua  fortis  and  Regis ,  which  can  dif- 
folve  gold  and  fiver  as  fpeedily  as  the  other.  Thus 
lead  inks Belcony  on  frontifpiceyie\deth.out notaft  to 
the  tongue:  and  yet  in  his  chamber  and  internal  fub- 
ftance,  dwelleth  a  certain fugard  delightfull  fweet- 
neffe,  as  is  notorioufly  known  and  confefled  by 
thofe  but  meanly  inftruded  in  the  famous  art  of 

,  chymifiry *  .  Let  not  us  then  lean  upon  that  broken 
reed  of qualities  and  temperament  of  things,but  more 
inwardly  and  exatily  perpend,  thenby  that fuperfi cla¬ 
ry  and  flight  manner  of  tajling  and  experimenting  j 
but  let  their  inward  bowels ,  each  finew  be  difleded, 
by  the  acute  knife  of  Fyrotechny ,  where  they  (hall 
be  found  farre  otherwife,and  oftentimes  different, 
not  only  in  tafie  ^  but  alfo  in  odour ,  and  in  their 
whol ejub fiance.  But  we  will  at  length  (hew  in  its 
due  place,  either  in  this  our  worke,  or  in  the  next,' 
when  we  come  to  perpend,  deted  and  fumme  up 
the  dotages  of  our  FhyJtcJ^fquarers  by  the  impartiall 
Arithwetick^oi  Reafon  and  mechanic k  experiments  of 
Fyrotechny  ,  that  the  fchools  have,  not  yet  fo  much 
as  lookt  into  the  barks>£ the  faculties  pf  things,  and 
have  therefore  paffed  over  the  fountains  of femin  at 
properties. 

c  There  is  at  length  a  fpecifcajl  fapor  in  each  thing, 

which  ought  to  teach  the  property,  if  at  leaft  any 
ofthe  outward  things  that  are  figned  dofo.  For 
example*  there  is  in  Cinamon  betidepfltdrpnejje^  a  pe¬ 
culiar  grace  in  the  fapor ,  which  you  fhall  hardly 
find  in  any  other  fimple  elfe.  So  Gentian ,  Enula- 
Cantpana  &c.  befides  common  bitterneffe,  have  a 
fpecificall^ apor,  which  by  reafon  ofthe  Angularity 
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to  every  fimple ,  cannot  be  brought  under  rules, 
and  is  the  foie  diftinguifher  of  every  property. 
Now  that  ftmples  are  to  be  chofen  when  they  are 
in  their  Jt ate  and  chief  vigor,  this  is  common  to 
ntjlicks,  to  th efchools,  and  to  we.  Namely  the 
feeds  when  they  are  almof \dry^  but  the  [tally  and 
leaves  while  they  are  fucculent  and  full  of  fap  5  but 
thereof/ while  they  fwell  with  vertue,  and  are  not 
yet  ex  ant  late  and  exhaufted  with  generating  and  con - 
coding:  which  after  they  have  along  time  laine  Hill, 
the  Archeus  beingawakened  they  begin  to  think  of, 

I  f  broutjng.Some.  advife  to  take  theAuturtme^wt  we  for 
the  mo(f  part  love  thefpring^  which  wehave learnt 
by  experience  in  Polypody,  Bryony  Sec. Forth ojuice  of 
herbs  is  gore  which  being  more  8e  more  ripen’d,  is  ei¬ 
ther  colle&ed  and  thickn’d,  or  endeth  in  the  nature 
I  of fibres,  or  difehargeth  it  felfe  while  the  vitall  pow- 
1  erfthinks  of  propagating  feed :  Wherefore  in  fearch- 
ingoutandchuhng  ftmples ,  nothinghath  bin  more 
negle&ed,  then  that  which  was  moft  repuifite,  and 
wherein  even  from  the  beginning  down  hitherto, 
there  hath  bin  no  progrefle  made.  For  the  powers 
of  ftmples ,  and  their  immediate  fubje&s  have  re¬ 
main’d  unknown. 

For  they,  befidesthe  clear,  and  as  it  were  opfic{  2 8 
|  knowledge  of  them,  require  an  exad  preparation, 
and  appropriations  efpecially  the  knowledge  /«- 

encesi  which  prefuppofeth  not  traditions  deliver’d 
atplcafure,  and  palTed  over  from  one  to  another.* 

But  preparation  doth  require  not  only  the  boylings 
ofth e flops,  or  poundings,  but  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  Pyrotechny,  or  art  of  working  by  fire  :  At  length 
I  adapt ationyipplication,  or  appropriation  requiretha 
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Theory  founded  in  the  light  of  Nature  concerning 
man, his  difeafes  and  affeftions^  and  then  the  depend- 
encef  mutations  ,  and  alterations  i  It  is  therefore 
no  marvail  that  the  fingle-fold  dodrine  of  jimples 
hath  hood  deferted,  and  forlorn. 

In  the  mean  time  amidft  fo  great  (loth  and  cla¬ 
mours  of  men 5  the  Almighty  hath  been  pleas’d  to 
ftir  up  Chymijisy  who  might  defirvedly  take  in  hand 
the  consideration  of  the  tranfmutation ,  maturity  ,tin- 
Uure  and  promotion  of  powers,  and  fo  progrefling  by 
degrees  to  the  umjone  of  Phyfick,  their  followers 
became  partakers  of  what  they  wifhed  for.  For  they 
went  not  to  the  immeafurablenejje  of  the  imaginary 
fain’d  humors-,  their  Strife^  and  Chimera  of  defluxi¬ 
ons;  nor  to  the  produds  or  fruits  ofdifeafes(by  ta¬ 
king  away  of  which  they  kfiow  thexefollow  dinothing 
butpalliations  of  dileafes,  which  are  attended  ufu- 
ally  with  apoftate  and  direfull  recidivations  j but 
they  converted  their  ftudy  to  thofe  things5that  had 
the  priority  of  the  former  $  knowing  that  the  pote- 
fiative  hajis  of  many  defeds  was  imprinted  in  the 
Arcl  &ns  of  life.  Wherefore  by  the  purity,  fi  multei¬ 
ty  and  fubtilty  of  remedies,  that  Symbolize,  they 
endeavour’d  to  enter  into  the  middle  li  fe ;  that  fo  if 
any  of  them  do  not  penetrate  to  thofe  things  where¬ 
of  we  are  fir  ft  conflituted,  yet  at  lead  in  the  threfh- 
old  of  them  they  open  and  expofe  their  endow¬ 
ment,  by  exciting  *ourp0£w  by  their  grateful  Sa¬ 
lutation. 

For  Nature  doth  not  onely  acknowledge  the  adi- 
f  on  of  Such  as^eem  in  a  manner  to  be  )uftly 
rank’d  in  the  number  of  Tatients  ^  (and  only  a  cor¬ 
poral  adion  is  of  this  Sort,  and  the  obedience  of  the 
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nutritive  faculty  :  )  but  there  is  alfo  an  other  autho¬ 
rity  of  agents  not  to  be  flighted,  which  is  the  ex- 
pofal  of  the  native  endowment  upon  the  very  midfl 
ot  the ///e  of  the  Jlrchdus^  by  reafon  of  the  feque- 
ftration  from  the  delinquency  of  mortality^  feculen- 
cy  and  turbulcncy  5  by  means  of  which  Juperiority, 
iuch  kind  of  agents  do  not  fuffer  from  their  patients, 
much  iefle  are  alter'd  by  refinance  or  reidion.  For 
fome  remedies  thus  prepar’d  by  the  embofoming 
and  fecret  insinuation  ofthemf elves,  doforefrefh 
ourfaculties,  that  they  afeertainus  that  they  came 
for  this  purpofe  in  the  world.  For  fome  recreat  us 
with  their  fragrancy  :  There  are  others  alfo  which 
being  enclos  dare  hinder’d  from  (hewing  their  good  '  , 
will  towards  us  $  zs  Gold  arid  fiw ells,  Others,  their 
bands  being  loosd  and  emancipated  from  the  fet¬ 
ters  of  corporiety ,  the  alone  Ken/ora  and  clog  of 

*  3  1  1  , ,.h  are  brought  into  play,  and  having 
gain  d  the  liberty  and  authority  of  their  powers  3  to 
ad:  in  their  own  Horizon ,  diradiate  their  vertues, 
ered  us  from  falling,  andfolaceus,  with  as  Strong 
and  vigorous  embracements,  as  rank  and  lethife¬ 
rous  poifons  are  wont  to  trip  up  and  profternat  our 
Strength.  For  they  drive  out  the  vmome  of  the 
body  wherewith  it  is  as  it  were  leaven’d ;  yea  truly 
both  the  corporal/  and*  fir  mental/ poif on  $  yetnot 
that  any  medicine  can  refed  or  reftore  anew  the 
extinct^  abol/fi  d and  exh.ufied powers  implanted  in 
the  parts.  Fut  it  hath  been  all  along  an  error  of  the 
Schools  not  to  ferment  the  juices  of  herbs  together 
with*  their  Parenchyma  5  before  the  Segregation  of 
the  beft  parts  can  poffibly  be  made. 

Next  they  negled  to  enquire  how  the  juice  of  86 
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things  being  prefs’d  out  by  the  nuer  odour  of  a  M- 
phureous  fire,  confmueth  afterwards  uncorrupted, 
without  that  Barbarian  Condiment/«g<tr,or  any  o- 
ther  AdStament by  favour  ofwhich,  it  acquires  a 
W/itM/Vi  quality, and  transfers  th eatberial  vertue, 
which  is  incorporated  with  it,  to  a  high  and  perfeS 

Entelechy.  ...  <  «  , 

We  are  now  come  within  ken  oi  our  expected 

port  and  now  will  wedefcend  to  the  weak  and  pig- 
87  belabours  of  the  fhops.  In  the  firft  place,  though: 
Extrafts  may  Teem  toeafe  the  weak  ftomach  of  la¬ 
bour,  yet  do  we  not  much  efteem  them,  or»alute 
t Y  em  with  that  magnifying,  as  they  do  their  HeEtor 
*  Mithri-  and  Ajax  ,  thofe  two  Akxipharmicall  Col  off , 
date  and  hew’d  out  of  ethnick  Difpenf itories 3ana  that  for  the 
' tnAde'  above  noted  errors.  But  we  willingly  put  Magifie- 
ryes  in  the  room  of  Extracts  j  im  which  .the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  thing  is  reduc’d  into  its  primitive 
}uice :  Which  manner  of  preparation  will  for  ever 
remain  unknown  to  vulgar  Phyfitians.  In  which 
iteration  or  going  back  of  fblution,  the  heteroge- 
nerous  juices  are  oftheir  own  accord  fepuratedifor 
themoft  part  with  divers  fedimentsor  bottojnes*, 
one  fwimming  overthe  other,  and  one  m  after- juice 
fettles,  notable  for  itsdiverfity5eontaininga  femi- 
nail  entity  or  fubftance. 

©o  Inthenext  place  vvepitty inPhyfick  Ware-hou* 
fes,  the  mifcellaneous  mixture,  and  confusd  fum¬ 
bling*  together  of  fo  many Jimples ,  betrayingboth 
a  ignorance  and  uncertainty.  For  that  cardinal  En~ 
'  gine  of  uncertain  fuccedaneums 5  doth  fcrus  the 
Schools  to  hope,  that  if  one  thing  do  not  bdpjm  other 
mil  ;  Oh  the  ftiame  of  men  1  And  fo  they  aflbciate 

many 
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many  things  together  by  the  commendation  of  the 
common  Councell  of  Herbalijis0  extoll’d  ,  even  to 
an  ena&ing  ,  for  the  lame  purpole.  T o  which  are 
added  thof e  fripperies  of  vulgar  heads,  flew 'd  in  the 
Hypocaujl  of  ignorance,  boiling  and  condtting^ox  fea- 
foning,  the  twin*  bom  lifters  of  Cookery, 

To  which  purpofe  Difpenfatorie s  are  commended, 
being  fet  forth  by  the  Schools,  and  us’d  by  Phyliti- 
ans,  only  for  expedition  and  readineffe >  but  not  for 
propriety  and  exigence  ,  ashaving  only  general }i  and 
univerfall Intentions ,  with  the fubftitut ion  and  di- 
fpenfation  of  one  inftead  of another^  whence  they  are 
call’d  Difpenfatories 3  or  the  Colledges  poud'ring  Tab , 
wherein  are  barreled  up  many  mixtures ,  neither  of 
their  own,  and  which  is  worfe  without  Salt .  As 
though  Men  had  not  brick  of  their  own  to  make, 
but  they  muft  gather  the  ftra  w  and  ftubble  of  Galen 
and  his  Fodder-eaters  $  alervitude  worfe,  and  ba¬ 
ler  then  Egyptian  :  what  do  we  elfe  then  make 
their’s  the  light-  of  Gojhen ,  and  our  own  the  thick 
datknefte  of  dEgypt.  ihat  there  fionld  be  bread  e - 
nough  in  our  Fathers  houfejn  our  own  Landjvhich  is  not 
a  wildernes ,  Si. yet  that  wejhould  have  fnch  trunch^hofd 
appetites , be  fo  parftnonious  as  to  dyet  ourfelves,8c 
be  ty’d  up  to  the  manger  $  and  feed  upon  the  husks^ 
and  chaff  of  Ethnick  and  barbarian  long-winded  com - 
portions ,  that  have  no  footing  inmaturecvart  $  nor 
any  analogy  among  themfdves,or  to  our  bodies.But 
fuppofethem  good^.  fupppofethem  Manna  it  fdf$ 
yet  if  an  onter  (hall  be  allotted  us^ifthey  fhall  be  bar*, 
rel’d  up  from  age  to  age,  from  the firjl  gathering  to 
this  la  ft  Century^  while  God  and  Nature  every,  morn¬ 
ing  rains  down  new,  inftead  of  being  fit  to  ufe, 
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they  will  be  found  like  refervd Manna ,  rather  to 
breed  worms  and  dink.  Well  may  they  be  called 
Dijfcxf atones  y  as  of  djf0  and  penfo0  things  hard  of 
digeftion ,  or  hardly  ccnfider ’d  or  weigh’d  in  the 
bal/ance  of  clear  Reafon  or  experience .  In  all  and  eve¬ 
ry  of  which,  the  concourfe  and  mixture  of  crude 
jjmples  makes  the  iflue  conje&urall.  For  the  patient 
is  every  waies  cheated  for  his  money,  both  by  the 
fraud  of  the  Druggiff  and  oath  of  the  Doctor y  thinks 
ing  that  he  can  neither  err,  deceive, nor  be  deceiv’d 
that  fwears  he  will  admit  none  to  the  degrees  ofPhy- 
fick,but  him  that  is  skilfull  and  able.  We  could  wifh 
and  and  pray  the  Magittrate  would  prevent  fo  great 
ntijtakpngok 'the patient /,and  fraud  ot  the  Phyfitiatts . 

For  our  own  part  we  chiefly  admire  in  jimples  2. 
fincere  compofinon, which  is  made  according  to  the 
compofureof  Cod.  In  Comfrey  we  findea  full  remedy 
for  broken  bones,  having  all  things  that  are  need¬ 
fully  wherewith  if  you  mingle  bole^  vineger^  or  o- 
ther  forreign  things,  as  we  before  hinted  out  of 
Paracelfus ,  you  then  corrupt  the  mixture  ordain’d 
by  God.  Eut  as  oft  as  the  things  have  not  by  them- 
felves  what  is  intended.,  then  we  admit  additions,# 
the  things  acquire  that  by  being  coupled  together, 
which  they  have  not  apart:  Which  thing  is  to  be 
confirm’d  by  an  experiment ;  And  indeed  we 
have  a  mo  ft  pregnant  in  fiance  hereof  in  inke  and 
Tinff ures. 

Oftentimes  under  the  penance  of  ftudies  we 
have  confider’d  that  fince  there  was  in  Nature  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  of  matter  to  matter ,  and  form  to 
form^  that  there  was  the  fame  oblerv’d  in  properties 
to  properties,  and  Confequently  in  e felts  to  effc&s> 

But 


T be  vanity  of  the  craft  ofPbyfic^.  5  5 

But  the  compofition  of  ftmplesd id  by  and  by  teach 
our  underftandings,  the  defed  of  thefe  5  where  al¬ 
terations  prefently  enter  upon  the  mixture  of  feed, 
and  for  the  mold  part  deftroy  one  another^no  other- 
wife  then  the  feeds  of  many  things  pounded  toge¬ 
ther  and  blended,  eludethe  expedition  ofencreafe. 
Afterwards  we  knew  by  much faeat  andfl//,  that 
the  matters  of  remedies^  exalted  to  a  higher  dignity 
by  meer  preparation,  afcend  to  the  top  of  ferfeiii - 
on^  liberty ,  fubtilty ,  andpur/tyi  andwouldfar  ex¬ 
cel!  th £  deco  ions,  jyrups ,  and  honyed  pouders  of  the 
Shops.  For  whofoever  is  well  skill’d  in  the  mecha-  94 
nick  pradife  of  Vyrotechiiy ,  doth  clearly  perceive 
with  me,  that  there  is  no  medicine  found  \nDjfpen - 
fatories ,  that  containeth  not  in  it  more  hurt  then 
good*  F or  the  Schools, Which  prdfeffe  Hippocrates  b 
if  they  acknowledge  difeafes  to  arife  from  a  humour 
that  is  /harp)  bitter ,  fait ,*  or  add)  they  yet  palliate, 
and  feafon  all  their  remedies  with  honey ,  or  fugar  5 
thereby  abating  the  properties  of  them,  though  of 
themfelves  they  be  feeble  enough  5  as  if  the  only 
cure  and  top  of  all  difeafes  confided  in  that  which  is 
fweet.  For  their  anfwer  is,  that  laxatives  work 
never  the  worfe,  although  fugar d$  then,  that 
they  are  more  grateful!  to  the  Palate  $  and  thirdly 
that  they  are  by  this  meanes  kept  from  mouldniejfe 
and  putrif&Uion.  As  to  the  firft ,  We  admit  that 
poifons  have  equal  force  whether  they  be  fwallow’d 
with,  or  without  fugar  .*  F or  the  power  of laxatives 
fheweth  it  felf  wholly  in  the  melting  of  the  body, 
and  the  putrefaffion  &£ that  which  is  melted ,  and  fo 
ought  to  be  infamous  for  poifon  Wherefore  the  an¬ 
fwer  of  the  Schools  is  impertinent,  by  poifons,  to 
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the  queftion,  touching  the  remedies  of  difeafes,  as 
they  arc  bitter,  farp,  &c. 

Tothefecond  we  fay,  that  the  anfwer  is  frivo¬ 
lous  as  long  as  the  fit  ft  is  not  fatisfiech  So  that  they 
are  as  yet  ignorant,  that  the  militia  of  remedies  are 
too  contemptible  to  charge  a  difeafe,  and  that  the 
force  and  fort-royall  of  them  are  changed  and  aba¬ 
ted  by fugar- 

7  hat  to  many,  the  taft  of  Aloes  is  more  pleafant 
then  the  drinking  of  honey .  Finally,  though  they 
defire  to  footh  the  tongue,  yet  they  cannot  fborh  the 
/ fomach ,  which  turns  at  the  very  fight  of  medicines 
cover’d  with  the  Leger-demain  of  fugar  .*  of  the 
fame  fize  of  foppery  is  that  bauble  for  babies ,  gilded 
pills.  Notorious  it  is,  that  a  thing  of  tew  drops  is 
more  eafily  taken  in  fame  vehicle,  or  liquor,  and  is 
more  willingly  entertain’d  within,  then  if  it  were 
fweetned  with  much  fugar.  In  a  word,  that  being 
mixt  with  a  convenient  liquor, they  insinuate  them- 
felves  more  deeply,  and  more  friendly  combine , 
then  if  they  were  daub’d  with  much  fugar.  That 
fugar  though  pleafing  to  them  that  are  in  health, 
doth  yet  quickly  grow  diftaftfull  to  fuch  as  are  fief, 
and  is  an  utter  enemy  in  moft  difeafes  of  the  flo¬ 
rae  h  and  womb  ;  but  in  others,  it  often  makes  the 
help  of  the  medicine  added,  to  become  ridiculous. 
For  fugar  is  diametrically  oppofite,  is  the  ant ar tick. 
pole, and  at  enmity  with  the  acid  ferment  of  the  fto- 
mach  ,  and  therefore  makes  the  digeftions  more 
difficult.  F or fugar  is  clarified  with  a  lixivium  of 
unftalk’d  lime  and  potters  cl  ay:  And  if  Phyfitians 
had  known  the  fharpnefte  of  the  fpirit  of  honey, 
and  the  filthy  dregs  offugar ,  Charity  being  not  quite 
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graded,  we  have  the  freenejfe  to  think,  they  would 
have  been  content,  to  have  us’d  it  more  fparinelv 
about  the  fick. 

Tothethird,  wefay,  that  the  Schools  do  here-  97 

in  confeffe  their  ignorance ,  that  they  know  not 
how  to  preferve  medicaments  from  corruption  with- 
outfaucmg,  and  caftration  of  their  vigour ,  where¬ 
fore  the  fraud  of  beaftly fyrups,  Laches,  Eclegm's ,  and 
other  the  Tribe  of  daubing  medicines ,hath  been  fuffi- 
ciently  deteded*  which  are  made  only  offimples  de¬ 
coded,  with  the  additament  of  honey  or  fugar  :  and 
it  makes  for  this,  that  vegetables  being  boil  d  in  wa- 
ter ,  and  frighted  out  of  their  wits,  only  lay  down 
their  juice  and  mucilage  ;  which  being  crude  and 
impure ,  caufe  trouble  to  the  ftomach  ,  untill  being 
digefted  with  hmey?  they  make  us  heirs  of  their 
Virtue?,  efpecia Ily  in  that  the  gummofity  of  herbs 
which  are  fry  cd  whh  honey  and  fugar,  is  very  in- 
grateful  anddilpleahngto  thejdomach'and  in  boil¬ 
ings  there  is  made  a  great  waft  of  the  vertues.  I  98 
praife  God  who  hath  been  fo  bountifull  to  me*  as 
to  call  me  to  the  pradife  of  Chymilhy,  out  of  the 
dregs  of  other  Profeflions  :  .  Since  ChymiUry  hath 
principles  not  drawn  from  fallacious  reafonings,but 
fuch  as  are  known  by  nature,&  confpicuous  by  fire* 
and  (he  prepareth  the  mteileft  to  penetrate  not  f 

the  upper  deck  or furface  of  things,  but  the’deep  I* 

hold,  the  concentric^  and  hidden  things  of  nature  5  f 

and  maketh  an  in  veftigation  into  the  America  of  na-  f 

ture,  farther  then  the  whole  Heptarchy,  yea,  then 
the  whole  Common- Wealth  offciences,  all  put  to¬ 
gether,  and  peirceth  unto  the  utmoft  confines  and 
profundities  of  reall  truth;  For  (he  admits  an  Ar- 
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t/Ji  to  the  radicaU  entities'  or  primitive  roots  of 
thofe  things,  with  the  dearticulation  oi  the  operati- 
onsofnature,  and  the  powers  of  art,  and  with  the 
maturation  ofleminall  vertues.  For  befides  the 
manifeji  entity  and  creation  of  things,  there  is  an  a- 
natomical  lefture  of  the  various  creations  and  enti¬ 
ties  of  thereto  be  read  of  us,  and  underftood  byus- 
Befides  th  e  general!  and  manifejl  creation  ofthings,the 
particular  form  of  t  kings ,  not  the  Peripatetic  fa  jorms9 
is  to  be  examin'd,  and  much  to  be  read  and  1  earn’d 
from  the  varioufneffe,  and  that,  not  only  of  the 
generall  form,  but  every  fingle  and  particular  forn* 
of  the  Individual}.  And  wemuftnote,  that  the  a- 
naglyphe  or  exteriour  Cortex  and  figure  of  things  is 
the  Hieroglyphick^ofan  efifentiell,  true,  reall,  pow- 
erfull  fpirit  $  beyond  all  the  artificially  fuperficiall9 
pyramidal!  Hieroglyphic  fa  of  the  Egyptians  .*  For  in 
thofe  dead  leaves,  is  written  in  folio,  in  large  Cha¬ 
racters,  a  living  power  or  fpirit  of  life  ^  for  befides 
its  own  fpirit,  it  hath  another,  which  is  the  wheell 
or  primum  mobile  of  it.  Every  ens  befide  its  own 
particular  heaven  or  firmament  hath  the  heaven  of 
fiderealhnd  vital!  light.  Hencealfo  the  (fence,  pro¬ 
perty  ,  and  vertue  of  every  particular  Individual!  is  as 
well3  if  not  rather,  occult 3  then  manifest}  and  the 
true  medicinal!  part  in  vegetables,  as  in  all  other 
things,  which.is  th e  e/fence, propriety, vertue,firength, 
efficacy y  life  and  foul  of  the  Compofitum  and  every 
Jpecificli  part,  is  not  contain’d  in  the  external!  coat 
or  form  t  For  Phyfick,  to  (peal^to  be  under fiood  of 
them,  who  know  not  what  they  fpeah  themfelves\ox  me¬ 
dicine^  th  defence  of  the  thing,  is  not  externe,  to  be 
feen  with  vhyfiopiomifiiiall corporalleyes ,  but  in- 
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terne ,  and  to  be  fenfibly  perceiv’d  by  the  eye  of  the 
Intellect .  For  the  Sunne  of  every  ens^  concentred 
in  its  own  firmament ,doth  not  fo  diradiate  its  beams 
of  vertue,  and  ftrength,  to  its  Earthy  the  exterior 
Cortex ,  as  to  have  her  veBall  virgin  beauty  profit- 
tute  and  ly  open  to  th  efoul  rape  of  an  impute  Ta&, 
and  embracement$  or  contaminated  by  the  cloudy 
emiffions,  of  our  Z^/i/^corporall  eyes  $  but  is  to 
be  gently  handled,  and  drawn  forth  by  Philofo- 
phick  Pyrotechny.  For  the  moft  High  is  to  be  prais’d 
for  his  tranfcendent  glory,  who  hath  given  this  art 
to  little  onesgratif. 

Neither  are  we  of  a  caft  with  thofe  pracifians  in 
the  ladydike  humours  o ffarre  fetch’d,  and  dear 
bought  Gew-gavps  :  For  we  feldome  ufe  remedies 
that  ar e  tranj marine^  that  come  from  beyond  the 
fear,  and  are.  fetch’d  from  the  furtheft  parts  of  the 
Eaft  5  knowing  that  it  is  not  need,  makes  our  old 
wife  to  trot  5  but  that  the  Almighty  hath  made  all 
Nations  ofthe  Earth  eafie  to  be  cur’d:  Nor  would  he 
have  us  fuch  Trugs  to  expert  Barbarian  Drugs  from 
the  Indian  fhore.  What  an  abfurd  confequence, 
and  what  a  fhame  it  is  to  think  that  God  was  leffe 
favourable  to  mortalls  before  the  indies  were 
known-  Such  is  the  Trade,  habit}  and  iterate 
Cuftomeand  Pra&ifes  of  Our  Indian  Drug-merchants 
and  phyf/c ^mongers  5  fuch  is  the  zealous  and  ignor¬ 
ant  affedation,  fhipidity  and  pcrverfe  covetous 
nature  of  fome,  the  hammer  of  whofe  defires,  beats 
on  theanvi'lofcompleatingand  filling  up  the  mea- 
fureof  the  vices  and  miferies  of  their  native  Conn- 
trey,  by  the  importation  of  forreign and  heath  enifh 
drugs.  What  is  this  but  to  nofe  the  high  and  faga- 
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cious  Genius  of  the  EngUJh  Nation,  and  to  lay  them 
open  to  the  fcoi  n  and  derifion  of  other  Nations 
and  givethem  juftcaufeto  play  and  defcant  upon 
the  poverty  aud  improvidence  of  Nature  in  our  own 
Ccuntrey,  to  furnifli  us  with  remedies,  for  our  ma¬ 
ladies  5  as  if  we  had  no fnsith  in  England ,  but  murt 
per  ware,  per  terras,  ultra  Gar amantes  &  Indos,  run 
to  fuppl  y  her  d  eficiency .  A  nd  the  iniquity  hereof 
100  fhall  be  further  (hew  n  by  a  familiar  injiance , 
though  the  luxury  and  pride  of  thofc  who  facrifice  to 
thegrapy  God,  open  their  mouthes  wide,and  gnafi 
their  teeth  againft  me.  What  more  foul  and  com¬ 
mon  finne  among  us  then  drunkennejfe ,  and  who  can 
be  ignorant,  that  if  the  importation  ofi vine,  and 
the  ufe  of  all  Strong  drinks  were  forbid,it  would  both 
clean  riddethe  portability  of  committing  that  mort 
odious  vice,  and  men  might  afterwards  live  happi¬ 
ly  and  healthfully,  without  the  ufe  of  thofe  into¬ 
xicating  liquors .  Yet  who  is  there  the  fevereft  of 
them  all,  that  ever  propounded  to  loofe  his  SacJ^, 
his  Ale,  toward  the  certain  abolifhing  of  fo  great  a 
lin,  who  is  there  of  them  the  holieft,  that  lefic 
loves  his  rich  Canary  at  meals,  though  it  be  fetch’d 
from  places  that  hazard  the  Religion  of  them 
who  fetch  it,  and  though  it  make  his  neighbour 
chunk  out  of  the  fame  Tun  >  While  they  forbid 
not  therefore  the  ufe  of  that  liquid  merchandize, 
which  forbidd’n  wouldutterly  remove  a  moft  Ioath- 
fome  finne,  and  not  impair  either  the  health,  or 
the  refrefhment  of  mankind,  fupply’d  many  other 
waies  .•  what  can  be  expe&ed  in  fucb  a  field  of  ry¬ 
ot,  but  the  tares  and  thirties  of  mortifick  diftem- 
pers  and  maladies,  and  a  courfe  and  cuftome  of 
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cafinefle,  andboldneffeto  ru(h  into  all  manner. of 
debaucheries  >  He  to  remove  a  nationall  vice,  will 
not  pardon  his  Cups^  nor  think  it  concerns  him  to 
forbear  the  quaffing  of  that  outlandiCh  grape,  in  his 
unneceflary  fulneife,  though  other  men  abufe  it 
never  fo  much,  nor  is  he  fo  abftemious  as  to  inter¬ 
cede  with  the  Magistrates ,  that  all  matter  of  drun- 
kennejje  be  banifti’d  the  Common- Wealth  *  we  have 
the  lefle  caufe  to  hope,fo  long  as  a  thing  of  as  much, 

if  not  greater  Concernment,  and  of  as  little,  if  not 
leffe  inconvenience,  will  not  be  forbidden,  as'this 
of  forbearing  the  fetching  of  all  exotie 4,  Indian  and 
Barbarian  drugs,  and  heathenilh  Compofitions  for 
phyfick,  which  would  not  worfe, but  much  better 
our  condition,  is  a  thing  fo  little  regarded,  and 
hath  hitherto  lyen  fo  undifcernd,  and  undeman¬ 
ded.  What  is  this, but  to  ufejthe  mouth  of  our 
generall  Parent ,  the  firft  time  it  opens,  when  he 
faid  or  fa  w  that  all  things  he  had  made  were  very 
good,  to  an  arrogant  opposition,  andcorre&ingof 
Gods  wifdome,freeneffe  and  bounty  5  as  if  he  were 
more carelefle and  leffe  regarding  us, then  other  Na- 
tions,though finners  of  the  Gentiles^  or  that  Nature 
was  more  improvident,  infuffieient,  and  deficient 
towards  us  in  her  good  things  3  or  that  the  things 

of  our  Countrey  were  not  good,  or  not  good  e- 
nough  ( lameutabiledittu )  for  the  Cure  of  our  home- 
bread  dlfeafes,  but  muft  be  beholding  to  others  to 
fupply  the  defedts  of  God  and  nature,  both  as  fup- 
plement^  and  Correctives.  No,  no,  we  with  ferr¬ 
ous  tears  fpeak it,  that  it  is  Mans  peryerfe  cooking, 
who  hath  turn’d  this  bounty  of  God  into  a fcorpion^ 

either  by  weak  and  (hallow  commenting  with  their 
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numerous^  volumintm  and  Impertinent  amplifications 
and  modifications  $  or  by  proud  arrogance,  covct- 
oiifnede,  envy,  and  cruelty  tothem,  who  neither 
in  their  purpoies,  nor  in  their  actions  haveoffend- 
ed  againft  the  duehmour  of  Phyfick,  cfpecially 
Pjrotechna/l:  For  to  our  common  and  underfoot  Chy- 
ntijiry  and  jumblings  of  Apothecaries  ,is  the  tendence 
of  them,  who  have  the  leifure  to  be  induftriouf- 
Iy  idle$  and  he  who  fhal!  betedioufly  fludiousin  it, 
argues  a  dulnefs  little  left  then  Fatal,and  hardly  on 
this  fideforcerj, or  inchant  ment^n ot  to  be  undone  by 
charms ,  or  prayers  rlnfomuch  that  the  fears  which 
fome  men  may  haveofan  invafion  and  innovation 
into  the  E  utopian  Empire  of  Galenical  heathenifij  Thy- 
fick\  and  conft  ituting  more  clear,  natural  and  ex¬ 
perimental!  foundations  and  principles,  perhaps 
exceed  the  hopes  that  can  be  in  others  of  ever  in¬ 
troducing  it  with  any  great  fucceffe.  And  that 
Such  a  thing  ought  to  be  done,  and  chearfully  gone 
about,  and  fetl’d,  enough  hath  been  urg’d, and  yet 
fhall  further^  fince  we  are  clearly  of  that  opinion, 
that  it  will  be  a  harder  Alchimy  then  Lully  or  Paracel- 
fm  ever  knew,  to  extraft  or  fublimate  any  fure  re- 
all  foundations  of  Phyfick  out  of  Galen ,  and  his 
Task-mafters.  So  that  we  fte,  without  the  help 
of  further  light,  Salomons  (hips  are  more  welcome 
that  bring  apes  and  peacocks y  and  I  know  not  what 
monfrers  both  of  principles  and  praclife^  then  the 
Gold  of  ophir.  Nothing  now  adaies  is  more  dege¬ 
nerately  fofgotten  then  the  true  dsgnrty  of  Man 
almoft  in  every  refpefr,  butefpeciaJly  in  this,  and 
which  is  the  aggravation  ,  fo  fteerly;  concerning 
himfelf .  Indeed  mans  dilpofition  though  prone  to 
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fcarch  after  vain  curiofities,  yet  when  points  of 
difficulty  and  danger  are  to  be  difcufs’d,  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  removall  of  fome  unreafonable  wrong, 
burden,  injury  and  abufe  from  the  perplex’d  life 
of  our  Brother,  it  is  incredible  how  cold^how  dull, 
and  farre  from  all  fellow-feeling  we  are:  but  when 
neither  the  fpur  of  Vhilautie  and  felf-eoncernment, 
as  this  of  our  dear  life  and  health,  brought  into  un¬ 
worthy  fnares,  without  which  we  are  ufelefle  and 
fpiritlefieto  ourfelves  and  the  Common- Wealth, 
fhall  not  ftir  us  up  to  confider  and  bethink  of  an 
expedient  to  get  from  under  them,  into  a  more  ge¬ 
nerous,  eafie,  fafeand  exquifite  way,  both  to  pre- 
ferve  and  obtain  our  healths^  either  not  to  plead 
for  it,  or  nor  to  fee  it,  argues  a  coldnefle,  dulneffe 
and  dotage  little  leffe  then  incurable^ ora  ftark  dead- 
neffe,contra<3:cd  by  the  opium  and  Lethargy  of  epide- 
mick  ignorance:  Indignities  that  merit  a  Lucans 
fpirit  to  lay  open  and  explode  them.  And  feriouC 
ly  by  this,and  other  of  the  like  bulk.  and.  /fee,  ifthe 
Genius  of  Engli(h  men  muff  thus  go  a  fifhing  on  t’o¬ 
ther  fide  to  have  a  draught,  muft  be  fent  a  pilgri¬ 
mage  to  the  Worlds  End,  and  fetch  home  the  Apes 
and  Teacocky  of  Forreignersy  and  their  C  him  trie  all 
humours,  and  all  the  way  firike  top-fail,  ftand 
bare  and  vail  with  reverence, to  theftatueof-D//petf- 
fatories  of  others  ignorance  and  unexperienced  for¬ 
malities,  and  fuffer  the  fe  fpur  ious  brats  totakethe 
wall  of  all  thefreefpnit  of  clear  reafoning,  and  the 
Jons  oiArt  and  Ingenuity  . we  are  no  better  then  fiavts 
and  fools,  and  of  defert  to  be  reckon’d  with  the 
(onnes  of  Cham ,  and  to  Work  in  the  Laboratory  or 
the  Gibeonites,  Let  us  refol ve  then  1  ike  Men  hum- 
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'  ble  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  with  no  Jefle  faith  and 

a  fei  ious  judgement  apply  our  felves  to  the  freenefs 
And  bounty  of  God  in  our  own  native  Country: 
and  know  all  the  world,  that  the  Divine  goodnefle 
hath  perfvvaded  me  that  home-bred  difafes  have 
their  remedies  likewife  at  home .  And  Chymrcall 
conclufions  have  taught  me,  that  a  little  liquor  may 
be  provided,  which  will  keep  the  tempers  of  fimple  s 
aoi  uncorruP.rc<i ,  without  any  forreign  condiment . 
They  boil  therefore  herbs  in  water ,  Wine,  or  di- 
ftilTd  liquor ,  (the  abfurditie,vanitie  and  iniquity 
of  which  (hall  further  be  fhewen  anon  )  even  till  the 
third  part,  or  half  be  con  fum’d,  in  a  double  veiled 
under  a  double  Cover,  and  fo  make  a  decodtion,  or 
anti-Chimicallyioxritye^  whereinifthechiefeft  po¬ 
wers  do  not  per //&,  or  are  not  evirate  $  yet  is  there 
nothing  drawn  from  thence,  but  an  ill  pleafing  and 
diftaftfull  (lime  of  herbs,  tobedigefted  by  the  fto- 
mach  $  although  the  decodfions  and  juices  be  cla¬ 
rified  with  whites  of Egges,  and  palliated  with/#- 
gar.VoY  they  are  drunk  without  reparation  of  that 
which  is  pure,  from  that  which  is with¬ 
out  unlocking  the  hidden  powers  by  the  7 urn-key 
!  /  of  Tyrotechny  $  without  the  root  and  participation 

of  the  life,  oremendation  of  the  crudities  %- 

excrements ,  and  violent  powers ,  whofe^<^/&/7/ex 
wehavenoop/Hwtodead,  nor  our  nature  cannot 
withoutgreat  prejudice  endure. 

Within  the  fame  lift  aremarfhalf d  Electuaries, 
ConfeSions ,  ox  Tills,  either  to  comfort,  ortoloof- 
en^  who  abound  with  greater  miferics  then  the 
fyrupsv  for  without  boiling,  wirh  meer  pound¬ 
ing  or  poud’ring  they  are  ridiculoufly,  ignorantly 
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and  unadvifedly  fram’d  of  many  fimpks  which 
for  the  moft  part  are  in  antipodean  pofition,  and 
diametral!)  oppofite  one  to  another  }  fo  that  they 
cannot  conjoin  the  mutuall  help  which  they  owe 
unto  us.  F or  it  is  not  in  Nature  as  it  is  in  Number s 
where  the  powers  ali  meet  in  one,  becaufethey  a! 
greeby  unities*  For  in  natute  every  thing  is  lin¬ 
gular,  and  lives  of  it  felf  not  delighting  in  conjun¬ 
ction.  Thus  farlikewife  the  operations  of  Phy- 
fick  proceed  into  the  middeff  of  the  Ufe  of  the 
Archeus,  which  by  confufions  and  blendings,  if  it  do 
not  altogether  periffo,  pet  isitatleaft  mam fejlly  evi¬ 
rate.?  ox  the  fruftrated  fucceffes  of  many  feeds  com¬ 
pared  together,  and  the  autoptical! unfuccesfulnefs 
of  Phyfhians,  by  thefe  weak  and  contemptible  en¬ 
gines  ought  to  have  given  fufiicient  warning  to  the 
Schools,  that  they  fhould  forbeatfrom  blending 
fo  many  and  different  Jim  pies  together.  How  much 
more  when  in  that  multitude ,  many  counterfeit , 
oppofite ,  ufdejfe,  (but  otherwife  for  the  moft  part 
ponderous)  impertinent,  vain ,  improper ,  and  there¬ 
fore/?*#*,  over-worn,  evil! ,  and  dead  things  are  ad¬ 
ded,  or  at  leaf:  made;  F  or  although  th  t  adulterate 
ing  oi drugs  are  more  juftly  charged  upon  th&mer- 
chant  then  the  druggifi^  yet  not  to  garble  them,  is 
the  part  of  a  JiuggiJh,  ignorant ,  or  covetous  A  pothe- 
cary.  In  rhe  mean  time  it  is  certain  that  almoftali 
the  ingredients  are  taken  crude,  hard,  unripe,  J/jut, 
poifoned ,  impure,  bound,  and  unapt  to  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  their  powers,  and  are  more  depraved  by 
mixture,  Andbecaufethey?<?«/tfc/;off]ck  perfons  is 
hard-by,  and  in  the  jhrefhold  ,  therefore  it  is  firft 
offended,  becaufe  it  is  feeble  and  unfit  td  extra# 
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the  middle  life  ,  befet  with  fo  many  difficulties  : 
Wherefore  we  ought  in  our  labours  and  lingular 
care,  to  be  before-hand,  that  we  may  prepare  all 
things  for  tlielanguifhing  ftomack  ,  if  we  hope  with 
delight  to  attain  unto  the  conceiv’d  and  wiffied 
ends.  Wherefore  the  ufe  of  all  Confections  is  harfio^ 
naujeous  and  tedious  :  Hence  came  the  proverb, 
take  that  away ,  foir  it  [wells  like  a  medicine. 

Likewife  if  you  take  from  folutiyes,  Scammony 
and  Coloquintida ,  the  whole  Edifice  of  the  {hops  in 
Solutivcs ,  will  fall  to  the  ground  ,thofe  two  pillars 

1C.  being  remov’d,  whereon  it  refted.  For  folutives 
*  b  elides  Scammony fioloquintidafiuphorbium  elaterium , 
efiula  and  inanifeft  poifons^  andthofe  befide  adulte¬ 
rated^  fordid  and  horrid^  the  fource  of  the  diminuti¬ 
on  of  our  forces  and  ftrength ,  contein  nothing 

elfe,  unlefle  the  fame poifons  be  fup pos’d  to  be  al¬ 
layed  with  aloes^  rubarb\  fene,  agarick^  manna  and 
the  like,  and  fo  the  more  liable  to  impofture. 

105  The  fchools  acknowledge  that  their  purges r  down 
to  Agaric^  have  need  of  correction^  to  the  intent, 
that  they  may  bring  in  their  very  mouthes  ftrength 
unto  Nature :  But  ah  would  to  God  fuch  lame  Cor¬ 
rections  were  not  idle  and  unprofitable ,  were  not 
foolfij  3  and  that  they  might  ferve  rather  to  compare 
the  innocence  of  the  medicine  then  his  cafiration  or 
gelding  his  powers.*  Because  caSlrfitipn  of  powers, 
con  eludes  and  carries  deceit  in  the  very  face  $  lea  ft, 
as  who  fhould  fay,  the  lick  might  underhand  the 
poifon,  that  is  in  it.  The  balefull  remedies  alfo  of 
the  (hops,  are  like  a  Crocodile^  or  dcmeftick  wolfe  $ 
who  feeing  his  occaf  on,  yvhihft  he  is  trufted  to,  re- 

tames  to  his  wonted  fiercenefle  and  cruelty  of  Na¬ 
ture: 
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ture :  Hence  neither  dare  . they  call  their  fo  corrected 
medicines  by  their  proper  Etymon:  that  is  to  fay, 
they  hide Scammony ,  under  the  name  of  di  igredmm , 
as  alfo  Colocyntlm ,  they  difguife  under  Alhandal. 

At  length  the  compound  laxatives  in  the  Diflpenfato - 
r7es  do  war  under  a  fain’d  and  counterfeit  title  of 
Dux.  In  the  mean  while  they  cannot  deny,  but  I07 
that  in  all,  andevery  of  their  lolutives,  Scammony 
and  Coloqnmtida ,  are  the  two  pillars,  on  whom  , 
the  whole  Edifice  of  purging  doth  reft  and  lean }  in 
the  collifion  of  which,alh  whatfoever  is  builtthere- 
on,  doth  fall  to  the  ground.  Their  move  gentle 
lolutives  then,  as  Manna,  Cajjia,  Seney,  rubarb  &c. 
have  given  up  their  names  to  thofe  two  burley  ftan- 
d^td  leaders* 

The  fchooles  confefle  that  a  laxative  medicine  lcg. 
being  exhibited,  isno longer  in. the  power  of  the 
Thfatan ;  yea,  and  that  more  is, they  by  this  means 
defame  the  Laxatives,  and  therefore  efteem  them 
lelfe  and  fet  them  behind  phlebotomy*  For  if  the  ^ 
laxative,  hath-compaittedany  thing  too  cruel,  they 
are  wont  to  accufe  either  the  dofe ,  or  the  correction, 

.  or  the  fluid  nature  of  the  lick,  or  the  Apothecary,  or 
the  fervqpts^ov  the  wife, or  fl wie  bodie ,  or  fomething , 
leaft.other  wife  thename  and  fame  of  a  f  olutive  me¬ 
dicine  fhould  perifh  :  yet  notwithftanding  in  the  no 
mean  vyin.le  they  confeffe,  will  they  nill  they ,  that 
all  fplu fives  contein  in  them  a  corrupting,  wafting 
poifon,  and  pnely  Aloes  alone,  they  have  made  a 
proverb,  sxxd  cei)\  it  innocuous*  But  the  reft  are  ad- 
-  min iftred,  with ^  qddit ament ,  correction  and  a r cunt- 
'  -fpeCtian  r  and  not  prepojleroufly ,  nor.  ovprhaftily.  > 
Of  late  ,  a  certain  learned  man  to  preferve  his 
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health,  took  the  ufuall  pill,  ex  aloe  lota,  (caflrat# 
f  otiw')  and  not  finding  the  effe&,  he  goes  to  round 
another  thyjitfqn  in  the  eare,  and  tells  him  of  it, 
who  blames  the  fluggifhneffe  of  Moes,  and  more¬ 
over  turns  Pier  on  five  amamm^ into  pigrum  :  I’le  pre- 
fcribeyou,faiesh e,geldcd  pills  which  being  taken, 
he  miferably  perifhes,  becaufe  he  had  labour’d  a 
whole  week  in  vain,  that  he  might  reform  the  dif- 
order’d  effect  of  the  laxative  medicine.  He  there¬ 
fore  that  he  might  free  himfelffrom  zjuture  difeafe, 
perifhes  by  the  deceit  of  the  Phyfitian,  and  leaves 
behind^ him  eleven  children.  Whence  firffc  it  is 
manifeft,  that  it’s  as  free  in  a  laxative  to  rage  fierce 
In  one,  that  is  well  in  health,  as  in  one  that  is  fick$ 
for  this  thing  may  goe  on  raging  againft  the  life  of 
Magiftrates  and  chiefeft  Governours,  and  that  fcot- 
free,  without  danger  of  puhifhment,  under  thofe 
two  cheats ,  the  name  of  a  Phyfitian,  and  the  deceit  of 
a  medicine  %  becaufe  the  Earth  covers  the  cruell 
ignorance  andiunskpljulneffe  ohhe  Phyfitians. 

2?I  Jr  v  It’s  a  fpecious  title  truly  that  of  purgation  or  de¬ 
puration,  but  full  of  deceit  God  knowes.  Ah  ! 
would  to  God  that  the  Phyfitians  purge  could  expi¬ 
ate  difeafes.  Would  to  God  as  touching  this,it  may 
not  be ,  that  the  fick  would  expeft  purges  from  the 
handsofaP hyfitian,  orhis  prefeription.  It’swoith 

SiI  2  our  feriouS  forrow  furel  y  that  they  fay,  a  loofning 
medicine  adminiftred  before  the  conco3ion  ofthe 
>  difeafe, brings  forth  thofe  humour  s(f ox  they  wil  have 

laxatives  have  eyes,  like  that  Epidanrean  ferpent,  to 
bring  forth  by  feledhifnt  ere  humour  and  not  ano¬ 
ther  )  which  otherwise,  after  the  aforefaid  conco¬ 
ction  of  the  difeafe,  would  b Qunufefuli^  yea,  and 

hurt- 
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hurtfull.  Notwith {landing  neither  will  they  learn 
hitherto  from  hence,  that  the  humours  brought  out 
by  laxatives  arenot  humours, nor  things offending; 
(forotherwife,  in  either  Jiat ion  of  a  drfeafe,  and 
with  one  only  laxative-, they  {houldiieceflarilyhelp 
equally,  if  they  bring  out  the  fame  peccant  matter) 
but  meet  putrefaction,  and  meer  rotten  contain  d 
melted  matter  through  theporfonofthe  laxatives. 

So  much  the  more  unhappily  is  the  enemy  receiv  , 
in  regard  he  may  exercife  this  cruell  raging  and 
ravening  within.,  in  thejlefi  and  in  the  blond.  . 

To  profecute  the  deciphering  of  thofe  cruelties 

and  outrages  which  are  committed  by  laxatives,  it 

will  not  be  befides  our  purpofe,  to  relate  a  ftory 
of  our  friend  in  this  bufinefl'e,  which  he  mentions 
ofhimfelf}  andit  isthat  acute Hilo/ opher  and  inge¬ 
nious  Belmont ,  who  when  he  was  young,  put  on 
the  dove  of  a  certain  damofell  infelied  with  a  dry 
itch  or / cab  $  where  he  had  contra&ed,  fim  on  that 
hand,  then  on  the  other,  an  unlucky  fcabbinelle, 
of  a  Purulent  conftitution,  and  with  puftules.  The 
fenior  Phyfitians  of  the  City  being  called,  they 
commanded,  firft  a  veine  to  be  open  d  for  the  cool¬ 
ing  of  the  liver  .*  then,  with  an  apozcme  for  three 
dales,  they  addreffed  themfelves  to  prepare  for  the 
deduftion  of  yellow  torrid  choler ,  andfal tflegme  5 
and  at  length  they  intend  the  Purgation  of  the  afore¬ 
said  humours ,  by  the  pills  of  fumitory,  andthey a- 

bundantly  provoked  many  feiges. And  he  was  trier- 

with  glad, that  hehad  excretedfuch  a heapot  ltinfc- 
*  ing  matter.  They  advife  therefore  the  fime  me- 
'dicine  to  betaken  the  third  day  after,  ^ud  again 
alfo  atter  three  dates  with  the  like  fucceue  *  An 
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f aies  he ,  it  all  had  been  put  together,  it  would  have 
eaflly  filled  two  buckets  of  filthy  rotten  and  ftink- 
ing  t  tuffe  ^  which  he  did  then  think  to  be  humours. 
he  then  who  before  was  found  and  luftie,  in  his  full 
ftrength,  light  and  nimble  in  leaping  and  running} 
was  now  made macilent,  hisknees  trembling,  his 
cheekes  weie  fallen,  and  his  voice  hoarfe.  Ifaid 
C  relates  hej)  and  that  too  late.  In  what  chamber  of 
thhmy  peaceable Inne£\&  this  croud  of  fiii  kingand 
unworthy  gueffs  lodge  and  take  up  quarters?  For 
I  found  not,  neither  in  the  Crown  office,  my  head$ 
nor  in  the  wbite-Hallof  my  brejl  ^  or  unckle  Johns- 
Houfeof  my  body  the  belly ,  any  place  for  fo  great  a 
Farrago.  For  although  all  my  bo  wells  fhould  be  ta¬ 
ken  away,  yet  could  not  the  whole  lakes  or  cavity 
contein  fcarce  halfe  the  quantity.  I  conclude 
therefore  with  my  felfe ,  that  thofe  humors  were  not 
preexijling.  but  made  in  me.  And  I  knew,  that 
that  rotten  (linking  melted  ftuffe,  was  made  by  the 
medicine  I  had  taken  $  which  fame  thing  would 
•  have  come  to  pafle  as  often  as  I  had  taken  it :  But 
it  feems  he  was  (fill  troubled  with  his  the 
ferubadoe ,  and  that  the  fame  fcab  had  porfefs’d  him 
as  before .  Whence  may  be  known* 

i.  That  this  our  porous  velame ,  that  is  obtended 
1 *3  like  a fiarfe  over  the  wholeframe  of  the  body,  is  the 
topick  habitaculum  of  thatcontaglon  the  fcaby, %nd 
is  a  difeafe  of  the  pellis^  and  fcarce  enters  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  membrana  carnofa9  and  not  an  intem- 
perature  of the  liver . 

2*  That  the  vitious  tern  per  of  thofe  humours  in 
theje^are falfe and  fain’d ,  wi.ich  were  produc’d 
b y  the  onely  tad  of  ,th e  glooe. 

.  That 
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3.  That  laxative  medicines  doe  not  at  all  purge 

ormunditie,  butputirfic. 

4.  That  they  eliquatc  the  vivid  fubflanceofthe bo¬ 
dy  and  refolve  it  into  corruption. 

5.  That  they  indifferently  contaminate  whatfo- 
everby  any  meanesthey  can  come  iinto^  whether 
it  be  the  Bloiid0  or  thelivingjfe/ftit  felf}  and  that 
they  doe  not,  nor  cannot  (eledlvely  feparate  and 
draw  forth  one  humour,  from  another. 

6.  That  the  contaminated  doth  denote  his  conta^ 
minating  tobemeer  poyfon,  and  doth  effedonely 
the  liquefatfion  and  pntrefa&ion  of  the  body. 

7.  That  the  cent  animated  matter, nature  driving 
forth,  will  flow  out  untill  the  whole  ftrengthof 

the  medicine  be  exatitlate. 

8.  That  this  cometh  to  pafs  as  well  m  a  round 

naan,  as  in  a  lick.  '  -cue 

9.  And  therefore  that  a  folutiye  medicine,is  tuil  ot 

danger,  before  Nature  is  vidrix  in  difeafes;  For 
afterwards,  it  doth  not  fomanifeftly  fliewits  hurt. 
Which  things  having  fo  ferioufly  weigh’d  with  my 
felf  unto  fatiety  of convidion  and  fatisfadion,  gave 
me  ample  caufe  to  fufped  the  ufe  of  laxatives,  efjpe- 
cially  thofe  of  the pops  now  in  common  ufe. 

A  woman  in  sepulchres  parifh  neer  fnotv-hiU ,  of 
a  laudable  conftitution,  (hong  and  luftie,  tooka 
potion  of  my  own  prefeription,  and  it  was  onely 
of  the  common  infufionof  Senna  and  Rubarb }  to 
whofe  ftreining  was  added  only  one  ounce  of  fyrup 
of  Cychoty  with  Rubarb  }  and  (he  confefFed ,  with 
others,  it  gave  her  above  fourty  ftooles,  and  might 
have  gone  very  neer  to  have  done  violence  to  her 

life,  had  noU  with  much  induftryapplyed  my  felf 
5  to 
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today  it$  which  was  done  with  good  fuccefle.  A 
certain  man  alfo  took  a  Scanmoniate  medicine,  and 
in  one  day, it  gave  him  above  fourty  dools,  which  to¬ 
gether  with  his  pifle  that  he  made  that  day,  was 
weigh'd,  and  they  weigh’d  eighteen  pounds  and  fe¬ 
ver?  ounces  of  (linking  yellow  ftufFe.  Now  in  footh, 
if  that  roLten  melted  duffe,  be  C holer,  and  one  of 
the  four }  then  the  refidueofyfc*/**  in  the  body,  (ex¬ 
ceeding  choler  by  one  third  part,  according  to  Ga¬ 
len^  (ha\\  weigh,  twenty  feven  pounds  and  ten  ounces ; 
and  by  the  fame  compute,  there  (hall  exceed  nine 
pounds ,  and  three  ounces  of  pure  black  cholera  that 
is,  of  fleam  and  melancholy  not  mingl’d  with  yellow 
choler ,  thirty  fix  pound  and  thirteen  ounces.  It’s  clear 
1 14  therefore  that  in  a  purge  there  Is  no  purification  of  the 
body,  but  rather  a  difiempera^ure  of  the  remaining 
humours  if  there  be  any  fuch  things.  Then,  that 
theaforefai dfolution,  is  not  a  fele&ive  inundation 
ofth  echoler,  or  a  freeing  of  the  body  from  fupffitt - 
ous  choler  .*  but  a  meer  putrefafrive  eliquation  of  the 
blond.  Becaufe  while  the  blond h  in  the  veins,  it  doth 
not  Oink  5  but  by  and  by,  it  dinks  in  the  guts ,  in 
the  fameindant,  when  it  falls  out  of  the  veins :  But 
I  pray  you,  what  houfe  of  office  or  clofe-ftool  is  there 
inthCDody,  that  can  contain  thirty  feven  pounds  of 
fleam,  and  the  remnants  of  black,  choler }  chiefly 
when  from  a  purge,  the  veins  which  before  were 
full,  are  now  fallen,  and  appear  no  more.*  for  the 
following  morn ing?the  wretched  man  who  trufled 
to  the  Phyfitians  judgement,  and  thought  himfelf 
fo  well  purg’d  and  cleans’d,  fpeaks  now  with  a 
ftnaUJharp  and  hoarfe  voice  3  his  hands  tremble,,  his 
knees (hake->  hiseitf/  hollow,  his  veins  exhaled  his 
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loo\  ghaftly  ,  and  prefs’d  with  an  unreafonablc 
thirft,  and  dejeffed  appetite,  thought  he  (hould  ne¬ 
ver  recover :  And  certainly  if  the  doje  of  the  lax a- 
tive  had  been  greater,  it  would  have  had  his  due, 
and  might  have  made  but  an  ill  bufinefle  of  it.  By 
this  ftrong  purgation  then,  may  be  gefs’d,nay  doth 
clearly  appear  the  virulent  propriety  of  folutiver . 

The  Vhyjitians  having  their  excufe  ready,  and 
to  falve  up  the  bufinefle  and  their  ignorance  fay,  it 
was  the  cafie  nature  of  the  man,  in  obeying  the  me¬ 
dicine  too  much,  thereby  fhunning  the  aforefaid 
CoUuvies  of  the  remaining  humours,  and  alfothe 
di (proportion  of  the  fame.  The  which  Scammo- 
neats,  doth  not  onely  draw  forth  cholcr  out  of  pro¬ 
priety  $  but  o[ the  b loud  it  felfe,  or  the  compound 
out  ofthe  four,  there  irmade  up  that  one  liqnamen, 
that  heap  of  (linking  refolv’d  matter  :  Whence 
we  again  conclude  it  an  impofture  and  cheat, 
which  fuppofes  to  bring  forth  cboler  ox  fleam,  or  a- 
vouches,  that  purges,  fo  call'd,  are  the  Gold-fin  dersy 
or  likethe  City  Night-men,  do  cleanfe  and  mundify 
the  body  of  its  filth  and  impurities  by  the  befome 
of  laxation  or  appropriate  and  /elective  dedudion^  or 
that  they  can  fingleoutone  humour  from  another 
and  fall  foul  upon  it,  and  like  a  fpecial  Bayliff. \  ar- 
reft  one  humour  from  all  itsfellows,  without  bail  or 
mainpnfe,  though  they  areal l/ubfldy  entities^  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  GaUnifls)  and  of  the  grand  Jury  at  the 
djfizes  of  life  and  death  held  in  the  Guild -ball  or 
Court  of  our  body,  which  to  affirm  is  a  madnefle 
and  dotage  beyond  the  power  of  Hclebore  5  when 
themfelves confcfle,thatalI  are  eliquated  together  .• 
And  according  to  Galen,  when  the  blond  begins  to 
putrefie  there  is  made  choler:  and  it’s  falfe  that  a 
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cholagogall medicine  (verhi  gratia^  will  cure  bilious 
difeales.  And  that  it  is  a  deceit  in  them^  who  lay, 
they  bring  out  choier ,  when  the  other  thjree  being 
fir  ft  corrupted,  are  alio  caft  forth.  There  is  no 
man  that  is  ftudious  of  Truth  who  doth  not  under- 
(bind  this  thing  prefently,  that  theBafis  of  pealing 
of  the  Antient sis  overthrown,  as  weliinreipect  ot 
t  he  humours  s  as  of  the f tk&ion  of folutive  medicines . 
To  me  ferioufly  it’s  a  wonder  not  much  on  this  ucie 
anaftonifhment,  thatthe  world  hath  not  yet  con- 
fider’d  the  perwcioufuejje  of  laxatives ,  w(ho  other- 
wife  can  fo  quickly  fent and  perceive  any  vile  arts, 
bordering  upon  their  own  .pwfi  or  profit.  Its  out 
of  doubt  truly,  but  that  laxatives  may  carry  an  oc¬ 
cult  poifon,  which  hath  made  fo  many  thousands 
of  poor  roidorces  and  orphans.  Nor  do  they  bring 
forth  a  lingular  humour  after  them,  which  things 
never  were  in  Nature,  unleffe  in  the  books  ot  Phy- 
litians.  For  truly*  encreafe  the ddfe  of  the  laxative^ 
and  it  betray es  it  felt  to  be  a  deadly  poifon.  „ 

Well,  go  to  yet,  I  pray  you  why dothrhat 
your  choier  following  with  fuch  a  Iwift  flux,  1  ti  < 
fo  abominably,  which  but  one  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  didnot  ftinkatall?  For  the  celerity  qt  tne 
flux  takes  away  the  occafion  of  fuireUtlioPi  and 
fo  alfo  of  &»fa  FoKtisa  or  dead  body  that 

ftinks,  &  hot  the  turd :  Neither  could  it  fo  luddenly 
borrow ,  or  beimpregnattd  with  iuchalavonr  o  a 
ftrong  ftinking  turd  from  the  RUtts,  Therefore 
jb*4fmellsofpOT/i»,  and  indicate,  an  efficient poi/?*, 
and  cadhmorctu  matter  taken  from  the  living  •*  which 
I  doethus  experimentally  prove.  If  an  y 
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*Vnnk  t.  dram  of  white  vitriol  diffolv’d  in  wine  > 
t  ati  bvit  FOvokes^,^.  But  if  prefen dy  up- 
on  the  drinking  of  it,  he  takes  down  a  draught  of 
beer ,  tenter,  &c.  he  fhall  truly  have  m°,  ’ 

and  vet  verily  without  ftmk.  Scammonj  theretore 
and  l itriol  do  equally  liquate  the  mfirvektta <od . 
This  truly,  with  the  violent  ponticity  of  it  felf, 
but  that  wim  the  putr efadive  and  {linking  firong 
poifon  of  the  laxatives .  F  or  which  confideratioil 
alone,  a  purgation,  ought  to  befufpefledas  acrut 
and  ftupid  invention.  For  it  according  to  G  Jen, 
While  the  blond  begins  to  putrefie  there  is  madej^ 

ler  then  that  fame  funking,  and  yellow  m  It 
matter  driven  out  by  laxatives,  and  count, :rjeitivg 
choler'  is  generated  of  putrefied,  blend :  Andbyeon- 

Couence  the  laxatives  themielves  arerefolvers  and 

StXn  of  the  blond  :  which  is  eafily  gather  d 
our  J  Galen  ,  again!  t  the  fchools  wills  Forhe 
chiefly commends  Tnacle  ^  forafmuchuS^  P 
full  v  relifts  poifons  .•  alfo  he  aliens  it,to be  the  mo 
Icnowlne  ligne  of  the  heft  I riacle,  that  ft  Truck  be 
f  ,.„n  together  with  laxatives,  undoubtedly  there 
Z\\ 1  Aft  follow  any  fei'ges.  Do  not  thele  words  of 
XXvince  that  laxatives  are  meet  poifons* 

To  which  fufbliion,  the#Sral(odoagrec.  For 

JpKrpng  medicine  being  taken,  both  ttc  M  “ 
Jd  Zu&fouhd  do  equally  cafl out tefolyed  matter^ 
of  the  fame  dolour,  [mil  and  condition:  wherefox- 
it  doth  not  expell  the  peccant  humour,  betare  t 

.*> rr’iss  sss 

We  to  laxatives.-  For  if  any  humour  ofthefoor 

L  2 


118 


120 


Mataotecbnia  Medicina, 

be  putrid  in  feavers,  it  doth  naturally  betoken  the 
ablation  of  it :  But  Laxatives  may  fele&ively  draw 
out  the  humour  out  of  the  hloud  3  yea,  in  found  folks, 
as  they  lift  they  liquefie  the  found  flefh  $that  thence 
they  may  obtain  their  fcope,  which  is  to  pour  down 
the  ft  in  king  rotten  refolv’d  matter  jmo  the  common* 
fioar  of  the  Oeconomy ,  of  which  the  womb  makes  e- 
je&ment.  Verily  laxatives  will  not  have  the  like 
liberty  in  feavers,  to  the  drawing  forth  of  the  pec¬ 
cant  and  putrid  excrement.  For  the  putrid  hath  no 
more  its  priftinc  eflence  and  properties,  which  it 
had  before  its  putrefaftion •  For  although  the  load - 
Hone  may  draw  iron  3  it  will  not  therefore  draw 
ruft.  Therefore  though  a  purging  medicine  may 
rcfolvethejf?^  and  blond,  that  thence  it  may  draw 
forth  chokr9  which  by  a  Ipecifick  propriety,  being 
o’rccome,doth  draw  unto  it  felf  .*  it  doth,  not  there¬ 
fore  in  like  fort  d  raw  the  putrid  and  putrefied  mat¬ 
ter  included  in  the  veins  9  which  would  be  the  caufc 
of  fe avers*  There  is  no  man  truly  fhould  ever  dy 
by  feavers,  if  thofe  two  axioms  of  the  fchools  were 
true  .-To  wit,  if  putrid  humours  be  the  caufc  of 'fea¬ 
vers  3  and  alfo,  if  they  yield  felettively  to  purges; 
It  would  over  and  befide  be  mad  caution ,  that  purg¬ 
ing medicines  fhould  not  be  given  in  the  beginning 
of  feavers ,  before  the  matter  grew  turgid ;  that  is 
to  fay, before  a  maturity  and  conco&ion  ofthe  pec¬ 
cant  matter.*  whence  is.  fufficicntly  manifeft,  that 
the  black  and  difmall  ufe  of  laxatives  are  hardly  on 
this  fide  the  banks  of  phlegetontal  and  direful l  evils. 
But  if  they  fhould  be  given  after  that  the  matter  of 
the  difeafe  is  rightly  fubdu’d ,  the  aforefaid  caution 
contains  aaimpofture  too,  forafmuch  as  the  effetf 

pro*. 


The  vanity  of  the  craft  of  Vbyfic\  77 

procur'd  of  its  own  accord  strid  by  the. benefit  of  j22 
nature,  is  attributed  to  the/<*«/  medicine :  from 
which  alfo  truly  the  good  abd  honeft  Phyfitlan 
fhould  more  iuftlv  abftain  ;  becaufe  elfe  it  may  per¬ 
turb  them  fo,  and  induce  the  danger  of  contuhon 
and  recitation  :  verily  a  tme  and  purge, 

which  is  to  fay,  a  deanfer  of  the  body,  ought  to 

workonelyup©niiP.pure,unfoynd  bodies*  Here 
it  ought  to  be  a  Herculean  a£taMn  the  Aug*  an  (tables  123 
or  Dunghill  of  impurities,  add  not  in  the  Seraglio  or 
'frefh  and  fair  garden  of  healthy  and  found  perfcns. 

And  becaufe  of  this  it's  moft  perfect,  which  firft  ot 
all  infenfibly  lulls  afleep  andpacifies  th tArchcm, 
which  afterwards  (feeing  Nature  is/ ,la  medicawx  ) 
mo  wes  down  the  weeds,  the  thornes  and  t  hirties  ot 
Difeafer,  and  morbifick  diftempers,  and  the  occa- 

flonallcaufesofthem.  . 

But  theyobjeft  for  their  purgers,that  it’s  nothing,  1 24 
though  a  laxative  medicine  cafts  forth  the  lauda  le 
juice  out  of  them///,  chiefly  becaufe  it  drives  out 
with  a  ftronger  power  and  fhorter  cut  the  morbi¬ 
fick  facet.  Nor  is  it  greatly  tobe  regarded,  though 
folutrues  do  make  a  little  diminution  of  the 
ftrength,  with  the  more  crude  bloud.  But  it  may 

be  made  appear  unto  ample  fatisfadionb)  the  con- 

fent  of  experience,  that  laxatives  do  not  take  away 
the  noxious  humours,  or,  any  difeafz  lodg'd  m  them. 
Then,that  there  are  no  fueh  things  in  Nature  $  nor  was 
ever  this  meridian  of  humours  ever  touch  d  or  come 
nigh  to,  by  thofe,who,  Drake-likg^ ave  compals’d 
the  whole  Globe  and  round  of  Nature^  and  taken  all 
-  her  dimenficnsby  the  Jacobs  ftaffof  per/ leUive  reajon 
and  experience^  but  hangs  onelyflike  caftles  in  the 
airc)  in  the  Eutopia  of^w/^r  Phyfitians  brains,  or 
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in  the  narrow  creek  of  their  bafe-b m/ books,  and 
no  where  elfe:  neither,  do  any  difeafes  ref  pond  ox 
goe  a  pilgrimage  to  lodge  in  the  Neto-found-Land.  of; 
Americdlot  Vncfior-Jehn  humours*  .Then  alfo,  that 
whatfosver  the  Catkarticks  profligate,  banifh,  and 
fcflflout  from  the  Independency  of  our  vitall  Oecono- 
my,h  not 'one  of.  the  three  humours  which  they 
fay  offends.,  is  become  malignant,  and  endeavours 
to  fettle  a  commiffion  of  a)  rav,  to  plunder  not  the 
petty  fuburbs  four  the  IVcftmmjter-Kall  of  our  fanity 
and  ftrength  and  hath  been  found,  not  onely  plea¬ 
ding  for -the  monarchy  and  tyranny  of  dfeafes  and 
diftempers,;  but  in  a&naUMmzs  iigiinff  the  Re- gub- 
lique  3  for  which  he  is  adjudg’d  a  Delinquent  and 
Traitor ,  andtobefequeftredandthrufl  out  ofthe 
lines  o f  Communication,  by  the  back-door  or  port 
efqwhne  of  our  healthfull  City.*  but  is  onely  the 
boneft  round-head,  a  true  and  peaceable  Common- 
WealthVmatijthe^/^  who  ischofen  and  ordain’d 
to  be  one  ofthe  Keepers  of  the  liberties  \hfe  and  health 
'  ofour  bodies  $  now  flainby  the  laxative  medicine, 
and  facriflc  d  a 9  a  Holomitf  on  the  Altar  of  ltsyrtii- 
leocy  and  poifon.  Therefore  neither  dare  they  give 
purges  i n  acute  feavers,  imlefieit  be  after  the  mat¬ 
ter  gro\v  s  turgid,  which  is  a  s  much  as  to  fa  y  ,  after 
'Nature  h at  h  ret urn  <1 Oonouereffe ;  For  whefl  the 
difeas’d  gueft  is o>  ecotne  and  now  of  his  own  M- 
co  rd  about  to  retreat,  wduldfail  out,  Vrtkfjuotfaer 
filth  brought  to  p'afle  by  thePhyfick :  ifhkfferhe 
Ar  chews being  pricked  with  indignation  by  fan  ho¬ 
stile  im  pref  lion  of  the  virulent  m  ed  icine>efl  ft  irt-,  flits 
up  a  frefh  aflault  or  rtcidipmon  !of  the  dife£$  3 
which  thing  we  have  obfeiVd  to  happen  frequent- 
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ly.  Every  laxative  therefore  is  absolutely  noxious , 
andalfo  fru  franco  us ,  we  fhould  therefore  be  guil- i 
tv  before  Gotland  uncharitable  to  man,  if  we  did 
not  per  fwade  toabftain  altogether  (tom  purges.?  or 
let  but  a  virulent  folutive  be  a  little  whtle  detain  a 
inth etfomMk.,  and  it  doth  putrefie,  and  contami¬ 
nate  whatfoever  was  depofited  in  the  iiiejanery  to 
better  ufes;  and  drawes  in  place  of  the  putren’d 
treafijry,  the  depurated  bloud  from  the  vena  cava, 
and  doth  leifurely  contaminate  it  witha 
contagion,  and  eliquate  it  with  theft  inking  fer¬ 
ment  of  the  cadaver.  Hence  is  that  Ioffe  and  over¬ 
throwing  ofthe  ftrength  by  laxajiyes,  and  pertur- 

bationof the vitall monarchy,  without  hope  otla- 
nation  from  thence-  And  this  rageofthe  laxatives 
doth  endure,  not  only  when  they  are  prefent,  but 
after  they  are  gone,they  leave  fuch  a  untUre  behind 
them  as  caufeth  the  body  to  work  till  it  s  wholly 
fpent  and  hath  fufficiently  fated  it  felt  on  the  li¬ 
ving  Jubilances  thereofffor  the  poifem  hath  tainted 
wivh  its  contagionboth  thcflomach  and  inteftines. 
For  io  h\  feme  perfons  an  artificia.il  Diarrhea  hath 
arifeft  .which  thence  forwards  hath  continu’d  un» 
till  their  dying  day,  and  laugh’d  at  the  promts  d 
help  and  inefficacious  try’d  means  ot  ajtnngents . 
The?ufe  of  laxative*  therefore  are  altogether  to  be 
(Jifallow’d and  forbidden;  Repetitions  of  purgatl- 
onsate  mote wicked and burtfull j  and  indeed  every 
is  botb,fru!lraneout  and  hurtful!  in  refpea, 
theV  levelltheir power onely agal'nft  the  productions 
ox  effect  and  not  againftth eCaufesz,  chiefly  when 
vifeid  excrements  are  featqd  remotely  frpipthefto- 

niack,  they  are  tonftubten  and  re^a^ory  FqyielJ 
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to  the  laxative  operation  of  rtirgers.  If  any  pleafe 
to  adde,  that  although  Laxatives  may  feem  to  have 
afforded  eafe  and  relief,  for  a  day  or  two  after  their 
ufejinfomuch  as  the  maffe  of  crude  and  inconfetted 
bloud  in  the  mefaraic^  veins  being  voided  by  ftool, 
there  muft  of neceffity  fucceed  the  more [paring  dif- 
penfation  of  blood  through  the  body,  and  penury 
of  nourifhment  in  the  lungs,  and  by  confequence  a 
leffequantity  ofexcrement  be  rejected :  yet  do  they, 
by  fubftra&ing  from  the  neceflary  aliment  of  the 
whole,  and  by  leaving  behind  them  an  evil  tin&ure 
in  the  lnftruments  of  common  digeftion ,  every 
day  more  and  more  infringe  the  univerfall  Oecono - 
my  of  the  body,  and  impugn  the  conferving  vigour 
of  nature.  Wherefore  we  conclude  with  Hippocrates 
adDemocritHus  thzt  e\eTy  Joint ive  workj  with  the  de» 
fr#  dation  of  the  ftrength,  arid  very  fubftanccof  our 
bodies. 

Wherefore  there  is  no  Phyfitian,  that  can  faith¬ 
fully  or  dares  freely  promife  health,  by  any  laxa¬ 
tives  of  the  (hops.  Butfn/efolutives,  as  they  nei¬ 
ther  putrefie,  rtotbringforth  fcle&ively  any  fain’d 
humours,  norrefolvethevitalls,  fodotheydifco- 
ver  themfelves  by  a  three- fold  chara&er. 

Firft,  That  they  bring  forth  nothing  out  ofa 
found  body,  nor  do  they  move,  alter,  or  make  it 
infirm*  Then  that  they  thru  ft  not  any  thing  out, 
but  what  ifffendst  and  therfore  do  not  aggravate  but 
lighten  the  burden,  and  then  by  and  by,  the  fick 
feels  himfelf  well*  Then  thirdly ,  that  they  draw 
not  forth  the  difiafi  neither  by  fmat-9  vomit ,  or 
[tiges  but  infenfibly  re(61ve,in  whatfoever  part  the 
difeafe  is  lodg’d,the  reft  nature  being  bufied  about. 
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Laxatives  of  this  font -do- not  fefo&ively  bring  out 
humours  (which  arefain’d  in  themfelves  j  but  (fee¬ 
ing  that  we  are  not  nourifhed  but  with  one  onely 
juice,  namely,  blond,  therefore  we  intend  the  pro¬ 
fusion ,  notofbloud,  butofmorbifick  excrements') 
do  relolve  whatfoever  exotic/^  or  alien  gueftis  in- 
ferted  within  the  Inneof  life,  but  not  the  vi faffs  ? 
unleflethey  be  taken  inanindifcreet  dofe  or  too  of¬ 
ten.*  otherwife  they  onely  refpedt  excrement  Na¬ 
ture  within  lending  help  to  this  purpofe. 

Thus  then  the  compound  laxatives  of  the  fhops 
have  appear’d  in  their  colours,  that  they  are  an  im- 
-po(luret  meer  poifons^  refolvers  of  the flejh  and  blond, 
dyminiffjersotouv  ftrength  and  fubftance,and  them¬ 
felves  diminifhed,  and  enervated  of  their  powers 
by  their  correctives.  Wherefore  we  hate  the  pre-  126 
parationof f/mples,  as  oft  as  lotion^  boiling ,  rotting^ 
ajjociation ,  o  r  calcination  wafteth  the  powers  there¬ 
of.  For  Aloes  by  ablution  loofeth  the  juice,  and 
thereremainetha  meer  rozen,  which  by  its  adhcefion 
to  the  entrails,  ftirreth  up  gripings  and  hemor- 
roids.  1 

In  a  word  whereas  the  geniall  and  chief  vertue  of  1 2  7 

fpices,  is  chiefly  in  that  which  carrieth  the  fent,  if 
this  of  its  own  accord  vanilh,  and  o  fits  non  accord 
ftrike  the  fmell,  what  at  length  will  not  be  effe&ed 
by  boiling  and  rotting,  efpecially  when  a  degree  is 
added?which  our  diftillations  of  odoriferous  things 
do  teach  us.  •  - 

Finally,  what  can  be  faid  moreabfurdly  in  the  l2g 
ichoolS)  then  to  reduce  harts-horn  into  afres^ which 
are  altogether  unfavory  and  without  vertue3  for 
great  purpofes  ?  And  inflead  of  preparation  to  fub- 

»  fti- 
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dhute  cajlration0  or  rather  jwii ation  ?  For  we  have 
had  the  leifure  to  learn  that  moft  remedies  with 
their  odour  and  J'apour ,  as  well  within,  as  without, 
do  help  our  infirmities  and  therefore  we  havede- 
tefted  the  mixtures  of firnpUs  in  that  if  you  adde  a- 
nothet  odour  to  a  fanativi  one ,  that  may  drown 
the  other,  palliate ,  or  turn  it  into  it  felf,  or  raife  up 
a  neuter  out  of  both  together,  we  know  that  the  fa- 
native  venue  will  be  abohfjds  and  the  efFetft  wifticd 
for  by  the  patient^,  be  made  void.  Therefore  the  , 
afiociatiori  offpices  and  fweet  things  is  by  us  fufpe- 
fted. 

29  Moreover  we  for  the  moft  part  hate  the  other 
ConfeUions  ofthefhops,  becaufethey  are  without^ 
vertue,  wherein  they  endeavour  with  certain  ridi- 1 
eulous  things  to  palliate  and  ajlay  theexcefliveand 
violent  power  of  things,  yea  in  the  mean  time  they 
give  out  that  the  innate  benefit  of  fuch  a  medicine 
is  as  much  prompted,  as  there  is  power  taken  away 
by  the  addition  ofother  ftrong  things.  For  with 
the  greateft  part  they  mixefome  grains  of  Cinna¬ 
mon  ,  or  other  vain  things,  that  they  may  quell 
the  fury  of  the  more  violent  ingredients,  as  if  the 
rnadnejje  of  the  laxatives  were  tam’d  with  fofhe 
graines  of  fpices.  Bcfides  wfio  is  there,  though 
meanly  inftru&ed  mChpnticadm^tters^ho  know- 
cthnot  that  in  ar omatuall confe&ions ,  thechie- 
feft  fault  is  committed  by  the  plurality .  of  the 
ingredients  ?  Next  that  moft  of  them  offend 
in  crudity  ^hardncjfe ,  claufure ,  choice  and  fublii- 

330  tution.  Again  that  they  are  put  in  with  an  uncertain 
dofe  }  By  which  means  the  hoped  effeft  is  difap- 
pointed,  and  that  by  the,error  of  each.  And  to 
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wind  up  all  in  one  example:  what  is  there  in  the 
confe&ion  Lithon-tribon,  or  (lone-break  that  is  aii- 
fwerableto  the  promifesof  the  etymon  or  deriva¬ 
tion  of  the  word  ?  For  to  what  purpofe  is  Cinna « 
mon,  Cloves ,  the  3  peppers 3  acorns ,  cojius,  rhipon - 
Cajfia>  bdellium.,  majlick ,  amomnm,  fenced*- 
num,  f pi k?->  ginger  ,  the  wood  and  of  half  am  , 

tragacanthum,  germander ,  euphorbium ,  the  oiles  of 
nard  and  mofchelinum  }  Do  every  one  of  chefe  con- 
fpire  to  the  end  propos’d  in  the  denomination  of  the 
medicine?  Or  from  them  being  blended,  and  mar¬ 
ring  the  intentions  of  each  other,  will  a  new  ver- 
tuearife,  to  perform  the  promifed  Cure  ?  Can  it 
powerfully  break  the  jione  in  the  kidney  and  blad¬ 
der  ?  A.nd  prefently  loofe  all  the  defers  of  the 
vrine  ?  Or  rather  will  notthe  juiceof  balfdm  pe- 
rifh  among  the  other  grolleries  and  trifles  >  Butin 
opiate  confections  the  fame  abfurditv  is  obferv’d  as 
in  the  aromatic/^ones.  Which  we  will  alfo  difpatch 
inoneexam  pi  e. 

For  to  what  purpofe  in  the  Xkrea-  Alexandria  N/- 
edai  is  there  a  blending  of  fhtty  five  Ingredients  ? 
Of  which  fimples  there  is  none  of  kin  with  Op  mm, 
and  Mandrake,  the  pillars  of  the  Confection.  Of 
the  like  calculation  arethofe  cardinal  columnesof 
Galanicati^  Phyfick,  Mthridatki  and  Tr icicle,  the  be¬ 
loved)  Minerva's  of  our  phyJttihtiP  and  Pools,  at  this 
day,  deify ’d  as  little  Indian  Deities,  or  he  when  fu- 
perftitious  Moores  falute  hisllight^fo  dp  thofe  h  jads, 
whobeingfignorantof  all  things,  fool  ifhlyr  aflfnhd1 
ailtHiag$~  foeafily  entertain  them,  and1  With  that? 
infatuated  reverence,  worfe  then  moor ifh:  as  if 
they  Vfite  Dame  Natures  fecond  or  her  felf,  her  chief 

f.w  M  2  friend. 
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friend,  her  true  Ceckftiall  balfem,  her  life,  power 
and  a&ivity,  the  only  refiner  and  fequeftrator  Ge¬ 
neral  of  all  her  impurities,  when  in  fober  truth, 
both  to  thetn [elves  and  nature^ they  are  in  direft  anti¬ 
pathy,  as  xheZenith  to  the  Nadir$  and  little  leflethen 
a  (lark  and  dead  congealment  of  wood  and  hay  & ftub- 
hie  forc’d  together^ the  totality  of  whofe  nuberyiatnre, 
cjjcnce  and  property  is  but  a  meer  olla  podrida ,  not  a 
whit  convenient,  nor  effe&ually  prepar’d  by  any 
Art ,  7 nduHry  or  dexterity  }  and  they  have  caught 
pro  'junone  tsubem.  Medicines  are  like  un  to  aU  or  s  in 
the  body  of  man  3  the  [cent :  The  Epita/is  or  main 
end  of  them3  ought  to  be  hotnogeniety  in  themfelves 
and  to  nature,  that  fo  both  may  play  their  parts, 
before  they  make  their  ex/'t,  or  quietus  eft. 

Truly  the  combining  of fimples^  made  according 
to  thepleafureoffome  ignorant fellow,  is  of  as  i- 
dle  cordage,  as  his,  who  went  about  to  twift  a  rope 
offand,  which  was  a  task,  they  fay,  that  pos’d  the 
Devil  }  that,  that  hath  infatuated  the  fchools,  ex- 
animated  and  tortur’d  the  fick  5  having  put  them 
in  hope,  they  have  fail’d  them,  and  by  uncertain 
conje&ureshave  fetto  fa  le  the  opportunities  of  cu¬ 
ring,  which  areready  to  flip  away  every  moment, 
and  caufeth  them  to  paffe  over.  Wherefore  the 
compofitions  of  the  (hops,  if  you  examine  them 
with  a  fingle  eye,  and  unprejuc’d  mind,  will  every 
where  in  the eleBuaries^  pills.  Leches ,  Lro- 
(hifcl{s  and  other  Jibe;  fill  you  with  a  profitable,ad- 
miratjpn-^q;  obferve  how  the  world  by  the  prattle 
of  Phym4ns^n4  fooleries  of  the  Schools,  and  their 
vain  preemptions  jU  deluded  and  baffd.  For  we 
Chriftians  believe  with  the  St oicks  that  the  World 
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was  created  for  the  life  of  man  :  which  we  having 
heretofore  diligently  ponder'd  in  the  concentrati¬ 
ons  of  our  mind,  the  refult  was,  that  the  ufe  of 
wan  wight  very  cow  modi  onjly  have  been  without 
fo  many  poifons,  For  we  found  that  thefe  moie 
cold  climates  ofours,  were  herein  more  happy,that 
they  had  no  creeping  things  that  were  both  mon- 
ftrousand  poifcnous,  wherewith  the  hotter  Z&ne 
abounded-  Certainly  we  have  not  much  need  or 
poifonsp r  familiarity  with ,  or  abundance  ot  them, 
neither  will  their  ufe  any  waies  compenlatefo  ma¬ 
ny  calamities  arifing from  them  :  yea  if  the  Earth 

bring  forth  thirties  and  thornes  for  the  curfc  of  On, 
certainly  fhe  bears  far  greater* calamities  on  her 
back  as  well  in  the  tribe  of  living  creatures,  as  ve¬ 
getables,  which  are  hurtful  to  the  life  of  man  . 
Wherefore  the  text  threatneth  theleaft  part  by  thi¬ 
rties  and  thorns,  of  thofe  evils  which  by  the'  fubtil- 
ty  ofth  ^Serpent,  man  hath  felt.  Certainly  if  it  be 
well  fearched  out.  Nature  hath  hardly .  any  thing 
free  which  hath  not  its  poifon  fecretly  mingled  with 
it.  For  we  have  no  Rofes  and  Violets  which  do  not 
cozen  us,  and  under  fo  great  fragrancy  of  fmell  do 
not  hide  the  contagions  of  p^y^namely,  the  figns 
otputrefatiionyhecol/iquation  of  our  bodie,and  fteaL 
ing  away  our  ftrength.  Wherefore  making  a  lift  1 3 1 

of  the  ftmples ,  we  (hall  find  but  few  of  them  hurtlefs $ 
yea,  if  you  behold  the  fields,  the  whole  globe  of 
the  earth ,  is  but  one  contiguous  fpiders  webbe. 
Moreover  if  we  look  narrowly  into  it,  there  feems 
to  be  at  this  day  the  fame  face  of  things,  as  was  be¬ 
fore  the  firft  finne .  And  confequently  perhaps 
,  rtom  the  beginning,  there  were  more  hurtfull  and 
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noifome  poifons  then  good  things  on  the  eaith,  yet 
was  there  no  exterminating  medicine  for  man,  be- 
caufe  Varadifi  wanted  fuch  poifons,  although  Ser¬ 
pents  were  there,  or  perhaps  for  immortalities  fake, 
poifons  would  have  been  nothing  to  man  in  Eden. 
Eut  on  the  contrary,  the  Almighty  faw,  that  what- 
foever  things  he  had  made^  even  in  the  world  with¬ 
out  Paradife,were  good  in  themfelvcs,  and  to  their 
ends,  wherefore  we  muftconfelsa  while  ago  wedo^ 
ted,  thmk.ng  that  poifons  were  unworthy  to  be$  both 
becaufe  the  honour  of  Cod  required  not  their  exi¬ 
gence,  asalfothat«M«  would  have  more  willingly 
been  without  many  poifons.  w  hereupon  we  thought 
that  poifons  were  ne/t  her  conducible  to  the  glory  of  Cody 
nor  to  the  ufe  of  man.  For  there  are  but  few  harm- 
lefleones,  which  one  may  ufe  without  caution ,  but 
the  greateft  part  contend  againft  us  with  horrid 
Tyranny.  Others  gnaw  us  while  they  burn  with 
their  fbarpneffe.  But  the  greateft  part  under  a 
friendly  and  fair  (hew  do  beguile  us, and  hide  with¬ 
in  a  dc  ftru6ive enemy.  In  a  word,  every  tihiug  is 
full  of filthb  and  is  horrid  with  impuritigs^and  con* 
lifting  of  crudities,  difproportionableneffe  and  invin¬ 
cible  pertinacy  of  perverjttie .  For  though  man 
were  brought  into  ramdtfe  y  yet  did  the  Creator 
know  from  eternity  that  the  world,  fhouid  be  at 
dwell  in  gfor  him  $  and  as  he  gave  the  earth  to  the 
Children  of  men,  fo  he  created  the  fame  with  all 
the  contents  thereof  for  man.  At  length  taking  a 
yieW  of  all  things  by  chytnifiry *  and  feeing  them 
more  clearlv,  we  repented  of  out  rafbneftii^eirwJ 
form  erfeolifh  ignorance*  Foyinboth  we  adored 
in  fuppliant  wife  with  admiration  the  imroenfe 
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Clemency  and  wifdcme  of  the  Architect.  For  he 
would  not  havepoifonsbepoifons,  or  prejudicial! 
to  us.  For  he  made  not  death  5  nor  any  extermi¬ 
nating  medicine  in  the  earth,  but  rather  that  by  a 
little  indudry  of  ours  they  might  be  changed  into 
great  pledges  of  his  love,  for  the  ufe  of  mortalls, 
againd  the  rage  of  future  difeafes.  For  in  them  ly- 
eth  hid  that  help,  which  more  kinde  and  familiar 
fimplcs  do  otherwife  deny.  For  the  greater  and  he* 
reick ufes  oivhyfttiam  luch  horrid  poifons  are  refer- 
ved.  For  brutes  fcarce  feed  upon  them  ,  either 
that  they  intuitively  know  the  poifon,  which  oiher- 
wife  is  not  difeovered  by  thefmel/ox  taft  :  or  that 
fome  fpirit  governing  bruits,  doth  keep  thofe  poy- 
fons  for  greater  ufes,  as  being  heires  of  the  greateft 
vertues.  It  is  at  lead  fufficient  that  the  bruites  leave 
to  us  the  chiefeft  remedies,  asitwereby  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  mod  High,  who  taketh  more  care  of  us 
then  of  beads.  For  crude  A farum ,  with  what  angwjh 
is  it  vomited  up,  being  aprefent  poifon,  the  do- 
mack  doth  diffidently  tedifie ?  as  alfo  how  it  is  mi¬ 
tigated  with  boiling,  andthepoifon  changed  into 
an  opening diuretick,  theremedieof  flow  feavers, 
which  thing  difeovers  the  aroma  that  was  hidden 

therein.  .  , 

Thus  Aron  boiled  with  vineger  becometh  milde, 
and  is  the  cure  of  great  Symptomex .  Wherefore  the 
Schools  have  fet  on  foot  Corre&ions  and  we  could 
wifh  they  were  not  ridiculous  ones,and  fuch  as  geld 
and  take  away  the  force  and  virtue  of  ftmples :  for 
they  think  that  the  laxative  part  flyeth  away  from 
Afamm ,  by  boy  ling,  no  otherwife  then  in  length 
of  time,  every  thing  putrefied*  with  its  own  mould. 
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33  Yet  at  lead  theioototAfarumdothnot  alike  grow 
milde  being  fodden  with  wine,  as  if  it  be  boiled  in 
watery  yet  in  alike  degree  of  fire  the  laxative  part 
thereof  would  in  like  manner  expire.  Others  there¬ 
fore  think  that  thecruditiein  Afarum  is  thecaufeof 
Solution  3  but  thefenegled  the  herbs  that  are  more 
crude  then  Afarum ,  and  confider  not  that  Hdebore 
would  not  be  brought  tomatuiityby  boiling,  if 
vomiting arofe from  crudity.  They  boil  Scammo- 
ny  in  fowre  things,  that  they  may  mitigate  it,  but 
ordinary  Phyfitians  know  that  Scammony  is  by  this 
means  gelded,  fothatifitbeexpofedtothe  fowre 
vapour  of  Sulphur ,  it  will  be  wholly  deprived  of  its 
vertue$  fo  that  fo  much  fourneffe  as  it  takes,  fo 
much  of  its  own  piopertie  is  lofh 

But  we  defiring  with  a  fatherly  mind  to  corred 
the  raging  force  of  medicines ,  well  underftand  that 
the  antient  powers  of  things  ought  to  remain,  and 
in  their  root  to  be  turned  inward,  or  under  their 
fimplicity,  to  be  tranfmuted  into  other  properties 
there  privily  lurking  under  the  guard  of  the  poifon, 
or  gotten  anew  by  reafon  of  the  perfedion  added : 
by  which  meanes  Goloquintida  turneth  inward  its 
laxative  and  noxious  qualitie,  and  there  arifeth 
from  the  bottome  arefolutivepower,  thatexcel- 

34  lencycureth  chronical/ 6'ifeafes.  For  Taracelfus  in 
the  tindure  of  the  Lily  of  Antimony ,  did  with  praife 
attempt  that  3  yet  he  concealed  it,  or  was  ignorant 
that  the  fame  cometh  to  paffe  in  all  the  venomes 
ofanimalls and  vegetables,  by  their  circulated  fait. 
For  all  their  venome  perifheth,  if  they  return  into 
theirfirft  entities.This  high  pitch  ,  not/the  fchools , 
but  Gods  chofen  Phyfitians,  whom  the  Almighty 

hath 
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hath  eledled  from  their  mothers  wdmb:  (hall  know 
in  the  age  to  come,  and  it  (hall  make  a  difference 
between  the  fhcep  and  the  goats,between  them  who 
enter  into  the  medic  all  Temple  by  the  door  of  the 
light  of  Nature,  andtheexpert  mcchanick  prafti- 
itsdirhilofophy  5  and  thofe  who  climbe  up  by  the 
window  of  their  own  pride,  felf-conceit  and  the 
darknefieote/wc^bookes.  Wherefore  the  fim- 
ples  that  are  of  great  powersare  not  to  be  castrated^ 
nor  to  be  mortified,  but  to  be  meliorated  by  art, 
for  the  extraction  of the  things  that  lie  hid,  orby 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  virnlency ,  or  fubftitution  of 
one  for  another,by  adding  ftrong  fpecificals. 

Thus  much  let  this  ferve  for  them,  towhomit 
hath  not  been  given  to  taft  the  power  of  the  greater 
circulated  fait.  For  fomethings  laying  down  their 
wildnefle,  grow  mild  by  the  addition  of  other 
things,  and  become neuters ,  partaking  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  on  both  (ides.  Neither  is  it  therefore  lawfull 
to  borrow  fuch  kind  of  additions  from  the  received 
Difpenfatories  of  the  fhops,  which  doe  not  teach  the 
melioration ,  or  corrections ,  but  the  deftruCtion  of 
things,  either  altogether,  or  elfe  afford  but  trifling 
Correctives .  F or  example,  the  Marquefle  charted 
Spinelii  Generali  of  the  7 'ufcans^  when  he  had  walk¬ 
ed  on  foot  about  the  City  of  Florence ,  and  viewed 
allthewalls,  commanded  the Phyfitians  to  be  cal¬ 
led,  andfaid  unto  them,  that  he  had  fometimes 
been  fick  of  an  Epilepjie ,  and  was  cured  by  Helmont; 
but  afterwards  was  ever  and  anon  troubled  with  a 
drL%ineJJe  :  after  that  he  pafled  over  the  fea  from 
Aquitane  to  Tnfcany  the  Colledgc  of Phyfitians, on 
the  m  orning  following  prefer  ibe  him  a  fcruple  of 
i  N  white 
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white Heleborey  and  for  a  corrective  adde  as  much 
Anni feeds?  Halfe an  hour  after  he  vomits,  and  in 
vain  implores  the  help  of  his  Phyfitian  being  abfent, 
accufinghis  murtherers  and  laving:  Helmonte  mio , 
voi  me  l&  dicefti  gli  medici  tuccideranno  :  my  Hel- 
mont,  you  told  me  the  Phyfitians  would  kill  me. 
He  held  his  peace,  and  after  two  houres,  his  fto- 
mack  firft  fuffering  a  convulfion,and  then  his  whole 
body,  he  dieth  in  a  fwound.  The  Phyfitians  feek 
excufes,  and  the  earth  covered  their  fault.  For 
thus  the  Coftfetfions  of  the  Schools  by  their  foolifh 
corre&ive  Difpenfatoriesytake  up  many  things  to  fill 
up  the  ]oad.Tke  Opiates  have  chiefly  hot  things  ad¬ 
ded  to  them,  but  laxatives  for  the  moft  part  gin¬ 
ger j  mace,  Annifej  and  whatfoever  things  eafegri- 
pings,  which  follow  from  the  laxatives.  Oh  with 
what  licence  doth  ignorance  rage  uncontrolled  a- 
mongft  men  !  How  little  do  they  underhand  their 
Wppocrates  :  jj  thofe  things  be  taken  aw  ay  which  ought  , 
(that  is ,  fuch  things  as  are  hurtfull  and  burden- 
fome  )  the  patient  mends^  andeafily  beareth  it.  For 
fince  thofe  things  that  hurt  within, do  oft-times  not 
weigh  a  dram,  all  the  purgation  that  ends  in  health, 
muft  be  an  evacuation  either  imperceptible,  or  at 
leaft  very  moderate,  and  with  areftaurationofthe 
ftrength.  For  thefe  are  the  things  which  patients 
eafily  endure  with  content.  Wherefore  the  corre w 
Uives  of  medicines  are  unprofitable  loads,and  with¬ 
out  knowledge  of  things  deferibed  by  the  Schools, 
and  fp  deftru&i  ve  to  the  medicines  at  leaft,  if  not  to 
th zTdtients.  This  part  ofPhyfick  requires  a  skil- 
full  and  exa&  fecretary  of  Nature*  becaufe  therein;, 
the  ample  riches  of  medicines,  and  the  golden  houf- 

hould 
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hould-ftuffe  of  Glaura  is  found.  The  Schools  had 
heretofore  team’d  of  our  Vhdofophers,  that  molt  ex¬ 
cellent  vertues  dwell  in  fmples^  that  were  guarded 
with  deftru&ive  poifons.  This  made  way  for  the 
raftmefle  ofthe  Schools,  who  mingled  the  poifons 
drawn  out  by  expreffion  ,  and  the  corrofives  o- 
pen’d  with  their  antidotes  .•  hoping  that  by  the 
goodnefleand  quantity  of  the  ddjunftsy  the  malig- 
nitie  ofthepoifon  would  be  overcome^  as  If  it  were 
agreeable  m  health, to  have  a  peftilentg/aw  brought 
to  guefts  into  a  chamber  replenilhed  with  whole- 
fome  aire.  For  we  do  not  here  accufe  the  viper  in 
Triacle,  without  which  it  would  but  be  as  it  were  a 
cadaverous  heapeofy£«*/>/t\f.  For  the  ftefh  of  vipers 
is  in  it  felf  unhurtfull  and  without  poifon,  yea  an 
Antidote  again  ft  it.  But  the  TroJbifc\r  made  thereof 
by  being  boiled,  leave  all  their  vertue  in  the  hroth^ 
which theraw  ftefti did conferve.  Concerning  Arm 
fen  ic  kin  this  place  we  complain,  being  Magifterially, 
as  they  call  it,  put  into  Antidotes.  For  the  Schools 
pnfumefor  the  raritie  of  their  boldnejfe  to  deferve  be* 
liefe,  and  to  place  f  he  glory  offindiesin  the  authority  of 
poffejjzon*  ^Neither  is  it  perpetualthat  the  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  venues  attend  about  poifons  in  the  fame 
fubje&5<bthat  they  are  Covered  by  the  poifons.  For 
Arfenicbj  Orpimnt  See.  though  they  be fix'd.Qnd  duU 
corated ,  ayefet  never  to  be  taken  in  wards,  although 
others  perfwadethecon'trary :  they  are  onely  good 
applyed  outwards^  and  kill  other  poifons  of  ulcers, 
and  tame  them  ft  they  thertifelves  be  firft  tamed. 
Wherefore  th  ecorre&iont  of  med  icines.are  without 
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tfthe  whole  body  being  luftielnd  full  of  life  doth 
prefently  fall  down  being  fmitten  with  the  tooth 
of  a  viper?  will  Napelles  grow  milde  with  the  ad- 
mixture  of  cloves  $  Will  Colotjuintida  ceafe  to  caufc 
putrefaction  with  his  toriions5  if  it  be  joined  with 
Tragacknt  >  Therefore  corrections  in  Difpenfatories 
are  grievances;,  and  dull  addit  aments,  which  do  not 
mitigate  the  viruTencies,  but  waft  the  powers  of 
3  36  medicines.  For  as  poifons  have  a  fermentall  quick- 
hefte  of  working,  fo  care  fhould  be  taken  that  the 
ftrength  and  quicknefs  of  medicines  might  be  con- 
ferved,  and  they  by  the  applications  of  Art  be  di- 
refted  againft  the  neceffities  of  Chronical I  and  remote 
difeafes?  Thisonely  thing  remained  in  this  bufi- 
res,that  we  infringe  and  fubduethe  violence  of  the 
thing,  with  a  fermental  propagation.  Wherefore 
as  we  in  generall  pitty  the  Compofitions  and  Corre&i- 
tin  of  the  (hops,  fo  we  yet  more  deleft  theprecipita- 
i  Hons,  vitrification s,  and  preparations  of  Mercury. ,An- 
tim'ony ,  Tuty,  Sulphur  6^  .And  alfo  the  adultera¬ 
tions  of  Spirits  from  Aromaticks:  hot  feeds,  of  vitriol, 
offulphur  &c.  For  they  are  prepared  for  gain  by 
our  fugitive  fervants,  and  furnifh  Apothecaries 
fliops  rather  in  comtempt  of  Chymiflry,  then  the 
3  37  defed  of  pat  ients.  In  like  manner  wc  deplore  the 

-  fhamefull  fimplicity  of  thofe,  who  with  great  hope 

preferibe  to  patients  thote  painted  futter-flyes  of 
leafe-gold,  tnd  ponded  Jewels  ?  felling  their  igno¬ 
rance,  if  not  their fraud,  at  agreat  rate.  As  if  the 
ftomack  could  thence  exped  the  kaft  heJ  P  *  More 
futtle  and  therefore  more  to  be  condoled,  is.  the ,  er¬ 
ror  of thofe5who  qqrrod  e-gold,  fiver *0 oral,  pearly s, 
and  the  like  with/^  liquor^  and  thinks  they  diU 

;  ■  t-  * '  loivc 
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folvethem,  fo  thatathey  will  be  eafily  admitted  in¬ 
to  the  veins,  truly  communicating  their  proper¬ 
ties  to  us.  For  they  are  ignorant,  alas  !  ignorant 
that  fourenejje  is  an  enemy  to  the  veins,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  the  forreign  [ourenejfe  of  the  clijjolvents  be¬ 
ing  overcome  and  tranfmitted,  fuch  met  alls  and 
Bones  are  powder,  as  before.  Which  though  it  be 
brought  into  a  moft  fine  flower,  yet  cannot  the  fame 
be  fubducd  by  theftomack,  or  impart  its  flrength 
to  us  .  Which  that  it  may  be  apparent  to  the  fight, 

4>oure  fait  o(jartar  on  the  things  diflblved,  in  fome 
pontick  corrofive  liquor,  and  prefently  being  dif- 
folved  ,  it  will  fall  to  the  bottome  in  form  of  pow¬ 
der.  For  if  aqua  fortis  chapge  not  met  alls  in  the 
fubftance,  although  thofe  things  become  tranfpa- 
rent0  that  were  before  opacous ^nothing  hinders  But  ■ 
that [ilver  may  be  thence  again  recovered.  With 
what  blindnefle  therefore  do  they  prefcribe  Hones 
and  pearles9  as  though  by  corrofives  they  left  their 
former  eflence  oCJlone  ox  met  all  >  For  it  was  the  in¬ 
vention  of  a  fubtile  deceiver,  that  he  might  before 
his.patients  fet  a  high  rate  on  his  potions.  Becaufe 
ignorant  deceivers  think,  if the  thing  diflolvingbe 
not  by  the  fight  diflinguiflied  from  the  thingdifibl- 
ved,  that  the  thing  diflblved  is  truly  and  fubftan- 
tialiy  tranfmuted.  They  urge,  that  pearls,  Co -  g 

fattotci  are  not  diflblved  in  acid  liquors,  but  oiu  ^ 
]y  as  it  were  calcined  by  the  [alts  of  the  things  dif- 
folving.  And  this  they  prove  by  filver  diflblv’d 
in  Jql  fortis  or  regk,  which  from  thence  is  brought 
babk  again  wholes  therefore  hath  not  loft  its  prir 
fline  eflence:  and  this  they  wreft  to  the  aforefaid 
(tones,  and  urge  it,  becaufe  by'the  fait  of  the  alka> 
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Vi  of  T artar,  the  fame  {tone  is  dgain  precipitated  to 
the  bottome,  which  before  was  an  inviftble  pouder; 
forafmuch  as  the  alcaal  fait  doth  drink  up  the  ace¬ 
tous  fait,  which  did  contain  in  it  felf  the  pouder  of 
theftones.  But  they  perceive  not,  full  of  all3  that 
their  own  principles  doe  both  teach  and  extoll 
diffolutions  of  this  fort/  Then  alfo,  that  the  fto- 
mack  wants  thisfalt  of  Tartar,  that  (he  may  precipi¬ 
tate  the  diffol ved  pouders,  and  feparate  them  from 
the  thing  diffolving,  and  therefore  they  propofea 
ridiculous  thing.  And  by  confequence,  that  th^ 
matter  of  Pearls,  Cor  rail  3  Sc  c*  once  diffolved  af¬ 
ter  this  manner,  remains  diffolved,  and  is  admitted 
into  the  veins  with  the  liquors  of  t he  chyme,  and 
moreover  is  tranfrouted  into  urine  or  bloud,  and 
139  perfbrmes  what  is  promifed.  To  which  we  fub- 
Join  an  anfwer.  That  Nature  hath  no  need  of  the 
fait  of  Tartar  ^  to  the  feparating  of  this  pouder, 
from  the  thing  diflolving:  Bccaufefhe  is  taught  as 
well  by  meanes  of  the  aliment  received,  as  of  her 
own  proper  digeftion ,  to  fequefter  this  pouder. 
For  there  are.  very  many  things  amongft  food; 
which  doefhew forth  t his efFeft.  Such  as  are  pot- 
herbs  and  Vulnerary-herbs  Sec.  which  for  the  moft 
part  have  a  lixiviall volatile fait .  Moreover  the  di¬ 

geftion  it  felfofthe  ftomack  ordinarily  doth  tranf- 
tnute  avid  vegetable  fpiritsfubftamially  into  a  fa  line 
volatile  Jalt  of  urine. -which  when  Ihemay  no  long¬ 
er  enjoy  her  priftine  power  of  diffolving,  which 
fheatfirfl;  hadin  acidity  3  by  and  by  fhe  relmquith- 
l4°  cthf  thathprec?pitates) the  pouder^  "Which  before 
ihe  had  diflblved  under  her  own  acidity  1  and  there¬ 
fore  before  the  mouths  of  the  tncf article.  Veins  doth 
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precipitate,  and  calf  off  the  aforefaidpouder. 

But  the  Galenifts  goe  on  and  urge  faying,  that 
Bezoar-ffones #  and  Crabs-ftones  (  erroneoufly  called 
Crabs-eyesfe^c.  aswelltaken  in  ponder,  as  dif- 
folyed  infomc  acid  diffolving  thing,  do  notably  help 
in  the  plague,  feavers ,  ftone,  wounded  perfons ,  and 
bru'rfed  front  on  high.  Wherefore  it  favours  of  Sim¬ 
plicity  to  deny  the  fame  in  pearls ,  Carr  all ,  &e. 
To  which  we  anfwer.  That  Gemmes,  Jiones ,  and 
things  of  a  faxatile  fitbjlance  do  differ  much  among 
rnemfelves.  Forfirftofall  Gemmes,  flints,  marbles, 
and  whatfoever  have  a  criftalline  hardneffe,  do  not 
at  all  ad  or  fufferin  us,  or  by  us,  tinleffe  pertno- 
dum  appenfi  &  periapti  $  and  that  but  a  kittle  while, 
only  untill  they  pafle  from  the  mouth  thorow  the 
excrements.  Very  languid  therefore  is  the  vertue 
of  thefe,  becaufe  it  lies  hid  and  Shut  up  in  too  denfe 
a  body;  But  pearls  and  Corral 7,  and  whatfoever 
elfe  hatha  faxatile  hardneffe  of fhefc-fifh,  muft  give 
place  truly  to  gemmes  for  hardneffe  5  and  yet  they 
are  not  therefore  digefted  in  the  Athanor  of  our  Oe- 
conomy,  So  well  as  in  the  ftomack  of  fome  birds. 
But  the  ftones  of  Bezoar  and  of  Crabs  See.  not  fb 
hard  as  pearls ,  are  not  ofa  faxatile  nature :  but  are 
rather  made  of  a  la&eous  femheafeate  8c  femhpet  rifled 
)  uice,  and  have  a  neutrall  nature  ofa  top  he  ,  bet  ween 
a  Cartilage  and  a  Slone. To  this  that  hath  been  faid, 
for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  truth  we  take 
leave  to  adde,  That  though  Bezoar  ftones,  and  the 
ftones  of  Crabs  8cc.  as  touching  the  folid  matter 
of  their  pouder,  are  in  no  wife  digefted  in  the  Bal¬ 
neum  of  our  Slomacf^  although  they  carry  in  their 
breafts  a  laBeous  and  mucilaginous  Juice,  of  great 
vertue,  yet  of  an  exiguous  quantity  5  fuch  as  hap¬ 
pens 
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pens  to  be  drawn  forth  alio  by  the  dccoftioh  of 

*43  haHs-horn  rafped.  li  therefore  you  boil  the  pon¬ 

der  of  the  aforefaid  done  in  ram  or  diftillcd  water, 
and  ifreining  the  deco&ion  by  a  filter  you  feperate  it 
from  the  pouder,  8c  thisalfo  draw  off  by  dtf (illation  • 
per  Balneum ,  you  fhall  then find  fomewhat  of  the  a- 
forefaid  mnccilage,  But  the  reff  of  the  ponder,  as  it  is 
not  overcome  by  elixationfoitcontinues  ina  perma¬ 
nency  of  indigeftion  in  theftomaci^not  to  be  fubdu- 
ed  by  charmes,  or  won  to  the  fcepter  of  fubje&ion 
neither  byentieaties3nor  by  the  whole  power  of  thd 
Archeus .  And  moreover  from  the  fmal  quantity  of  the 
aforefaid  liquor  the  reafon’s  manifefigwhy  one  dram 
of  the  aforefaid  pouder  o  tbczoar ft  one  taken  in  feme 
vehicle,  effe&s  more  then  one  Jcmple  of  the  fame. 

144  Here  it  will  not  be  impertinent,  nor  befide  the 
Cufhion,  if  we  fpeak  of  (  not  as  falling  foul  upon  it, 
but  taking  in  our  way  )  that  fcare-crow  of  imagi¬ 
nary  and  pannick  fear  of  the  numerous  vulgar  and 
pufillammous  Phyfitians,  concerning  the  dofe  or 
quantity  to  be  taken  at  a  time  of  Bezoar- ft  one.  We 
intend  not  to  make  it  our  defigne  to  beat  down,  or 
make  apocryphall  the  precipitous  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  in  their  obftinate  creed  and  implicite 
confidence  in  thegoodnefle  of  this  (lone,  from  the 
incredible  number  of  them  in  this  Countrey ,  and  in ; 
all  Europe?  whereby  ifs  impoftible  that  that  conn- 
trey  of/W/<ifand  but  a  fpot  of  that  neither)  can 'fur- 
nifti  fo  many  Countreys  by  a  thoufand  parts  of  thefe 
ftones,that  is  every  where  fo  common:  when  it’s  e- 
ported  by  thofe  of  the  Countrey,  and  by  Authors 
of  good  efteem  and  credit,  That  all  the  (tones  there 
mult  be  brought  to  the  Ring  of  that  Countrey  .*  And 
s  Car - 
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Garcias  ab  Horto  faieS,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  gee 
any  there,  whence  feeing  they  are  now  fo  familiar 
and  frequent  among  us,  and  how  it  comes  to  paffe, 
and  that  we  have  any  good,  is  almoft  a  miracle,  at 
leaft  as  rare  as  th crvhite  ftone.  Mathiolus alfo  in 
Libro  epiftolar .  tertio  ad  Quacdbcnuw^  faies,  That 
the  ftonestheEw^mwrhad,  were  not  good.  Val - 
lefius  again,,  a  learned  and  chief  Phyfitian  to  Philip 
thefecond,  King  of  Spain,  in  his  fourth  book,  be- 
leeves  the  King  himfelf  had  not  , nor  in  all  Spain  was 
not  a  true  ftone.  Moreover  the  Phyfitians  them- 
felves  of  that  Countrey  conftfle  that  thefe  ftones  are 
very  rare,  and  befides  are  fo  dear,  that  they  are 
kept' very  precifely  by  the  Indians  themfelves  for 
their  own  proper  ufe.  We  dare  believe,that  above 
the  hundred  part  of  thefe  Bezoar-Jiones  fo  called,are 
forged  and fopbijlicate :  fuch  a  cunning  caft  of  futtle 
and  deceiving  merchants  are  there  here  in  England 7 
after  the  Italian  mode,  who  can  fo  exa&ly  counter¬ 
feit  them,that  themfelves  cannot  knovp  the  one  from 
the  other  ,  the  true  from  the  falfe,  but  by  a  certain 
eminent  figneofnotifying  them.  Jofephus  Acofta 
in ///>.  4.  cap .  42.  confeffes  that  the  Indians 

themfelves  know  very  well  to  adulterate  them,  and 
do  it  with  awonderfull  accurate  artifice,  and  very 
frequently^  and  no  wonder,  nor  unlike  toveri- 
fimility,  when  this  cou  fen  age  is  wont  to  happen, 
very  often  in  medicines  of  a  lefler  price.Laftly  upon 
fure  grounds  we  know,  that  there  is  not  much  to 
be  trufted  to  this  ftone  }  becaufe  they  do  not  anfwer 
to  thofe  effe&s  written  of  by  Authors.  For  they 
will  have  it  to  move  fweat  powerfully,  and  fome- 
times  vomit,  fometimes  as  alexipharntaca/I }  and 
again  as  Cardiacall$  and  therefore  fly  to  it  as  to  the 
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laft  refuge,  astoth  eAnchorafph,  and  Sana  wry  of 
life.  But  alas  poor  ignorant  deluded  vulgar :  who 
will  rather  fnorc  in  the  lethargy  of  their  ftupid  ig¬ 
norance,  then  awake  to  the  difquifition  of  Truth. 
They  erre  firft,  in  their  too  good  opinion  of  this 
ftone.  Secondly,  in  their  too  great  ignorance  of  the 
quality  of  it.  And  thirdly,  in  their  too  little  know- 
ledge  of  the  quantity.  Which  laft  is  greatly  feared 
among  the  common  people,  and  the  fame  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  Phyfitians  preferiptions.  We  will 
fuppofe  now  we  have  the  true  genuine  Bezoar  ftone, 
becaufe  the  wild  beliefe  of  the  wildernefs’d  vulgar 
runs  a  madding  after  this  ftone  more,  then  feeking 
to  be  baptized  with  the  new  name,  or  have  the  £- 
vangelicall illegible ftone,  The  moft  are  wont  to  fear 
the  quantity  of  it, thinking  it  to  be  a  moft  hot  medi¬ 
cine, and  powerfully  vigorous  .*  and  therefore  dare 
not  exceed  above  four  or  five  grains  at  moft^Seeing 
it  caufts  large  fw eat.  Now  fudoriftckj  feem  to  be 
begotten  under  the  torrid  Zone,  to  be  hot,  becaufe 
they  attenuate  and  cut  the  Line  of  humours,  and 
expell  them  out  of  theater  of  the  body,  unto  the 
confines  bordering  upon  the  Territories  of  the  Epi¬ 
dermis  by  the  NjIus  of  profufe  fweat  that  rills 
through  the  creeks  of  the  Pelt,  the  pores.  But  firft 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  a  ft  his  day  wefeldome  find  Be - 
4Loar-jione\o  bethe  Mid-wife  of  evil!  humours,  or 
impregnated  with  a  vertue  to  deliver  and  purge  the 
body  of  vitious  excrements,  bythe  ntenftrunns  of 
[meat.,  as  daily  experience  teftifies.  SecondIy,that 
whofoever  takes  xh\sftone\tx  the  maxim  ity  or  great- 
eft  quantity  ofit,  fhallnotthereforeperceivehim- 
felfto  be  ere  the  hotter  >  which  every  found  man 

may 
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may  bring  to  the  Ceft  of  experience  in  himfelf. 
Thirdly,  they  who  have  written  hitherto  of  this 
fione^  Sc  have failed  and  coafted  into  ihefrrtheft  parts 
of  the  knowledge  of  it?  have  fleer’d  by  the  compajfc 
or  Lant-skipo nlyof  others  petrography  and  deferi- 
ption.  Some  calculate  and  will  have  it  to  dwell 
nnder  the  temperate  Zone.  Others  under  the  /ri- 
gid.  But  no  man  who  hath  travelled  into  the  /»- 
dies  or  America  of  its  qualities  and  vertues,  by  the 
fixed  North-pole  of  experience  will  fay, that  it  is  an  in- 
habitant  under  the  fumer  folftice  or  more  ho tt er  Z one, 
but  is  anaked  fubftance  living  in  the  Autumne  or 
wildernefle  of  infipidity  ^  having  no  elevation  of 
cither  of  thofe  two  poles  of  odour  or fapour  in  it  5 
which  is  a  wonder  that  for  all  this.,  it  (liquid  attain 
to  the  meridian  of  that  degree  of  heat,  as  is  compu¬ 
ted  and  aferibed  to  it  3  whereby  its  feared  as  a  Har- 
ry-Cain ,  leaftthe^e/#^offweatitmay  procure  by 
its  hot  fudorifick  quality ,  might  drown  and  wafh 
away  our  vital!  powers :  Thereforethey  get  into 
the  Ark§  of  a  flnall  dofe  or  quantity,  and  fave them- 
felves.  But  it  is  more  nigh  unto  the  ifrael of  yeri- 
fimility,  that  it  ads  by  an  occult,  and  not  manifeft 
property,  namely  9  Corroborating  and  fortifying  the 
Canaan  of  the  Heart ,  againft  the  Egyptian  Garlicky 
and  onyons  of  malignant  powers  3  whence  we  may  in¬ 
fer  by  the  way.  That  the  militia  0 f this  ft  one  is  uf elejfc 
andunprofi table  to  draw  a  Line  of  fortification ,  about 
the  breafi-worhj  of  the  hearty  except  there  be  an  hoftile 
incur  ft  on  and  iuvafion  of  malignant  diftempers  Jo  fettle 
the  barbarous  tyranny  of  evil/  and  venemous  humour  s9 
to fubvert  and  overthrow  the  atfiont  and  powers  of  th$ 
Common-Wealth  of  our  vital/s.  And  fo  although  it 
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may  donohgrm,  yettobefuie  it  doth  no  good 
andisadminiftredin  vain.  Fourthly,  They  who 
write  of  this  ftone0  do  not  agree  in  the  latitude ,  de¬ 
gree^  or  dofe  of  it  .*  For  as  in  their  get  r  a  graphic  alt  cha- 
rader  of  the  qualities  ofit,  they  makemanya  voy¬ 
age  wide  of  the  JEqmtor  ,  and  beyond  the  line  of 
Truth}  fointheirdefcriptionofits  dimenfionsor 
quantity ,  they  comefhort ofit $  andat  the  Lands- 
end  fall  foul  ,  and  fplit  upon  the  fands  of  a 
finall  and  common  dofe ,  of  rhreeorfourgrains.  But 
Mathiolus  prefcnbes  atleaft  feven  grains-  Garcius 
ab  Horto  unto  thirty  grains, and  confefles  that  more 
may  be  taken  without  hurt.  And  we  verily  be- 
leeveand  from  the  premises  we  before  hinted  do 
affirm  jthat  one  main  reafe on  why  this  Clone  is  fo  little  ef¬ 
fectually  is  becaufe  it  is  takgti  in  too  fmall  a  quantity. 
And  it  is  recorded,that  to  Edward  the C on fejfour  was 
given  a  dram  weight  at  one  time  oft  h  is ft  one  in  pon¬ 
der,  which  is  fixty  grains.  Eumanellus  alfo  com¬ 
mends  a  dram  ofit  to  be  given  in  the  plague •  And 
certainly  if  the  ftone  be  innoxious,  a  good  quantity 
alfo  will  beinnoxious.-  Thustherefore  the  mag¬ 
nified  vertue  of  this  childifh  Rattle,  like  that  pre- 
tious.  trifle  of  the  Count ejffe  of Kents  pouder,  with 
thofeferiovs  fopperies  of Pearls^  Corrall  and  Crabs- 
ftonef9  either  in  pouder,  or  diflolved  in  fome  aci4 
liquor,  crumbles  a  way,andvanifhes  liken  morn¬ 
ing  dew,  before  the  funne  of  Truth.  Again,it5s 
worth  our  noting,  that  if  wine  or  vineger  be  drunk 
in  the  fame  draught  with  the  aforefaid  pouders, 
they  do  not  diflolveone  forth  part  ofthe  ponder, 
and  leave  not  the  reft  changed,  but  whole-  The 

which 
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which  will  bemanifeft:  from  this  experiment.  That 
if  any  one  drinks  the  ftone  of crabs  5  not  in  pouder, 
but  broken  in  little  bits,  and  after  excretion  it  be 
wafhed,you  {hall  find  the  fame  weight  of  it  as  before, 
and  truly  nothing  of  it  brought  under  fubjeftion  to 
the  ftomack,  nor  it  to  pertake  any  thing  ofthofe 
(tones  by  digeftion.  And  here  weadvife  the  Gale ■ 
nijis  to  confider  how  they  are  beaten  with  their  own 
weapon.  For  iftheaforefaid/ftwe/  or  p carles  be¬ 
ing  taken  in  pouder,  do  melt  in  us$  they  in  vain 
attempt  to  difiolvethem  in  th  eacidfalnie  vi  trio  fa¬ 
ted  qualities  of  2 vine,  vineger  or  juice  of  Lintons. 
For  there  is  nothing  of  the  indigeftible  clijjolved 
thing  conveyed  into  us3  but  that  it  contains  its  own 
digeUible  part,  as  we  before  have  faid  of  the  ladte- 
ous  mucilage  of  animated  ftones.  But  if  other  wife 
th ediffolved  ftiould  make  progreffe,  and  march  in¬ 
to  the  Garrifon  of  the  veins  (which  never  happens^ 
that  he  might  offer  and  communicate  his  gifts  un¬ 
to  us(  fuppofe  it  be  pearls ,  or  the  aforefaid  ftones  ) 
it  would  ftir  up  a  mutiny5and  conftcution  of  more 
miferies  and  anxieties  from  this  foure  enemy  and  a- 
lien  5  then  helps  or  profit.  For  in  the  firft:  place, 
feein  g  they  have  refus’d  to  anfwer  and  fubfcribe  to 
the  engagement  of  the  Common- Hall  of  our  &cono~ 
my ,  thej?  omac\^  (who  is  mace  Lord  paramount  and 
Surveyor-Generall  over  alUhings  that's  to  be  re¬ 
ceiv’d  in  )  and  have  not  fubmittedtotheprefent 
power  of  digeftion  ,  ("as  was  proved  even  now  ) 
that’s  conferred  on  it  by  the  Parliament  of  our  In- 
teriours,  in  their  totality  and  full  feftion  :  it  is 
therefore  adjudged  and  voted  that  they  fhall  not 
be  preferred  any  further ,  nor  admitted  to  com- 
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pound,  or  be  concoded  in  the  fecond  digeftion - 
becaufe  they  do  not  goe  to  the  elyfiunt  of  the  fecond , 
but  by  the  purgatory  of  the  firft .  And  therefore  fe- 
condly,  continue  and  are  looked  upon  as  Delin¬ 
quent^  and  never  are  converted  into  true  Com¬ 
mon- Wealths-men5  bloud9  but  into  an  other  recre¬ 
ment  of  the  veins. 

Vain  and  fruitleffe  are  the  blew  promifes  ofPhy- 
fitjans  of  their  cordially  exhilarating 3  fortifying  and 
corroborating  medicines,  prepared  otgold,  getnmes , 
&c .  oflike  ftupidity  with  the  reft.  For  although 
they  be  reduced  into  inoft  fine  pouder,  yet  they 
that  fuffer  nothing  from  the  fire,  how  much  lefl’e 
can  they  be  tranlmuted  by  the  digeftive  vertue. 
For  firft  they  are  pouder’d  in  a  braffeor  iron  mor¬ 
tar  $  and  the  getnmes  ferape  off,  and  carry  away 
part  of  the  brafle  with  themfelves,  becaufe  they  arc 
146  harder  then  any  file.  And  this  we  have  (hewed 
fometimestofheftiops,  when  we  have  macerated 
tha t  their  pouder  ofpearles  in  Aq.  fortis.  For  in¬ 
deed  by  and  by  the  green  colour  hath  betrayed  it 
felf,  and  the  Apothecary  confefles  that  in  ftead  of 
his  cor di all  and  fortifying  medicines  of pearles  and 
gemmes  which  (hould  ad  powerfully,  he  hath  com¬ 
municated  to  the  fick  the  green  ruft  of  brajfe  or  ver - 
digreafe.  Then  if  afterwards  the  getnmes  be  more 
curioufty  ground  upon  afione  or  marble ,  (far  more 
(oft  then  themfelves^)  they  encreafe  in  weight,  and 
the  marbles  and jlones  become  con  fort  at  iue ,  beyond 
the  originallgemw. 

147  Ah  which  at  length  being  fumm’d  up  by  an  im¬ 
partial  and  mature  judgement  the  totall  produd 
muft  amount  to  this.,  lhat  the  pouder  of  peals  profit 
no  more  then  flint -ft  ones  or  glafs -pouder  taken  inward- 
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ty,  And  to  this  wilFfubfcribeall  thofe,  who  ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  to  the  ferious  difquifitions  and  fcru- 
tiniesofNaturein  examining  of  bodies  by  Analyfis , 
and  who  with  me  pitty  the  deplorable  ignorance 
and  foolifhnefle  of  Phyfitians,  and  the  unluckie 
tutelage  of  the  Tick.  Itisnotdenyed,  but  worthy 
of  all  due  acknowledgement  that  pearls  ^  not  of 
the  fame  hardnefle  with  criftalline  gemmes  ,  but 
members  ofthcanir/iall Common-  Wealth,  do  con¬ 
tain  moft  precious  vertues  and  riches  of  good  $  yet 
cannot  beftow  any  notable  help  ^  much  lefle  in 
their  fonder  or  dijjolv  d  as  afore.  F  or  we  have  had 
the  opportunity  and  happinefle  to  learn,  and  now 
divulge  to  the  world,  that  they  may  take  notice  in  ' 
the  firft  place,  that  whatfoever  Phyfitians  prate 
and  babble,  and  largely  promife  concerning  them, 
it  is  but  meer  vain  boaftmg.  Then  that  a  true 
margarite  or  pearly  hath  not  within  a  farinaceous 
pouder,  and  diffimifar  from  its  Cortex  3  but  the 
whole  Jyjleme  or  globe  of  the  pearle,  with  all  the 
whole  round  of  fpheares  from  the  furface  to  the  cen¬ 
ter,  is  homogeneall ,  hath  a  Syzygia0  a  con jun&ion  or 
revolution  of  meer  pellicles^  lying  on  one  another, 
as  the  involved  pills  of  ^^/encompaffeone  ano¬ 
ther.  The  which  thing  they  can  teftifie  with  me, 
who  know  how  to  reduce  pearls  of  ovail  figures,  in*, 
to  orbicular  ones.  But  the  aforefaid  firmament  or 
Region  of  pellicles  or  corticities  are  in  no  wife  refol- 
ved  and  fixed  into  a  Caput  mortuum  or  ale ool  pouder 
by  the  Crucible  or  reverberium  of  acidity  as  aforefaid. 

The  which  only  grinds  the  meal  offalf pearls  in  the  1 48 
mill  of  its  acid  ferment.  And  moreover,  that  al¬ 
though  the  aforefaid  circumvoltuion  of  corticities 
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fhouldbe  diiTolvcd/ which  b<not)  yet  were  it  hut 
as  a  terra  damnata  or  pulverata,  and  the  whole  batch, 
but  the  fame  wed  or  duff  of  the  pearlc  as  before. 

Doth  it  not  then  on  all  hands  appear  very  ridicu¬ 
lous,  and  worthy  of  hiding,  that  they  will  comfort, 
fortifie  and  corroborate  with  their  Alkermcs,  gemma, 
leaf- gold,  ponder  of  pearls ,  &c.  when  an  enemy 
in  tfie  bowels  and  heart  of  the  City  of  our  vitalls 
rages  and  tyrannizeth  within,  by  the  prerogative 
ofroutingour  forces  and  remaining  Conquerour, 
and  precipitates  the  life  it  felf  into  all  diforder  and 
confufionofdiflolution?  For  fuch  an  enemy  who 
could  lay  feige  to  our  economy,  and  d^res  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  fcaling  of  our  fort- rampant,  beat  all 
the  Commanders  and  Officers  from  their  works,  and 
caufe  Nature  not  only  to found  a  Retreat,  but  qwte  quit 
the  Carrifon :  how  will  he  not  grapple  ,  within 
pufhofpikc,  with  all  her  Auxiliaries,  blow  up  the 
fconces  and  bull-  work es  of fortifications,  the  ftrong- 
eft  of  them  all,  defplfetheir  contemptible 
and  hang  out  the  flag  ofdefiancetoallthetftTmAf 
the  Phyutian  can  make,  and  let  down  the  port-cul- 
Hce ,  to  flake  out  their  Cordial/ cups.  He  that  can 
fubdue  and  bring  under  fubje&ion  the  health  of 
the  foundeft  man,  and  defpifes  the  ftrength  of  the 
ftrongeft*  what  cannot  he  do  to  him  being  over¬ 
come,  though  he  hath  the  advantage  of  the  [unne, 
wind  and  hill  of corroborating  cordiall  medicines? 
Chiefly  when  thefeAuxiliaries  have  no  good  caufe, 
no  good  ground  or  footing  in  Nature^  feeing  they 
are  wholy  exotick  ,  not  at  all  agreeing  in  union  of 
fymhole  with  thefpirits.  Will  fuch  an  enemy, luch 
a  Samp  fort  care  for  thefe  cardiacall  Phyliftims .«?  Or 
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think  they  to  lull  Aim  a  deep  or  bind  him  with 
thefe  cords?  will  he  not  roufe  up,  and  {hake  his 
locks  like  a  Gyant,  and  breake  in  pieces  their  bands 
as  threed.  As  he  neither  fears  nor  cares  for  any 
Ctf^/itteeoffequeRrationSjtheir^wr^J-j  fo  neither 
will  he  be  bribed  or  laid  alleep  with  their  cordial It. 

In  vain  therefore  is  the  eafe  or  lightnipg  cfi  Synt¬ 
ax  omes  intended,  if  a  conquering  power  of  healing 
be  not  prefent,  which  can  compefcate  and  procure 
the  conform  on  ofthe  confufion  of  the  vitall  Arches#: 
which  truly  is  an  effential  and  principal!  efficient  of 
healing. 

And  here  we  are  fallen  upon  thedetedipn  oft  wo 
other  collateral  errors  of Phyfitians,  concerning 
the  dory  of  an  oldc^4’5  and  that  pittiful  poor  in¬ 
vention  of  Clytfers.  In  the  fir  ft  place ,  phyfitians^  f4  9 

Mid-  wifesj  and  others  given  to  Phyfick, crack  much 
ofthe  vermes  of  Cockcbroth.  But  this  will  vanifli 
awa y  in  fumo^  like  an  old-wifes-dream^  Broth 
of  an  old  cock  joined  with  herbs,  is  a  particular  of 
the  Lady  Ignorances  houf  wifery.  For  firffc  a  young 
Cock,  hath  more  life^  fpirit  and  vertue  then  the  old 
decrepit  ones.  Concerning  this,  let  judgement  be 
committed  to  the  Hens.  ThefePhyfick  broths  are 
very ingratefuli to  the  flomack  and  troublefome, 
and  therefore  are  eafily  let  fall  into,  and  made  the 
companion  of  excrements .  But  we  pafle  light¬ 
ly  over  this  meffe. 

And  now  it  will  be  expedient  and  comes  with-  x  50 
in  compaffe  of  our  courfe,to  fpeakeof  that  piece  of 
Tripcry ,  of  walking  the  guts  with  a  Clyjlerj  though 
I  amledto  believe,  I  fhall  be  cryedouton,bythe 
common  Phyfitians  and  their  befotted  admirers 
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the  rabble  of  diftra&ed  vulgar  are  unacquaint¬ 

ed  with  the  more  rational!  waies  of 'healing,  who 
make  it  their  dehgne  to  cry  up  any  way  or  opinion 
that  hath  the  lead:  plaufibility  in  it  5  and  on  the 
other  hand  to  cry  down  what  ever  comes  by  the 
oblique  line  of  their  dark  crooked  and  common  un- 
derftandings :  as  ifthe  womb  of  teeming  truth  muft 
be  clos’d  up,  if  Ike  prefume  to  bring  forth  ought 
that  futesnot  with  their  unchewed  notions  and  Jup- 
pofitions.  '  A  s  for  the  laft,  it  is  not  my  task  or  de- 
figne,  neither  do  I  feek  or  care  to  fupplant  them 
from  their pater-nojier  or  Ad-gojfef  being  fuch  as 
my  foul  abhors. 

Quo  feml  imbuta  recens  f  irvabit  odorem, 

lesfa  din . 

Yet  feeing  this  fink-fcourer,  the  ufeof  Clyjiers  is 
fo  generally  and  eafily  beleeved  to  be  fuch  a  fafe 
and  familiar  pra^ife,  that  he  is  accounted  no  better 
then  an  Affethatfpeaks  againft  it  5  I  (hall  adven¬ 
ture  to  leave  them  a  hint,  that  Foolls  are  not  con- 
flellated  to  a  capacity  of  medicinall  principles  and 
that  they  ftumble  and  erre  in  nothing  more  then  in 
this  their  fo  much  magnifying  of  Clyjiers .  Which 
common  unworthy  and  fhamefull  help  of  Phyfiti- 
ans,  is  to  be  abhorred  as  a  cruel  and  beaftly  reme¬ 
dy,  taught  us  (  as  they  fay  )  from  a  Bird.  Hence 
uponrationalldedudions  we  conclude,  That  every 
Clyfferis  naturally  an  enemy  to  the  Intejiines.  After¬ 
wards  it  will  eafil  y  appear  jlhat  all  things  are  received 
for  the  manner  and  refydl  of  the  Recipient .  Which 
we  thus  further  explain-  The  tears  of  the  eyes ,  al¬ 
though  faltiflo 9  yet  are  indolent ,  becaufe  familiar 
and  natural!  to  the  eye .  But fimple  water  pains  the 
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eye^and  To  doth  any*bther  thing  elfe.Theurinealfo, 
though  fait  ,doth  not  mordicateovfret  the  bladder.  But 
any  decottion  or  liquor  whatfoever  conveyed  with¬ 
in  by  Catheter  or  other  pipe,  although  very  fweet, 
doth  yet  grieve  and  pain  the  body.  But  lfthe  pijje 
hath  drawn  but  the  lead:  acidity  from  new- beer,  or 
otherwife,  by  and  by  there  followes  a  very  great 
drangury  and  guttation  of  urine.  The  ordure  or 
turd  therefore,  feeing  it  is  the  naturall  and  dome- 
flick  content  of  thvgutts,  doth  not  prick  or  gnaw, 
nor  is  not  felt,  untill  it  comes  to  the  flefhy  parts 
ofth e  Inteftinum  reffum,  as  executing  the  office  of 
door-keeper,  they  do  both  feel  and  urge  the  protrufi- 
onofthe  excrement. Whence  we  conclude,  That  c- 
vcry  Clyfter feeing  it  is  anexotick^gusfiand  alien  to  the 
gntsftt  cannot  choofe  but  be  tronblefome  and  ingratefull 
to  them .  T hen  fthat  a  Clyfter  never  af  lends  to  the  1- 
Uon .  For  if  you  cad  in  eighteen  ounces  of  deco  ft i~ 
on,  either  the  greatefl  part  is  left  in  the  pipe ,  or 
falls  out  in  the  delivery,  and  fo  it  attains  onely  to 
the  beginning  of  the  Colon .  And  laflly,  ifthere 
belaxatives  in  the  Clyfter  (for  fo  for  the  mod  part 
the  fick  is  deceived,  fearing  laxatives  )  as  with  the 
one  hand  even  now  we  exploded  the  poifon  of  pur¬ 
gatives  fo  by  the  fame  rule  we  throw  down  the  ufe 
of  a  laxative  Clyderalfo.  we  confefle  a  Clyfter  is 
lefTe  hurt  full  .•  forafmuch  as  the  mouth  of  the  do- 
mack  is  alwaies  exercifed  in  the  mod  noble  bufinefs 
of  life,  and  the  life  is  hurt  with  the  laxative  poi¬ 
fon.  But  at  lead  it  cannot  be  denyed  by  no  man, 
but  that  it  is  a  hatefull  thing  to  admit  poifons 
within,  though  never  fo  fpecious ,  or  by  what  name 
or  title  foever  dignified  or  didinguifhed,  or  under 
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what  admimflratum  foever  or  banner  of  reception: 
becaufe  a  purgative  enema  refolves  the  bloud  in 
153  th zmefentery.  No  man  ever  yet  brought  out  fea- 
vers  by  clyliers :  becaufe  they  attempt  not,  nor 
come  to  the  places  encompafled  with  the  feavorifh 
mattery  nor  are  they  ever  eafed  or  comforted  by 
them.  Moreover  there  is  another  Impofture  cal- 
I  5 1  led  a  nourifhing  cfyffer,  the  ultimate  fcope  of  a  cly - 

fier:  becaufe  they  caft  in  broths ofliquated  flefh^ 
with  the  hope  ofnourifhing,  which  truly  is  an  ar¬ 
gument  of  intolerable  ftupidity.  Fortheliquors 
being  injected,  firftofall,  they  mingle  themfelves 
with  the  turd  found  in  the  fame  places  then  they 
are  poured  into  ihofe  parts,  to  whom  its  proper  to* 
change  all  things  into  tnrd  or  excrement  5  and  third¬ 
ly,  itisclearby  experience,  that  fuch  broths,  if 
they  be  caft  forth  again,  two  houres  afterwards 
they  fmel  not  only  of  a  tnrd,  but  in  a  manner  of  cada¬ 
verous  matter.  For  feeing  there  is  nothing  goes  to 
the  fee  end  or  third,  tinlefle  it  be  by  the  firfl  .*  it  fol- 
lowes,  that  out  ofmeats  undigefted  in  the  ffomack 
and  not  changed  into  true  andlaudab \e  chyle,  there 
cannot  in  no  wife  be  made  any  bloud.  Hence  it’s 
manifeft  alfo,  that  theinje&ed  broths  are  cadave- 
rized,  and  can  never  pafle  into  aliment.  Nor  doth 
it  argue  any  thing,  that  fuch  broths  carry  the  refol- 
ved  fell]  in  the  manner  of  chyle .  For  there  is  as 
good  as  nothing  done,  unleffethey  have  firft  taken 
thefermentaM  proprieties  of  the  fir  ft  digefiion ,  pre¬ 
paratory  to  life.,  not  to  be  found  any  where  with¬ 
out  the  ftomack.  F or  whatfoeves  falls  out  of  the 
ftomack  vndigefted,  is  very  troublefome,  and  ftirs 
Bp  diarrheas,  tortures  and  alfo  jour  and  unfavoury 
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bclchings  ,  and  breads  ivormes .  But  thofe  things 
which  are  in  jeded  beneath3  becaufe  they  partake 
not  of  the  lead  benefit  of  the  firlt  digeftion3  they 
unavoidably  become  cadaverous .  Becaufe  they 
have  tryed  the  heat  of  the  place3  but  are  deprived 
of  the  true  ferment  of  vital/  digest  on.  An  old  wo¬ 
mans  invention  then  is  a  nourijhing  clyfter5  and  a 
laxative^  a  cruel  one. 

Having  now  had  a  clear  and  uninterrupted  pro- 
fpeef  into  the  field  of  the  vulgar  mediants  ofth  c/hops. 

We  now  defcend  and  take  the  chair  on  the  ftage 
oiTo  pic  kjythcfcci\Q  of  oiks  and fuets^  which  are  but 
mutes 3  and  of  no  value  for  ointments  and  plai  ft ers0 
Dramatis perfonce ,  unlefle  perhaps  to  give  confijlence 
(  the  Epitajts  of  their  adion)  to  the  medicine3  and 
bring  the  heterogeneaU  parts  into  a  chorus  ofmixture 
by  their  cmplajhcli  quality. For  fir  ft  a  great  part  of 
men  fuffer  not  ointments  applyed  to  the  skin3  be¬ 
caufe  they  excite  itchings  and  whelks  with  fwel- 
ling.  Next  becaufe  the  oiks  aforefaid  are  for  the 
mod  part  made  of  herbs  whofe  vertue  lyeth  hid  in 
Si  mucilaginous  sxi&gummy  juice,  but  that  juice  by 
boiling  is  drawn  out  into  the  porridge^  or  wrung 
out  by  the  preffe ,  which  is  not  truly  combined 
with  the  oiles5  but  at  length  being  fix’d,  groweth 
hard.  But  we  colled  the  balfomes  of  flowers  more 
rightly  in  honey .  And  we  much  more  admit  the 
fimplicities  of fimple,  then  of  compound  oiles.  Where¬ 
fore  we  chiefly  explode  the  unmeet  and  abfurd 
compofitions  o {unguents  and  plaiPlers  fold  in  fhops^ 
in  that  nothing  is  more  foolifh  then  that  the  pou- 
dcr5  of  vegetables  under  divers  [nets  aud  fats  igno- 
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'  rantly  mixt3  fhould  by  being  fed,  harden, and  fo 
become  good  for  nothing.  Which  if  it  b  z  miner  all  ^ 
will  not  mingle  with  the/^but  is  rather  fo  drown¬ 
ed  therein,  and  impriloned,  that  it  is  worth  no¬ 
thing,  and  oneiy  encreafeth  the  weight*  For  no¬ 
thing  is  to  be  mingled  with  oiles ,  ointment /,  and 
fl<vjtersp  which  Cannot  in  them  be  wholly  komoge- 
neonjly  refolved.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  laughter  that 
the  moft  whi  te  f  ugar  is  comm  ended,  not  becaufe  it 
is  frneter  and  in  its  vigor  more  worthy^but  becaufe 
it  is  dearer ,  and  oftentimes  hath  been  boiled  with  a 
//x/^/^ofunflakedlime.  Where  the  very  name 
of  purity  hath  made  th  q  cheat.  The  contufed  flow¬ 
ers  of  herbs  See.  being  mingled  with  the  whitefl: 
fugar  grow  dull,  which  by  meanes  of  fweeter  fugar 
contrad  a  ferment,  and  by  heating,  draw  out  the 
powers  of  th  ejimple.  But  afterwards  by  the  en  do¬ 
led  digefiion  of  the  heat,  the  ferment  is  checked 
and  they  become  more  powerfull  by  far.  But  the 
diverfity  of  the  ferment  dependeth  on  the  lixivium 
which  one  fugar  hath,  and  another  wanteth.  We 
are  likewife  wont  outwardly  to  apply  ointment 
with  choife.  For  in  fuch  maladies  9  whofecure 
proceeded!  from  the  center  outwards,  as  in  wounds , 
centujions ,  com  bujl  ions  s  Sc c.  We  advife  that  they 
be  apply ed  warm  \  but  where  the  inward  malady 
requires  outward  help,  asth edyfentery,  Colick,  or 
ncfhritick^ConvulCionst  fchirrhus,  &c,  ointments 
fhould  be  cherifhed  from  without,  with  a  ftone 
heat,  or  with  hot  land.  And  we  have  learned  by 
viewing  cfajfe  in  a  kettle  of  warm  water  walking 
to  and  fro,  as  it  were  from  the  heat  kindled  under¬ 
neath  $  and  therefore  that  by  a  powerfull  heat  oint¬ 
ments 
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mnts  applyed,  are^uickned,  and  join  their  fpi- 
rit  with  our  bloud  ,  We  firft  guefled  and  after 
found  by  experience,  that  the  maladie  is  by  this 
meanes  drawn  out,  and  the  violence  of  the  Sym - 
pomes  ftaid.  And  whatfoever  Baths  do  in  the  whole, 
the  fame  is  done  in  part  without  prejudice  of  the 
whole, by  ointments  being  heat  and  cherifhed.  For 
a  fomenting  tile,  drives  the  fmell  of  the  plainer 
inwards,  and  draweth  out  thofe  things  which  o- 
therwife  do  flick  more  clofely.  In  like  manner 
the  fpirit  inforcjng  it  felf  is  drawn  together  with 
the  bloud, and  is  difperfed  with  heat,  another  fuc- 
ceeding  in  its  place,  exhaufts  the  force  of  the  me¬ 
dicine,  and  as  it  were  boiling  within,  is  reverbe¬ 
rated. 

Likewife  about  the  gathering  of  fimples  it  is  not  *5® 
Certainly  agreed  upon.  They  conclude  that  roots 
are  to  be  gathered  about  Autumne .  But  for  the 
moft  pAVt  fimples  afford  the  more  powerfull  roots  at 
firing .  The  Poly  podium  of  the  fpring  is  chiefly  green 
and  flhurifhing.  In  the  Autumne  it  exhibits  a  hoa¬ 
ry  and  blackjoo t,  being  worn  out  and  ufelefle.  Wa 
conceive  that  each  is  to  be  gathered  immediately 
before  th ejiate  of  maturity  :  for  /////maturity  is  the 
begining  of  declination.  Wherefore  let  each  fruit 
flower ,  root ,  leafes  bar^e ,  &c.  have  its  determi-, 
nate  fpace  of  maturity :  for  even  the  j nice  in  plants 
firft  floweth  up,  which  in  many  afterwards  dryeth 
up,  oris  confumed  and  fpentintoleafes,  fothat 
the  varietie  of  maturities  begetteth  variety  of  ga¬ 
therings.  F or  thus  fome  leafes ,  after  the  flowers  are 
more  vegetous ,  but  others  are  more  juycte  before 
them.  There  are  alfo  others,  which  are  ftronger 
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before  the  growth  ofth  e  fruit  f  and  there  are  others 
that  perpetually  perfift.  Wherefore  they  more 
rightly  determine,  who  gather  [i tuples  according 
to  the  exigency  of  their  fcope  and  defigne* 


Hitherto  hath  nay  employment  been  to  make 
us  mem  and  to  bring  us  from  under  the  fraud,  Er¬ 
rors  Ignorance  and  other  rubbiffi  of  that,  which  the 
folly  and  vanity'  of  the  Schools  have  falfly  called  a 
Science  and  Art.  what  art  I  pray  you?  Except  the 
art  to  cloak  their  defects  and  Ignorance  with  impo- 
flures  and  only  palliatedifeafes,  and  that  as  beailly 
as  can  be  wilhed  >  For  as  the  cafe  hands,  they  have 
melds  of  3.  lovely  bcautifull  2nd  bountirull  virgin^  an 
ill  favour’d  penurious  Harlot, d refs’d  and  trick’d  up 
with Gcxp-gaw sty  with  whom  the  uhole  European 
world  hath  committed  mo  ft  abominable  fornicati- 
I 57  on.  We  will  now  wade  lightly  over  5  and  that 
with  a  dry  foot,  this  (hallow brook,  of fimple di¬ 
m’d  waters  of  the  A  pothecar  ies  in  the  common  lead¬ 
en (lills ,  andliopc  with  thcTorrent  of  current  truth, 
and  rational  deductions,  to  rince  away  this  into  the 
common-fioare  of  errors  5  and  with  the  Index  ex  - 
■purqatonm  of  acute  demonftrations,  to  wipe  it 
out  of  the  jcurfiatt-b.ook.ot  Thyjick 

How  great  and! werjdian  light  is  come  unto  Phy- 
fick  onely  by  imed/ (filiation,  as  it  is  us  d  of  all  naen, 
foit  is  known  but  ofa  few}  and  daiiy  experience 
teacheth,  howr  great  commodity  hath  redounded 

thereby  unto  the  lick  }  fo  that  by  it  hath  more  glo- 
J  ~  ~  ^  1  and  more 
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ry  and  renown  been  rerietfed  on  *  nyjlc \\ 
additions  made,  and  perfections  acquir 
by  all  the  whole  rabble  of  Galenical! and  h 
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word  diftillation  is  deriv’d  ,  Jet  it  be  their  tendance 
who  have  the  Art  to  be  indhftrioufly  idle $ :  nor  the 
manner.  of  dfftillatipii  or  wkutinftrHments  faying 
thereunto;  norhowmany/^mofdiftiJlation,  as 
per  Afcenfamy  Defcenfum  &  latiss  ;  or  how  many 
waies  as  per  Balneum  Maris^  per  Cmeres ,  per  arenam, 
per  campanam ,  per  pa t warn  $  it  being  befides  my 
purpofe,  and  requires  a  peculiar  'Iratfate.  But  it 
lhall  be  here  fought,  whether ^that pr'odnff,  by  the 
vulgar  and  ruftick  diftillation  of  Apothecaries  in 
the  common  leaden fills ,  be  any  other,  then  an  inf- 
pidt  aqueous  humour,  frighted  out  of  the  whole 
meerly  by  the  violence  of  fh.e  fire ,  without  the 
Count er-magirf  of  the  ftill  or  inftrument  for  that 
purpofe,  without  any  artifice,  and  without  thee- 
lemental! ,  true ,  genuine ,  homogeneall  entity  of  the 
compo fitum^without  its fpirit0  life ,  or  the  domcfic^ 
balfome  inhabiting  in  the  whole.  D efti Hat 10  tunc  dl 
operatio^qua  quodittCorporeefi  hum  or  is  totum  iUudva- 
pork f peck  ab  eo  feparetur0qui  po/lea  afrigido  ambient e 
congelatus  in  liqndrem  ab  excipulo  recipitur .  This  is  ' 
but  a  ftiort  and  cold  definition  and  defeription  of 
diWllation ;  but  fuch  as  well  will  ferve  and  fute 
with  the  common  diftillation.  It’s  confeftedon 
all  fides,  .that  in  fmple  dittill’d  waters  out  of  herh?0 
there  maf  be  the  flrength  andvertue  of  the  whole.  I’lb 
take  the  leave  to  adde  ;  That  out  of  herbs  plants  or 
any  vegetable  may  be  drawn  forth  a  water  b y  artj  if 
they  be  di filled  as  they  ought  to  be,  (not  in  the  com¬ 
mon  leaden  ftills,  )  which  {hall  equally  if  not  furpajfe 
i  he  her  be  as  it  k  whole.  F  or  there  is  a  terra  damnata 
in  all  external  Is,  whether  animal! ,  vegetal l%  mine - 


rail 
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rail  or  metalline,  which  muft’paffe  the  Chymicks 
I imbus  ox  Purgatory  before  it  enjoyes  its  own  A- 
jlrum or  Sidereal!  firmament. 

This  is  the  deciphering  ofour  diff  illation.  The 
topickox  dometfickaftrum  in  the  horizon  of  its  own 
eni  or  orb0  is  excitedand  awakened  by  the  enorman- 
tick  power  of  an  exotickmotorixotn  the  Lethargy  of 
grofle  inactivity,  inoculated,  contra&ed,  and  faft 
luted  by  thecrude  ax\d  cadaver  out  opium  of  corporeity 
and  circumferential! lumber 9  gets  a  habeas  corpus  from 
under  the  ar  reft  of  its  own  domeftick  luggage 5  eman¬ 
cipated  from  the  gabardine  of  corporeality ,  by  the 
fub-pcena  or  turn-key  of  Pyrotechny 3  and  fubtiliated 
iuto  a  jubilee  of  fpiritual^/^/^e^’r  or  evaporations^ 
fallies  abroad  hand  in  hand3  emitting  a  continual 
fteame  of  moft  fubtle  effluviums,  homogeneous  and 
confimilar 3  that  is5of  the  fame  identical!  nature  with 
it  felf,  wafted  on  the  wings  of  its  own  hydromantick^ 
vehicle ,  being  fufficiently  fublimated5  condenfes  in¬ 
to  a  materiall  water  by  the  Deliquium  of  theJliUs 
Cranium  periwig  d9  andfeeksthe#0/eor  portal  of 
the  RWhtoxies  Cranium,  at  length  is  faluted  by  the 

^/icmbracementsoflheK<?c/p7e«t. 

What  more  foolifh  can  diftill  from  the  crack  d 
Retort  of  whymfical  or  obtufe  fculls,  then  the  inft- 
fidsind  unsavoury  preferiptions  of  the  Apothecaries 
common  ftills  cookery  :  fince  we  are  of  opinion  that 
no  man  who  hath  but  Philofophy,  ingenuity  e- 
nough  to  examin  thcwholc  fcheam  of  natural  en¬ 
dowments  of  each  fingl ew,  how  upon  the  fmall 
flock  of  the  fmalleft  piece  of  the  hexameron  fabrick 
is  inoculated  feverall  azimuths  meeting  in  the  Ze- 
nith  of  its  own  Horizon  $  and  hath  but  fo  much  un- 
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demanding  toknov^what  true  difiillation  is  in  the 
nature,  ufeandend  ;  and  how  the  feverall  epicycles 
may  be  drawn  forth  from  the  ovm  individual!  me¬ 
ridian,  by  the  JEquinoBiall  line  of  Tyrotechny,  muft 
of  unavoidable  neceffity  conf'effe  and  acknow¬ 
ledge,  7  hat  jimple  waters  of  Apothecaries,  as  they  are 
commonly  diftill’d,  are  but  the  flagnant ,  aqueous 
humour,  andinfiifid  fnivell  rheumaticky  vehicle 
or  menftruum  of  the  Compofitum,  cajlratcd  and  ex¬ 
cis’d  of  its  vitality  and  energy,  and  is  no  better  then 
that  water  which  is  the  Cingulum  macrocofmi, 
wherein  the  pulfe  of  the  great  world  beatej .  For  let  it 
be  confider’d  in  all  its  ftages  by  our  Pharma  coprop£- 
ans,  we  mean,  this  vulgar  operation  of  fmple  wa¬ 
ters  ,  by  our  Chymick  mimes  and  counterfeits,  and 
we  (ball  find:That  the  whole  {ccncofftil/pijjing,  all 
the  journey,  is  nothing  but  the  infjpid,  effeminate, 
cold  foivering  and  aguijh  exudations,  the  frew’d 
fteam  s  of  the  Lad  y  Ignorance’s  houf-  wifery ,  fo  tha  t 
the  Catajlrophe  or  laft  exit  of  drop  into  the  frills 
chamber-pot,  when  it  comes  to  the  atrophy  of  a 
caput  mortuum ,  doth  epiloguife  and  confefle , 
that  it  is  but  thcfceleton,  a  lean,  ftarv  d  anonymous 
thing,  fear’d  out  of  its  wits,  not  endew’d  with  any 
formall  tranfmutation,  nor  nothing  differs  from 
that  thin-legg’d  Gentleman-Ufrier,  the  fleam,  as 
they  call  it,  that  comes  forth  in  the  prologue  or 
fir  ft  a<Tt.  Ifthe  blind  lead  the  blind,  they  both  fall 
intotheditch,  into  this  ftanding  pool,  or  puddle 
offimple  waters.  What  epidemick  blind neff'e 
and  ignorance  hath  poflefs’d  usofthisage,  in  thefe 
common  leaden  ftills^that  it  is  got  into  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Land,  with  thofe  who  can  goe  to  the 

CL  2  charges 
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charges  of  keeping  one  at  work,  and  think  them- 
felves  not  well till  they  have  one  $  then  they- can - 
n6t  dova  gufjf,when  they  {flail  have  ready  at  hand 
the  waters  out  of  all  herbs  growing  amongft  them. 
Eut  they  will  from  hence  learn,  when  tJb^ey  {flail 
know,  p  hat-nature  loathes  to  pisk^fr  awes,  yet  is  ne¬ 
ver  idle  >  and  that  this  tripe  fo  univerfally  praBiid  is 
no  ifjve  or  produB,  of  her  generous  endeavours ,  It  is 
nehhcr  the  elemental},  or  fewinad  Water,  or  radical l 
moiftureof  thecompound,  but  a  crude,  raw ,  and 
phlegmatick.  marten,  partaking  little  or  nothing  of 
Vitality^  For  fir  ft  fuch  waters  are  deftitute  of  favour 
and  for  water  of  Worm-wood  neither  fmelleth 
like  ivorm-wood-i  nor  is  bitter 5  yea,  the  more 
wonder  it  is  fometimes  fomewhat  fweet.  Manarde 
In  his  Epiftles  lib,  15.;  Cap.  15*  faith.  That  the 
common  waters  difti.ll  d  out  of  herbs  by  fire,  nei¬ 
ther  the  fmell  nor  taft  remain,  butmany  times  the 
contrary  5  whereby  is  eafily  perceiv’d ,  that  the 
firnple  waters  have  not  the  fame  vertues  which  the 
whole  herb  had.;  And  why  ftiould  one  main  prin¬ 
ciple,  the  Earth,  the  faeces  or  ground  after  diftilla- 
tion  be  thrown  away  as  a  terra  damnata :  like  that 
of  the  Collcdge  of  Phyfitians  bidding  in  their  Di- 
fpenfatorie  the  Apothecary  to  fling  away  th e faces 
in  their  extract.  Rudy,  (  their  beft  pill  the  mo  ft 
purgative  and  cordial  part  and  fo  in  other  of  their 
extrads  glfo)  when  there  lyes  ambufeado’d  in  it  a 
main  principle  of  vitality,  and  if  not  ligantentutn, 
yet  Confer  path}#  totius,  which  cannotbe  aeftroy- 
ed  $  which  is  wanting  in  the  Ample  diftill'd  wa¬ 
ters,  and  therefore  worth  little,  an dnonfapiunt  : 
as  that  great  Mafter  oncefaid,  who  was  the  fait  of 

facrafices, 
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faci  ifces,  and  the  L^ht  of  the  world,and  his  Schol¬ 
ars  the  fait  ofth  e  earth.  Thisis  clear  out  of  the 
aflhes  o^vegetables  $  for  although  their  weaker  ex¬ 
terior  elements  may  expire  by  violence  of  the  fire, 
yet  their  Earth  cannot  be  deftroy'd,  but  vitrified. 

If  this  be  true,  as  without  and  beyond  the  doubt 
of  any  the  moft  pyrrhonian  incredulity  may  be  evin¬ 
ced,  what  a  fympathy  then,  and  harmony  there  is 
between  it,  the  humane  earth,  and  his  mother  5 
in  which  are  principles  homogeneaU  with  his  life, 
fuchascanreftorehisdecaies,  and  reduce  his  dif~ 
orders  to  a  harmony .  But  fay  they,  if  they  do  no  160 
good  they  do  no  harm.  To  which  we  reply,  as 
good  never  a  whit,  as  never  the  bet  ter  :  what  are 
we  to  jeft  in  Phyfick?  Play  the  antick?  play  the 
Treuant?  Shall  not  the  compundi  on  of  this,  call 
bloud  into  their  faces,  and  imprint  fuch  a  t injure 0 
the  charader  of fhame  fo  deep,  as  fhall  Hand  for  e- 
ver  a  ftatue  of  unworthy  un- medical  bafenefleand 
ignominy,  or  be  left,  as  only  fit  for  thepradifeof 
Quacks. 

To  which  we  fubjoin,that  the  vulgar  fimplewa- 
ters  diftill’d  out  of  herbs  by  the  Seplafi dries  or  Apo¬ 
thecaries  out  of  the  common  leaden  ftiljs,  are  not 
only  nothing  worth,  nor  retain  not  the  force, 
ftrength  and  venue  of  the  whole  herbe,  but  are 
noxious,  evill,  and  pernitious,  and  deftrudive 
to  the  nature  of  Man  in  generall,  naufeoustothe 
ftomack,and  loathfome  to  the  flck,  wholly  differ- 
entfromthe  nature  of  the  herb  of  which  theyare 
diftilfd,  and  partaking  of  an  exotick :,  hetcrogene 
quality  and  nature. 

Difiillation  in  the  hands  of  fuch  isasrats-bane 
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in  the  hands  of  a  Child,  who  wanting  judgement 
and  difcretion  ,  not  diftinguifhing  it  from  fugar 
puts  it  to  his  mouth,  and  kills  himfelf.  Forbe¬ 
ses  their  ignorance,  a  great  error  is  committed 
not  otiely  in  not  knowing  what  diftillation  is,  but 
their  perfwading  themfelves,  and  making  the  pec- 
ple  beleeve,  they  are  the  txxx^ejjences  ^nature, frength 
and  virtue 5  of  the  herbs  out  of  which  they  are 
draw’n  *  not  perceiving  the  ftrange,  forreign  na¬ 
ture  and  quality  they  partake  by  ajfimilating  an  other 
nature  contrary  to  their  own ,  and  the  nature  of 
Man.  For  not  only  they  are  altogether  devoid 
of  all  odour  and  fapour,  both /we//  and  tajl,  except 
m  fome  few  whofe  fulphur  lyes  in  the  utter  and  /»- 
perficial  part  of  the  herb  j  but  they  are  wanting 
both  of  quality  and  virtue  j  for  we  may  as  well  be- 
leeve  a  fifth  Gofpel ,  as  that  the  quality  or  virtue  of 
the  herbs  is  draw'n  forth  in  the  waters ,  except  like 
favour,  or  f well,  or  ^,be  in  the  fame .  For  with¬ 
out  doubt  the  quality  is  wanting,  when  out  of 
herbs  that  are  hot ,  a  cold  phlegmatick  moiliure  is 
drawn  ,  unworthy  the  name  of  diftiU'd  wa¬ 
ter  ,  except  to  thofe  who  have  a  tendence 
to  chruren  things  improperly,  and  barbaroufly 
or,  barbaroufly  improper  :  But  if  we  grant  them 
th  is, it  isa  water  jit  is  not  the  elementally  feminall  or 
radical l  water  of  the  thing,  as  we  hinted  beforehand 
we  may  very  lawfully  be  alio  w’d  to  conclude,  Such 
a  water  to  partake  nothing  of  vitality ,  eflencc ,  or  na¬ 
ture  of  the  herb ,  and  to  be  little  or  nothingdijferenc'od 
from  common  well-  water^  and  is  as  obnoxious  to  cor¬ 
ruption  and  putrefaction  as  others :  yeaalfo,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  crudities  to  congelation  ox  conglatiation  : 

witneffe 
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witnefle  the  intend  diligence  of  Aothecaries  to 
ftop  their  glades  clofe,  and  care  to  prefer  ve  them 
from  the  cold  in  winter,  from  whole  arreft  they 
cannot  be  bail’d  or  fecur’d,  though  by  the  fnbjidy  of 
double  glaffe  and  /topple  :  Again  that  although  there 
be  a  manifeft  difference  between  the  herb  of  mint 
and  lettuce^  that  the  one  is  hot,  and  the  other  cold, 
yet  the  water  of  mints  may  very  warrantably  be 
faid  to  be  cold ,  when  its  calefattive ,  and  conforta - 
five  part  remains  in  his oileynnd  his  balfamick^ partin 
his  fait,  neither  of  which  ne  y?v  quidem  in  the  text,af- 
cends  notin  the  di filiation  that  is  common  and  tijml . 

Waters  diftill’d  in  glafsen,  ox  glaz'd  veffels  after 
the  manner  of  our  diftillation9  and  is  known  to 
fame  Apothecariesby  out  dhedc\on0  which  enjoies 
its  grand  principiative  fmdamina9  andthemoft  ra~ 
dicall  and  inmoft  nature  and  balfom,  do  fo  far  pafs 
thofe  that  are  made  (imply  by  the  fire  in  leaden 
ftills,  as  gold  paffeth  Iron:  fuch  a  diftillationas 
fhall3give  forth  the  natural!  odour  9  favour  andtaH 
of  the  herbs  and  flowers  whereout  they  be  taken, 
abfque  impyreumate ,  without  any  noifome  fmel 
or  taftoffmoake  or  burning,  enjoing  its  fahnebal- 
famicl^ confervatory  of  vitality ,  and  tioms  putre¬ 
faction  and  corruption  3  which  cannot  be  perform  d 
to  a  moity  in  the  common  leaden  dills*  F°r 
the  waters  that  are  drawn  off  in  then^are  feldome, 
efpecially  while  they  be  new,  without  notable 
loathfomenefle of  fmoake  and  burning.  For  they 
acquire a.fcnfible empyreumatickacidity&nd  inherit 
any  forreign  quality  or  tinHure  devolv  d  from  the 
churlifh  fatumine  vitiofity  of  the  If  ill  ^  which  unto 
fick  men  that  drink  of  them,  either  by  themielves. 
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or>  in  their  fauc’d  Jalaps,  are  n£t  only  naufeous  and 
very  grievous,  but  alfo  hurtful! ,  and  pcmitious  : 
For  the  maligne  and  evil  quality  of  the  lead,  .en- 
,'damageth  both  the  ftomack^th ebreaji  and  all  the 
' entrails  5  fo  likewife  doth  the  quality  of  brajjt9 
I  which  Phyfitians  perceiving,  left  them,  and  only 
us’d  decoctions  5  which  things  alfo,  may  eafilybe 
Inade  appear,  with  leffe  adce  then  a  volume,  how 
'  frivol  us  and  fruitleffe  they  are  5  alfo  ho  wpernitious 
and  tv  ill.  For  in  herbs  5  or  any  other  matter  of  a 
vitriolated ferment,  that  have  an  acid  fapor  or  fpl- 
|  rit,  being  decoded  in  brafen  veffels,  yeeld  a  deco - 
|  Uion  very  ungrateful ^  and  partaking  ofa  canckerous 
1  and  irugm&us  quality  :  therefore  have  our  London 
Colledge  of  Phyfitians  wifely  and  adviledly  for¬ 
bidden  the  decoding  of  acid  things  in  brajje:  in  the 
54  fob  of  their  Pharmacopeia  or  Pifpenfatory ,  where 
they  command  that  Berberries ,  ofa  tart  vitriolate 
ferment,  be  boiled  in  vafevitreatoterreo>  and  they 
give  the  reafon , quod acida  ab  ereo  ingra  turn fapiunt: 
And  from  whence  they  had  this  we  need  not  be  fo- 
licitous  in  fearching  to  know.  If  the  veffel  alter  fo 
much  in  the  decoding,  why  not  as  well  in  diftilla- 
tion  ?  For  if  the  decodion  s  may  partake  of  a  canc¬ 
kerous  ccruginous  quality  from  the  brafen  veffel, 
why  alfo  may  not  the  diftill’d  waters  in  the  leaden 
fiiUs  with  peuter-heads  partake  ofa  fatnrnineccruf- 
fal  quality ,  nottobedigefted  by  the  mod  Jlruthio- 
camelineAthanor  of  the  microcofmicaircfl// <?/?//. Such 
things  then  as  are  deftill’d  after  the  common  man¬ 
ner  ofdiftillation,  are  altogether  to  be  difallow’d, 
becaufeof  the  Cerufe ,  and  other  malitfdus.  qualities 
of  the  lead  .*  for  water  alfo  that  is  convey’d  by 
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pipes  of  lead  <?4/t7?*condemneth$  for  it  breedeth 
dileafes  in  the  entrailes.*  and  in  this  cafe  it  is  worth 
a  mans  tenth  reading:  for  if  he  affirm,  That  meer 
water  only  convey'd  in  leaden  pipes  doth  breed  difeafes 
of  the  bowells  $  how  much  more  ought  we  to  fear 
our  waters  diftill’d  in  a  leaden  ftilh,  for  no  final  Cc- 
ruff -remaineth  cleaving  to  the  inner  fide  of  a  lead¬ 
en  head,  as  in  distilling  of  vineger  is  gathered  :  fo 
by  the  force  of  the  heat,  or  burntnedeafcending 
up  with  a  vapour,  many  times  alfoacid and  tart, 
of  a  vitriolatcd  nature  and  quality,  doth  infed  and 
tinff  the  waters  with  a  faturnine  cerujfall  ev  ill  quality. 
For  how  comes  it  to  pafle  elfe  that  fimple  water 
devoid  of  all  its  fait,  and  fo  of  all  taff0  fhouldata- 
ny  time  wax  four,  and  of  ev ill  tafi ,  except  it  did 
partake  of  the  evill  qualities  of  the  fpirits  con¬ 
tain’d  in  the  lead  $  which fourneffe  could  never  hap¬ 
pen  in  fimplc  waters  by  reafon  of  their  coldneffe.  But, 
well  may  they  with  luch  devout  confidence,  even 
to  fuperhitionj  administer  fuch  waters  as  partake  an 
evill  quality  of  the  lead  in  which  they  be  diftiH’d, 
when  they  fhall  plead  the  tyranny  of  prefcription 
andCudome  ,  and  with  no  lefle  temerity,  and  as 
much  unfuccesfuln efle  they  (hall  not  (lick  to  admi- 
nifterthofe  rattles  and  fcurffe  of  their  brains,  the 
fcales  of  braffe  and  Iron3  inwardly. 

gut  a  hard  task  think  they  we  have  to  con- 
teft  againd,  and  anfwer  the  following  objedion . 
For  fay  thefecold  domacks  and  underdandings, 
that  can  very  hardly  diged  this  dodrine  or  any  o- 
ther  fave  the  crude  fal/ads  gather’d  out  ofth e  Gale¬ 
nical!  elyfum  $  that  cold  herbs  as  Ro fes, Succory  jl an* 
tain3  burrage ,  &c.  mud  be  dill’d  in  a  cold  dill, 
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that  is,  a  leaden  ftill  they  ritean.  But  what  hi¬ 
therto  hath  been  (poke  touching  the  invalidity  and 
inefficacious  remedy  of  diffcill’d  waters,  he  who 
will  deny  to  have  been  argu’d  according  to  reafon 
and  all  equity  of  demon ftrat  ion  from  the  rules  of 
Tyrotechny ,  we  profeffe  we  cannot  edify  how,  or 
by  what  rule  of  proportion  that  Mizns  genius  calcu¬ 
lates,  what  his  elements  are, nor  what  his  analytical 
confidently  to  thofe  who  have  read  good  books, 
and  to  thofe  whofe  reafon  is  not  an  illiterate  book, 
to  themfelves  we  appeal,  whether  they  would  not 
confdfeallthistobetrue,  were  it  not  for  that  a- 
fore-recited  cold  and  dull  objedtion  of  them,  who 
like  a  lame  dogge  muft  be  helped  over  the  flile, 
cannot  get  over  this  adamantine  Alpe  of frigidi¬ 
ty- 

162  But  give  me  leave  to  propound , whether  the  acti¬ 
vity^  application ,  or  accomodation  ohCychory ,  (  or 
any  other  cold  vegetable!  to  the  Liver  ^  be  in  his 
body,  in  his  cold  t  unatiive ,  elementary  quality ,  or 
in  his  Jpirit ,  (  except  we  hold  he  hath  none  in 
him  )  or  fome  other  innate ,  peculiar  difpofition 
or  balfome, which  hath  powei  to  work.,  and  which 
things  Hippocrates  calleth  <hvauzi<. 

That  there  is  life,  vertue,  andflrength  in  wa¬ 
ters,  (  if  the  whole  have  any,  and  they  be  drawn 
off  by  an  expert  A  rtiffc  in  Tyrotechny  )  is  confefs’d  of 
all,  except  thofe  whofe  obfiinacy  in  incredulity 
confeffes  their  benightment  to  the  black  paths  of 
ignorance  and  error:  for  if  as  Chriftfaies  my  Fa¬ 
ther  worketh  hitherto  and  I  work,  and  it  is  God 
that  cloaths  the  Lilly  of  the  field,  who  toil  not?  nor 
fpin  their  own  garments,  but  God  in  Natures 

Loom 
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Loom  hath  wroughf  both  warp  and  woofe.*  what 
docs  he  then  cloath  them  with>with  only  the  naked 
fig-leaves  of  their  anaglyphe  or  exterior  texture  or 
veftment  ?  yes  certainly  ,  he  cloaths  them  with 
fpirit ,  full  of  fpirit  and  ///<?,  quicksand  living.  Be- 
fides  the  texture  of  them,  the  feverall,  perpetu- 
all  productions ,  their  Multiplication  ,  augmenta¬ 
tion  are  manifefl:  and  infallible  arguments  of 
life. 

There  is  then  in  all  things  lumen  quoddam  vitale , 
whereby  they  ad  that  which  they  are  accomodate 
to  ad.  Tdmque  in  pi  fee  vitale  eft^  quant  in  leone  5 
tamque  in  Cychoreo  &  papavere  quam  pipere ,  which 
is  exlinguifh’d  ,  obftruded ,  or  diminilhed  in 
thisclouted-lhoe5  hob- nay  I’d  Chymifry  of  Apothe¬ 
caries. 

If  this  be  true,  as  to  fatiety  offatisfadion  may 
be  clearly  evinced,  that  every  plant  or  herb  en- 
joies  vegetation  according  to  the  feminal  vertua 
of  its  do  meftick  ferment, originally  inoculated  into 
its  principles,  by  natural  confequence  from  hence 
we  may  underhand,  7 hat  all  vegetation  is  from  the 
fpirits.  And  that  lo  all  a&ivity^  capacity  and  pow¬ 
er  to  worke  proceeds  from  them:  as  alfo  that  all 
deb/lity  to  perform  their  original  inherent  and 
mplantate  vigour  ,  power  and  vertue  in  the  bo¬ 
dy,  doth  depend  upon  the  objlruCtion-,  violation  or 
diminution  of  the  fpirits  and  their  peculiar  appro- 
$riate ferment.  Cychory  having  a  bitter  tafi:,  com-  \6 5 

ethitomfal  gemme,  its  natural/  ferment  according 
to  the  Chymifts.  So  opium  much  more  colder, hath 
in  it  a  bitter  and  nitrous  fait :  yet  in  him  befides 
his foporifero us  quality,  there  is  connexed  virus  a- 
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liud.  unde  lethaliapapavera f  omjfOy  decant antur  a  Po¬ 
em.  And  anodynes  although  they  ftupifie,  inftar 
frigom  5  yet  they  are  erroneoufly  reckoned  by  the 
Schools,  chiefly  among  cold  things.  Forneither 
is  it  foporiferous  julphur  in  opium  that  doth  cool^ 
but  greatly  amaricate ,  and  hi sfalt  is  j, harp  and  fudo- 
rifick 5  and  bitternefle  in  the  Schools  is  a  notable 
Indicative  of  heat .  Out  of  opium  we  fay  feparated 
from  his  narcotick,  fulphur,  may  be  made  a  notable 
purger.  The  like  may  be  done  of  Cychory  ,  Cen¬ 
taury ,  Fumitory  and  Gentian  -  Salt  of  a  cleanflng- 
£.55  nature  $  Therefore  is  a  medicine  out  of  f, uccory 
made  by  fire,  excellent  in  the  l£t  eric  all  tin&mztO' 
expell  it. 

Certainly  if  we  be  not  moles  to  our  own  under- 
ftandings,  and  doe  not  wilfully  fhut  the  eyes  of 
our  reafon  ,  but  do  fo  much  right  to  our  own 
judgements  as  to  perpend  what  quality  there  is  in 
the  elementall  Crafts  of  fuccory ,  we  fhall  find  moft 
manttettly  aftjarp  bitter  tzR.  in  it,  which  proceeds 
chiefly  from  his  fait  gemme  ,  which  is  not  coldy  but 
of  an  a&ive  quality  ^  which  is  the  tru  t  hepatick  me¬ 
dicine  in  it,  and  thechiefe fpecifick^ part  thatafpe&s 
tht  Liver:  lsxhe  Afcendant  and  Almuten  in  its  own 
Horizon,  that  radically  applies  to  the  Liver:  But 
the  water  of  it,  that  is  drawn  offin  a  cold  ftill  fo 
call’d,  is  void  of  courfe,  and  peregrine  ftkax  is,  ftript 
Hark  naked  of  its  vertues ,  and  is  not  in  reception 
with  his  originally  and  hath  lighted  in  the  via  com - 
butfaz,  nor  this  balfamick  hepatick  fait  >  without 
which  the  whole  is  a  is  notin  exaltation, 

afcends  notin  the  common  diftilling,  nor  can  by- 
no  meanes  be  tranflated  thereto  by  the  leaden  ftils* 
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The  Caput  mortuurM  after  every  diftillation  ,  in 
which  is  ambufcado’d  the  fait  ,  isonely  in  the  com- 
bulixcay ,  and  isnotafpededofthe  water,  that  is, 
partakes  not  one  grain  of  the  fait,  without  which 
it  isanunfavoury  medicine.  For  if  the  aqueous 
humour,  the  chariot  of  the  other  inherent  vertucs, 
be  drawn  by  thefe  dull  faturnine  leaden-heel’d 
horfes,  the  common  dills,  and  be  driven  naked  in¬ 
to  the  world,  rifl’d  of  all  its  force  and  vertue,  and 
carries  not  in  its  belly  neither  wind  nor  fire  $  how 
can  it  be  apply ’d  with  honefty  orconfcience,  as 
medicinal  for  the  Liver  5  when  to  the  moft  grofic 
and  vulgar  head§  it  confefles  its  invalidity5as  being 
pillag’d  and  robb’d  of  its  efficacy,  fpirit  and  life* 
And  how  all  along  it  hath  been  handed  down  to 
pofterity,  and  reckoned  among  the  rapfodies  of 
medicines,  as  a  prime  inftrument  to  corred  and 
condemne  the  diftempers  of  Mans  body  toa*e«/- 
tra ,  feems  not  fo  much  a  riddle  as  ridiculous,  ex¬ 
cept  to  the  ferious  trifling  gravity  of  fuch,  who 
having  as  cold  and  dull  a  pace,as  pate,in  the  fcruti- 
nies  of  Nature  and  her  excellencies,  havelittleelfe 
to  doe  $  whofe  tendence  feems  to  verifie  the  tenor 
of  that  proverb,  better  play  at  ( mall  game  then  ft  and 
out* 

Such  herbs  then  as  partake  of  a  vitriolated  quali¬ 
ty,  and  an  acid  (harp  fpirit,  though  cold  ,  ought 
not  tobediftill’d  inaleadenftili.  Of  a  vitriolate 
nature  we  fay,  feeing  vegetables  may  draw  mine* 
rail  and  metallic 4  fpirits  unto  them.  And  let  not 
other  men  thinke  themfelves  free,  and  the  thing 
equitable  and  rational,to  call  choler  arngmoM^  vit  . 
Ulline and porraceous, for  the  likeneffe  and  affinity  of 
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thofe  things  from  whence  the  hame  is  borrow'd  , 
and  goe  about  to  debar  me  from  conceiving  my 
felf  tyed  by  the  fame  duty.  We  have  the  fame 
reafon  then,  and  as  lawful  it  is  for  us  to  fay,  that 
either  the  humours  of  the  body  fo  called,  or  the 
topical! ferment  of  any  part,  may  partake  of  a  vi¬ 
triol  at  ed  nature  and  quality  :  fo  alio  Vegetable's  may 
a  flu  me  a  vitriolate  energy  as  Lnjula ,  Limoni  t  ftic- 
cory3  vineger ,  (  which  doth  reprefent  the  tart  qua¬ 
lities  of  vitriol  )  &c.  who  have  a  fharp^  piercing , 
powerful!  fpirit,'  andthereforenotfitto  be  diflill’d 
inleadorpeuter. 

Hitherto  the  childifh,  ignorant  and  unadvifed 
felf-contradi&ing  error  of  Phyfitians  hath  been  ex¬ 
ploded,  and  may  much  more  be  made  manifeft  by 
their  rafh,  Ample  and  common  praftife  in  bidding 
and  preferibing  di  Hill'd  vineger  in  the  common 
leaden  ftills .  Unto  fo  low  a  pitch  of  flupid  igno¬ 
rance  hath  vulgar  Phyfltians  fallen,  thatfoeafily 
and  implicitely  entertain  the  cuftomes  and  traditi¬ 
ons  of  their  predeceflours,  without  any  examina¬ 
tion  or  due  djfquifition  of  the  things. 

Let  us  therefore  take  this  to  pieces,  difleftthe 
concentrals  ofit,and  fee  if  thofe  ftills  be  the  true, na¬ 
tural  and  genuine  engines  to  draw  forth  the  nature^ 
eflence  and  privy  property  refient  in  it.  Vineger 
then,  the  circumferential  round  or  cadaver  of  wine5 
whofe  acidity  proceeds  not,  nor  is  not  caus’d  by  e - 
lemental  frigidity ,  but  isambufeado’d  in  thofe  occult 
and  acid  fpirit  s  of  fait ,  lurking  in  the  conclave  or 
fnop  of  the  fpirits  of  wine.  This  is  perceiv’d  in 
the  whole  field  of  wines,  though  never  fo  gene¬ 
rous  ,  (  before  the  fpirits  retire  to  their  garrifon. 
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or  concentrals,  as  in  the  making  of  vineger)  when 
in  the  drinking  is  perceiv’d  a  certain  grateful  pun- 
<ftion, linking  moft  pleafantly  upon  the  palat,  from 
the  lingular  temper  of  the  vitriolated  acidity  being 
mix’d  with  fweet  and  fulphureous  fpirits  placed  in 
the  wine  by  the  Archeus  of  nature.  Hence  is  it  that 
fome  vineger s  are  ma defhdrper  then  others,  as  they 
contain  in  them  more  or  leiie  of  the  nature  of  fait 
■arwoniack.  For  fimple  water  devoid  of  all  fait,  by 
no  frigidity  can  grow  acid,  tartar  then  is  nothing 
but  the  acid  vitriolate  criffalline  fait  of  the  wine. 
Moreover  vineger  is  both  mineral  and  vegetable . 

vegetable  excels  the  others;  feeing  not  only 
art  produces  it,  but  alfo  nature  in  acid  fruit,  chief¬ 
ly  in  Citrons^  Unions ,  oranges  :  alfo  in  Goofe-berries^ 
barberries ^  &c.  in  herbs forrel,  tri folium,  acetofnm , 
naflurtium  Indicum  ,  &c.  Every  acidum  then  is 
notcoldasthedulldifquilitionsof  vulgar  Phyhti- 
ans  hath  left  to  us,  and  as  to  ample  fatisfa&ion  is 
elfewheredemonflrated.  NoriswV^r  made  by 
the  total  feparaticn  of  the  fulphureous  fpirits  from 
the  wine  5  when  of  wine  from  which  the  fpiritsare 
divorc’d,  or  which  is  corrupt,  and  hath  loft  his 
fpirit,  novinegercan  bemade  .*  But  the  more  ge* 
nerous  and  rich  the  2 vines  are,  fo  much  the  more 
ftrcngisthew#e§6/made  of  them.  Of  wine  alfc* 
exprels’d  from  omphacine  grapes,  and  which  is  al- 
moft  devoid  of  all  fpirit,  is  no  vineger  made*  And 
not  onely  out  of  wine  is  vineger  made,  but  alfo  out 
of  Beer,  Ale ,  Hy  drome  f  and  the  juices  of  fome  fruits 
abounding  with  fpirit  ;  and  out  of  which  a 
fpi  ft  like  unto  the  fpirit  of  wine  may  be  drawn, but 
out  of  others  which  want  fuch  a  fpirit3it  cannot  be. 

Is 
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169  Is  not  then  that  lean  flat  and  cadaverous  produft 
out  of  vineger  by  the  common  hills  not  only  ridi¬ 
culous, but  abominably,  and  horridly  hurtful  rfince 
every  acidum  by  reafon  of  its  corroding  energy  doth 
operate  in  a  perpetual  ebullition.  The^fpirk 
in  the  round  or  verge  of  the  maffe  of  wine  is  of  a 
vitriojated  energy  ^ov/eifu)ly  infinuating  and  pier¬ 
cing  into  a  proper  fubjett.  For  an  abfoluteimpof- 
Ability  it  is  that  there  can  beany  the  leak  acidity, 
which  having  once  met  with  a  proportionate  ob- 
jed5  does  not  immediately  begin  to  operate  on  it. 
This  is  fober  verity,  as  by  example  may  be  made 

170  nianifefh  Vineger  how  weak  foever.,  put  into  a 
peuter faucer,  and  buffering  it  to  (land  a  while,  by 
and  by  begins  to  put  forth  its  a&ive,  acid  corro- 
ding  fpirit  5  and  in  the  vineger  you  fhall  perceive 
clearly  a  certain  white  mother  as  it  were  fwimming 
in  the  vineger  5  and  the  bottom  e  of  the  faucer ,  fhall 
be  damask’d  with  white  ftreakes ,  yea ,  fhall  be 
white  and  rough  all  over  the  bottome,and  a  certain 
fubftance  like  Ceruffe  fhall  be  ferap’d  off,  and  crum¬ 
bled  between  the  fingers:  This  by  pra&ifemay 
be  obferv’d,  as  by  ocular  experiment  we  have  try ’d, 
and  it  is  fo  trivial  and  common  a  bufinefle,  that  it 
is  known  to  all  Kitchin  Trenches ,  but  is  not  re¬ 
garded  by  themofl:  Lady -like  ft  omack.  If  it  be  thus, 
I  may  befoonerdeftituteofleifure  then  proof  fuf- 
flcient  to  evince.  That  fuch  vineger  cannot  be  good  for 
the  fl omack.  Befidesit  makes  it  more  flat  and  dead, 
when  it  hath  fated  it  felf  on  its  pjoportionate  -fub- 
jc&,  the  peuter faucer.  It  partakes  then  of  a  fordid 
faturnine  evitt  quality ,  pernitious  to  the  tender  Xu- 
nicies  of  the  ftomack.  If  it  pleafeyou  then  Ladies 
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and  Gentlewomen?  and  all  ofall  forts,  lay  afide 
your  peuter  faucers,  andnomoreeat  vineger  out 
of  them,  but  inBead  thereof,  you  may  ufe faucers 
made  of  fine  Earth,  orfilverplate. 

As  clear  again,  vineger ,  how  flat  and  cadaverous 
foever, having  once  touched  upon  the  ftone  concre¬ 
ted  in  the  head  or  flomack  of  a  Crea-fifi, vulgarly 
(  but  erroneouflyjcaird  Crabs  ej  e,  can  by  no  means 
contain  it  felf,  but  muft  immediately  aft  in  a  phren- 
fy  of  inquietude  by  oblique  and  circular  motion  to 
the  diflolution  of  it,and  refolve  it  into  a  clear,  dia¬ 
phanous  liquor.  But  what  I  pray  you  of  this  acid 
fpirit  is  drawn  off  huhediftillation  of  vineger ,  by 
the  common  Bills?  Any  thing  but  a  bare  fleam,  as 
jejune  as  the  crude  and  black  ignorance  of  fuch 
phlegmatick  heads*  When  (hall  we  awaken  from 
the  Lethargy  of  this  fupine  negleft?  - 
Unfucceflefuland  deplorable  are  the  prefcripti- 
ons  of  Ample  diflill’d  waters  as  the  remedies  and 
militia  againft  the  hoBility  of  any  difeafe  or  di- 
Bemper,  either  in  the  head ,  as  by  cephalick  waters, 
offage,  bet  any ,  See.  Inth  q  lungs,  by  peftorai  and 
pulmoniack,  ^sof  hyfop ,  Colts-foot ,  &c.  In  the 
Liver,  by  hepatick  waters  of  Agrimony,  Endive  or 
Succory ,  &c.  And  fo  of  the  whole  vegetable  Mo¬ 
narchy^  Vain  are  the  drinks  of  cooling  ptifans. 

Vain  are  theliqorilh  fweet^/^iofdi Bill’d  waters, 
in  feavers.  Vain  are  the  decoftions  or  Apozems^ 
whole  menftrue  arediftilfd  waters.  The  like  is  to 
be  faid  of  the  whole  myriad  ofmedicaments  drawn 
from  the  poor  and  thin  Common- Wealth  of  cold 
and  crude  fallads,  without  oile  or  fait.  To  which 
we  may  fub join,  that  the  fame  altitude  is  taken  by  1 70 
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the  Aftrolabc  of  perfpe<ftive  reiubn  of  thofe  ABC  da- 
nan  tfuntu,  the  forlorn  hope  of  further  ficknefic  5 
their  preparatories }  as  they  have  god-father’d  them, 
except  it  be  of  as  bad,  if  not  worfc  remedy  then 
the  difeafe.  What  can  they  lay  the  mountains 
low  }  Can  they  exalt  the  valleys  ?  Can  they  make 
the  crooked  path  ftraight  in  the  body  of  Man  ? 
Can  they  do  any  )ob  of  journey-work  tor  their  Ca- 
t harticks  that  are  to  fucceed^  Can  they  attenuate 
that  which  is  grofle,  vifeidand  thick,  or,  thicken 
the  fluid  and  thin  }  Can  they  fix  and  nail  that  which 
is  volatile.*?  Can  they  humect  the  parts  poflefs’d 
with- an  atrophy ,  or  aridura  ryembrorum  .<?  tlnlcne 
it  be  with  their  waterifh  parts,  and  in  analogy  to 
common  well-water  ?Can  they  cxficcate  or  dry  up 
the  fuperfluous  humidities  of  the  body  .<?  Yes,  e- 

ven  as  if  dutch  Wind-mills  fhould  drain  the  fens  upon 
tfew-market  heath# b  as  little  power  and  vertue  have 
theyto  do  any  ohhcfeifor  nil  dat^uodnon  habet. The 
propounders  themfelves  feem  to  have  mills  m  their 
brains,  that  thus  grinde  the  grift  of  thedotages 
and  dreames  of  their  predcceflburs  turn  d  about 
with  the  epidemick  vertigo,  the  current  o UtfitUd 
waters  of  vegetables .  As  if  our  bread  would  be 
dough,  and  the  whole  batch  of  medicines  lpoyl  d, 
without  the  unfalted  and  unlea’vned  preicnptions 
offi/nple  waters.  Ah*!  alas  can  thefe,  as  well  re¬ 

al,  as  nominal,  fimple  waters  ferve  as  a  breaft-work* 
or  pallifadoes  to  ft  ake  out  the  hoftile  mvafion  ol  a 
dikafe  ?  Or  barricadoe  and  dam  up  the  recepto- 
xy  veflels,  and  all  the  paffages  of  the  body  from 
the  leaft  entrance  or  footing  of  any  malignant  di  - 

temper  into  our  Common- Wealth  ?  or  drive 
1  out 
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out  any  Goliah ,  or  Turney  diftemper  with  thefe  peb. 
blcs  taken  out  of  this  (hallow  brook  of  waters? 

Once  more,  will  the  radical  indifpofition  of  the 
Lungs ,  Liver ,  or  any  other  more  or  lefle  noble 
part  be  hereby  re&ified,  or  defended  from  a  fecond 
affault  by  this  poor  contemptible  Chamber-maid 
militia}  No  fare,  their  forces  are  (catter’d,  totally 
routed,  nevermore  like  to  ralley  again.  March 
boldly  on  then  the  enemies  and  invaders  of  our 
health  5  be  not  retrograde  nor  ftationary  ,  but 
with  a  full  career  charge  nature  through  and 
through,  while  your  adverfaries  forces  are  weak^ 
and  routed.  For  their  General  and  Lord  Nature 
cannot  receive  any  recruit  or  affiftance  from  her 
auxiliaries ,  or  make  any  fafe  retreat  back  to  her 
primitive  ftrength,  but  muft  be  inforced  to  refigne 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  Conquerour,  aud  cry  for 
Quarter. 

Andtomeferiouflybythis  and  fuch  ammuniti¬ 
on^  if  the  whole  train  of  artillery  be  no  better,  nor 
thofc  mortar-pieces  and  grahaefoes  ofpfryhck,  Her¬ 
culean  abbots  to  accounted,  I  make  no  d6»ubt(  the 
providence  and  power  of  that  grind  Arc  hi  at'ros  ,the 
Almighty,  not  refitting  )  but  fuch  a  devaluation  and 
depop  ulation  may  be  quickly  made,  as  fhall  un¬ 
hinge  this  hhge  fabrick,  and  ealdfrrei  the' 
to  aihes  by  the  Chymiftty  df  dteth .  AH  thefe 
things,  fomePhyfitians  with  Whom  I  have  talked, 

I  have  obferv’d  have  both  fecn,  known,  confefs’d 
and  contended  for,  and  yet  in  their  prattice,  and 
among  their  p  refer  iptions,  are  (b  negligently  for- 
getfull,  ordefperatcly  obftinateand  wilful  as  to 
commend  and  command  in  their  Recife  s  the  Apo- 
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thecary  to  mingle  fomeofthefe*  Ample  diftill’J  wa¬ 
ters  in  a  leaden  (till,  and  that  with  fuchferious 
gravity,  as  if  they  were  to  be  faluted  Do&or  with 
four  feet.  Nay5what  phyfitian  is  there  almoftthat 
by  his  pra&ife  does  not  confes his  incogitantinfa- 
tuationswhofe  eafy  and  incircundpeft  credulity  can 
drink  down, even  to  a  deluge, this  torrent  of  Ample 
diftiird  waters?  Nor  could  I  hitherto  fufficiently 
admire  howpoffibly  our  European  world  could  be 
fo  grofly  circumvented  by  the  grey-hair’d  traditi¬ 
onal  dreams  of  their  predeceflburs,  in  a  buAneffe 
fo  vain,  Ample  and  inefficacious  $  that  men  whofe 
clear  reafon  doth  entitle  them  to  plenipotentiaries' 
fhould  thus  proftitute  their  credulities  to  the  le¬ 
gends  and  Romancesof ignorant  paperftuffers  and 
lcriblers.  See  then  with  what  a  full  and  fwclling 
tide  the  infolent  torrent  of  cujtome  bears  all  afo'r e  it 
when  even  the  beft  and  underftanding  part  of  man, 
the  crown  andlirength  of  all  his  faculties  floats  like 
a  dead  drown’d  body  on  the  (bream  of  vulgar  ap- 
prehenAons,  drinking  down  even  to  gorging  this 
puddle  of  Ample  waters,  and  other  ridiculous  fi¬ 
ctions  :  and  how  poffibly  they  fhould  inhabit  thus 
long,  unleffe  they  be  the  lowefl:  lees  of  an  epide- 
mickinfediorii)  liver- grown  t  o  their, fides,  which 
perhaps  will  ricv^r^ocling  without  the  ftrong  ab- 
fterfive  of  fome  heroick  magistrate^  whofe  high  of¬ 
fice  dares  lead  him  both  to  know  and  to  do  with¬ 
out  any  frivolous  cafe- putting* 
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c  will  now  at  length  come  to  (hew  thefalla-  171 
cy  of  the  fc§iools,and  thtir  ignorance  in  the 
prerogative  of fitnplcs  and  medicines  5  in  their  pro- 
poling  fuch  a  tedious  interval  of  time  between  the 
reception  of  the  medicine,  and  the  working,  or 
demonftration  of  his  adivity  .*  by  which  meanes 
they  have  cloaked  their  defers,  and  more  lightly 
fet  off  among  the  common  people  their  large  time 
of  curing  dileafes.  The  fchools  teach  that  the  ca- 
daveriety,  and  dull  lethargy  of  medicines,  is  con- 
traded  by  the  Opium  of  a  frigi  da  l  temper  and  con- 
ftitution  5  and  that  they  are  altogether  idle,  fruit - 
hjje  and  dead,  unleffe  firft  by  our  heat, as  by  a  Cook, 
they  are  prepard  and  being  excited  arebyitacua- 
tedy  This  they  have  concluded  and  ratified}  in  as 
much  as  medicines  taken  or  apply’d,  do  not  by  and 
by  explode  their  faculties  in  us,  inftar  ignis :  but 
they  have  need  of  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  whereby 
to  produce  their  effeds,  by  previous  difpolititions. 
Ncvertheleffeifafpace  maybe  requir’d,  that  an 
alteration  may  be  made,  which  is  an  effed  of  the 
medicine  5  that  truly  doth  not  a  whit  argue  the  a- 
dionofthe  medicine  to  be  by  our  heat,  otherwife 
then  neceffary,  that  the  medicine  might  acquire 
the  donation  ofhis  adivity  or  liberty  of  working, 
which  he  hath  obtain’d  and  was  granted  him  from 
the  creation  whole  and  found, full  and  free.  More¬ 
over  the  cffeds  of  medicines  are  not  produced,  un¬ 
leffe  firft  there  be  a  diligent  and  fkilful  preparation 
and  due  application  3  and  then  with  a  more 
exquiftte  appropriation  they  imprint  their  powers 
in  us.  Wherefore  be  it  foolifh,  that  pepper,  vine - 
gar,  &c.  ought  to  borrow  their  aUivities  and  gifts 0 
[ad  agendum  fufrepta~]  from  our  beat :  as  if  the  mo- 
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narchy  of  one  alone  heat,  Ihon'd  be  the  fountain 
and  primary  caufe  to  give  life  to  fo  diverfe  and 
manifold  effeds.  Wherefore  in  good  footh  that 
matter  may  ad  in  us,  as  touching  this,  (he hath 
no  need  of  any  other  extrinfecal  thing,  extra  fe:  but 
as  primal  ily  5  fo  alfo  without  delay,  fhe  puts  forth 
her  powers  by  the  importance  of  difpofitions,  if  it 
be  dutly  apply ’d.  But  becaufethe  fenfitive  Anirna 
( which  the  fchools  have  bafely  confounded  with 
their  Calor  )  doth  apply  the  receiv’d  powers,  and 
then  doth  make  a  certain  new  and  proper  adion  to 
her  felf,  and  truly  vitall.  Therefore  the  powers 
which  the  fenfitive  Anwta  hath  received  from  the 
medicine,  are  onely  occafionall  effedive  caufes, 
and  fhe  can  it  fhe  will  pallet  hem  by,  and  negled 
them,  which  is  manifeft  in  robud bodies,  whodi- 
ged  without  trouble  violent  laxatives  tanqmtn  ci - 
bos.  And  in  dying  men  in  whom  there  is  an  ap¬ 
plication  ofmedicines,  but  not  an  appropriation  $ 
by  reafon  of  the  negled  or  defed  of  the  fenfitive  fa¬ 
culty.  For  in  drong  bodies  the  exciting  heat  is 
not  wanting,  and  yet  no  effed. 

Moreover  if  delay  mud  intercede  between  the 
medicine  that  is  apply’d  and  his  effed  y  that  doth 
not  happen  bccaufeofthedefed  or  exigence  of  the 
adivity  of  things  $  but  by  reafon  of  theneceffity 
of  the  vitall,  emergent  and  fubfequent  adivity 
through  an  impreflionmade9  by  the  medicine.For 
a -virulent  force  is  not  wanting  in  the  biting  of  a 
Serpent ,  although  lometimes  it  doth  not  fhew  its 
effed,  by  reafon  of  fome  impediment:  fo  many 
have  fo  accudom  d  thcmfelves  to  purges  and  laxa- 
t  iycs>  that  at  length  they  work  not  a  whit,  not  be- 
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caufe  heat  is  wanting  in  the  man^  or  that  the  laxa¬ 
tives  have  loft  their  priftine  ftrength  :  but  the  Ani- 
^hath  contraded  a  certain  familiarity  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  them ,  infomuch  that  at  length  it  doth 
more  (lowly  inflame  by  thofe  poifons  then  by  the 

firft  Courfe.  . 

Laftly  it’s  true  and  perpetual  that  all  lenlation, 
confifts  rather  in  adion  and  vitall  judgement,  then 
in  a  paflion.  Whether  thatfenfation  happens  in 
the  exteriour  fenfe  $  or  in  fome  paflion  of  the 
mind :  orinthcnatural  and  fympathetick  fenfe  of 
inanimate  things.  Atleaftit  is  clear,  that  medi¬ 
cines  do  not  need  the  prasgreflion  of  our  heat,  that 
they  may  ad  (imply :  but  a  fenfitive  power,  which 
is  the  principal  ador,  hath  need  of  agents,  and 
fenfible  objeds,  that  fhe  may  perceive,and  in  per¬ 
ceiving  may  ad.  Therefore  the  adion  of  fenfible 
things,  doth  occupy  her  felfon  both  (ides  by  the 
mean  of  an  occafional  caufe,  inrefped  of  the  fen¬ 
fitive  Anima.  For  that  caufe  neither  do  medicines 
work  in  a  dud  bodyt  byreafon  ofthedefedof  the 
principal  and  immediate  agent,  which  is  the  life 
or  foul  Whence  alfo  it  is  fufficiently  manifeft 
hoW  prepofteroufly  hitherto  the  vertues  of  reme¬ 
dies  are  attributed  to  an  agent,or  princi  pall  and  vi¬ 
tal  efficient, and  how  negledcd  the  principal  agent 
hath  ftood  as  well  in  healing  as  effeding difeafes. 
Verily  if  a  medicine  fhould  be  aduated  by  our  heaty 
as  fuch,  it  muftcometo  pafle,  that  every  medicine 
alwaies,  and  everywhere ,  fhould  equally  worke 
in  every  humane  objed,  adually  hot.  But  a  laxa¬ 
tive  exhibited  in  the  fame  dofe,  loofensin  cneter- 
ribly,  in  another  not  a  jot  y  and  yet  on  both  fides 
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fufficiently  excited  by  our  hcatg  yea,  the  fame  which 
in  Wronger  bodies  is  without  efFed^n  weaker  bodies 
for  the  moft  part  ragesmofl  violently.  But  we  pafle 
lightly  over  this  fesne,  and  refigne it  to  others. 

Thus  by  this  plain  and  evident  demonflration  vre 
have  good  encouragement  to  trufl,  where  it  fliali 
meet  with  intelligible  perufc.rs,  fotne  flay  at  leaftof 
mens  thoughts  will  be  obtained, to  confider  and  pro* 
mote  this  prudent  and  manly  expoflulation  5  and 
not  give  away  their  birth-rights  for  a  meffe  of  this 
cold  pottage  of  not  daring  ornot  willing  to  fpeak. 
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We  now  willingly  come  according  to  ourpro- 
mife3  which  is  due,  to  arraigne  and  examine  the 
naturalises  of  the  other  univerfal  main  pillars  of 
curing,  namely  phlebotomy,  fontanells  or  ijjues,  and 
as  three  other  props  of  healing,  which  being 
maken,  the  whole  edifice  falls  do wneofits  own  ac¬ 
cord  as rubbifli,  and  beingtaken  away,  Phyfitians 
do  deiert  their  patients,  having  no  remedies  but 
luch  *%purgmgjm&  blond-letting,  the  only  publicans 
which  by  an  insupportable  excife  impoverish  the 
whole  bodyand  make  Nature  bankrupt  by  exhauft- 
lng  the  flock  of  alimentfrom  trhe^/^and  vifeera. 
All  which  we  will  touch  particularly. 

Thefe  things  arc  pradlis’d  and  preferibed,  as  de- 
Ugned  tor.thc  evacuation  and  confuming  the  flock 
or  morbifick  diflempers.  Wehave  done  then  with 
one  manner  of  evacuation  ofevil  humours,  pxreati- 
<?#,  and  that  by  a  twofold  Inflrumenr,w'z.  Cathar - 
r  purges  taken  in  at  the  mouth,  the  Ar&icii 
pole,  and  a  laxative  clyfter,  at  the  port  Mauiline 
Uicantai  tick  pole.  The  fecond  manner  of  evacua- 
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tion  followes,whic^  is  the  going  outofthetidcof 
blond,  by  the  fluice  of  phlebotomy  or  blond-letting  , 
which  alio  weares  the  Fools  Coat  or  Livery  of  the 
Lady  Ignorance  ,  and  well  may  be  reputed  free  of 
the  Company  of  Phylitians  other,  not  more  errone¬ 
ous,  then  foul,  milch eivous  pra&ifes. 

As  the  Invention  of  Cly  Piers  was  learn  cl  from  a 
Bird,  to  blond-letting  from  aHorfe.  Good  Teach¬ 
ers.  Maids  children  and  Horleslchollars  fhallbe 
well  difeiplin’dj  betterfed,  then  taught.  Verily 
by  the  confent  ofGalen^  In  every  feaver(thehcdick 
excepted, )  phlebotomy  k  requijite.  T o  the  fchools 
therefore  and  the  deftru&ive  cuftome  of  this  giddy- 
headed  Age  we  do  frame  this  fyllogifme  $  and  that 
from  feavers ,  the  mod  acute  Index  of  all  their 
grounds  for  bloud-letting. 

Phlebotomy  i$Vin\steP\A  wherefoever  it  is  demon- 
ftrated  not  to  be  necedary  :  or  where  the  indication , 
proper  to  it  is  wanting. 

Butin/r^rr/,itisnot  demonftrated  to  be  necef- 
fary. 

Therefore  phlebotomy  in  feavers  is  unufefuh 
.  The  major  is  proved :  becaufe  the  end  is  the  frrft 
dire&or ofcaufes,  and  difpofer  of  the  meanes  unto 
it  felf.  Therefore  in  what  thing  foever  the  end 
doth  not  point  out  a  neceffity  of  the  meanes, 
they  are  in  vain  fitted  and  related  to  it,  not  being 
requifite  thereto;  efpecially  where  it  is  clear  by 
reflc&ion  from  the  glade  of  Contra-indication ,  That 
bipud  is  not  drawn  out  of  the  rivulets,  the  veins, 
witnout  the  fall  or  lode  to  the  whole  ocean  of 
drengdb.  Such  meanes  therefore  are  badly  infli¬ 
cted  which  the  endfhewestobeinvain,  unufe- 
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full  and  to  be  done  with  thy  diminifiling  of  the 
ftrength. 

The  minor  is  proved  by  Horatixs  Angenius  de 
monte  fantfojn  his  three  books  Ex  Frofeffo .Teaching 
with  the  confent  of  the  Academies  'I  hat  a  plethora 
alone ,  or  too  great  a  plenitude  of  the  veins-,  thatis3 
a  nimiety  of  redundance  of  bloud3  is  the  only  Gno¬ 
mon  in  the  table  of  directions  for  phlebotomy .  And 
that  it  doth  not  run  in  a  dired  line  to  the  fanation 
of  favers3  but  to  the  oblique  angle  of  flackning 
the  full  blown  fails  of abundance  of  bloud3  and  be¬ 
calming  the  puffs  and  gufts  of  too  much  plenitude, 
bv  the  Trident  of  phlebotomy  3  the  Midwife 
to  deliver  onely  theingravidate  and  bigge-bel- 
lyed  veins  from  the  Tympany  of  a  plethora.  But  a 
Tlethora  hath  no  fubfiftance  under  the  torrid  Zone 
of  Feavers :  Therefore  in  the  hot  fpur  of  Feavers  the 
cooling  card  ofphlebotomy  is  never  turn’d  up,  and 
confequcntly  is  not  trump,  is  not  requifite,but 
dealt  about  as  alwaies  unufefuh  - 

The  eoncldfion  indeed  may  feem  to  come  out  of 
the  Eutopia  of  novelty  and  the  Arabia  of  paradoxes, 
yet  liveth  in  the  Eden  oflober  verity.  Which  fhal! 
therefore  be  further  proved.  Galen  bimfelf  prov- 
eth  the  fubfumption  teaching ,  T hat  there  is  more 
ckoler  fatteredin  every  poroxjfme  of  a  feaver ,  then  in 
two  A  dies  fpaee  is  generated.  In  the  mean  time  the 
reft  of  the  members  of  our  publick  ftate  adjourn 
not,  nor  fuperfede  from  receiving  ( according  to 
the  ifonomy  or  pari  formalllawes  of  Re-publiques) 
nouriftment  of  the  accuftomed  bloud.  ^  That  is5 
befides  the  lavifh  expences  and  exhauftion  of  the 
common  flock  of  aliment  that  is  expended  by  this 
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new  Tenant  and  Inn®-houlder3  the  Feaver^  who  hath 
now  taken  livery  and  feifin  3  they  confume  their 
own  patrimony  3  the  fat  of  the  ordinary  bloud. 
Wherefore  then  from  this  advantage5  it  genuinely 
and  neceffarily  folio  wcs3  that  if  in  a  healthy  perfon 
there  be  an  allowance  of  eight  ounces  of  bloud  for  a 
daily  portion3  that  then  fo  many  alfo  fhould  be 
tranfmuted  into  nutriment 5  or  otnerwife  the  man 
fhould  ftraight  protuberate  into  an  exceffive  huge 
bulke3more  deformedly  corpulent  then  any  Gara- 
gantua.  Therefore  if  in  a  found  perfon  there  is 
diminution  made  of  eight  ounces  of  bloud  :  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  greedy  feaver  will  confume  no  leffe.  See¬ 
ing  then  there  is  little  or  no  appetite  of food,  dige~ 
ftion  or  fanguification ,  of  unavoidable  necefiity, 
within  two  dayes,  the  full  fea  of  a  plethora  ( if  there 
was  any  in  the  new  Moon  or  beginning  of  the  fca- 
ver)  will  fhift  its  tides  into  alow  ebbe5  and  in  the 
wane  of  its  fall  and  decrcafe3the  falfe  and  dangerous 
fhole  or  quick-fands  of  indication  for  fpringing a 
leak  in  the  vein  by  phlebotomy 3  will  appear  as  a 
mare  mortuum^od  accordingly  vanifh  into  the  sty¬ 
gian  Gulph  of  errors.  But  that  there  is  no  plethora 
in  Fcavers3  they  fee  5  who  fuffer  ulcers  by  an  If* 
or  Cautery:  which  truly  areprefentlydryed  up  by.the 
folffice  of  Beavers^  nor  make  noeffluxion^ccord- 
ing  to  the  accuftomed  manner  of  theirpurulent 
excretion.  But  it  is  chiefly  and  defervedly  to  be 
noted,  that  the  ftrengthemnot  offend, and  deferves 
not  to  be  blamed  for  its  aboundance,  00,  notin 
Methufalem  :  neither  alfo  doth  good,  blond  become 
peccant  by  nimiety 3  becaufe  t  he  vital  powers  and 
bloud  are  Correlatives :  feeing  according  to  Scrip- 
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ture,  the  foul  or  vital  ft  rengtb3 'rides  in  the  Chariot 
o£  the  bloud.  Therefore  by  confequence  a  pletho¬ 
ra  can  never  be  in  good  bloud. 

We  fhall  fhew  by  andby,  that  bad  and  corrupt 
bloud  doth  never  runne  in  the  Cana//  of  the 
veins. 

If  therefore  the  extreame  of  a  Plethora  of  the 
veins,  can  ever  be  poflible,  it  ought  to  confift  in 
a  mediety,  betwixt  corrupt  and  very  found  bloud: 
Whether  we  confider  the  fame  ftate  of  falling  off 
and  neutrality,  or  only,  as  mixt  of  both,  atleaft, 
the  Galenijls  {hould  remember,  that  good  proceed- 
eth  -  from  its  Trunk  ,  an  entire  caufe  5  "but  evil l 
from  rheracemation  offeveral  defers :  and  fo  that 
this  ftate  fhould  not  be  called  plethoric  all ;  but  ca- 
euhymical!.  Neither  to  defire  phlebotomy  but  ra¬ 
ther  purgation  ,  which  may  feleftivdy  expel!  th'j 
bad,  and  leave  the  good.  And  furelythefe  their 
contradi&ory  Thefei  being  conceded,it  will  be  a  ge¬ 
nuine  illation,  that  the  indication  of  phlebotomy  h 
not  yet  in  no  wife  proved*  For  according  to  the 
truth  of  the  matter  we  before  fkewed,  the  Anarchy 
of  a  cacochymia  keeps  not  court  in  the  veins,  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  whofe  R  eigne  is  only  the  perturbation  of 
the  bloud.  For  the  appealing  of  which  mutiny, 
the  grand  defigne  is  not  taken  fo  much ,  from  the 
exhauftion  and  arraignment  of  the  well-affe&ed 
blond  ^  before  the  Barre  of  phlebotomy ,  as  the  pre* 
feribing  a  medicine  ,  which  fhall 'be  as  a  High 
Court  of  Juft  ice,  with  the  power  of  Oyer  and  Ter - 
miner  fuddenly  to  takeaway  and  cutoffthis  grand 
Delinquent,  the  foie  troubler  and  his  Tyranny. 
Efpecially  feting  that  it  is  the  purer  bloud,  which 
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p'a  fling  by  the  eerier  of  the  heart,  obtaineth  its 
own  depuration :  therefoie  that  which  is  drawn 
from  the  divarications  of  the  cubit^  and  firft  let 
out,  (hall  be  purer  $  but  the  more  impure  fhall  be 
left  within.  Moreover  feeing  it  is  already  fo  clear, 
as  it  can  efcape  the  obfervation  of  no  man,  that 
there  is  no  plethor a  infeavers,  which  may  require 
blond-letting  *  and  this  the  Schools  furrounded 
withfhame,  have  fomewhat  fmelt,  and  have  fub- 
flituted  in  the  place  of  Indication ,  fame  C  oindicati- 
oMf  or  Counter- Indications^  in  a^quitalit}".  and  asa> 
quiponderant  or  equipollent  to  Indication  adae-  jgg 
quate  in  Nature \  and  preponderant  to  Contra¬ 
indication^  which  otherwife  truly,  feeing  it  is  de¬ 
famed- from  the  confervation  of  ftrength,.  ought 
wholly  to  obtain  the  chiefeft  place,  for  this  caqfe 
ferioufly  ,  'Phat  every  feaver  is  quickly ,  fofily  and  187 
ferfe&ly  cureable  vcithout  bloud-letting.  For  in 
good  footh  they  ufe  prefently  but  one  only  remedy,  t8  8 
and  ferve  all  their  fo  Multifarious  and  diverfe  pu¬ 
trefactions  of  their  Clients,  the  humours^  andy^- 
•vers  flowing  from  thence,  with  one  writ  of  ejefr- 
Mcnt  by  the  habeas  Corpus  or  turn-key  of  Phlebotomy 
Besaufe  it  helpes  aboundantly  (  as  they  lay  )  and  is 
(lopped  at  pleafure. 

By  which  diftin&ion  truly  they  doe  in  fome 
fort  difgrace  their  laxatives. For  they  lay,  although 
phlebotomy  may  feem  requiftte  for  a  Plethora  Jay  a  na¬ 
tural  and  fingular  indication  ofit  felfj  yea,  neither 
properly  doth  it  take  away  the  putrefied  humours: 
yet  it  refrigerates,  exonerates  the  burden  ot  the 
veins,  it  recreates  the  powers,  takes  away  part  of 
the  evil  humour  together  with  the  good  5  and  flops 
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thecurrent  or  catarrh  ofnumouys,  at  the  damme  or 
neit  of  putrefadion,  by  derivation  and  revulfion. 
and  alfo  affwageth  and  removeth  them.  Where¬ 
fore  nature  feeling  comfort,is  bufied  about,  and  fL 
niihes  the  reft  more  fqcceffefully  and  eafijy.  Thefc 
are  good  words  ( and  we  wifh  to  be  true  )  fayes  the 
low,  eating  penitential  pfalmes  5  but  avail  no- 
thing  to  my  hunger.  Thefe  are  the  Endixes  or  Co- 
indications  ,  by  which  they  perfwadc  to  continue 
mens  mifchiefs,  which  we  fhall  touch  Particular- 
ly.  .  -  , 

190  And  ftift  or  ah  we  admonifh,  That  although  in 
a  itronger  and  fuller  body  there  may  be  no  great 
nurt  by  bloud-letting,  yea,  oftentimes  the  fick 
may  leem  to  be  cafed  prefently  5  yea  cured  .*  yet 
phlebotomy  cannot  fcape  fcoufree,  feeing -it  hath 
iunne  upon  the  fcoreof  many  evils 5  nor  go  away 
uncondemned  ,  forafmuch  as  fearers  may  more 
fucceflefully  be  cured  without  it.  Forhowfoever 
phlebotomy  at  the  firft  or  reiterated  courfes,  often! 
times  may  feem  to  be  as  it  were  a  pyrornaftix 
and  to  ufher  in  a  power  to  tame  andaffwage  the 
interne  heat  and  acutenefle  of  leavers.  Yet  it  falls 
out  no  other  wife  then  that  the  Archeus  being  driven 
into  an  horrid extafy  by  thisunexpeded  unnatural 
txtravenaticn, ,  greatly  feares  the  fuddcn  depletion 
or  the  powers,  and  undue  and  impertinent  refri¬ 
geration,  and  fo  forgetting  the  duell  or  conflid 
with  the  diieafe,  negleds  to  expel!  the  fcavorifh 
matter,  and  ercerciie  its  fundion.  But  they  who 
even  now  feemed  to  be  lenifyed  by  bloud-letting, 
and  thought  the difeafe  or’ecome,  are  now  nut 
to  then  hiilts,noLwithftanding  their  weak  engine 
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of  phlebotomy.  Fo*  the  enemy  ralleys  again,  and 
the  Archetts  is  anew  charged  by  the  frefh  Alarum 
of  elufory  recidivation,  and  they  now  know  it  was 
but  an  Ambufcado  retreat  of  the  difeafe,  and  that 
the  mount  JEtna  of  feavers  is  too  hard  to  be  remov¬ 
ed  by  the  infirme  fingers  of  pigmy  phlebotomy  }  at 
lead:  they  are  benighted  to  a  later  and  weaker  va¬ 
letudinary  date.  Which  aflertion  the  T urkj  and  a 
great  part  of  the  world  confirme,  not  owning  with 
us  the  reafons  nor  ufc  of  phlebotomy  ,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  read3that  God  ever  ordain’d  it  in  Nature,  nor 
to  approve  of  it,  nor  yet  to  have  made  any  men¬ 
tion  of  it.  Under  the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  great- 
ed  part  of  the  Indies  phlebotomy  is  not  ufed,  norfo 
much  as  heard  of  3  yet  the  drength  of  thefe  Nati¬ 
ons,  their  agility, readsnefle#vigilancy,and  condan- 
cy  of  labour,  as  well  in  adion  as  fufFerance,  you 
may  learn  out  of  the  Hidories.  Now  concerning 
thefird  fcope  of  Co-indication^  which  is  called  r£- 
frigeration . 

In  earned,  blood-letting  doth  no  otherwife  refri  • 
ger  ate, then  as  it  deales  from  the  vital  heat:  but  hath 
not  the  northern  pole  of  frigefadive  and  pofitive 
power  for  its  Horizon,  by  which  meanes  truly  fuch 
a  refrigeration  becomes  nocivous.  Why  forfooth 
are  they  fo  cautelous,  that  they  do  not}  nor  dare 
not  open  a  vein  in  the  UeBic\  >  doth  not  the  feaver 
need  refrigeration  }  Or  doth  it  ceafe  to  be  a  feaver  ? 
But  the  deficiency  of  blood  is  apparent  in  Hedicks, 
wherefore  in  the  fydeme  of  He&icfa,  and  in  the  de- 
fed  of  blood  and  drength,  ther’s  an  eafie  calculati¬ 
on  and  illation  of  the  hurt  made  by  Phlebotomy  5 
which  otherwife  is  latitanc  under  ftronger  powers. 

In  : 


WtaUotechnia  ^ Aedicina . 

In  the  confideration  of  which,  fwe  fhnll  bring  are- 
markeableftory  of  Prince  Ferdinand^  Brother  to  the 
King  of  Spaine,  who  in  Anno.  1641  *  wasopened: 
for  being  agitated  with  a  tertian  feaver  eighty  nine 
dayes,  dyed  in  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 
His  heart,  Liver  and  Lungsbeing  taken  away ,  and 
the  veins  and  arteries  difle&ed,  fuch  a  paucity  of 
blood  was  found,that  a  conflux  of  fcarcea  fpoonfuli 
of  blood,  idhed  in  the  cave  ofhisThoraxdor  his  liver 
appear’d  altogether  exanguious,  and  the  flaccid  cru- 
menation  of  his  heart,  contrafted  an  atrophy ,  and  de¬ 
mon  ftrated  a  penury  ofbloud alfaFor  two  dayes  be¬ 
fore  his  death  he  had  eaten  more,  if  morehad  been 
given  him. For  he  was  fo  exhaufted  by  bloodlettings, 
purgations  and  hirudittall  bi.ood~JuckjMgf,%.$  wefaidj 
that  his  fceUtantail  fabrick  appear’d  as  a  palejlatu* 
of cxanguinalityyyet  for  all  this  the  ci  uel  1  ertian did 
not  forget  to  keep  its'  patoxyfaalcowxfe And  return. 
What  profited  therefore  fo  .great  an  evacuation  of 
thebloud>Or  what  may  be  obferved  by  a  judicious 
perpenfion,  from  that  refrigeration ,  but  the  illati¬ 
on  ofvanity  to  be  clearly  demonftrated  from  fuch 
evacuations,  which  do  not  take  the  lea  ft  pun&ilio, 
from  the  latitude  of  feavers  ?  The  fame  degrees, 
and  as  bad  and  wot fe  occurences  of  defperate  evils 
and  mifehieis,  wc  find  here  at  home,  by  this  in¬ 
veterate  and  deplorable  practice  of  Btoud-let- 

Ah  alas ,  is  this  the  method  of  healing  which 
makes  a  Thyjhian,  whom  the  moft  High  hathcie- 
ated  and  commanded  to  be  honoured  forthenecef- 
fity  of  him?  If  it  know  not  to  curea'irrto  ina 
young  man,to  what purpofe  is  that  method?Is  this 
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the  Art  that  the  v^holc  needeth  not  but  the  fick  ? 
-Let  this  therefore  teach  Phyfitiansto  fear  how  they 
expofe  their  febrile  patients  to  the  congrefie  of  cold 
things,  in  which  they  fhould  be  largely  and  pre- 
fently  experienced;,  and  by  a  manifeft  token  know 
the  vertue  of  their  refrigeratives,  becaufe  they  may 
not  much  confide  in  their  Anomalies  of  heat  and 
cold.  For  feeing  it  is  clear  that  the  whole  meridi- 
an3  fwindge  and  irradiation  of  heat  in  the  province 
otfeaverfs  isofthelatitude3and  Empire  of  the  ve¬ 
ry  vital  fpirit  it  felfritfollowes  alfo,That  the  breath 
of  refrigeration  by  the  Boreas  of  phlebotomy ,  is  a 
meer  exhaufting  and  impoverifhing  of  the  Com¬ 
mon- Wealth  of  the  vital  fpirits  and  bloud  toge¬ 
ther.  For  if  thefeaver  be  to  be  cured  as  an  intem¬ 
perature  by  phlebotomy ,  asa  refrigerating  remedy, 

(  contrarium  hen  conftat !  )  and  by  cold  alone,  and 
others  intend  the  cure  even  in  a  quotidian  (which 
they  have  fubferibed  to  be  an  inflamation  of  putrid 
fleam)  they  would  obtain  at  leaft  that  refrigeration 
farre  more  eafy5  by  expofing  their  patients  half  na¬ 
ked  to  the  breath  of  the  north  wind  ,  or 
hanging  him  in  water,  or  in  a  deep  well,  until 
he  fhould  confeflehjmfelf  fufficiently  cooled,  for 
fo  prefently  and  largely  they  fhould  abfolve  the 
cure,  if  their  confcious  .ignorance  within,  did  not 
condemn  their  febrilouf  efihnce  of  heat .  We  cannot 
therefore  fo  readily  fubmjt  our  belief, that  the  com¬ 
motion  of  our  bodies  in  a  feaver,  is  but  a  reverberium 
of  heats an  impetuous  agitation, and  only  a  bare  tem¬ 
ped:  ofheat:but  ther  isalfothe  interpofure  of  an  oc- 
cafional  vitiated  matter  of  kyiomt hoffility  againft  the 
nat  ive  economy  of  the  part’s,  theprotrufion  of  which 
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the  *Archeut  is  labouring  and  bufted  about.;  in  which 
cbnccrtatioq*  their  interferes  an  adventitious  ac- 
cenfon  5  the fywbo}le  of  its  indignation:  Which 
theory,  fo  long  as  it  (hall  be  negle&ed  in  the  Schools, 
the  cure  of  feavers  will  be  prepofierous  pernicious  and* 
conjetfural^  and  fo  all  not  worth  thanks  to  thePhy- 
fitian,  feeing  they  maybe  cured  by  the  fpontnne- 
ous  and  mercifull  goodnefte  of  nature;  and  we 
wifh  and  with  fubmifiion  advife  hat  Phyfrtians 
would  not  tamper  with  them  fo  much  as  they 
do. 

But  to  make  haft  to  the  argument  of  curing  by 
the  fubitaneous  precipitancy  of  cold  ,  the  Schools 
will  refpond,  It  is  a  dangerous  it inery  to  go  from 
one  extreame  to  another.  By  which  falve  of  their 
ignorance,  they  endeavour  to  ftop  the  mouths  of 
people ,  as  if  they  fpake  fome  thing  worth  our 
earcs  and  faith  .*  not  being  fenfible  of  their  mill 
inadvertency,  how  in  the  interrogation  of  their 
own  hypothejes  they  contradict  themfelves ,  when 
they  encomiate  rhkbotontg  chiefly  for  that  end ,  and 
dextralize  and  preferre  it  before  their  laxatives , 
that  it  prefently  and  aboundantly  helpeth  by  refri¬ 
geration  ^  and  therefore  in  their  nomenclature, 
have  prefum’d  to  give  it  the  appellation  of  an  eafy, 
quick  and  univerfal  help.  ^  For  its  ownimpoten- 
cy  grounded  in  ignorance,  they  diftortand  ftrain  to 
the  arbitrament  of  an  ill  underftood  and  worfe  ap- 
plyed  axiome :  Becaufe  truly  there  is  not  the  leaft 
queftion  to  be  made,  but  that  one  may  prefently 
cut  the  ropeof  a  man  hanged,  that  being  deprived 
of  aire,  he  might  enjoy  it  more  quickly.  Again, 
that  one  may  place  a  drowned  man  in  a  prone  po- 
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fturc,thathemay  ca#  forth  their ater  out  of  histwgf. 
One  may,  I  fay  ,  drag  out  feme  certain  body  to  the 
bankfidc:  and  may  prefently  free  a  wound  from 
\\\&texotick_mutfme  and  mdifyofition^  that  hath  pof- 
feffed  it,  and  bring  it  to  a  circatrke .  For  very  ma¬ 
ny  fuch  wounds  are  clofed  in  one  day  :  becaufe  the 
folution  of  continuity  want&nothingbut  its  reiini 
tion;  onemay  prefently  feta fraftured  or  diflcea 
ted  bone.  The  fick  may  likewife  be-refh>r  c  in 
the Epilepfte ^  Syncope^  Liporhymieb rid  Cratfrp  much 
fooner,  the  belly  loos'd  prefently  and  the  detenti¬ 
on  of  excrements  abfolved. and  may  prefently  Fop 
the  muliebrail  duxe.  For  it  is  not  tobefuppofed 
that  nature  rejoyceth  in  its  own  deftrufrion*  and 
that  weary  ofa  found  and  lovely  date  of  health,  is 
willing  to  open  the  gates  and  "let  in  grimfac’d re¬ 
pent  inous  Death  ,  and  fhould  refufe  a  Remedy  of 
that  noble  entelechy ,  which  fhould  fuddenly  expeil 
and  drive  out  the  malignant  difeafe,  except  fhe 
loves  to  be  thought  not  to  do  that,  which  in  podi- 
bilities  isbeft  of  all,  nor  to  defire  that  every  thing 
fhould  have  a  being,  and  be  conferved.  In  de- 
monflration  indeed,  it  is  accounted  impoflible  to 
go  on  from  one  extreame  to  another,  without  a 
mean,  and  that  mean  wholly  deny  all  inter  jacency: 
which  if  we  have  granted  in  naturalises  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  latitude,  we  (ball  deferve  to  be  adiudged  hi¬ 
therto  to  have  done  very  well,  and  whereof  not  to 
repent.  Verily  we  may  not  ferue  arid  urge  that  of 
demons  tration,  unto  fanation.  We.confefs  indeed 
rhat  t VieD.m  )  may  not  be  drawn  forth  by  V. tracer  • 
tcji s  all  at  a  time :  a £ alfo- to eliegd  e  rd!  the  purulent 
matter-  at  .qnco?  oht  of.'an  Apotorre,  r  not  good ; 
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neither  to  carry  one  frozen  witlrcold,  immediately 
to  an  Hypocau/t,  nor  to  feed  one  aboundantly  who 
is  almoft  ftarved  with  famine.  But  truly  the  flow  and 
neceflary  incefiion  of  mediocrity, or  theprogreflion 
from  one  estream  to  another,  doth  notconftrairr 
that,  as  fuch,  as  if  nature  fhould  make  averfatiotf 
from  fpeedy  opituiat  ion. 

Seeing  that  this  indication  is  peculiar,  natural!  t 
medullary,  and  intirely  proper  to  it.  But  thefe  things 
are  forbidden,  becaufetheexolutionof  the  powers 
thence  depending,  would  not  bear  thofe  fwift  moti¬ 
ons.  The  fchools  therefore  by  fophiftication  of  a 
caufe  not  as  a  caufe,  do  drive  the  lick  front  a  fpee¬ 
dy  remedy  which  they  have  not  ^  that  they  may 
veil  their  ignorance,and  introduce  their  enthymemcs 
among  the  common  people,  under  certain  Axi- 
omes  badly  directed.  For  as  often  as  nature  effedb, 
and  with  a  Trine, afpefts  the  pe  rfeft  fanation  of  dif- 
feales,  which  may  be  genuinely  accompHfhcd  in 
her  own  termes,  without  Ioffe  or  detriment  to  the 
powers,  (for  theconftellation  of  powers  hath  the 
Afcendand and  firft  houfe,  the  metrapolitane  place 
in  the/y/?e«?e  of  indications,!  whereby  it’s  the  foon- 
er  obtained,  and  manumitted  into  a  greater  J ubilee 
of  Nature,  as  we  have  often  oblerved  in  Fea- 
vers,with  much  plefure5and  profitable  admiration. 

Therefore  fin  plain  termes)  if  a  meer  heat  above 
or  againft  nature  be  the  Af cendant  in  the  Horizon 
of  Feavers, and  every  cure  ought  to  be  performed  by 
the  monomachy  orcivill  warres  of  debellative  con¬ 
traries:  there  is  required  therefore  a  pneternatur- 
all  refrigeration,  nam  ely  that  contraries  may  ftand 
fub  eodewgenm.  That  is  every  Feaver  fhould  ne- 

cef« 


i 


The  vanity  of  the  craft  ofVbyfc\  1 49 

cefiarily  be  cured  with  the  conclamate  cold  of  the 
ambient  .*  and  chiefly  becaufe  the  coM  of  the  cir- 
cum-ambient  aire  doth  colled:  ,  not  diflipate  the 
powers.  But  the  confequent  is  flilfe^  and  there' 
fore  the  Antecedent.  The  fchools  therefore  do  not 
intend  to  perfwade  into  a  gentiecalmneflejths.il 
ont\y  iMpetumfacienf  j:he  heat  in  feavers^b  y  the  ven  ¬ 
tilating  Rhetorick  of  phlebotomy:  but  they  chiefly 
refpeCt  the  ablation  of  the  bloudand  mitt  igat  ion 
ofaccidents,  which ufhers in  and  procures  the  de¬ 
bilitated  powers,  or  the  diminution  of  thebloud 
and  ftrength,  is  the  only  beam  in  their  eye,  and 
which  they  primarily  intend.  Whereby  witn  a 
more  colourable  deceit  they  may  call  that  a  freer 
refpiration  of  the  arteries.  Butwevery  flinch  e-  203 
fteem  theindication  which  concernes  the  real  1  con- 
fervation  of  the  powers,  8c  is  oppofite  to  themifer- 
able  and  anormous  depletion  of  the  veins  whatfoe- 
ver  becaufe  in  the  diminution  and  profternation  of 
the  powers  and  flrength  ,being  outed  or  their  zt~ 
gour 9  and  now  exanimated  into  a  dull  and  faint  my- 
cropfyehie^  nodifeafecanintheleaft  degice,orlarg- 
eft  latitud  of  intention  be  profligated  from  the  con¬ 
fines  of  vitality,  nor  doth  any  thing  remain  to  be 
done  by  the  Phyfitian,  but  to  (land  fora  cypher. 

Hippocrates  therefore  concludes  Nature,  to  be  the 
only  JEfculapius  of  difeafes  5  becaufe  the  indication 
which  is  defumed  from  conferving  the  powers, 
fhould  moderate  the  whole  fcope  ofthecure.Ther- 
fore  as  the  keeping  of  the  powers, is  theprime  indi¬ 
cation  perpendicular  to  health,  and  conducible  to 
perfect  rellauration ,  and  this  to  be  perfwaded  from 
the  convincing  arguments  of  reafonj  fo  alfo  its  cor- 
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relative  the  bloud ,  becaufe  it  containeth  them. 

^02  Hippocrates  indeed  it’s  con felled,  commands  to 
Jet  bloud  prefently  and  aboundantly  in  the  ftrenu- 
ous  plethora  of  Athletick_  bodies  and  that  the 
ichools  every  where  thunder  out  for  phlebotomy.  But 
their  allegations  for  that  in  the  cure olfeavers  and 
difeafes,  is  ortrcamly  ridiculous  and  worthy  the 
bl tribes  of  learned  men.  For  he  commands  not 
that  for  f  nr  of the  plethora  ,  although  their  veins 
might  Fufiiciently  abound  with  bloud  .*  butoncly 
lead  the  full-  lb  tiled  veffels  ilionldArtin  and  built 
in  the  exercife  of  flick  ftrength  .*  ot  here  wife,  what 
intercalation  or  advent  is  there  that  is  common  to 
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found  AthUtick: Era*'  pi ifers,  with  the.  cure  uf,Fea- 
vers  >  For  there  is  no  fear  of  a  pie  if.  ora  in  one  a  iHi  fo¬ 
od  with  a  Feaver^  nor  that  a  vein llioiild  be  broke 
by  exercife.  Yet  it  is  to  oe noted,  that  tne  deple¬ 
tions  of  bloud,  do  fo  behave  tl  emfely  s3  and  are 
at  fuch  a  pa  fie  /  Forafmuch  as  the  iuxufi  ore  exh  .  u- 
foion  of  the  powers  accruing  upon  the  libidinous  fi¬ 
eri  fices  to  the  Cyprian  D  u-sy  i s  1 neon ran  la,  becaufe 
ittakes  tvvay  from  the  innate  lpirit  of  the  heart. 
With  femblable  realbn  and  in  proximity  to  this, is 
rhedeffrufoive  exhaustion  made  by  phlebotomy,  for  - 
as  much  as  it  readily  and  prtvily  ftcales  away  and 
that  plent  ifully  the  influent  Archeus.  But  although 
the  malignant  tinfoure  and  influence  of  a  difeafe 
doth  perpendicularly  alfo  oppugn c  the  fyfyya  of 
powers  ;  yet  becaufe  it  doth  it  not  afj ati  fed  fe 
ftm,  therefore  the  ca.rdina  II  eflcfo,  is  rather  a  con- 
\uijitn  and  attrition  of  the  po  vers, then  a  real- :xkm- 
jhon. 

The  1  e  form  at  ion  therefore  of  the  frrcnsth  •  rom 


the 


T be  vanity  of  the  craft  of  P  byfic\  1 5 1 

the  difeafeof  attrityn  doth  more  eafily  and  readily 
bend  and  follow  the  auxiliary  hand  of  the  PhyfitLn 
then  from  that  ofexhaufi ion.  by  phlebotomy.  For 
thofe  who  in  any  difeafe  are  debilitated  by  bloud- 
letting,  areoftentimes  difappointed  of  the  Crift >, 
and  if  in  the  dilatory  expergefa&ion  from  a  dif- 
eafe3and  raifing  its  feige,  they  begin  to  recruit,  and 
nature  is  not  put  upon  fuch  hard  duty,  but  they 
now  become  a  little  better^  yet  they  pa ffe  out  at 
the  poftern  gate  and  narrow  way  of  many  anxieties, 
and  a  long  flux  of  time  it  is,  ere  the  fe  valetudina¬ 
ries  arrive  at  the  broad  and  plcafant  way  of  perfeft 
convalefcence3and  not  without  fear  of  thefrefh  a- 
larm  of  elufory  recidivation .  But  they  who  take 
their  decumbitureina  difeafe  without  phleboto¬ 
my,  areeafily  reftored,  and  by  and  by  attain  to  their 
priftine  fiate  of  fanity.  And  if  they  are  deftitutc 
of  remedies,  and  fometimes  are  driven  to  great  ex- 
tram  tys  5  yet  Nature  endeavors  the  Crifi s  and  doth 
refeft  them,  becaufe  although  their  firengthfuf- 
fer  a  conquaffation  by  a  difeafe,  yet  they  pe- 
rifh  not,  becaufe  no  exhauftion  by  Blood-let- 
ting. 

Wherefore  a  Phyftian  is  bound  by  the  peculiar  20 
dilates  of  confcience  and  charity  tohealthefick, 
not  by  a  fubitaneous  expoliation  of  the  powers,  as 
neither  by  the  dangers  flowing  from  thence3  nor 
yetbyabreviationoflife,  according  to  that  in  the 
Pfalmes,  my  fp irit  (hall  be  attenuated,  and  there¬ 
fore  my  daies  fhortned.  And  feeing  according  to 
Holy  writ,the  life  lurkes  in  the  bloud ,  therefore 
a  plentiful  profufion  ofbloud,  cannot  but  be  a  con- 
fiderable  prejudice  to  life. 

For' 
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For  precifeJy  the  perpetual  intention  of  Nature 
in  curing  leaver s,  hper  perfudores. 

*0 6  .And  therefor, e  the  reflux  or  periodical! exacerbati¬ 

ons  for  the  moil  part  are  checked  and  ended  by  the 
frofiuvMt  of  fweats.Eut^^/ei?^to/^  istheantartick 
pole,  is  diametrically  oppofite  to  this  intention. 
For  truly  it  vellicates  the  bloud  inwards, to  replete 
the  vefleis  empty  of  bloud  :  But  ferioufly  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  Nature  requifite  to  the  fanat  ion  of  leavers, 
proceeds  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference, 
from  the  Regalia  of  the  noble  parts  and  en¬ 
trails,  to  the  line  of  this  our  garriion,  the  Region  of 
th  cTelt.  But  that  bloud-letting  does  hurt  unavoid¬ 
ably,  by  the  dependent  neceffity  of  its  debilitation, 
we  need  no  ftrong  inducements  to  chai  me  our  be¬ 
lief,  although  flronger  andplethoriclg bodies,  may 
feem  to  them,  who  to  pafle  by  the  trouble  of  a  ju¬ 
dicial  and  ferious  penfitation3  are  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  they  find  and  witnefl'e  the  contrary  :  if 
that  holy  writ  which  tells  us,  that  the  life  dwells  in 
blonde  hath  not  weight  fufficient  to  engage  our  cre¬ 
dence  }  at  leaf!  it  may  be  made  manireft  by  the 
barbarous  logick  of rhlebotoMy,  pleafeyou  to  buf¬ 
fer  the  eafie  trouble  and  experiment  ofopeninga 
vein  and  bleedinglargely.  Forprefently  thecon- 
clufion  and  evidence  given  in  will  be,  lhat  the 
firengih  or  powers  &  theficl\  are  faint  and  fall  together. 
Therefore  if  in  demoniftration  fix  things  may  nota¬ 
bly  hurt ;  three  then  cannot  but  hurt,  though  not 
io 7  fofenfibly. 

Farre  therefore  from  the  rules  of  fober  verity 
and  equity  muft  his  anoimall  intentions  and  pra- 
dfife  wander,  who  being  delegated  to  cure  and  re¬ 
do  re 


ftorc  nature*  invents  and  tryes  waies  to  hurt  her, 
for  which  he  hath  not  the  lead:  permifiion,  ifna- 
turebeher  own  JEfculape ,  and  fo  much  the  more 
happy  and  fucceffeful,as  (he  is  dronger.For  let  it  be 
but  ferioufly  weighed  in  the  ballance,  and  by  the 
weighty  motive  of the  preffing  necefixties  and  mif- 
chiefs  that  follow,  and  it  will  evidently  appear 
that  Phyfitians  may  defervedly  fuffcrthelalhand 
Feel  compun&ion  for  their  inhumane  languifying 
pra&ifes.F or  is  it  not  enough  to  aPhyfitian  that  the 
lack  pines  and  begins  to  grow  faint,  under  the  bur¬ 
den  of  an  inexcufable  weaknefle  by  a  deplorable 
difeafe. ,  hunger  ,  Ioffe  ,  of  appetite ,  inqw etude ,  pains9 
anxieties ,  tp tickings^  fn>eate3  &c  ?  Nor  ought  a 
faithful  Adjuvant  or  helper  to  lay  load  upon  load,& 
add  weaknefle  to  weaknefles.Deceitful  is  thathelp 
which  phlebotomy  brings  and  his  remedy  fo  uncer¬ 
tain,  thatno  Phyfxtianhitherto  durftpromifefroin 
thence  future  fanation. 

In  earneftit  is  worthy  our  mod:  ferious  confider- 
at  ion,  when  wejtake  notice  how  every  Artificer 
performes  what  he  promifcs,  to  wit,  the  Image- 
maker  his  Image  ,  the- Builder  his  edifice,  ths 
Shooe-  maker  fashions  his  ihooes,  and  all  this  ad un~ 
guem.  But  alas  onely  a  Phyfitian,  in  a  cold  fiafme 
ofinconftancy,  dares  promife  nothing  of  his  Art : 
becaufe  the  infirm  nerves  of  his  ground  iw^&grand 
foundation  leanes  on  the  broken  reed  ofuncertain 
principles  5  by  accident  only,  and  mod:  times  de¬ 
ceitfully  profitable  :  becaufe  however  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  handled,  it  is  full  ofignorance  to  intend  cure 
by  procuring  weaknefle,  that  is,  by.  a  fudden  de¬ 
pletion  of  the  bloud,  largely  made  5  nature  being 
ff:  '  X  driven 
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driven  into  the  wild  field  of  conrufion  >  founds  a  re¬ 
treat  ,  and  negledis  the  expulfion  of  her  enemy*  - 
Which  expulfion  notwithstanding  3  needs  no  vo¬ 
lume  to  confirme,  that  being  the  Epitafts  or  heart 
of  thebufindTe,  or  the£/i/<?g«eand  Winding  up  of 
the  matter,  contains  the  whole/cewotfeavcrs  and 
nature.  Farther,  it's  an  indubitate  and  irrefragable 
truth.  That  the  febrile  matter  doth  not  take  up  its 
lodging  in  the  vein  above  the  heart :  andbycon- 
fequent,  that  th zfzmwaU  fomenting  or  ccoaftonatt 
matters  in  no  wile  exhaufted  or  let  out  by  the  key 

cures^by  the  direfr  and 
perpendicular  intention  of  healing,, 

Finally,  if  bloud-ktiing  be  concluded  for  there- 
fe&ion  of  the  arteries  through  the  facility  of per- 
fpiration,  it  is  wholly-fruftraneous  while  the  fea- 
ver  is  yet  in  Balnea,  and  in  itsafcenfion  bytheci/- 
max  of  aggravation  before  it  comes  to  the  fire  of 
fublimation,  and  hath  not  yet  mounted  the  Afdg£- 
nm  of  conflagration.;  And  feeing  that  not  r  its 
fixation  or  Stationary  pofftion, nor  alfo  in  itsni  <>- 
gradation  or  declenfionjbloudlettingi'slio.^whh  iv  -  - 
ceffary .  T herefore  never.  But  not  in  the ftate, 
is  proved;  becaufe  the  Crijis  is  hindyed,  feeing 
nature  (  as  they  write  )  is  moft  oppofed  and  ifnpe- 
dited  in  her  relu&ation  and  confliB  with  the  forren 
invafion  of  the  difeafe,  and  for  the  moft  part  re¬ 
turns  conquerour  ,  then  woulditbeinconfiderate 
and  invincible  dotage,  to  flank  her  files  and  fall 
foul  upon  her  in  the  rear,  by  a  rafli  attempt  of  vio¬ 
lating  her  force :  then  would  fhe  leaft  ofau.be  able 
to  fuffer  the  lofle  of  ftrength,  and  retreat  from  the 
duel.  But  if  in  thtsttfe  Nature  be  forc'd  to  refega 
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to  the  tyranny  o5  the  Conquerour,  what  fhall 
blond-letting  be,  any  other  then  meer  homicide  }  If 
therefore  in  the  ftate  it  is  not  convenient  to  open  a 
vein,  while  the  heat  is  in  its  Zenith ,  the  anxiety 
and  powerfulleft  refpiration  of  the  arteries  is  exa- 
gitated  .*  Farre  leffe-convenient  furely  will  it  be5m 
the  beginning  and  augmentation.  Efpecially  feeing 
that  in  the  firft  daies,  the  fear  of  a  plethora  vaniihes 
away,  and  fo  without  doubt  the  perfpiration  of 
the  arteries  is  eafy  enough.  But  that  difeafesin 
Terig£o  or  declination,  have  not  the  leaft  latitude 
or  intention  for  bloud-letting,  and  do  neither  re¬ 
quire  it,  nor  fuffer  it,  is  confefled  by  the  common 
confent  of  all,  and  is  fo  clear  as  needs  no  Apoix&3 
nor  cannot  efcapethe  moft  blear-eyed  and  regard- 
leffe  obfervation,  that  no  man  will  ever  eBay 
phlebotomy  in  the  declination  of  a  difeafe. 

Moreover  confider  we  that  in  the  meridian  of 
feavers,  the  blond  that  runnesinits  ecliptic^,  the 
veins,  is  cither  good,  or  bad,  or  neuter.  Ifgood, 
that  it  will  be  good  to  keep  good,  there’s  none  fo 
devoid  of  his  reafon  to  appear  webelieve  fo  much 
a  fceptick,to  difputeagainft  it :  becaufe  itaddesto 
the  ftrength.  For  (as  elfe where  we  h ave  lhewed_) 
thefear  ois,  plethora  even  ftraight  at  the  beginning, 
if  there  was  any,  eeafed.  ’  But  becaufe  in  the  Apo~ 
theofts  of  phleboromy  they  will  have  good  bloud 
emitted,  for  ventilation  and  difflation  of  putrefa¬ 
ction,  when  both  the  one  and  the  other  is  taken 
away  well  enough^  and  that  imaginary  good,  which 
they  fuppofe  in  the  ChpmAra  of  their  own  brains, 
hath  no  other  real  idea ,  or  footing,  butinthedi- 
ftra&ed  imaginations  of  the  contriver  s  and  abettors 
^  '  *  X  2  Of 
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of  this  fable>and  brings  nothing1  but  lofs  of  ftrengthv 
Moreover  the  ichools  teach  ,that  phlebotomy  m 
a  feaver,  is  not  commanded  becauleofthegood- 
ndle  of  bloud,  which  negative  Tbcfis  fuppofes  evill 
and  putrid.  But  they  will  otherwise  learn  when 
we  come  to  fhew  that  there  is  no  corrupt  thing  in 
the  Canals  of  the  veins  unto  the  laft  period  of ani¬ 
mation  $  and  confequently  this  drift  of  phleboto- . 
my  will  becalhiered.  Let  them  thereforedemon- 
ffrateto  us  the  malignity  ofthe  £/<?W,which  is  with* 
out  and  before  the  corruption  ofthe  fame-Next,how 
the  bad  bloud  is  kept  in  the  vein,  from  the  heart 
unto  the  Cubit,  if  they  will  have  this  their  device 
of  phlebotomy  ratified-  Let  them  tell  us,  I  fay, 
how  that  the  bad  bloud  is  notin  the  fil'd  recepta¬ 
cles,  and  the  bloud  being  brought  out  by  the  vei 
of  the  Cubit,  a  worfc  is  not  drawn  to  the  heart; 
where  the  -vena  Cava  makes  the  right  Jtnus  of  the 
heart.  Let  them  inform  us  likevvife  that  the fu- 
periour  veins  being  depleted,  there  is  not  greater 
liberty  and  impunity  for  both noxia  and  jebrili a  ta 
come  to  the  heart,  then  before:  yea,  that  in  the 
place  ofdifflating  corruption  (  which  in  feverity  of 
truth  we  have  proved  to  be  none  at  all )  there  is  not 
occafioned  rather  a  freer  paffage  ofthe  putrid  aire  to 
the  heart, towards  which  place  ferioufly, the  vacuity 
of  the  depleted  veins  doth  attrad  the  bloud  be¬ 
neath.  Let  them  fhew  I  fay,  how  the  effluvium  of 
bloud,  and  diminution  and  excifeoftheftrength 
by  xht  Cubit,  will  be  fuch  a  convenient  mother,  to 
own  fuch  a  produdion  as  will  impede  corruption, 
or  import  the  corrcdion  and  redintegration  of 
the  putrid.  Let  them  alfo  explain  themfdves  what 
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they  mean5when  ttuty  fay,  that  phlebotomy  (hould 
be  made,  that  the  arteries  may  more  freely  refpire, 
when  that  putrefadion^it  there  were  any  poffibi- 
l'ity  of  it  in  the  j  )  would  not  affed  th e  arterial 

bloud,  the  Iteward  of  whole  Nature.  Moreover 
let  them  prove  that  the  good  bloud  and  drength 
being  diminilh’d,  proportion  ably,  there  is  a  great¬ 
er  power  to  the  remaining  impure  and  inquinated 
by  corruption,  (  as  they  luppofej  of  preferring  it 
felf  from  the  putrefadion  that  is  imminent.  Let 
them  inftrud  us  likewife  contrary  to  Scripture ,  that 
the  life  and  foul  are  rather,  and  more  deledably 
in  the  remaining  contaminated  bloud,  then  in  the 
purer  that  is  taken  away  by  phlebotomy.  Other- 
wife  we  may  have  freedome  enough  to  conclude, 
that  the  letting  forth  of  the  good  ,  doth  necef. 
forily  and  regularly  include  the  augmented  frock 
6c  proportion, 8c  unbridled  licence  of  the  remaining 
evil  bloud.  What  if  then  in  the  feaver  and  veins 
the  bloud  be  bad,  and  they  fay  it  is  good  (  as  a  fign 
and  effed '  which  in  phlebotomy  flowes  forth  bad : 
and  fhould  they  effeem  fo  much  at  lead  of  the  tak¬ 
ing  away  of  bad  bloud^t  o  which  we  find  no  grounds 
for  our  belief  to  incline.  For,  firft  let  them  prove, 
whereby, that  their  incrimination  and  arraignement 
of  the  bloud  to  be  noxious,  may  appear  by  the  verdid* 
of  apodicticall  evidence  and  demondrationtobe  fo- 
indeed,  as  we  before  have,  and  by  and  by  fhall 
fully  acquit  and  find  not  guilty.  And  then  let 
them  indodrinate  us  how  by  luch  a  fuddenami 
large  emiffion  of  the  bad  bloud,  no  prejudice  is 
madeto  the  powers  and  drength  ;  and  that  the  re¬ 
maining  inquinatjsd  bloud,  the  drength  being  now 

•  \  ■ 
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diminifhed,  and  a  depletion  made  of  the  bloud, 
(hall  be  the  caufe  why  the  corruption  of  the  reft  of 
the  blond  is lefTe  able  to  proceed?  And  whether 
they  can  hope3  the  bloud  being,  after  what  manner 
foever,  once  putrified  in  the  veins,  that  from  fuch 
a  privation  there  can  be  in  nature  any  regreffion  ! 
And  alfo  let  them  (hew,  not  to  contradict  how  it 
is  proper  to  the  feaver  to  inquinate  the  bloud  it  felf, 
and  this  property  to  be  taken  away  b  polierior't^  to 
wit,  with  the  removing  oftheputrciyed  humour? 
For  if  at  .firft  the  impurer  bloud  be  drawn  out  of 
the  vein,  they  iterate  the  opening  of  a  vein,  and 
inth e.  interim  confternate  and  perturb  the  pow¬ 
ers,  and  thereby  take  away  all  hope  of  th eCrifisy 
which  if  it  come  out  redder  then  ordinary,  they 
cry  out  with  that  magnifying efteem, as  ifthe  whole 
heap  ofevill  were  taken  away  at  once,  and  as  if  the 
feat  offeavers  had  been  extended  in  a  paralell  line, 
only  from  the  continent  of  the  heart,  unto  th  cljth- 
ffius  of  theflexureofthe  Arme.*  butthegoodhad 
been  refidentiall  about  the  parenchymatick  Labo- 
ratorie  of  the  Liver.  But  we  h  ave  known  fear full 
evacuations  of  the  laft  excrements  'alwaies  in  the 
Or°ffj%  much  more  therefore  in  the  bare  taking 
away  of  bloud,  which  in  a  dired  line  takes  away 
the  vital  fpirits,  from  the  centre  of  the  heart  to  the 
circumference,  by  the  orifice  of  the  vein,  whether 
the  bloud  be  good,  or  bad,  or  neither. 

And  here  feeing  we  are  fallen  upon  it  fo  direftly, 
we  have  a  fair  opportunity  to  enquire  into  the  pu- 
trefa&ion  of  the  bloud  or  corruption  of  thefame, 
and  now  ftrifrly  to  arraign  and  examine  its  natur- 
alitks ,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  poflibilitie  for  it  to 
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outlive  the  faith  of  jhem  who  feek  to  bear  it  down.  '  , 
And  therefore  not  only  Amply  heterodox! call,  but  a 
very  rough* hewed  p^r^xz^alleveration  it  will 

feem  unto  inflexible  eares^  if  we  fay.  That  the  blond 
putrefies  not  in  the  veins  f ' and  perhaps  to  fome  as 
deeply  heretical  and  of  as  high  a  TinCture,  as  comes 
not  fliort  of  the  tranfubftantial  migration  of  the 
grapy  juice  of the  pa  pall  Sacramentarians. 

The  opinion  of  bad  and  corrupt  humours,  and 
worfebloud,  hath  been  the  Cantharidcs  to  phlebo¬ 
tomy  %  and  of  bloudy  difadvantage  in  the  method  of 
healing.  Let  the  fchools  therefore  know.  That 
the  blondnever  putrefies  in  the  veins ,  but  ( like  Gemini  21$ 

in  the  Zodiack,  or  Hippocrates  twins,  fits  line  or  Ec¬ 
liptic  kjt  runnes  in ,  the  vein  it  felf  putrefies  alf ),  as  m 
theTropicfiof  Gangrenes  and  mortifications .  Moreo¬ 
ver  like  precarious  mendicants,  they  Begge  the 
queftion,  who  let  out  the  bloud,  leaft  by  the  mag * 
net  of  its  ftagnancy  it  fhould  attract  and  be  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  puddle  of  pntrefa&ion.  Alfo  who 
affert,  A  fynochu*  or  Cattfus  to  be  generated  from 
v  the  embryo  of  putrefy  ed  bloud  in  the  womb  of  the 
veins.  Alfo  who  fay,  that  when  Mercury  the  bloud  ’ 
putrefies  in  the  Balneum  of  the  veins,  it  is  tranfmu- 
ted  into  choler.  If  we  fuppofe  that  fome  excre- 
mentitious,  forreigneand  alien  humours  and  femi- 
nalifies,  may  imprefle  a  / em  mall  mi  of  me  in  the  parts, 
by  a  breath  or  blaft  of  contagion  or  other  inquina- 
ting  ferment ,  and  thereby  diforder  and  pervert  the 
•functions,  yet  will  it  not  therefore  follow,  that  they 
are  capable  of  corruption  or  putrefaction.  F  or  p#- 
trefaUion ,  according  to  the  faith  of  that  great  Ele¬ 
ment  arift3Ariftotle5  Is  a  corruption  of  the  proper  heat  314 
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iecundutn  naturam,  in  every  hi^midum,  by  another 
heat  that  is  ambient.  Here  Ariftotle  requires  three 
things  neceflary  unto  corruption.  F irft  the  fubjeft 
or  matter  of  putrefa&ion^which  is,  unumquodque 
humidnm .  Secondly,  tho form  and  effettce  of  pu¬ 
trefaction,  namely,  the  corruptiouof  the  proper 
heat  from  its  own  natural  date,  fo  that  of  a  natur¬ 
al  date,  it  is  made  prater  naturam .  And  laftly,  the 
efficient  caufe,  to  wit,  the  heat  of  the  ambient. 
The  which  il  one  of  thefe  be  wanting,  corruption 
cannot  then  be  made. 

In  conformity  and  analogy  to  this,  Alexander 
lends  us  his  fuffirage,  in  lib.  12.  cap.  2.  where  he 
proves,  7 he  humours  do  not  putrrfie  in.  the  veins D  but 
that  they  are  rather  congealed  extra  vafa,  then  putre- 
fie.  If  they  putrefy  in  the  veins  ^  wormes  would  be 
generated,  becaufe  that  there  the  heat  is  more  vi¬ 
gorous,  then  inthelnteftines,  where  animals  are 
begotten  of  corruption,  foubcrtus  alfo  is  not  faire 
from  us,  thinking,  That  all  corruption  is  made  cum 
faetore.  But  in  the  veins  there  is  no  fetor?  There¬ 
fore  no  corruption,  foubertus  alfo  adds,  That  all 
things  arc  conferved  in  there  proper  places:  but  the 
veins  are  the  proper  Confervalories  of  the  bloud  and 
humours, therefore  putrefy  not.  Capri oUts  refponds 
to  this,  That  although  every  thing  is  conferved  in 
his  proper  place,  yet  the  fame  may  putrefy  from 
caufes  proceeding  fom  other  way.He  brings  an  exa¬ 
mple  of  wine, which  although  it  fhould  be  conferved 
almoft  alwaies  in  its  proper  veflels,  yet  fometimes^ 
it  is  corrupted  in  them  ,  and  putrefies  by  other 
caufes.  But  becaufe  it  is  indecorum  tathe  regulari¬ 
ties  of  vhilofophy  to  deny  Theorems  we  conftantly 
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affert,  every  thing  be  conferved  in  his  proper  re¬ 
ceptacle  or  native  confervatory.  To  the  example 
of  Caprioles  which  lie  brings  of  wine,  we  (hall  one- 
ly  fay?  That  2 vim  is  not  in  the  Hogs-  head  or  veffel, 
as  in  his  propernatural  place,  nor  hath  it  a  proper 
place,  when  it  is  not  contained  in  his  proper  term 
or  boundary  ;  for  the  wine  is  detained  in  the 
veffel  againft  his  nature.  And  thofe  bodies  which 
are  taken  away  by  external  force  and  injury,  have 
not  a  proper  and  natural  place.  Man  for  this  caufe 
ismortall. 

We  remain  alfo  doubtful  in  the  generall  Theory 
of  putrefaftion  5  for  we  find  it  not  an  unufuslijior 
laudable  )  cuftome  for  fluctuating  fpirits,  whofe 
lenity  of  belief  inclines,  orobltinacy  of  will  con- 
ftreins  them,  to  dilate  the  notions  of  things  beyond 
the  proprieties  of  their  naturs.Thefchools  they  fup- 
ponerequodlibstjttprobetur  quidlibet^ntheir  Theorems 
of  putrefaction,  which  we  thus  prove.*  Thebloud  is 
kept  fluid  even  in  a  Cadaver  or  dead  body,  in  its 
Trunk,  the  veins,  as  appear, by  the  confent  of  all 
Anatomy,  but  once  let  out  by  the  key  of  phlebo¬ 
tomy  doth  prtfently  by  the  deliquium  of  the  Ambi¬ 
ent,  condenfe  and  coagulate  into  cdchotar  fanguinis , 
clods.  Now  the  coagulation  of  the  bloudisthe 
prodr  omus  and  Alpha  only  of  putrefaction.  There¬ 
fore  if  the  veins  by  their  proper  balme,  (not  fhort 
ofthatof Memohfo^)  prefervethe  bloud  from  cor¬ 
ruption  in  a  dead  body,  much  more  will  they  in 

the  living.  _ 

Its  an  argument  a  minori  ad majw.  It  s  true  lotne 
fdrreign  excrements  may  perturb  thebloud  in  the 
veins, as  we  before  hinted,  to  wit,  the  furpltifage, 

,  :  Y  or 
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or  mean  retinue  as  well  of  their,own,as  another  di-  . 
geftjoft,  but  never  the  Lord  chief  T reafurer  of  life, 
the  blend,  Becaufe  according  to  feripture,  it  is  the 
Jeat ,  the  chamber  and  magazine  of  life .  If  therefore 
the  grand  feigniour  himlelf,the  life,  cannot  preferve 
his  own  throne  and  Treasury  in  the  metropolis  or 
Royaltieof  the  veins, from  the  invafion  or  treache¬ 
rous  undermining  of  that  petty  Rebell ,  corrupti¬ 
on,  from  becoming  competitor  or  Tenant  thereto, 
when  then  will  he  keep  it  /  And  how  can  it  be  e- 
ver  free  from  -  he  fame?  And  alio  if  the  life  cannot 
faveharinles  &  keep  indempnifiedfrom  the  charge 
of  purrefaftion^  the  bleu d0cujiosvit<c,  in  which  lhe 
fits  enthron’d  and  grewes  and  encreafes  in  glory 
and  vigour,  how  will  then  the  boneshe  preferv- 
218  ed> 

The  veins  therefore  are  ordain’d  by  the  high 
court  and  Councel  of  Heaven  to  be  Lord  Commif- 
fioners deputed  to  keep  the  bloud  from  corrupti¬ 
on  .*  becaufe  the  life  isconfcrmcnted  to  the  bloud 
of  the  veins,  and  therefore  both  are  call  out  by  the 
leafeof  ejedfment  of  bloud- lettings  they  both  to- 
getherhave  their  current  through  the  (luiceof  phle¬ 
botomy,  and  make  their  exit  at  one  door,  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  vein.  Tinder  this  queftion  therefore  the 
a  1 9  glory  and  deftination  of  Nature  doth  come  to  mm: 

or  the  whole  courfeof  healing  hitherto  ador’d  by 
Phyfitians.  Eut  put  the  cafe  that  k  be  fo,  By  what 
fignes  do  the  fchools  judgeof  putrid  bloud?  Is  it 
not  from  the  colour,  whiter,blacker:yellow,  gree- 
nifh.  or  brown ifh  f  From  the  matter  vifcous,t hick, 
waterifh,  thin,  &c?  And  at  lad  from  the  confi¬ 
dence,  not  febrous,  or  not  hanging  together  ?  But 

wc 
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We  declare  under  ttye  penalty  of  being  convi&ed  of  2  20 

a  ly  or  fuppos’d  thing,  if  any  one  pleale  to  tiy  and 
examine  the  bloud  of  two  hundred  common  lound 
perfons  emitted  in  one  day,  which  though  many 
of  them  may  be  very  unlike  in  afpedt,  colour,  mat- 
ter  and  confidence^  and  let  many  ofthefebe  di- 
ftill’d,  }  et  they  (hall  be  found  to  be  equally  ufefull 
and  profitable  in  healing.  For  although  many  of 
them  ihould  feem  putrid}fome  aeruginous  or  atrabi¬ 
lious:  yet  in  the  firft  place,  thefe  perfons  whence 
the  bloud  flowes  forth,  are  all  fuppos’d  to  be  found.  ^ 
Wherefore  we  have  flighted  the  table  of  judge¬ 
ments  from  t he m a fc 0 py  or  fight  of  the  extiave- 
nated  bloud,  and  have  concluded*  that  the  bloud 
commanded  by  the  Phyfitians  to  be  kept ,  vva.-> 
chiefly  for  this  reafon,  that  they  might  find  out  one 

•yifitationinthefiek*  . 

Verilv  if  putrefaction  of  bloud  hath  any  place, 
and  doth  demon firate  itsemifiion  from  that  title, 
it  takes  place  in  the  plague.  But  phlebotomy  in  the  222 
plague  is  deadly}  Therefore  there  is  never  no  pu¬ 
trefaction  in  the  bloud.  , 

Suppofealfotherebet/i/.^mcn  alike  afniued  with 

the  Pleurefy,  and  ten  of  them  give  forth  bloud  appa¬ 
rently  vitiated:  (for  the  bloud  ofyknretic 4  perfons 
is  like  to  red  wine  mixt  with  curdled  milk  )  the  o~ 
ther  twenty  Fie  undertake  to  cure  without  bloud- 
letting.  Certain  it  is,  that  thofe  twenty  have  their 
bio  ud  no  otherwife  affe&ed  then  thofe  ten,  who 
were  let  bloud.  And  again  that  thofe  twenty  that 
are  cured,  ifa  vein  were  opened,  their  bloud  fh all 
be  found  re&ified,  reftored  to  its  priftine  perfetti- 
on.and  farre differing  from  the  bloud  ohple upticks* 

.  v  Y  2  There- 
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Therforc  the  bloud  of p/e»re/?c4;perfonsisnot  cor-  - 
rupted, although  it  may  feem  fo :  becaufe  from  the 
Rack  pathes  of  corrupted  bloud,  there  is  no  return 
to  the  way  of  lite  and  faulty.  Black  bloud  therefore 
or  livid,  green,&c.donotfignifie  the  corruption  of 
it  .*  but  are  i)  n  fcolizations  of  only  its  effervefcence, 
or  fermentall  turbulency.  For  in  the  firft  place^if 
the  more  waterifh  and  yellow  bloud  dothdenote 
its  vitiofity,  the^rteri^bloudfliouldbefar  worfe 
then  the  bloud  in  the  veins  3  which  isfalle.  For 
theTreeoflife,  the  blond,  is  no  otherwife  diftin*- 
guifhed  from  theaforefaid  racemations,  then  as  the 
wine  is  troubled,  when  the  vine  flowers,  yet  is 
not  therefore  corrupted^ for  takeaway  the  trouble, 
and  it  returnes  again  to  its  priftine  ferenity  and 
234  clarity.  Solikowifeafeaver  doth varioufly affeft 
and  perturb  the  bloud,  and  difcoloratcit  withfun- 
dry  and  divers  faces.  But  thefe  larvations  vanifh, 
thefeaver  being  takena way.  Verily  thefe  H<e/na- 
tognotnifts  or  diviners  by  the  Thtfnomena  s  in  the 
blond,  in  their  Gnotnolegks  may  be  compared  to 
thofe  who  calculate  and  think  to  pnfie  judgement 
on  the  Radix  or  fcheam  of spanifi  wine,  by  the  af- 
cendant  of  their  pifle-pot  5  who  will  judge  ofgood 
or  bad  Canary  by  looking  on  their  urine.  Rut  they 
5  g0  on  to fay.That  if pitnfuffion  be  not  lodg’d  in  the 
bloud,  and  on  the  fcore  of  being  a  troublefome 
gueft,  why  doth  it  therefore  the  third  time,  and 
not  the  firft,  or  the  firft,  and  not  the  third  time, 
fpring  forth  with  a  blufh  purely  red  out  of  the  vein} 
But  this  argument  doth  onely  demon  (irate  one 
part  of  the  bloud  to  be  more  and  fooner  troubled 
then  the  other,  not  the  whole  or  altogether.  And 
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if  it  be  putrefiedjit  a^ailes  to  a  vert  the  putrefa&ion, 
then  in  vain  to  mitigate  the  feaver  by  refrigerati¬ 
on.  But  furely  thole  things  whatfoever,that  refift 
putrefa&ion,  are  hot.  Vox  myrrh  now  two  thou- 
landyeares  preferves  the  embalmed  Egyptian  Car- 
caffes^  which  other  wife  with  fuccory^  plantain,  and 
your  cooling  things  had  long  agoe  putrefied.  The 
putrefa&ion  therefore  of  the  humours,  of  the  bloud 
alfoand  the  fpiritsare  fabulous Jlories^&l  a  warring 
againft  them  more  ridiculous  then  a  fight  in jpuixot. 

We  adde  one  thing  more, whatfoever  has  once  apo-  2 
Jiatized  into  an  exotick  Diathejts  of  corruption  in  the 
body,nevr  returns  again  into  unity  or  favor.*But  the 
bloud  of  the  veins  how  foever  it  may  feem  corrupted 
returns  agan  into^wr.Therfore  it  hath  not  bin  once 
corrupted  :  The  Ma  jor  is  proved,becaufcorruption  237 
in  us,  isaneffeftof  the  fequeftration  of  the  vitall 
difpofitions.The  Minor  is  proved  by  thofe  cured  of 
the  Plague,  phurefy  &  feaver s  without  bloudletting.  238 

Alfo,  if  the  bloud  is  everjudged  to  be  putrid  or 
corrupt,  exifting  in  the  veins,  it  is  that  chiefly, 
which  is  hemorrhoidal! :  but  this  is  not  corrupt,  al¬ 
though  it  bealmoft  as  it  were  extravenated. There¬ 
fore  the  bloud  is  never  to  be  judged  putrid  in  the 
veins.  The  Major  the  whole  pra&ife  of  Chirnrgery , 
proves,  by  ulcers  begotten  of  the  hemorrhoids s. 

The  Minor  is  proved  ,  becaufe  we  make  a  met-  23S 
tall ,  a  ring  of  which  being  worne,  takes  away  the 
pain  of  the  hemorrhoides  in  a  little  fpace,  and  in 
twenty  four  hours  the  hemorrhoides  as^well  intern 
as  extern.vanilh  away,  although  they  be  greatly 
fwelled.  Therefore  that  bloud,  is  received  into  pii- 
ftine  favour,  and  they  feel  themfelveswelb 

What 
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What  hinders  now,  if  take?  upand  committed' 
to  the  managery  of  a  judicious  and  deliberate  per- 
pcnfion,  but  that  thisfabnlousjceite  of  putrid  blond- 
will  appear  on  all  hands  worthy  the  hifs  off  the  ftage 
of  medical  ihcoyctns  tor  phlebotomy  ^  3tKl  to  jc* 
count  it  but  in  the  lift  of  nothing.  Wherefore  in  fe- 
rious  verity  we  have  alwaies  found  that  thehelp 
produced  by  the  forcible  taking,  a  way  the  powers 
and  ftrength,  to  be  full  of  deceit  5  that  for  a  little 
cafe,  the  powers,  which  are  the  Atlas  of  difeafes , 
fhouldbe  enervated.  For  even  asa  drink  in  the 
infancy  of  a  feaver  fliould  be  an  adipfon,  and  feetn 
to  refrefhthe  thirft  a  little  by  <the  dugs  of  humifica¬ 
tion  .•  but  who  ,is  fo  mad  that  would  then  drink  , 
if  he  knew  that  it  would  take  away  his  necefiary 
ftrength.  Falfe  therefore,  deceitful ,  and  but  a 
momentary  help  is  that,; which  advenes  by  phlebo¬ 
tomy. 

But  they  go  on,  and  of  fome  (andthey  not  a 
few,  normeanly  wife, or  fo  accounted )  with  whom 
J  have  talked,  it  hath  been  their  laft  pin  to  (hut  up 
their  tedious  difeourfe,  and  with  others,  the  Her- 
cules,  and  main  pillar  oftheirfaith  in  the  premifes 
of  phlebotomy, to  juftifie  it  from  the  good  fucceffes 
ufually  attends  and  followes  it.  And  the  fchools 
themfelves  go  about  to  work  it  upon  our  be¬ 
lief  by  theRhetorick  ofitsgood  effeffs.  Certain¬ 
ly  it-is  an  injurious  method  unto  Philofophy  and 
Phyficks,  and  a  perpetual  promotion  of  ignorance, 
in  points  ofobfeurity  to  fall  upon  a  prefent  refuge 
of  that  reftleffe  ill  fuccefle  and  events.  And  to 
fpeak  tr  uly  an  hazardabledetermination  it  is  unto 
fluctuating  and  indifferent  effefts  to  affixe  a  pofi- 
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tive  type.  For  in#effe&s  of  farre  more  regular 
canfaliUes ,  difficulties  do  often  arile.  And  we 
can  with  a  little  pains  make  appear  what  rnifera- 
ble^bloudy,deftruftive  and  languifying effe&s  hath 
followed  it,  that  Ihalloutvye  and  bear  down  all 
the  mountains  of  good  they  can  heap  up.  For 
what  though  the  cruel  and  barbarouspra&ifes  o f 
thefe  pfetido-mtdiri  by  diminilhing  the  requifite 
quantity  of  bio  ud,  life  and  ftrength,  to  the  great 
and  almoft  irreparable  detriment  of  the  patient,  do 
by  exhaufting  the  veins  and  emaciating  the  body, 
bring  a  little  .eafe,  do  they  therefore  fttike  at  the 
roote  ofthedifeafe,  and  deftroy  the  cardinall  ef¬ 
ficient  thereof?  Nothing  leffe.  Now  concerning 
bloud  neither  good  norbad,  it  is  not  worth  fpeak- 
ing  of  inrefpe&ofphlebotomy.:  feeing  it  is  de¬ 
ny  ed  disjunctively,  it  mayalfo  bedenyed  copula- 
tively.  For whetherit.be natural,  which  confifts 
in  a  commixture  ofgood  with  the  depraved  (  fup- 
pofing  depraved  which  is  notj  or  that ,  to  which 
there  is  a  neutral  alteration  introduced,  in  each 
even  t  the  afprefaid  do  fatisfie. 

At  length  we  come  to  cut  off  the  Cable  of  that 
Anchorafpeiot  revulfi&n ,  and  fo  to  take  away  alike 
all  the  leffer  tackling  of Co^indicatipns,  that  as  in 
a  mappe  may  appear  the  dangerous  rock  of  thefe 
their  unleavened  Heterodoxes ,  as  the  miferable  and 
tenacious  fubterfuges  of  Pertinacy.  It  is  a  mad  help 
in  theoricall or  pra&ica/l phlebotomy  (for  they  com¬ 
monly  draw  out  and  exa&  a  plenty  of  it  for  this 
end  )  in  fhunning  th  e  Sqlla  ofjvavers  to  fall  into 
the  diary  bdjs  of  ntwfirua s  $ .  and  either  in  the  firff, 
orpnely  in  the  laft  to  let  blond  for  revulfion**  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  that  the  feavorifh  matter  doth  not  fwjm  in 
the  bloud,  or  fluftuate  in  the  veins,  as  a  fifh  _in  the 
water :  but  is  fixt  to  the  veflel  within.  And  in  the 
menstrua  s  likewise :  becaufe  that  the  federation  of 
it  is  made  out  ofthe  whole,  and  not  without  the 
leparatinghand  of  the  Archeu-f .  <But  phlebotomy 
verily  feparates  nothing  oi  things  feparable,  be¬ 
caufe  itads  withoutany  precognition  ot  an  end,  and 
fo  without  eleUion.  Buf  the  innoxious  bloud,  ana 
in  vicinity  or  proximity  to  the  apertion  ofthe  vef- 
fel,  perpetually  Bowes  forth  :  the  which,  becaufe 
afterward  in  a  continued  threed,  or  undulation, 
other  followes  hard  at  the  heels,  for  fear  o  £  vacuity. 
Therefore  the  whole  retinue  of inenftrucC  s  ^  about 
that  peculiar  monarchy  of  the  won/b%  that  have  been 
colle&ed  by  the  ftudy  and  labour  of  nature, are  then 
fegregated  by  the  deftru&ive  knife  of  phlebotomy, 
and  make  their  retroition  into  the  whole.  But  it 
phlebotomy  fometimes  in  a  plet brick,  and  eu chy¬ 
mous  woman,  may  have  the  plaudite  and  Elogie  to 
happen  fucceffefully,  yet  real  ly  in  many  others,  it 
procures  but  a  lamentable  Catajirophe .  •  For  if  by 
its  only  quantity  the  menftrue  (being  now  gathered 
and  difperfed  in  the  uterine  veins  )  fhould  offend, 
we  will  grant  the  individual  indication  of  phlebo¬ 
tomy,  and  id  this  only  fuppofed  Accident  atity  wil¬ 
lingly  admit  it.Butifthe  menUrue  flowes  in  a  womb 
of  a  laudable  con ffcitut ion,  it  aboundantly  fatisfies 
its  own  ends-  and  fo  forth revulfion is  in  vain,  al¬ 
though  theirH)^^e/>fuppofesitimpoffible;  For 
phlebotomy  is  nothing  elfe  but d  meet  add  indiftinfr 
depletion  of  blond .  F  or  the  veins  being  now  unna¬ 
turally  andunaccuftomably  emptied,they  do  attraft 
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feWesforthwith,  fr*>m  every  place,  and  any  bloud 
whatfoevcr.  Becaufe  as  they  are  the  greedy  Capfu- 
Iacs  of  bloud  fo  they  are  impatient  ot  vacuity.  But 
Derivation^  becaufe  it  is  a  parfimonious  effufipn  of 
bloud,  (fo  that  it  be  done  out  of  congruous  veins,  ) 
it  hath  profited  in  many  J^/c^difeafes,  but  is  whol¬ 
ly  impertinent  in/e^err. 

But  they  urge  with  that  confidence  and  inftance 
bloud-letting  to  be  fo  neceflary  in  the  pleurefy ,  that 
it  is  enjoined,  not  under  capitall  offence.  F or  they 
fay.  That  unlefle  the  confluent  bloud ,  a  veiling 
-the  pleura  or  thin  membrane  lining  the  cheft,  be 
revelled  by  a  large  effufion  of  bloud,  there  is  dan¬ 
ger,  that  the  pleurefy  would  kill  a  man  by  fuffoca- 
tion.But  their  Theory  is  wholly  befides the  mark, and 
they  level  only  at  the  productions  an deffeffis  of  dif- 
«afes,  and  not  the  caufes.  For  they. are  ignorant 
of  the  Nature  of a  pleurefy  in  the  material  caufe  of  its 
Generation ,  place  for  its  conception^  i  CandutUs  for  its 
Tradutfion,  Receptories  for  its  cufiomary  admjfion , 
and  its  penetrative  corroding  a&ivity  impregnated 
with  that  mtnanity  to  avell  the  pleura  or  lining  pf 
the  Thorax  from  the  ribs,  which  is  firmely  annexed 
and  immediately  adheres  unto  them,  by  the  medi¬ 
atory  ligation  of  numerous  folid  fibres.  Where?, 
fore  we  have  no  weighty  engagement  lies  upon  on? 
re  a fdn  to  concl  ude,t  hat  ihths  pknnjyfp  hlehb  torn)  hath 
no  place ,  nor  is  of noufefor  revulfum  and  derivation : 
but  for  the  meer  exhauftion  and  diminution  of  the 
bloud  and  firength;  fo  that  truly  Nature  greatly 
fearing  that  evaeuatipn,  doth  fuperfede,  and  defifts 
to  fend  plenty  of  bloud  about  the  pleura,  .Tis  nofc 
nuworthy  their  notice  taking  ,  and  fubflantiali 
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determination  whether  this,*with  fuch  a  notable 
and  fudden  Ioffe  of  ftrength  (3n  9  difeafe  wherein 
the  whole  burden  lies  upon  the  (boulders  of  the 
ftrength  and  powers ^be  not  to  be  cured,  a pofterioriy 
by  precaution  and  prevention  oft  he  increafe?  And 
whether  that  be  a  proceeding  to  the  con nexed  and 
fomenting  caufe,  while  they  convert  their  whole 
work  not  adfaciens^  fed.adfjtfumejfe?  For  mine 
own  part  and  in  me  its  neither  vanity  noffpride to 
fay,  and  let  it  not  be  a  grief  or  offence  to  any  of 
their  grave  obftinacies  and  vulgarities,  I  let  no  man 
bloud  in  th epleurefy ,  nor  have  not  fince  my  pcdati- 
tifme  and  junior  praffife  in  the  medical  profefiion, 
as  many  can  witnefle,  efpecially  thofe  who  have 
had  a  conffant  opportunity  for  fome  length  oftime 
to  fee  into,  and  be  inwardly  intimate  in  my  praftife 
and  cures:  and  fuch  a  cure  is  both/ */<?,  Jure,  profi¬ 
table  and  foliiL  None  of  them  have  mifcarried, 
whereas  thofe  that  are  let  bloud ,  after  a  long  Taber, 
and  lingring  death  perilh  moft  of  them,  and  have  a 
quotannall  recidivation.  For  according  to  Galen% 
whofoever  within  fourty  dales  are  not  perfeftly 
cured,  grow  tabid .  But  there  are  many  alive  in 
feveral  parts  of  this  Nation,  whocanteftify,  That 
I  cure  perfectly  within  few  dales  •>  nor  do  they  find 
ielapfes. 

Now  it  is  to  be  confidered  if  there  be  any  ufe 
of  Revulfionm  feavers.  For  in  footh,  feeing  pri¬ 
marily  there  is  no  other  need  of  revulfion,  then 
phlebotomy,  to  which  the  fucceeding  bloud  that  is 
about  to  flow,  is  hoped  for,  by  accident,  and  by 
the  benefit  of  which,  it  will  not  flow  to  the  place 
affe&ed.  According  to  which  Thefts  it  followes, 
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That  by  fuch  an  equation  the  peccant  feavorifh 
bloud,  difperfed  in  the  veins  wiil  be  drawn;  (con- 
niventer  / cqui )  which  otherwife,  latent  in  its  own 
neft,  farre  from  the  heart, would  not  communicate 
the  ferment  of  its  hurt  fo  haftily  and  fiercely  to  the 
heart.  Which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  That  by  fuch  a 
revulfion,  the  peccant  humour  would  be  drawn 
from  the  ignoble  part, to  the  more  noble.  For  more 
Crude  and  feculent  is  the  bloud  in  the  maze  and  La- 
bif  inth  of  the  mefaraick^  veins ;  but  more  defecate 
which  comes  to  the  pallace  of  life,  the  heart.  For 
otherwife  the  firft  weapons  of  mifehief  had  been 
placed  by  indifcret  nature  neer  the  fountain  of  life. 
Therefore  feeing  the  ftream  of  the  feavorifh  matter 
flowesnot  in  the  veins,  nor  takes  up  quarters  neer 
the  heart:  Farre  be  it  from  any  fober  head  to  fall 
into  that  dotage  to  believe,'  That  it  can  be  drawn 
forth,  or  caus’d  to  ffetft  its  quarters,  by  the  rude 
hand  of  phlebotomy,  however  oftentimes  a  multico¬ 
lor  ate  bloud  by  the  Court-  fhip  of  iterated  bfoud- 
lettings  may  be  fcnt  forth .  It’s  a  cruel  remedy  al- 
fo,  ifunto  the  place  of  the  emitted  bloud,  fome  0- 
ther  {hall  comefroni  more  remote  places*  For  fo 
the  tin&ure  of  labefadion  of  one  place ,  fhould  be 
communicated  to  the  whole  and  to  the  more  nobit 
parts. 

Finally  if  once  the  bid  Troops  of  etrorsofthe 
Ethnick f  were  difbanded  and  cafhidred  the  Regi¬ 
ment  of  knowledge,  the  pretended  Rcfcrmader,  or 
part  new  modelled  Modems  would  have  more  ten¬ 
der  regard  to  the  fife  of  their  neighbour  5  and 
would  likewife  know,  that  the childilh  Theory  of 
rcvulfions  are  but  vain  and  ridiculous  comments  V 
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and  that  the  lofie  of  the  Treafury  of  blond  and 
llrength  is  pernicious.}  and  that  there  is  no  hurt 
from  the  bloud  within  the  veins  }  but  only  from 
hcjlrle  and. alien  Excrements :  and  alfo  that  God  hath 
ordained  fufficient  Emun&oriesforany  filth  what- 
foever^  nor  is  there  any  need  of  inciting  the  veins 
for  the  cure  offeavers.  Thus  having  evidenced, at 
leaftmade  dubious  the  litigiousZ/3^ 
of  this  prattifeof  bloud-Ietting/we  think,and  have 
fome  grounds  to  be  confident,  that  the  ingenuity 
and  rationality  of  it  will  prevail  more  then  our 
flender  performances  5  whereby  to. fix  .as  a  very 

]argeclifcouragement,anddiflh'vieeto  thea&ivity 

of  thofe  fpirits  who  are  the  patrons  and  Cham¬ 
pions  of  this  praftife.  Herein  we  have  been  more 
elaborate,  and  the  longer  infilled,  becaufethe  er¬ 
ror  is;  material,  and  a  wicked  and  blaudy  pra ft ife, 
and  concemesoftimes  thelifeofman  v  an  error  to 
be  takemnotice  of  by  State,  ifthey  will  make  good 
that  title  and  divine  attribute  to  be  merciful  like 
Gods  as  they  are  called..  And  thus  we  could  not 
but  think  it  our  duty  ,  ('according  to  ourcapacity , ) 
wholly  to  fubvert  and  difrobe  this  blbudy  mantle 
of  the  exfecrable,  and  deftruftive  Theorems  and 
demick^ praftife  of  bloud-letting  }  the  fecond  man¬ 
ner  of  evacuation .  We  have  affigned  the  preceden¬ 
cy  and,  priority  to. purges  frqm  regular  idionomy  an  d 
propriety  of  natures  with  their  appellatives.  The  3 
manner  of  evacuation  of  evill  humours  follows. 

X. Tow  it  will  be  feafonablefor  us  to  come  to  the  3 
j_  A  wanner  of.  evacuation  of  the  f -hoots  yWhich  is  fon¬ 
tanels  or  i^«a,anotheruniverfal  main  pillar  of  heal¬ 
ing  :  and4to  examine  it  by  the  fire  of  truth,and  fub- 
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dichotomife  it  by  the  fevere  incifion  knife  of  ratio¬ 
nal!  argumentations.  Which  of  all  thefe  gcnerall 
remedies  hath  the  principality  of  verity  and  vertue^ 
ppd  tifeqpiimaoj  ip  fanation,  is  not  worth  the  dif* 
pute.  But  this  we  believe.  That  this  Trichotomy 
or  Ternary  of  Pvacemations  or  branches  of  the  mc- 
dicall  Root,  is  like  the  Taxus  of India  9  which  the 
firftyearbears)>«ir4thefecond,/^^/5  and  the  third 
year,  poifon:  and  conclude,  that  but  a  mean  ap- 
prehenfron  any  thing  well  palated,  vvill  find  no 
pleafant  taffin  this  pra&ife  neither,  except  he  have 
it  brawn’d  and  made  inguftible,  as  being  paved 
•wjth  thefreeTtone  of  Cuftome,and  the  blew  Theo¬ 
ry  ofthe  fchools.  We  fhall  therefore  endeavour  a 
full  delivery  hereofjdeclaring  the  grounds  of  doubt ^ 
and  rea Tons  of  denial  5  which  rightly  underftood, 
may,  if  not  overthrow,  yetfhrewdly  fhakethe  fe- 
curity  of  this  invention.Wherefore  we  will  declare 
the  ends  and  the  effects  of  FontaneUs  and  Cauteries. 

Cauteries  in  the  fir  ft  place  are  made  by  fire^ and  that 
either  aUuaUy  asbyaredhotlron  :  or  potentiality 
an  efcharotjcall cauftick.-F ont anells  alfo  by  a  razor, or 
inciflon  knife  cutting  fomething  away.Of  Jate,they 
have  a  trick  of  paring  away,(palpably  ]aniarious')8c 
wounding  th tmetnbrana  Carnofa.  But  others  prefer  a 
wound  by  fire,or  Caufiick^ fitted  to  it, which  isjayed 
open  by  incifion.-becaufe  that  by  the  a&ual  heat  and 
ficcity  ,they  are  led  to  think  the  flux  of  humors  is  bet* 
ter  impeded  8c  flopped  in  their  defeent.  As  if  in  fuch 
a  tantillation  or  moment  oftime,  the  firefhould 
burne  fomething  befldes  the  Efchar $  or  exficcate 
lome  other  thing,  which  they  feigne  is  about  to 
flow  to  the  wound.  And  on  both  fides,  thefe  dreams 
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are  magnifyed  by  the  fchools.  c  Vain  thereforeare 
the  Cauteries  or  Fontanellsy  for  the  Revuljion  and 
Exhaustion  of  humours,  which  have  no  realexift- 

238  ence  in  nature.  For  ^the  adored  Fontanel/ (forfo 
they  have  chriflned  their  wounds  made  in  the  fklh, 
that  the  poor  deluded  vulgar  may  believe,  that 
thereby  dileafes  are  exhaufted,  asby  a  fountain  ) 
helpes nothing,  before  the cvuftouSef char  be  taken 
away:,  and  the  veftigiaries  ofheatanddryneiTebc 
firft  removed.  Becaufe  the  protoplaft  or  primi¬ 
tive  ordainmcnt  of  a  Cautery,  had  excretion  for 
its  objeft;  which  takes  not  the  chairjior  Bowes  not, 
till  theebbordecidency of th eefchar :  andin  itscx- 
fudaticn  can  lefs  tranfpirfc  through  the  obdurate  ob* 
ftru&ed  e/chxTy then  thorow  the  integral  porous  pelt. 
Hence  therfore  the  mod  rn  Vyhjiiians  have  determined 
thathowfbever  the  Fontaneil  was  made,atleaft  they 
would  make  folution  of  continuity  ,  and  keep  it  di« 

239  videcLFor  what  God  hath  made  and  ordained  in  its 
integrality  o  be  kept  untoucht,  and  adjudged  to  be 
beft,  feems  unto  the  controuling  ignorance ofthe 
fchools  ,  better  to  be  vulnerated  and  divided,  and 
fo  kept.  To  be  wounded  therefore,  and  keep 
wounds  open,  avails  much  to  the  health. of  the 
fchools.  And  ferioufjy  it  is  worth  our  notice,  but 
more  our  wonder,  that  they  have  not  put 
wounding  among  their  Canons  of  conferving 
health:  forafmuch  as  Cauteries  or  permanent  wounds 
are  thought  to  befoneerly  related  to  it.  But  the 
difference  betwixt  wounding  and  burning  is  only 
this,  that  there  happens  an  emiflion  of  blqud  * 
which  one  would  think,  under  that  title,  fhould 
excell  with  the  fchools,  unleffethedeceitfulnede 

of 


The  vanity  of  the  craft  of  Pbyfc\. 

of  phlebotomy  had,difcovered  it  felf.  They  pre- 
fume  and  pofitively  conclude  forfooth,  That  a  Cau¬ 
tery  pr  new  Impofed  Fontanell  is  a  new  Emunttory^ 
by  which  Phyfitians  may  compel!  Nature  with  a 
wet  finger  to  exonerate  her  felf.  All  which  I  fay 
the  fchools  have  drawn  intoprariife,  upon  the  de- 
figne  of  evacuation  and  exficcation  of  fuperfluities, 
wildly  imagining  to  comprehend  the  competent 
quantity  ofbloud,  Generation  of  the  exotick  ex¬ 
crement,  and  eafy  expulfion  of  the  fame  under  the 
fingle  fynonyma  of  Fontanell s  or  Ifliies:  whereby 
they  can  cite  or  fummcn  the  Catarrhal! feminalities 
and  radicities  to  make  perfonal  appearance  before 
the  Barre  of  the  wqunds  orifice,  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  Phyfitian.  So  that  at  this  fluice  of Fontanells  is 
expulfed  the  Nilus  of  defluxions,  and  particular 
ftreams  of gleeting  humours,  and  it  is  now  become 
a  Cardinal!  point  in  the  medieallcompafleamam 
pillar  c  C  h  eal ing,  and  a  Cat arragogall  Remedy  cry- 
ed  up  even  to  p*.  Ipitifing,  and  has  fofarre prevail¬ 
ed,  that  now  alio  they  area  pplyed  unto  children 
who  have  not  yet  attain’d  unto  3  Tolar  revolutioas: 
yea  that  univerfalky  it  hath  acquired,  that  it  is  the 
only  remedy  and  refuge  not  only  of  very  rzmv  Inter¬ 
nally  butalfoofmoft  £x*erarf#and  Cutany  aeferirs. 
But  for  our  own  part  in  the  fir  ft  place,  we  look  up¬ 
on  Fontanells  to  contain  implicite  blafphemy  , 
whereby  they  openly  accufe  the  Creator  of  infuffi- 
ciency  in  compofing  Emtinffories-  And  alio  we 
have  fuffered  above  two  hundred  Fontanell s  or  Ifr. 
fnes  to  dry  up,  and  have  advifed  to  incarnate  them,*’ 
and  bring  them  to  a  Cicatrize,  which  hitherto,  fo 
farrc  as  we  know ,  none  have  had  caufe  to  re- 
s.  pent. 
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pent-  And  laftly  we  have  considered  the  childifH 
prcfumption  of  Ph)  fitians,  in  that  they  fo  ferioufly 
perfvvadethemlelveSjthey  can  engage  nature  in  her 
pafiive  aufcultatory  faculties  to  follow  their  com¬ 
mands,  and  expell  the  catarrh  or  defluxion  at  the 
hole  that  they  have  made  in  the  flefh.  That//- 
&um  /^^j/^i/e  ofcatarrh^hath  beer)  a  very  conve¬ 
nient  mother  indeed  to  bring  forth  theprodu&ion 
ofFontanells : w  h ich  Theory  being  denyed,the  ground 
of  FotitaneUs  * s  a  vain  thing.  For  thefchools  teach, 
That  by  Fontanells,  evil,  yea  exitious  humours  are 
forced  out  of  the  body,  which  otherwife  would 
be  either  fent  to  another  place,  or  by  its  declive 
tendency  would  voluntarily  flow  downwards.  Its 
well  truly,  that  Nature  with  aloofe  rein,  againff 
her  will  muft  danceattendahce  and  wait  upon  the 
pleafure  ofPhyfitians,and  theapertion  ofthefkin^ 
that  by  that  way  (he  may  exonerate  her  fdf  of  that 
unprofitable  burden ,  which  oi  herwife  would  de¬ 
cline  towards  a  more  noble  member.  As  if  Dame 
nature  by  h erMercurksorEmijf&ies  fhoufd  denounce 
her  open  and  juft  anger,  and  threaten  thus.  Woe 
be  unto  you,unlefle  you  keep  open  for  me  thefc*- 
hrana  carnofa  with  a  wound,  when  it  fhallfeem.  good 
unto  you,  thatyemay  appeafemv  fury  by  RevuU 
pon ,  and  a  vert  me  from  the  opinion  of  dimiffion  . 
For  otherwife,  that  which  by  a  fubcutaneous  ex¬ 
purgation,  fhould  be  fent  out 'by  the  high-  way  and 
fink  of  all  fordid  excrements,  I  will  now  retrafr;  in 
revenge,,  by  the  privy  Gardeh  of  fome  noble  mem¬ 
ber.  But  I  pray  you  ,w'Ould  itnot  amufe  the  a&ivity 
©f  any  fophiflicnl  head  to  tell  us,  from  what  centre, 
er  ample  fource  or  head  oft  he  fountain,  this  cor¬ 
rupt 
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rupt  ftream  of  evillbumours  is  delapfed,and  comes 
to  make  this  progre fie  >  what  is  there  in  the  liver, 
the  Shop  and  Forge  of  the  four  humours,  as  they 
are  pleated  to  have  it  ?  In  earned  ’tis  a  §u£rie not 
below  a  folid  determination,  how  the  chanelof  this 
cvill  humour,  having  fo  hard,  long  and  falebrous 
way,  fo  many  creeks  and  intricate  windingsand 
turnings  in  its  paffage  from  the  Metropolis"  of  the 
liver  thorow  the  Strand  of  the  venacava^nd  fo  tho- 
row  the  Weflminfter  of  the  Heart ,  wildly  ranging, 
into  the  America  and  untravelled  parts  of  the  body 
'  can  be  carryed  unto  the  utmoft  confines  of  the  £/?/■• 
dermis  or  fcarfe  tkin  of  the  Arme,  Leg,  or  neck, 
not  in  the  lead  contaminating  the bloud,.  but  the 
humour  it  felf  keeping  its  primitive  virginity,  and 
all  this  while  remaining  purely  fin  cere  >  Tis  a  very 
cruel  TLmmttory  truly  which  leads  an  evil  humour 
thorow  the  Fountain  of  life.  And  fo  a  cruel  Phy- 
fitianj  and  more  cruel  Schools  which  commands 
a  noxious  humour  to  be  carryed  tb  oro w  thehear  t. 

The  fchools  they  teach.  That  the  greateff  part 
of  man-kind  is  in  fubje&ion  to  the  Tyranny  of  a 
ColdDiffemper  of  the  flomackjk  an  hot  dijiemper  of  the 
liver^and  that  from  the  ftomackJl  during  the  wholeadt 
of  Concotfion,  (as  abfurd  as  the  former  )  doth  fub- 
lime  and  afeend  whole  clouds  of  vapours  ( the  ante- 
cedent  matter  of  Catarrhs  )  into  theF^/f/or  lowed: 
part  of  the  brain,  and  there  fix  upon  a  plane  :  and 
that  the  Brain  by  its  native  Temperament,  being 
told ,  and  fet  like  a  cover  over  a  boiling  pot,  or 
the  head  of  an  Alemhick  5  in  the  bighed  Keg/0#  of 
the  Body}  and  fo  all  thofe  vapours  that  mount  in- 
tpit.  by  thehelpofthelocall^/dofthc  Brain*  are 
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again  condenfed  into  water,  th^  vchrrulum  or  mate-, 
riallcaufe  ofallerratick  pains,  the  which  fontanel's 
adopted  by  the  p<cdant/cltfchoo\s  as  their  Minerva, 
is  the  only- midwife  to  deliver.  Now  what  can 
fmell  more  of  ftupidity  andadullphlegmaticko* 
pinion ,  then  this  wild  irregular  theju  of  the  fchools? 
But  we  will  defcend  to  fuppofe3  that  this  current  of 
evil  humors  at  this  day  unknown,  may  challenge  the 
grain  (  one  of  the  moil  noble  parts  of  the  body  )  few 
its  origination  and  Fountain  :  But  where  I  pray 
you  >  Whether  or  no3  is  it  generated  in  any  hnkef 
the  grain  ?  either  in  the  ventricles  ?  Or  in  the  Pelvis, 
or  brain  tumell  >  Not  t  ruly  in  the  firft:  for  the  ven¬ 
tricles  of  the  brain  -cannot  be  the  magasinetindnaRi 
of  this  foul  evil  humour,  without  prfeent  danger 
of  death,  or  the  ineviteable  introduction .  of  an  A- 
foplexy,  or  uni  ver  fall  Palfie  :  if  the  dodrine  01  th  e 
fchoolSj  concerrning  the  origination  of  thefe  dif- 
eafes,  hand  firm:-.  Or  in  thepelpfcoi  theBraiii3ca*F 
this  ill  humour,  which  before  was  good,  be  creat¬ 
ed/  For  in  the  bafts  of  the  brain  is  a  narrowplace 
called  the  Pelvis ,  "or  brain  tunnel,  which  fendeth 
two  fmall  tubes,  or  outlets,  toward  the  nollriUs, 
and  as  many  backward  toward  the  neck*  Which 
Cavities  only  could  the  Afcendant  vapour  infinuate 
it  felf  into  $  and  thofe  are  ever  repleted  with  a  muc- 
cous  or  vifeid  excrement ,  and  perpetually  by  a  kind 
ofguttulous  diftillation,  difehargeitdownof  their 
own  accord  into  the  pal/at^ndNoJlrils^s  the  proper 
FmmUorks  or  dreignes  of  the  braln3  deftined  to 
the  evacuation  of  the  (limy  redundant  humours : 
and  therefore  need  no  other  vent  or  exit,  as  that 
unneceffary  one  of  a  Font anell  or  Cautery.  But 
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What  adeftru<!Hvem^n  is  he.  and  what  an  unworthy 
depraved  quality  it  Js,tomaleficiatea  humor  in  any 
part  of  the  Head,  which  before  was  good ,  that  he 
may  from  thence  bringa  malignant  one  to  fome  in- 
Percutaneous  part,  which  thePhyfitian  commands 
to  be  wounded  d  And  how  obedient  is  that,  which 
being  an  evil  humour,(and  doubtleile  over  and  be- 
fides  but  a  dead  excrement )  will  fufler  it  felf  to  be 
wracked  and  hurried  to  another  place,  which  at  a- 
nother  time,  and  another  place,  not  a  whit  follici- 
touset  the  (Economy  of  life,  by  its  own  fingle  decli- 
vity  conformes  to  the  lawes  of  its  fltuation  !  Lafl> 
ly  thefe  things  thqugh  conceded,  yet  it  would  want 
theefi’ence  and  Etymon  ofa  humour,  and  by  eonfe- 
quenceofan  evil  humour,  namel},  fleam,  one  of 
the  four.  For  whatfoever  doth  once  fleam  up  from 
the  furnace  of  the  flomack  in  a  vapour,  and  con¬ 
cretes  into  dropSjis  neither  thick,  nor  vifeous  or  te¬ 
nacious,  nor  one  of  the  four  imaginary  humours 
made,  in  the  Eutopia  of  the  Liver  j  butfhouldbea 
pofthume  guttulous  liquor.  Wherefore  ifthe  de¬ 
praved  impreflion  of  the  evil  humour,  thefindl 
caufeofa  Fontanel 7,  be  not  forged  neither  in  the  £i- 
wr,  Brain,  nor  Stomach,  what  then  fhali  be  the 
mint  of  thefe  evil  humours  for  Catarrhs  >  Of  what 
part  and  how  high  is  it  that  hurles  it  forth,  where¬ 
by  it  may  be  carried  more  readily,  and  downward 
according  to  its  tendency, unto  the  hole  of  the  Fon¬ 
tanel. 

Thus  the fchpoJs  being  on  all  fides  comprefled  in 
fueh  a  ftjait  of  trifles,  are  forced  to  confefle.  That 
there  is  not  any  evil  humoltr  fent  down  to  thedffue 
or  hole  of  tb tFontanell:  butrhat  the  bloud  turnes 
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Apoftate  in  the  wound  it  felf,  and  (ides  ill  difpo£ 
ed.  For  this  is  genial  1  to  all  wounds  which  lack 
balfam.  Certainly  if  the  fchools  would  conde- 
fcend  to  a  ferious  examination  of  that  Aphorifme, 
Dnm  pus fitjnaj  or  dolor  Jal  orj&febrfa  \cpt4tft  facto  pure: 
they  fhould  know  that  rhe  Tvs  is  materially  produ- 
cedofbloud,  bythelabours  of  the  faculties,  and 
confequently,that  for  the  fame  ends  purulent  mat¬ 
ter  is  coveted  in  a  FoniancU .  Which  being  fo,  the 
‘Ihejis  falls  down,  which  fuppofes  bad  humours  are 
brought  forth  by  a  Caul ery  or  Fontanell. 

2.  That  the  expulfion  of  the  pus  made  in  the 
wound,  is  net  out  of  the  centre  of  the  body. 

3.  That  it  is  not  an  excrement  of  the  d<  fluent 
Catarrhe. 

4.  That  FontaneUs  do  not  purge  bad  hum  ours, 
which  tranfmutes  the  elixir  of  good  bloud,  into  a 
Caput  tnortuum  of  an  excrement ,by  the  At  hart  or  01  the 
digeftive  faculty. 

5.  FontaneUs  avail  nothing  to  the  precaution  of  a 
malignant  humour,  which  is  topkaUp  made  in  the 
fides  of  the  wound. 

6.  Tus  and  Sanies  cannot  retreat  from  the  'turn- 
pike,  or  orifice  ohheulcer, and  fall  into  the  Quarters 
of  a  noble  part,much  lefie  good  bloud,of  which  the 
Tv*  is  made. 

7.  If  the  bloud,  of  good,  be  made  an  evil  hu¬ 
mour,  before  it  advenes  to  the  Fontanell  \  then  Na¬ 
ture  defignes  to  fend  fome  evil  from  the  made  of 
bloud,  unto  the  wounded  part  only,  that  fhe  may 
nourifhit,  orthis  is  ordinary  in  every part:  Then 
Nature  is  delapfcd  into  that  dotageand  folly,  that 
5hall  out-do  Him  ,  who-to  the  end  bfeHorfe  back 

might 
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oiight  not  bear  too  heavy  a  burden,  took  it  off  and 
Jayed  it  on  hisowtl  neckband  fo  rode  upon  him  in 
that  equipage.  /  ■ 

8.  Tis  ridiculous, .  when  that  there  is  ftore 
of  pus  made,  to  fay,  the  Fontanel/  is  well  purged. 
Seeing  that  foul  error,  and  aberration  into  de¬ 
monstrates  the  Apofkifie  of  the  good  bloud  into 
corruption.  And  moreover  if  he  who  hath  a  Fon- 
taneU, or  Iffueasit  is  called:,  be  not  welkin  the  ftead 
of  pus  of  a  laudable  conftitution,  there  doth  weep 
forth  the  lachrymations  of  an  ichorous  fubftance. 

9.  If  therefore  at  the  port  hole,  or  fcupperof 
the  Fontanel/,  there  is  a  pumping  out  or  evacuation 
of  ill  humours,  it  unavoidably  followes,  that  the 
man  fhould  feel  him felf  better,  when  theftream 
of  ichorous  matter  flowes  out,  then\when  pus  is 
made :  which  is  falfe  in  the  Thefts. 

Hence  therefore  there  is  a  genuine  illation,  That 
it  is  no  feleft  evil  humour  or  pernicious  excrement, 
which  in  its  irrefiftible  decidency  would  violate  a- 
notherpart,  that  is  expulfed  by  the  Fontanel/ :  but 
the  totality  of  fubftance,  whether  \tbe  pus  >  or  a 
thin  virulent  matter,  is  no  other  thing  then  meer 
blond ,  deputed  to  thenourifhingof  the  cauterized 
or  wounded  part,  and  there  corrupted  by  the  di- 
ftemper  of  the  part :  and  fo  the  corruption  of  it,  to 
mcafure  the  benignity  and  malignity  of  digeftion, 
in  the  place  of  the  Fontanel l.  And  therefore  whil  ft 
the  whole  Archeus  after  what  manner  foever  la¬ 
bours,  there  is  alfo  the  greater  infirmity  of  digefti- 
oninth e  Fontanel/,  and  the  pus  is  nearer  to.  putre¬ 
faction.  And  hitherto  the  Fontanel  by  reaforf  of 
the  more  powerful  hurt  of  digeftion  then  is  accu- 

Aa  3  ftomed 
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Homed  doth  w£e p  forth  an  Ichor.  Therefore  its 
the  defrre  of  the  fchools  that Cpf  innocuous  bloud 
ftore  of  pus  may  be  made,  and  of  a  laudable  colour 
244  white.  ’  And  that  they  are  pieafed  to  fay  hath  purg! 

ed  well,  if  any  plenty  of  bloud  be  corrupted  in  the 
laft  digeftion,  The  which,  ifit  wereftriftly  con- 
ftdered,  then  would  it  be  made  manifeft,  that  a 
Cautei  y  or  Fontanett is  not  fet  to  the  exp  urgatjon  of 
a  malignant  humour  ,  nor  that, there: is  any  exi- 
.  Hence  ufan  ill  humour  :*  but  only  to  the  dim initli- 
ing  of  the  redundancy  of  bloud ,  and  fo  in  the  be- 
2  holding  of  jf  plethora  dope.  Whence  we  have  a 
4  >  fair  opportunity  tovcolled,  .that  they  are  to  be  ex¬ 
punged  out  of  the  lift  of  remedy es  convenient  to 
youth 6 or  emaciated  bodies,  or  oppreffed  with  any 
difeafe  j  fo  neither  to  moderate  Livers  and  leaft  of 
all  to  abfte'mious  perfons,  are  they  f  without  dan- 
246  ger  )  to.bqy^nlyed.  But  they  have  not  yet  disco¬ 
vered  themicives  to  be  fo  well  learned  todiftin- 
•guifli,  whether  the  pus  in  the  Fontanel  be  generat¬ 
ed  of  bloud  alone,  or  of  one  of  the  four  conceited 
humours.^  or  of  q  commixture  of  the  four.  If  the  " 
evidence  offrutlfgo-oh  thefirft  s  fide,  then  the  pus 
{liquid ‘not  be  of  a  bad,  but  of  the  be  ft  of  the  four 
humours.*  and  fo  the  Fontanel  (hall  be  in  vain,  and 
the  beft  pm  or  effed  of  the  Fon  tanel  fliall  he  worft, 
feeing  it  is4  nothing  but  the  corruption  of  the  beft" 
But  ifyheydre pleafed  fo  well  to  opinion,  and  had 
rather  comment,  That  the  bloud  was  not  ev  il  be- 
fore,  but  may  be  made  bad  in  its  range  and  ftrag- 
Upg  froip  hjs  o.tbfjr;three  comrades.  But  theother 
thr ce3:  jnrthjs t  rj.pgr  j^tory  Iteration  fhalfeven  then 
bo  woffe  ha-ugh.i:y*packs  ihen  the  folitary  blond, 
l  and 
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and  a  fontanel  that  irrupts  the  good  and  innocent 
bloud,  may  not  be  made  for  every  event  without 
a  bad  end  .  But  ifthey  will  have  the /w  to  be  made 
out  of  a  Tetraf)  ncrafy  or  comnrixlur)!  of  the  humors 
then  a  Fontanel  ers  in  the  endrfeing  the  Fontanel  a- 
vails,  not  to  the  expurgation  of maligne  humours 
but  corrupting  the  good,  fent  unto  it  daily  by  un¬ 
erring  Nature, for  aliment.  '  Finally,  a  Fontanel 
cannot  be  ad  judged  the  Inflit  uriou2  as  th e precaution 
of  a  Catarrherfor  otherwife  the  matter  of  a  Catarrh 
fhouid  not  be  a  vapour,nor  fleam  5but  the  bloud  it 
felf,  which  the  Fontanel  corrupts  in  it  fdf.  For 
pus  is  not  made- of  pituitous  matter  5  but  of  the 
bloud  only,  as  is  fufficiently  taught  in  the  fchools. 
Therefore  by  the  ferious  indication  of  the  offence 
of  pus  in  its  matter  and  efficient y  the  ends  of  Caute-' 
rie  and  Fontanels,  and  expurgation  of  -  Catarrhs- 
an  bad  humours  would  vanifh  away.  Yea  tru1  y  ' 
any  lymptome  of  wounds  being  removed,  in  Caul 
er;cr  or  Fontanells ,  and  a  valetudinary  ftatefup- 
pofed,'  itisneceflary,  that  the  folution  ofcontinu-' 
3^y  bring  pus  into  the  Fontanel  5  and  that  tnay  not 
flow’ from  home  other  place-  but  be  generated  in 
thepart.it  felf. The  Archcm  alfo  doth  daily  difpence 
prop.ortionably  fo  much  bloud  to  the  parts,  as  may 
ierve  for  their  nutrition.  Therefore  Pus  is  nothing 
but  the  vit  iated  bloud in  that  part  which  is  wound¬ 
ed,  and  the erFed of vitiated  digeftiou  th  the  fame 
place.  The  violation  therefore  of  the  integrity, 
continuity  and  digejlion  of  theparts,and  thetranimu-. 
ration  of  bloud  into  matter  as  reputed  by  the  fchjols 
as  the  only  Achilles  of  Catarrhs,  to  obilru*  and 
impede  theirprogrefs:whether  from  the  headwhich 
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they  have  farmed  as  the  ware- fcoufe  for  the  genera¬ 
tion  and  tranfportationofthis  liquid  merchandife 
of  Catarrhs  ,  to  extrad  an  excrementitious  humour 
(  which  otherwise  threatped  to  fall  down  to  a  no¬ 
ble  part)  by  the  hole  oftheF^^W/,  or  whether  or 
no,  there  bea  Deuteropathy  or  confent  of  theie^ 
with  the  part  wounded  }  for  it  is  a  11  one,  fo  be  that 
the  fkin  may  be  kept  wounded,  whether  that  ex- 
crementitious  humour  be  bloud,  or  whether  there 
be  made  pus  or  fames ,  it  comes  all  to  a  pafie5io  that 
theeafy  credulous  vulgar  be  gulled  with  the  foole¬ 
ries  and  thred-bare  names  of  Catarrhe ,  precaution, 
derivation ,  Rcvuifion  and  fontanell.  We  will  take 
the  Line  at  length,  and  view  the  whole  feries  of  di- 
ftempers;  that  afflids  an  Infant  ofa  year  old,  who  is 
dentietib  and  fehricnt  ^  with  foaming  at  the  mouth 
and  indeftnent  fall vat  ion.  Then  followeth  pitti- 
ful  emulations  and  yelling  through  the  torments  in 
his  belly.,  with  feiges  green  and }  ellovv.  Certain¬ 
ly  that  tooth  is  a  part  of  the  head  .'wherefore  a  Dw- 
rheafhrilbe a  Catarrh  of  thehead-  Eut  what  con¬ 
fent  is  there,  or  how  comes  to  paffe  the  agreement 
of  the  budding  or  {hooting  toptb,  andtumifted 
gunwie^ with  the  InUStines, ?  Or  what  power  is  there 
of  generating  and  fending  the  Catarrhe  out  of  the 
ftomack  of  the  Infant,into  its  head  ,<?  and  then  into 
thelleon.^  By  what  law  fhall  the  vapour  that  {fills 
up  from  the  Alembic 4  efthe  ftomack  be  condenfed 
and  rranfmuted  into  icrugincus  cboler  in  the  retort 
of  the  head  >  peradventure  the  shop  ofcholer  from 
thevery  rhrefl>hoIdoflife,  hath  Tythagortzed  into 
the  private  ware-honfe  ofthehead.  Could  the  Fon¬ 
tanel  ( if  the  tender  Infant  were  capable  of  Buffering 
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it )  like  a  fpunge  fiyk  into  it  felf  the  diarrheall  por- 
raceous  flux  ?  And  compenfateand  fobb  off  whole 
pounds  of  porr actons  cholcr  with  a  few  grains  or  mi 
nutulous  drops  of  j  pus  r  W  here  fcxe  doth  the  Vulcan 
of  the  Infants  flomack  forge  the  Catarrh  tor  theodon- 
t  algie  or  pain  of  the  tooths1  why  is  it  fent  into  the  mte- 
ftine  Sc  not  unto  theakingtoothrDoth  not  the  Rea¬ 
der  yet  perceive  that  a  Diarrhea  is  not  a  Catarrh}E  ut 
the  incenfed  Arcfous  is  ready  to  tranfm  ute  the  ali¬ 
mentary  cremor  into  excrements  5  which  by  the 
Schools  are  thought  to  be  cholcr  ,  fleam,  &c.  If 
•therefore  a  Diarrhea  be  not  a  Catarrh,  and  the  en¬ 
raged  Archeus  can  tranfmuteany  thing  into  a  noxi¬ 
ous  liquorjfonly  the  gumme  be  afflicted  ^whether 
or  no  lhe  could  not  difcharge  her  felf on  every  fide 
by  the  ordain’d  E^un&orics  ?  nor  need  not  to  wait 
for  theport.hole-orapertureofthefkin  by  a  Cau- 
Jlick  ?  Nor  do. they  consider  that  in  women, and 
grofle  and  fat  bodies  th emcmorana  carnofa  about 
the  ordinary  places  of  the  Fontanell  ismeerfaqat 
lead  two  Inches  thick,  to  which  perfons  not  with- 
danding  Fontanels  are  more  freqnently5and  more 
fucceflfefully  applyed.*  wherefore  the  extream  or 
bottomeof th eEontancU fliall  fcaice  reach  half  way 
of  the  fat  .*  Therefore  there  is  no  Cauf-way  by 
which  the  evil  fi&itious  excommunicated  humour 
rufhes  out  of  the  brain,  or  glides  between  the  Cra¬ 
nium  and  the  skm,  by  themeanes  offat.  But  what 
then  is  that  Solitary  humour  which  profUgated  250 
from  the  part  fending  for  its  defaulf5defcendingun- 
mixt  by  the  fubdance  ofthefat,  doth  degenerate 
into  pus  ?  If  it  be  a  deaming  up  of  vapours  from 
the  boiling  pot  of  the  dormwk,  why  is  it  not  more 
frequent  in  the  younger  fry,  and  hot  Jfomackj,  then 
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Til  weak,  per  fans,  old  meh,  an &{(blct  dyf pep 
macks ?  By  tvhat  rheanes  fhall  this  groffe  veftment 
<$f  water,  falling  off  from  the  Tiffahy  artd  thinndf 
Hrtife  of  a  vapour  f  if  the  exhalatioii  of  any  fbch 
from  the  ftomack  be'pcflible  )  who  by  enquiring 
out  and  pitching  upon  the  Chamber-maid,  the 
Brain,  as  molt  handy  and  accomodate  to  fafhiorr 
her  into  the  tire  and  mode  of  a  WAk)r,  tlbw  want¬ 
only  put  off  her  lawn  fleeves,  that’s  like  an  old  Al- 
manacJ^dx  wrinckled  B/fiop  out  ofdate,  and  as  ifcm- 
dowed  with  fenfe  and  arbitrary  power  of  ele&ion, 
arid  by  finarifis,  put  on  the  white  Sarceriefc  bag  of 
pj&9  and  take  up  quarters  in  the  !Cabin  of  the  Cau¬ 
tery  or  Fontanels  How  fhall  it  in  its  eager  Queft 
of  ftrange  and  unfrequented  lodgings  wildly  range 
through  the  very  bodyof  the  Brafn^d the  fecret  Cells 
and  Chambers  thereof Jts  Membrafoffiiitnres  Jcul^  and 
Terioftion  or  Coat  environing,  tftb  fcull,  to  find 
out  and  court  this  new  Guelf  the  orifice  of  the  Fon¬ 
tanel,  that  by  that  way  only,  as  the  alone  Road, 
it  may  glide  down  and  enjoy  his  itnbraces  and  be 
purged  d  Why  doth  not  the  vapour  a  hundred 
times  foonerr  vanifh  into  air  by  tranfpiration ,  be¬ 
fore  it  arrive  at  the  place  afligned  to  the  Cautery  or 
Fontanel  ?  How  fhall  the  water  mounting  up  from 
the  Trench  of  the  ffozMc^and  fealing  the  Rampire 
of  the  Head,  by  and  by  appear  in  the  fcarlet  Robes 
of  blond,  and  the  m  other  to  produce  the  white  flag 
of  pus  }  How  fhall  blond  ( the  matter  of  pus,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Galen)  be  the  mattevof  a  Catarrhe?  Why  is 
the  blond  reduced  into  the  feries  of  ill  humours, 
which  not  as  yet  contaminated, is  difpenfed  by  na¬ 
ture  unto  the  wounded  place  }  Wherefore  will  na- 
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tureCthe  wound  bejpg  made)fuperfedefroai  thnift- 
ing  forth  the  no*  jous  matter  by5and  into  the  p]a, 
ees  accuftomed  to  her?1  For  what,  die  fkin  being 
unlocked  by  a  Cautery  .or  incifion  knife  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Phy  fitian  fhall  (he  lofe  or  gro  w  ignor¬ 

ant  of  the  way?  Orl  abQursiheonlythatfhemight 
find  an  exit  in  any  place  ?  And  that  being  done, 
will  (he  afterward^  become  the  obfiequipus  Lac¬ 
quey  of  the  woundier.  ?  UnfufFerable  fallacies  there¬ 
fore  and  falfities  are  couched  under  thefe  four 
namely,  T  hat  pus  is  the  matter  of  the  Catarrh  \  that 
a  Catarrhe  is  materially  from  vapours  out  of  the 
floniack}  that  a  Fontanel!  is  Remedium  Catarrhago- 
gum,  or  an  adequate  meanes  to  excrete  the  Catar - 
rhotfi  matter,  and  that  this  matter  would  be  divert¬ 
ed  to  a  noble  part  unleffeit  were  repelled  out  at 
another  fluice  or  exit- 

The  fchools  now  furrounded  ina  phylactery  and 
heap  of  ftraits, being  too  hard  pinched,  have  yet  one 
fubterfugeleft,  to  wit,  That  fontanels  and  Caute¬ 
ries  in  chronicall dileafes,  and  alfo  in  more  obefe  and 
plethorickb odies  have  been  known  not  feldome  to 
profit.  Therefore  it  is  necefiary  that,  at  leaft,the 
evil  humour,the  wound  being  made,bepurged,and 
the  body  exonerated.  At  which  paper- wals  and  bro¬ 
ken  reed  we  difeharge  and  reply,  That  whatever 
the  fchools  foppifhly  prattle  concerning  .their 
whimfey  of  Catarrhs  and  Fontanellspf  their  own 
chriftening,it  will,  appear,  that  ^  Catarrh, itsmateri- 
d  Caufe ,  Ejfence ,  Nativity ,  Place  of  conception  ,  Effici¬ 
ent ,  planner  of  Generation-,  receptory^progreffe^nd  col¬ 
lection ,  and  alfq  an  evil  Hum  wr^  and  ends  of  font  a- 
nells  are  more  ridiculous pedleries  then  the  pagean- 
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trie's  or  puppetries  of  Bart  holm  cP  Faire  i,  and  let  all 
pafie  but  for  dckrrjlmas  lale.or  old  TSu&tMti  dream r 
and  as  the  veil  of  their  b.^fe  unworthy  lrizineffe  arid 
Ignorance.  What,  {hall  the  unconftant  tide  ofe- 
Ytnts  o’reffaw  the  banks  of  Truth  ?  To  this  1  kit¬ 
tle-  cock,  and  example  ofrefiltife  [W^SucceJfe  add  £- 
vents  ^  we  refer  re  you  to  what  vve  have  laid  of  the 
fame  in  our  examination  of fttcboicmy,  and  hbpe 
with  ingenious' h eads,  it  fhtill  not  have  power  to  de- 
flroy  or  abate  the  prerogative  anddbvernignty  ot 
vei  ity. 

But  what  if  the  adored  Fontanel  hath  proved  to 
3  ^  hit  fornttimes  and  profit  fome  5  that  truly  hath  net 
been  from  the’root  and  <  {fence  of  the  Catarrh,  in  it 
felfw  holly  nothing:  Therefore  if  they  have  pro¬ 
fited,  the  fcfccols  may  confeife  that  Fontanels 
help  by  means  and  ewds,  to  them  unknown  :  ard 
that  they  extoll  with  fo  great  encomiums' only  a 
conje&ural,  uncertain  and  accidental!  remedy  .* 
For  no  otherwifecati  we  fpeak  of  it  till  our  know¬ 
ledge  (hall  better  direct  us }  till  then,  they  are  fuch 
as  our  ignorance  (  we  profeffejis  well  content  it 
knowesnet.  For  what  if  any  one  diftemper  of  its 
ow  n  accord,  or  in  precede  and  maturity  of  tints 
fhould  moulder  away  $  what  therefore  do  they 
think  it  equitable,and  thatthev  have  the  fame  free- 
deme  and  authority,  lamentably  to  torture  two 
bundled  in  vain,  if  a  Fontanel  to  cnehatfr  not  by 
Accidentheendifmall  snd  unfortunate.*?  Certain¬ 
ly  it's  a  dangerous  point  to  annex  a  confiant  pro¬ 
perty  unto  any  pra&ife,  and  much  more  to  this  of 
font  an  ells.  Eut  what  if  on  the  other  fide  the  Hi- 
fiery  of  many  m  ight  be  brought  and  corn  pared,  im 
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whom  Fontanels  ha.ve  had  but  a  bad  Catafirofle  : 
thcv  prefcntly  cry  out, we  are  not  Em pincks,  not 
■are  we  moved  by  examples.  For  thefchoolsare 
'rational,  and  moreover  do  lean  upon  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  Ancients.  And  that,  they  thunder  out  lo 
highly,  as  often  as  they  ar  e  deft  itute  of  reafons,  and 
conviited  by  experience,  they  ceafe  to  be  molt  ex¬ 
pert  matters,  nor  will  they  be  drawn  by  experien¬ 
ces  contrary  to  their  own  :  but  fly  unto  the  realons 

of  their  predecefl'ors.  F  or  truly  when  the  fchools 
had  perceived  that  fome  by  hap-haz3rd  had  help 

and  benefit  after  a  Fontanel  then  by  and  by  a  Seton 

or  cpardbf  twitted  thredor  (ilk  is  runne  through 
on  both  fide  s  the  fkin  of  the  neck,  which  is  be.ie- 
ved  to  bea  remedy  for  an  ofhthalmie^Lifpjudo  yez 
and  for  Catarrhs  themfelves^  and  the  vitiated  ai- 
nehion  of  the  eyes.  Manifeft  preemption  and  as 
ridiculous  is  that  lame  opinion,  That  a  Fontanel! 
on  the  oppofite  Leg,  isahelpforthe  fciatick  pain. 

They  have  made  a  great  deal  of  doe  about  nothing, 

have7 ftoutly  plaved  the  Vulcan* ,  andhavemadea 
oreat  deal  of  fmithes  work,  and  have  appointed  25® 
alfo  Arabic k  uftionsfto  wit,  not  excepting  goats 
dung  fryed  in  a  frying  pan)  for  the  fciatina  and 
ArthriticK pains.  Verily  the  fchools  have  mifpent 
their  fvvcat  and  oile  every  where  in  the  medical 
profeffion,  in  fripperies,  childifb  pageantries,  and 
have  fet  to  fale  for folidfubftantiallverity,as ridi¬ 
culous  toyes  as  ever  the  Piazza  Bordello  ,  orloofe 

ftage.player,Balladier,or  blind  harper  could  expres, 

and  fuch  as  deferve  only  the  fpunge  and  the 
contrivers  or  Abettors  the  hifle.  But  at  lalyt  can- 

not  be  lefle  then  ony’s  wonder,  that  one  poor  Gottfi 
accounted  for  Catarrhs, like  a  futtle  fox  hath  eluded 
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and  bailed  out  all  the  Theorems  and  Fontanels  of 
the  fchooks;  namely,  hath  fheWn  it  to  be  faif<^  that 
a  defluent  Podagra  fhould  be  by  a  Catarrh ,  agd  that 
a  Fontanelly s  a  vain  and  fruitlefle  comment  of  d'enj- 
and  rcvuljion  for  an  humour  flowing  down, 
■&  are  fo  thin  and  lights  fet  by  Philetas  in  Athenscu* 
might  be  blown  away  by  the  leaf!  breath  from  the 
Eolus  oft  ruth.  As  intolerable  and  whimficalUlfp 
are  F ant aneli s  in  lahc  ^ov  Confumpiioxf^o  Jlempers  oj 
the  lungs ^  head,  ej*r9  kidneys s  yea  in  their  idle  ca¬ 
tarrhal!  defefi  s,  fo  that  we  more  admire  t  heir  cru¬ 
el  butchery s  with  their  impoflures,  then  imitate 
and  follow  their  vain .tffayes  and  endeavours.  So 
alfo  they  of  paHvieJiet.  run  a  fit  Montpelier  do  drive  a 
hot  iron  unto  the  very  future  of  the  Cranium  in  the 
epilepf} ^without  hope  of  cu:.e,  and  do  promife  that 
the  epileptick  fumes  (hall  come  that  way  out  of  the 
brain*  not  that  they  may  break  the  fit  s  but  that 
they  may  fufpend  the  red.  But  thefe  things  the  flek 
hold  by  a  poor  Tenure,  that  have  no  more  aflb- 
rancethen  what  comes  in  thus  by  their  tortures.and 
Buffer  them  with  an  infenfible  hope  of  health  *  at 
leaf!  wife  without  example.  Nor  do  they  once  con¬ 
sider  5  that  thefe  fained  vapours  do  not  a-fflift  the 
brain  for  want  ofan  exit  :  but  on  the  contrary, they 
ftirre  up  the  temped  of  the  difeafes  caufation,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  come  to  the  hairy  fealp.  Wherefore  it 
isablew  bufines9&;  vain  is  the  work  and  help  a  F<?«- 
tanell^  which  begins  apotteriori  in  curing  difeafes. 

For  the  fchools  have  net  yet.  determined,  in 
what  infirmities  fontanclis  are  convenient,  bccaufe 
they  do  but  feldome  hejp3  and  that  by  accident  on¬ 
ly  ;fo  that  it  is  impoflible  their hxpothefe*  being  con¬ 
ceded  , 
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ceded,  that  FontWHcIl^  fhoUld  be  profitable,  and 
therefore  impoffible  alfo  to  find  their  manner, 
meanes  and  ends.  Bnt  laying  afidethefe  pofitions 
of  the  fchools  concerning  Catarrhs  and  Pent  anell 's  9 
we  come  now  to  prove,that  it  is  eafy  to  find  out  the 
cafe  wherein  Fontanells  are  (aid  to  help,  and  that  if 
all  the  demands  of  the  fchools  hitherto  mention¬ 
ed,  be  freely  grafted  them  ,  yet  could  they  be  of 
no  advantage, as  to  the  manifeftation  ofthe  Cardinal 
point  in  controverfic,  <ui%.  the  manner,  reafons, 
and  waies  of  the  Fontanell  and  the  tranfmutation 
and  progreffe  of  the  p^that  hath  its  egrefle  out  at 
the  hole  ofthe  fa  id  Fontanell.  For  in  foot  h,  by  rea~ 
fon  of  the  neceflary  innovations  of  bloud  in  every 
flation  ofthe  moon,  namely,whatfoever  of  the  old 
bloud  fhall  be  left  beyond  the  period  ofthe  forego¬ 
ing  moon,  in  a  plethoric!^  body ,  thatoughttobe 
converted  either  into  fat5or  into  an  excrement  ofthe 
laft digeftion,  which becaufeit is  diffipated  upon 
a  daily  evaporation, and  brought  forth  by  the 
tanell^.  thereforefat  and  grofie  bodies,  high  feedings 
plethorick  and  fedentary ,  do  now  and  then  feel  a  lit¬ 
tle  help  by  a  Fontanell^  and  none  other.  Becaufe 
thattbefwelling  maffe  of  bloud  is  reduced  towards 
its  jufi:  weight  and  requifite  proportion.*  for  other- 
wife  there  would  be  an  oppreffion  and  burden  to 
th zArcheus^  and  the  parts,  and  the  digeftions  and 
diftributionsof  thefe,by  its  nimiety  and  redundan¬ 
cy.  For  thus  ffirre  the  fear  of  an  infant  evil  may 
be  (hunned.  Therefore  all  the  extorted  or  hoped 
for  benefit  of  a  Font  andi  is  placed  in  a  contempera- 
tionofaboundanceofbloud,  by  a  daily  andminu- 
tulous  diminution  of  it.  Otherwifea  Fonunellh*  262 
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cruel  and  beafUy  remedy,  b^caufe  by  exercife ,  juft 
parjtntony^  and  due  moderation  and  temperance  may 
eaiiiy  be  prevented  whatfoever  the  Fontanel  can 
divert  or  expell.  For  let  none  be  fo  abfurd  as  to 
think,  That  whatfoever  the  fober  rules  of-  mode¬ 
rate  and  fpare  diet  cannot  core, ^ny  help  is  to  be 
expedcd  to  be  brought  by  a  Fontanedl.  For  thofe 
fame  things  which  have  regard  to  a  long  and  found 
life,  do  excufe  Fontanels. 

At  the  bel  t  a  Fontanel  is  alwaies  but  a  palliative 
cure,  and  but  in  feme  neither,  and  hitherto  farre 
below  and  very  unworthy  the  venerable  medicall 
fchools.  I  know  it’s  ulually  faid,That  ifa Fontanel 
beoncemade,  unlekeit  be  continued,  there's  the 
fear  of  a  greater  evil!  incumbent.  But  we  have 
known  no  fuch  thing  as  we  before  have  declared . 
Therefore  be  it  the  m  ter  ignorance  of  the  fchools, 
whoapply  a  Fontanell not  unto  the  original,  or  to 
the  caufeor  rcot  of  the  difeafe,  but  untothe  effed-s 
or  produds, which  never  were  worthy  ol  fuch  a  fe-  . 
rious  application  of  cure, as  they  pretend,  and  make 
the  world  believe.  It  s  unknown  therefore  as  yet 
to  the  fchools  in  what  difeafe  this  palliative  cure 
of  Fontanel/ f  avails.  Becaufe  by  chance,  and  the 

Lady  Ignorance  the  mother  of  fools  being  Leader, 
they  have,  and  ftil)  do  try  all  things.  So  that  their 
preferiptions  are  alternatim^wA  they  command  one 
thing  after  another,  that  if  this  thing  nor  that,  nor 
here  nor  there,  or  repeated  Fontanel/  do  not  help, 
nor  much  pm?r\orfanies  excreted.  Let  th eFonta- 
nells  be  adviiedly  clofed  up.  Thus  therefore  the 
general!  Theory  of  Fontanel/s,  being  fufpeded  ;  fince 
they  dilate  the  notions  of  it  beyond  the  propriety 
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of  its  nature  or  ends  3  fince  ’tis  not  verifiableby  ob- 
fervation  3  fince  the  grounds  are  feeble  that  fhould 
eftablifh  and  laftly  fince  if  all  were  true,  >etare 
the  reafons  alledged  for  it  of  no  fufficient  fatis- 
fa&ory  inducement  to  maintain  it. 

Now  it  becomes  our  method  of  exploring  verit5'} 

&:  the  courfe  we  at  fir  {{propounded  to  our  felves  j 
to  look  into  the  Ph^fitians  Pantry  or  cubboard,  to 
fee  what  good  houfe  they  keep5and  ifwecan  find  ^ 
any  real  lubfianti all  food  here,  beyond  their  chaff  *  ^ 
and  huskes  which  we  have  fcattered  by  the  breath 
ot  Truth*  Now  we  have  done  with  their 
languid  and  ineffectual!  main  pillars  of  healing  by 
evacuations,  viz.  purgers ,  phlebotomy  and  font  a - 
mils ,  we  fhall  now  fift  and  examine  their  anonary 
or  Kitchin  Vhyjic 4,  their  grave  rules  of  Diet,  which 
they  prefcribe  with  fo  much  feeming  ferioufinefle, 
ss  they  would  be  looked  upon  as  nurfing  or  feeding 
fathers.  F or  let  thofe  eares  that  have  the  patience 
to  hear,  and  theopeneffe  to  receive  truth,  know. 

That  when  Phyfitians  fee  they  have  afforded  no 
benefit  to  their  patients,  bythelavifh  expences  of 
the  laudable  juices  of  the  body,  and  the  diminuti¬ 
on  of  natural  vigour,  when  bloud-kttingr  purging, 
cupping,  rubbing ,  (oftler- like  )  and  other  grievous 
and  ineffe&ive  remedies  have  done  no  good  3  they 
at  length  remit  them  to  the  fbber  rules  of  Diet,  and 
think  to  turn  out  the  difeafe  at  the  back  door  and 


childifh  evafion  of  their  Kitchin  Aphorifmes,  as  the 
onely  hopeful!  mcanes  and  Cardinal  point  of  their 
recoyery,  and  fo  leave  them  by  the  painfull  ufe  of 
fontaneUs ,  and  reiterated  moderate  purges,  tofpin 
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out  the  weak  thred  of  their  remaining  life,  Diart^ 
tire ,  by  a  medical!,  that  a  miferablecourleof 
diet.  This  is  but  the  thimehopt  skeleton,*  the  A- 
natomy  of  the  other  burlt-y  bundle  of  Phy  fit  ians  not 
more  erroneous  then  torturous  remedies,  but  the 
dead  corps  cf  Phyfick,  without  any  life  or  foul  of 
truth,  the  Limbus  or  Phyfitians purgatory^  to  which 
the  venial,  as  well  as  rebellious  and  ftrong-headed 
difeafe  muft  be  turned  over  to  be  cruft] t  and  crum¬ 
bled  away  by  this  raw-boned furieTatnine  or  ftri& 

Diet.  So  that  by  this  Rear .  Guard  of  diet ,  you  may- 
judge  &  give  the  word  for  th e  forlorn  hope  of  a  lin- 
iring  continuing  difeafe  to  draw  up,  andnppear 
in  its  colours.  Whence  we  may  deduce,  That  if 
any  thing  hath  happened  to  fucceed  by  the  auxiia- 
ry  hand  of  the  Phyfitians  con jedures,  it  hath  b  en 

bv  the  proper  goodnefle  of  nature.  For  prefentiy 
after  their  univerfalhelpes  (" for  fothey  have  chri, 
ftened  phlebotomy  a nd  purgations)  they  turn  o~ 
ver  and  enrol  the  other  half  of  the  cure  to  fervea- 
nother  mafter,  namely  a  precife  rule  of  Diet  and 
life;  which  forthemoft  part  they  eftimateby  heats, 
colds,  and  the  temperance  of  thefe,  for  the  regard 
to  laudable  juice.  Well  may  they  in  much  icriouly 
neftTe  prefer  ibe  this  reverend  nothing  of  diet,  to  an 
end  wholly  unknown  to  themfelves,  when; they 
wallow  inthethred-bare  heats  and  colds  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments.  For  to  fpeak  foberly  ,  befides  their  grofle 
errors,  thred-bare  Theorems,  languidand  invalid 
remedies, they  blufb  not  to  veil  over  their  bloudy  ig¬ 
norance  by  their  fpecious  Kitchm  Canons which 
may  be  made  indubious  to  the  moftprejudicate, 
that  it  is  but  a  pittiful  fly  impofture  and  futtle  T y- 
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ratiny  ofPhyfitians  ,  -)nd  grievous  fervitude  of  the 
patients,  prescribed  not  much  on  this  fide  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  capital  punifhment,  anc]  wrought  into  the 
heads  or  the  lick,  whofe  lenity  of  belief  inclines 
them  further  then  they  have  force  from  rational 
deductions  to  perfwade,  fo  that  now  it  puts  on  the 
habit  to  exadt  their  fai  th  and  confidence. 

For  in  the firif  place,  whatfbever  is  farre  fetched  267 
and  dear  bought,  is  good  for  thofegay  things,  cal¬ 
led  Ladies .  and  that ,  like  fo  many  frenchifyed 
Apes,  f  the  Protean  monkies  of  the  world  )we  praifo 
and  commend  as  bed.  And  in  medicines,  leaf  e gold , 
ponder  d  p  carles  ,  fcarlet  grain,  cuchineel ,  crude  (UK, 
occ.  fand  perhaps  fpiders  alfo,  if  they  were  brought 
from  farre  out  of  a  ftrangecountrey,  would  be  dear 
and  greatly  efteemed,  as  crocodiles  turdjin  meats 
aiio$  for  whatfoeveris  pleafanttothetongue  nor 
very harfhtothe  ftomack3that  generally  &  preYent- 
ly  is  cried  up  as  cffchyn/ous^ found  and  wholefome:hrd- 
mtich  as  thole  things  which  pleafantly  court  the  pa- 
Ut,ou  ght  to  be  moft  grateful!  and  healthful.  There- 
forethey  vary  thefe  things  according  to  the  palat  of 
thePhylitian.Forfaccording  to  the  vulgar  proverb, 
we  have  cibus  anceps0  one  mans  meat  is  another  mans 
poilon,)  that  which  isptasfedby  one  and  cried  up 

*  **  1  g  1  y  it  is  lefle  plea  ling 

it  is  decried  and  For  by  this  means  Phea- 

fants,  Partridges,  Stares, Black-birds,  and  fatCa- 
pons  are  preterr’d  before  guadrupedes :  although 
that  thefetogether  with  us  are  viviparous  >  and  hi¬ 
therto  more  familiar  to  us,  then  birds,  fillies,  and 
animals  oviparous.  So  alfo  fifhes  of  ftony  or  gravelly 
places  are  fet  before  marine  pifeations  $  and  man- 
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chet  or  whkebread,  before  ^ brown .  Forthffe  Ca¬ 
pon-eaters  being  very  dainty,  and  many  a  fwcet 
tooth'in  their  heads,  advance  their  endeavours  and 
ftudies  in  the  Kit  chin  trade,  or  art  of  eookery5that 
they  may  pleale  the  (ick,  (dike  children  and  fools 
with  rattles,)  who  being  deftitute  of  knowledge  and 
remedies,  have  fubje&ed  themfelves  to  a  barrem 
profeflion,  whoforfooth^do  become  m after-  cooks 
in  time.  How  they  traverfe  out  ofone  hole;  iqto<a« 
nother,and  how  diligently  and  narrowly  do  they 
look  into  all  things  in  Kirch  ins,  butteries  and 
dining  chambers,  that  they  may  exercife  their  im¬ 
perious  jurifdiftion,that  thty  may  feem  roall,  to 
have  made  a  very  fedulcus  provision ,  and  thereby 
the  more  ready  and  fitted  to  exercifc  their  cruelty 
on  the  lick.  Even  as  though  meats  and  drinks  wet  e 
the  Nurflings  of  ApoU# ^  and  the  MfcuUpiu*  of 
great  ficknefies.  Certainly  they  may  leave  off  their 
journeys  to  wait  at  the  temple  of  ^fculape^  when 
culinary  prefcriptions,and  Kitchin  Aphorifmes  fhall 
lay  feige,  and  be  the  militia  to  encounter  the  hofti- 
lityofa  difeafe-Truly  this  isthefhameofFhyfitians, 
and  they  tacitelyconfeffe/that  wholefomeand  mo¬ 
derate  diet  is  to  be  preferred  tomoftof  thofeun- 
faitbfal  medicaments  of  the  fhopsJand, upon  the  te- 
ftimony  of  their  own  unhappy  unfucceflefulnefle, 
conclude,  that  the  patient  ought  to  abftein  from 
them,  ashurtful,  and  at  heft  bur  rarely  to  be  ufed* 
Senation  verily  is  the  Jovely  effe&s  of  a  Laboratory  ^ 
and  medicine ,  not  of  the  Kitchin »  Wherefore  as 
we  have  had  juft  caufc  to  fufpeft  the  languid  and 
contemptible  weak  engine  of  meats:  fo  alfonot 
to  guefle,but  conclude,  that  a  precife  conformity 

to 
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£0  the  diet eticai  rules,  as  well  in  the  commander,  as 
observer, do  infinuate^an  impiicite  ignorance  of  a 
true  and  adequate  .remedy  5  or  a  fmooth .  irnpo- 

ftUBur  on  the  other  fide,  he  which  carrieth  fireman  2 $9 

burny  and  be  who  hath  a  knife,  can  cut.  So  he, 
who  hath  fo  far  re  been  followed,  courted,  and  fa¬ 
voured  by  the  benefit  ot  his  labours,  and  induflri- 
ous  performances  to  attain  to  a  medicinal  fecret, 
graduated  into  the  Zenith  ota  Noble  Entelechie, 
whofe  batfam  onnot  be  known  from  Natures  own, 

He  can  cure  in  fpight  of  all  Accident  alities  andzr- 
rceuUnirei  of  diet,  kick  at  their  rules,  and  in  this 
buhnclic  flight  and  pafle  by  the  idle  and  needlefie 
induftry  and  adulations  of  the  fchools.  For  thOie 
tares  enoi  roities,  and  other  racemations  of  ine- 
gularities.that  may  grow  up  by  the  coui  ie  manure- 
bk nr  o Gdiet,  are  with  eafe  eruncated5and  anticipa¬ 
ted  by  the  Energy  &  prepotent  feigniork  and  good- 
nefle  of  the  remedy  qualified  thereto.  For  it  Hip¬ 
pocrates  prefers  meats  in  their  afluefa&ion,  though 
leffe  commodious  for  efeulency  and  fanny,  yet  not 
limply  bad,  before  unaccuftomedy  and  that  diet  is 
not  to  be  altered  eafily,  fafely  nor  quickly  from  our 
nccuftomed cibations .*  what  then  may  be  judged 
as  the  aberrations  of  particular  diftinaionu  cujto - 
t wary  elections  ,  opt  at  ions  and  deft deration s  ot meats 
and  drinks  >  Confidering  that  Nature  following 
her  own  peculiar  inward  di&ates,  hath  beenob- 
ferved  oftentimes  to  excell  a  medicine,  to  the  e- 

ferved  fham?of  Phyfitians,  when  they  had  precile-  * 
ly  forbidden  ie  before. 

Firft  ot  all  diet  doth  not  treat  clearly  ot  things  270 

Cc  3  hurt- 
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hurtful ;  For  it  is  not  difputed  whether  it  is  whoj* 
lometo  t&trrifon  or  potfha%dsy  Sec.  nor  whether 
it  be  healthful. for  the  fick  to  ftuff  himfelfewith 
much  meat  and  drink,  although  oflaudable.juice 
or  whether  crapulency ,  ebriety  and  an  inordinate  life 
bethea&ionsofa  found  ftate,  orfithelpes  to  the 
-eonfervation  or  recuperation  of  health :  but  diet  is 


-wholly  bufied about  the  particular  diffin&oms, and 
f devious  ofmeats  and  drinks , which  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  as  indifferent  nutriments,  do  confift  Within  the 
bounds  oi  goodntfle,  and  are  differenced  onely  in 
the  latitude  ofneutrality.  And  therefore  we  have 
alwaies  looked  upon  the  medical!  Diet ,  asthedif- 
clofer  of  the  ignorance  ot  caufes ,  of  true  medicine^  and 
powerful  remedy » 

How  many  non-CcmformiJls  are  thereto  the  Kit - 
chin  Canons ,  who  do  repudiate  the  rules  that  is  pre¬ 
scribed  them, ,  will'be  no.objtquious  dietetical  (laves, 
will  obferve  no  bound? ,  and  yet  often  recover  and  are 
well?  ThePhyfltian  is  his  own,  encomiafte  chaunts 
forth  the  praife  of  the  cure,  and  w/gj- a  pane- 
gyrick  to  his  rules  j  and  the  refra&ory  difobedient 
patient  ,  laughes  in  his  fleeve,  to  fee  his  Dottor  fo 
tranj 'ported  with  the  honour  of  his  diet,  as  ha¬ 
ving  the  capital  energy,whichyethad  no  finger  in  it. 
Hence  hath  this  Art  ofFhyftc^  been  brought  upon 
the  ftage  and  fallen  under  the  facete  reprehenfion  of 
Cowddrans^becaule  the  Khchin* or di£tetica/l  Apho - 
rifnes  and  rules  do  man ifeftly  declare  the  (lender- 
nefie,  of  judgement  as  well  in  thePhyfitian,  as  fick. 
W hence  the  Thyfitians  oftentimes  hope  to  get  anoc- 
cafion  of  excufe  of  their  murder  upon  the  poor  alle¬ 
gation 
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gation  of  the  difobedience  of  the  hek, about  the 
rulesof  diet  not jirifily  Obferved.  Ah  alas  how  many 
and.greatabfurditiesarecommktcd  by  this  deceit 
which  in  the  world  are  not  yet  fufficiently  brought 
to  light  !  What,  while  they  know  nothing,  nor 
have  wherewith  to  aflault,  propell,  and  rout  the 
conformations  of  the  difeafe,  or  conftrain  intoa* 
precifianifme  of conformity ,  yet  (hall  be  adjudged 
that  they  would  takeaway  with  much  care  and  in- 
dufhy  the bagge and  baggage ofa  further  encreafe 
by  the  biandifhments  of  Culinary  prefer  ipti- 


ons> 


Toproceed3ifa  conformity  to  the  obfervance  of  diet 
wereufeful,  it  would  be  fervicable  either  in  ficknes 
or  convakfcency.  But  in  ficknejje  how  importune  jrhy- 
fome  and  impertinent  is  it,  is  teftified  from  their  own 
unwilling  fubferiptions  and  acknowledgements? 
When  commonly  me  edge  of  theappetite  is  dulle  d5 
and  is  vigour  confternated,  and  which  then  is  in-, 
duced  to  its  own  complacency,  lead:  it  wholly  pe- 
rith?  Whofeconfervation  isofas  great  a  moment 
as  is  the  indication  of  life.  For  in  the  ftate  of  an 
unconftantappetite^ature  doth  oftentimes  mini¬ 
fies  convenient  food  to  her  felf$  and  that  not  fo  of- 
ten,  asthen  chiefly,whenfheftandsmoftinneedof 
help.  Then  dp  Phyfitians  in  their  concertations 
with  this  good  pleafure  of  nature  moftafflifther 
by  their  irkefon  edietetical  rules:  from  whichlet 
the  lick  abfbin^  if  he  would  not  have  all  the  caufe 
ofhisdeftrudfionii^puted  to  a  faithlefle  and-trea- 
cherous  helper.  For  then  doth  the  Arche  us  fym- 
ptomatically  rage,and  then  followes  aperverfion 
of  its  fun&ions.becaufe  (he  perceivs  a  denegation  of 

that 
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that  to  which  (he  hath  had  ajftrong  optation,  and  it 
may1  become  familiar  longed  for  meat,  or  other  ac- 
cuftomedfocd,  and  fo  they  ftirre  up  and  accumu- 
lat  e  ftrife  upon  ftrife.  Even  as  if  a  borfe  palling  tho- 
row  water,  and  not  being  differed  to  drink  that 
which  is  fufficient  for  him,  retaineth  afterward  a 
difficulty  of  breathing,  troublous  to  life.  ; 

But  diet  after  fickneffe, or  under  coxvakjc€t2cy,u  al- 
fo  wonderful)  troublefome^  if  not  *n  vain,*  feeing  na- 
turenow  is  willingly  very  diligent,  and  greatly  bu- 
fied  about  other  matters*  For  in  feventy  or  truth 
a  medical! covrjeof  dieted  Kitchia  operations,  can¬ 
not  but  accuse  the  defeft  of.a  fuffi  dent  remedy,  and 
fo  an  impliciteconfcflion  of  a  fade  and  treacherous 
fanation.  Let  Phy  (mans  no  more  attempt  by  thele 
fruitlefie  meanes,  -to  dreigne  fhe  hopes,  ^  les, 
veins,  ftrength,and  purfes  of  th  e  fick ^  but  lee  them 
cure  as  they  ought,  and  becomes  them,  worthy 
their  name  and profeffioti,and  as  nature  moves  and 
enclines,  and if  not  goe  along with,  yet  tofolloj 
her,  for  the  fecurity  and  ailurance  of  reltauratt- 

°n  ft  is  not  to  be  fcrttpled  that  the  omnipotent  and 
wife  Creator  faw  and  judged  all  things  that  he  a 
made  to  be  good.  That  is,  whatsoever  he  had  or- 
dained  for  food,  was  good.  And  whatfocver  he 
•had  decreed  to  be  poifon,  was  good  poifon,  qua  i- 
fied  to  its  purpofe.  For  elfethe  poor  man  might 
with  much  right, iand  juftly  com  plats,  that  God  m 

his diftributions  and  largelfes  had  dealt  ** 
equally  and  lede  fatherly  to  him,  became  he  h.  d 
dmyedhim  the  means  which  ftoo,d  (^over  h,s 
health  ;  for  being  poor,  he  was  mcapabletojnfwer 
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the  coftly  and  fweet-lipped rules  of  diet:  but  to 
the  rich  he  had  been  more  bountiful, and  with  their 
wealth  he  had  alfo  beftowcd  health  upon  him^  con- 
fidering  that  he  enjoyed  the  means, whereby  to  bal- 
lance  the  charges  of  diet . 

For  in  eanpeft  the  chiefeft  part  of  the  diet  of 
Phy  fitians is.^ich  and  delicate,  fitted  to  the  adulati¬ 
on  of  thefick  and  plaufibility  of  the  Phyfitian  moft 
commonly  excepting  wine.  Alfo  Phyfitians  do  crie 
up  thofe  things  for  moft  hurtful,  which  do  moft 
pleafe  themfelves.  And  leaft  this  ftiould  be fufpeft- 
edto  be  akindof  foothing,  they  injoine  a  ftri(ft 
obedience,  that  by  this  feverity  andprccifenefle 
of  rules, they  might  bethought  to  moderate  the  ex¬ 
orbit  attcies  of  life.  ' 

Fir  ft  ofaI3,bread  is  accounted  the  primary  food  5 
but  other  things  as  only  Concibi.  or  obfonia.  But 
on  the  contrary  we  call  other  aliments  veros  cibos^ 
but  bread  only  obfoniunt-  For  many  are  found  to 
have  lived  a  long  while  with  milk  only  IriJIx  peo- 
plealfo,  fwift,arid  naturally  ftrong  of  body,  do  in 
fome  part  of  the  Countrey  ufe  onely  flxamroch  or 
three-leaved  grafte,  inftead  of  bread.  And  fome 
Northern  people  do  attain  to  a  very  old  age,who?do 
live  upon  fifh  only  without  bread,  8c  fland  ftiffe 
and  firm  again  ft  piercing  colds  and  infinuating  dif- 
eafes.The  ftufting  with  bread  is  badinthe^%:not 
onely,  becaufe^  it  is  a  token  of  poverty  3  but 
becaufe  truly  it  is  very  burdenfomein  Ja  weak  fto- 
mack.  Seeing  bread  by  reafon  of  the  fer/%(?2t\  for  elfe 
itis  nothing  but  abarepafte)difTolving  into  a  cream^ 
conftreins  the  her  bs  and  meats  with  which  it  is  ma- 
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(Heated  to  colliquate, (which  we  daily  experiment 
in  the  digeftion  of  dung  yand  forthis  confederation 
only  we  have  given  it  the  frame  of  obfini - 
um  rather  then  Cibm .  But  leaf!  we  fhould  dwel  too 
long  upon  notions  and  nominalities,  itfhalibefuf. 
iicienttous,  whatloever  it  be  called,^ To  that  the 
ufeand  necefiity  of  bread  be  known1?©1  be  condu- 
cible  and  moft  powerful!  in  thef  of 

meats. 

Moreover  we  greatly  efteem  fobt  iety  as  the  Car¬ 
dinal  point  of  all  diet.  The  intention  being  not 
medically  but  et  In  call  or  morally  andthefymbofe  of  a 
well  informed  judgement:  yea  further,  if  the  Ap¬ 
petite  be  ftrongly  carried  out  after  any  object,  we 
freely  admit  it,  but  yet  with  the  rule  of  mediocrity: 
And  yet  I  am  not  ’/*,  who  knowesnot  to  prefer  re 
one  meat  or  dainty  bit  before  attother,  which  may 
be  more  convenient  formy  patient:  but  it’s  no 
great  matter  which  of  the  two  the  fick  fhould  take, 
fo  that  he  hath  gotten  but  fome  good  and  fure  remc~ 
djo 

For  in  ftridf  reafon,  if  a  remedy  be  invalid  and  not 
able  to  charge  a  djfeafet  or  oppofe  the  forcible  af- 
fault  of  a  difeafe,  and  hinder  it  in  its  progreffe  by 
lefle  convenient  food,  faTreleffeable  w?fl  itBe  to 
difeomfit,  overcome  and  expel!  difeafes*  TtVfur- 
tber  difeovered  therefore,  that  the  benefits  which 
are  with  fo  much  confidence  hoped  forward  with  as 
much  vanity  anfwered  from  a  medictU cdurfe  of  dU 
ft,  is  but  a  wild,  t anguidjnvdid Jreachercns^rid  in¬ 
deed  defperate  kind  of  remedy^  and  adintrry  coofo- 
rus  too  contemptible  a  militia  to  encounter  fo  for¬ 
midable  an  Adverfary^  already  entred  upon  the 
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borders  of  life.  For  as  it  is  in  the  proverb.  It  is  eafi - 
er  to  bold  out ,  then  gjt  out^a  guefh .  So  in  the  correla¬ 
tive.  Wholoever  prefumes  to  overcome  a  difieafc 
by  the  vertueof  a  powerful  remedy ,  let  him  be  lure, 
that  by  that  remedy,  he  (hall  farremoreeafiiy  o- 
vercome  all  things  anfing  from  the  incongruities 
of  aliments.  3  T  is  not  therefore  an  inference  in  ou  r 
opinio  try  only,  nor  undeferving  to  be  ranked  much 
on  this  fide  a  pofitive  conclufion,  if  weexpreffe*, 
that  it  is  an  eminent  fign  ofweaknefle  and  diffiden- 
cyina  Vhyfitian  as  often  as  his  needlefleand  fruit- 
lefife  prefcriptions  are  to  be  cooked  in  the  kitchen^ 
before  they  afeendthe  flairs,  and  paffe  thorowthe 
long  Gallery  of  the  OEfophagus^ into  the  great  Hal  of 
the  patients  ftomackj  for  he  wanting  a  worthy  and 
powerful  medicine  ,  that  in  the  mean  time  he  may 
feem  to  do  fomething,  and  not  to  take  his  fees  in 
vain,he  makes  th  e  critical  day  the  Atlas  of  hts  hopes, 
and  by  his  pecuinarydefraudations  gulls  his  patient 
by  his  culinary  prefcriptions,  and  choice  of  Diet. 
Whence  from  femblable  reafon  may  be  dedu¬ 
ced, 

i.  That ‘  Niftire  itiusiswifer  then  any  Phyfi- 
tian  whatfoever,  and  is  more  knowing  of  her  o  wn 
profit  and  damagethen  the  whole  Conclave  Qi'JEfcu- 
lapes ,  or  all  the  wits  of  :he  fchools, 

2.  That  'Nature  therefore  choofcth  and  defireth 
thbfe  things5that  are  moff  convenient  Sc  fit  far  her. 

3.  That  a  beaff  never  dyed  »  becanfe  he  fa- 
tisfied  histhirffyinlefTe  perhaps  he  had  fwaHoWod 
down  poifon,  or  had  fallen  and  mlfcarrred  by  e*- 
cefijve  eating,  becaufe^r/#4  in  favors  doth  fub- 
vert  many  inconveniencies  of  drought. 

Dd  2  4.  That 
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4*.  That  to  drink  in  third  would  not  be  le&e 
naturally  then  tor  a  man  to  pifte  that  hath  need  to 
pille. 

5.  And  therefore  feeing  this,  doth  not  po¬ 
pulate  or  require  the  Phy  fitians  content :  it  needs 
not  hiscounfel. 

That  when  I  give  together  with  drink  a  few 
drops  of  a  thing,  vvhich  facilly  penetrating,  fpe- 
cially  in  thirft,  1  have  oftentimes  ftrangled  and 
killed  many  feavers  together  with  their  third,  to 
the  pleafant  and  profitable  admiration  of  thefick, 

7.  That  a  great  appetite  to  a  thing,  in  the  rules 
of  diet  apparently  noxious,  for  the  mod  partis 
created  and  acuated  from  the  dictates  of  Nature , 
who  hath  marked  and  obferved  her  own  remedy, 
but  not  in  the  vain  paper-works  of  the  fchools 
books • 

8.  That  therefore  we  ought  not  to  be  much 
troubled  about  things  defired  and  longed  for,  l  ittle 

hurtful, and  leffe  accuftomed , 

9.  That  ifa  remedy  ought  to  be  Lord  paramount, 
and  like  a  Cedar  to  o’retop  thedifeafe,  thelefler 
fhrubs,or  meaner  retinue  of  meat  and  drink,in  their 
Iatitude>cannot  contain  the  ftrength  of  a  Pharmacen- 
tickentity . 

10.  That  if  aliments  contain  not  an  energetic^ 
remedy,  fo  neither  fcarceany  hurt  in  them,  fpeak- 
ing  of  nutriments,  as  fuch,  that  is,  indifferent.Thus 
we  perfwade  our  felffrom  the  dire&ion  of  our  own 
knowlede,  and  thus  we  prefcribe  thefe  things  to 
others.  Namely  that  the  wholefome  rules  of  ab- 
ftinence  Saemperancejiath  the  optimacy  above  the- 
dieitticall  ones;  andchiefly  when  any  thing  is  eat- 
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en  with  a  vigourous  appetite  according  to  the  will 
of  the  fick;  as  that !  Adage  hits  ir3  odjapit ,  nil- 
trit ♦  ihat  which  favours^  nourijheth.  For  the  ap¬ 
petite  is  fatisfied  by  quality,  not  quantity.  And  if 
fulneffe  loads  and  burdens  the  itomack  of  found 
perfons,  much  more  the  fick  and  wea  k. 

2.  Moreover  let  them  eat,not  truly  to  gorging, 
or  fluffing  the  cavity  of  the  ftomack,  nor  to  t  he  fen- 
fUal  humour  and  difrate  of  their  Gust:  but  as 
much  aseahly  fuffices  tofuftaina  found  life.  And 
this, although  at  firft  it  may  feem  a  hard  tafk  to  frcjh 
mm  ,  and  but  beginners  to  accuftome  themfelves 
to  it  $  yet  it  will  not  be  fo  to  thofe  who  are  beaten 
to  it.  For  how  ridiculous  is  it  for  one  lamenting 
himfelf  by  his  difeafe,  to  wifh  that  he  had  not  made 
fuch  aHogs-head  of  his  belly,  by  hisingurgitations1, 
or  that  he  had  not  gorged  and  crammed  the  ftowage 
ot  ftis  body  fo  much,  whereby  to  furfet. 

Vet  we  would  nothaveany  man  fo  farre  pleafe 
hnn  elf  with  the  opinion,  that  this  fobriety  of  life 
can  prevent  or  fecure  any  body  from  the  plague, 
from  a  fall,  wound,  lightning,  &c.  For 
its  a  clear  cafe,  that  externall  incidencier  do  con- 
temnethe  (Economy  of  digejlion^nd  diflributions,be- 
caufethey  exupcrate  them. 

5 .  Seeing  that  all  aliment  omdit  to  pafTe  a 
liquid  redu&ionor  tendance  to  chiiihcation,and  that 
exquifite  m  ijiication  is  that  which  facditaieschiltf act¬ 
ive  mutation^?  dlimental  convcrfion,  therefore  thorcw 
mafli cation  is  to  be  highly  commended. For  truly  one 
morfel  being  n  ot  throughly  fubje&ed  to  the  1  awes 
of  the  Dentmolary  operations,  not  well  and  duly 
mafticated  or  chewed,  brings  more  work  and  dif- 
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ficuky  to.  the  l  ulcan  of  the  ftomack,  thea  three 
fqundly  chewed.  Therefor^  rojlrous  animals,  as 
birds, becaufe  they  want  teeth,  have  need  of  a  dou¬ 
ble  ftomack,though  otherwile  theyare  moft  power¬ 
ful  In  digeft ing.  Alio  every  ruminating  animal,  as 
k  wras  greatly  efteemed  in  the  Law}  fo  alfo  in  fa¬ 
vourable  ualon,  it  implies  ferioufly  to  us  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  majii cation ,  not  to  be  extenuated.  Yea, for 
thatcaufe  the  ruminating  brute  in  Scripture  is  cho- 
fen  for  clean. 

4.  Laftly,  whatfoever  is  taken  in  a  furfet, above 
the  native  power  of  the jiomachicall  ferment^  do  wax 
hot  truly  within  :  and  do  putrefy,  but  are  not  un¬ 
til  then  digefted  :  as  is  molt  evident  in  f cavers  : 
But  how  much  of  moretenellcus  meats  is  (wallow¬ 
ed  in  a  fur  ft  t,  is  digefted  1 ruly,  but  being  deiapfed 
out  of  the  ftomack, drawes  down  with  it  a  great 
quantity  of  crude  and  indigdhd  matter, as  well  by 
reafo  of  the  extenbon  of  the  vtilel,  as  the  carekf- 
pefle  of  Nature  being  opprefied*  But  it  that  which 
is  very  tender  hath  been  digefttd,  and  fhould  tarry 
in  the  ftomack  longer  then  isneceflarv,  it  would 
unavoidably  wax  acid  beyond  its  due  bounds  and 
t emperor  plainly  putrefyrand  migvatesinto  n  bitter 
excrement ,  which  in  its  virgrne  mat  urine  court  (hip 
fakites  the  nofe  with  an  acid  ructatisn^  and  is 
oltimes  caft  forth  by  vomit:  on  which  the 

fchools  rudely  and  falfelyimpofe  the  name  of  coo¬ 
ler. 

5.  Wh atfoeyer  accuftomed  thing  is  taken  in, 
that  is  earneftly  defired,  not  of  any  malignant  fend- 
nality  cr  imprefficn}  that  alia  {a bfentejatie tale)  is 
factlly  digefted,  and  in  the  difeafe  fafely  admitted 
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if  it  be  taken  foberlv  and  moderately  /  becaufe* 
that  the  whole  batch* of  accudomed  things,  dpe- 
dally,  aslfaid,  ifddired3i,'kavened,traniiuuted 
and  fubdued  by  the  mediation  of  the  L  ocajl  and  ap 
propriate  Ferment t.  F or  Hippocrates  alfo perjhades 
to  ufe  a  Header  diet  in  acute  dtfeafes ,  until  an 
edge  (hall  be  fet  on  the  appetite,  and  it  rife  from 
the  opium  of  its  dull  ina&ivity.We  do  Magisteri¬ 

ally  obtrude  it  as  a  definite  politico,  but  in  the  due 
freedomeof opinion, and  nsexpei  i mentally  enlar¬ 
ged, we  commend  fmal  drink.asfarre  as  we  difeem- 
mend  fweet  drinks  ^and  ptij  ansfiaving  a  reflexion  on 
the  words  of  Galen:  Barley  (  faieshej)  a  little  boiled , 
doth  cattfe  vent  oji  ties  :  but  better  boiled ,  obftruffions. 
Wherefore  our  Anceftours  firmly  beleeving,  that 
boiled  barley  can  by  no  meanes  be  innoxious,  by 
procuring  its  germination,  have  meliorated  its  qua¬ 
lification,  which  then  they  call  Malt  $  by  which 
meanes  both  ventorties  and  crudities  arehindred. 
Tis  mod  indudrievs  idler efie  to  preffe  any  to 
Cock;  boot  he; Geliy  of  meats  well  decoded  and  damp¬ 
ed  ,  or  to  ftnff  the  lick  withegges,  &c.  if  he  be 
infefted  w  ith  an  acut  ef caver  ^  being  mindful  of  that 
’  precept  .*  Corportimpnra  quo  film  nuirh:  eo  magk  U- 
dis.  For  although  in  acute  feaVers  the  patient 
fhould  live  by  only  drink,  without  meat,  yet  would 
there  be  no  danger  of  life  imminent :  yea,  they  the 
fooner  mend,  and  by  far  lefle  diffi : ulty  the  ftrength 
and  appetite  return  again.  DoublefTe  as  often  as 
any  putrtfaffible  or  cadaverizable  thing  isingefted 
into  the  ftomack,  wanting  its  digeftive  ferment : 
thedigedibleputrefyes,  and  is  not  digeded.  And 
this  we  conceive  is  the  genuine  and  true  explication 
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of  that  Jphorifme,  For  wenevetdefired,  thatthe 
fick  thould  come  out  of  feaveh  fat  and  cramm’d, 
but  we  chiefly  intended  this  one  thing:  namely  that 
they  might  quickly  recover,  and  not  fuffer  much 
detruncation  or  diminution  of  their  ftrsngth. 

We  cannot  omit  to  declare  what  would  notpafle 
undifeovered,  thatthe  chiefeft  part  of  Diet  indif- 
e^fes  of  the  ftomack  we  have  drawn  out  of  that  A- 
phorifme:  gwd  rnUm  acidus fnpe rvenien sn  id o rofi s , 
Jit  bonum.  'l  hut  an  acid  ruttation^  of  a  reparable  fer¬ 
ment,  fupennditcedupon  anidorous  onejs  good.  For 
nidorous  radations,the  averlion  offpontaneous  nan - 
f  eoufnejjejkftj  and  egge  5yea  the  loadings  and  op- 

preflions  of  the  ftomack  ir  idfe^do  call  for  and  com¬ 
mand,  that  the  fick  be  nouriflaed  with  only  potables: 
for  otherwife  by  things  cadaver  able  you  may  ex- 
pedftrange  accidents,  defeds  oftheminde, and  o- 
ther  incommodities  ofthat  kinde.  Because  potati¬ 
ons  then  do  humed,  and  in  the  refed  ion  of  third, 
do  refrigerate,  and  difpel  the  fuliginous  aridities 
and  debilities  flowing  from  thence.  But  under  the 
notional  ity  of  Potabfes  is  not  to  be  under  flood 
her  ejvfctilous  ferbitiow,  aboundantly  nouri{]iirTg,to 
wit,  of  thole  things,  which  in  a  hot  ftomack  are  of 
their  own  accord  cadaverized,  without  the digtf- 
tiveferment  :  but  altogether  of  thofe,  which  do 
not  putrefy .*fuch  as  ranadas,  and  alio  Beer  damaskd 
with  wine,  to  which  a  crum  of  bread  may  alio  be 
mixed,  that  may  be  both  meat  and  drink.  We 
might  here  not  impertinently  ampliate  what  we 
hinted  before  in  our  Tradick  of  Ample  waters,  of 
the  digestion ,  or  cbihfaUive  tranfmutation  of  the 
ftomack,  whether  it  be pepfts  or  JcpJh^  digeftion  by 
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heat  or  other  quality  :  but  cannot  laudably  bring 
it  in  as  a  member  of  this  practical,  rather  then  Ipe- 
culativeor  Theorical  argumentative  therapeutick 
Traftate,  Yet  we  fliall  not  I  hope  dull  the  edge  of 
the  ftomacks  vigour,  though  perhaps  we  may  invi¬ 
gorate  the  teftie  mood  of  the  Ariftotel, cans  if  we  fav 
'lhat  digefiion  or  alimentary  converfion  into  a  Chilifa- 
Sivelsqm  d  reduction^  made  by  a  fpeciffck  appropriate 
ferment,  and  not  by  that  fiftum  mane  of 'teat.  This 
though  Penpatetical  Problems  approve  not  yet 
Phllofophteal  difquifitlonsan'd  experimental  obfer- 
vations  will  evince.  Thereforeas  often  as  there  is 
anaveifation  or oppofition  to  flefh,  and  nidovons 
ruHatiens  Afcendant  in  the  arched  part  of 
the  hlgheft  orbe  in  the  fyfteme  of  cur  .bodies 
the  mouth,  its  the  J/gnificatorotthe preferitialitv 
ot/jut,  and  the  acid  ferment  in  its  detriment.  Con- 
hder  alfo  this  how  eafily  recent  flefh  if  bound  to 
the  toot  or  hot  head  would  putrefieand  prefently 
ftmk.  In  a  feavorifh  ftomack  therefore  being  very 
hot,  wife  Nature  fears  to  make  a  Cadaver  within 
her  vital  incommunicable  world, and  therefore  pre¬ 
fently  ther  e  folio  wes  an  averfation  from  flefh. 

Whether  then  is  the  ferment  of  the  ftomack 
gone  inafeavorifh  perfon  >  What  hath  it  demigra- 
ted  to  another  place  >,  Or  is  it  extinct  t  For  whe- 

g°=  lhat  is  not  welcome 
nor  acceptable  but  m  her  own  private  recefles  <? 

N01  hathitperifhed.-  becaufeit  is wtr/fdnd  what¬ 
soever  that  is  truly  vital  hath  once  degenerated 
from  the  concordant  mlesand  harmony  offfiatvK 
tal  fpark  which  at  firft  entitled  it  to  Animation  and 
now  is  blown  into  a  luculent  flame:  never  remi- 

F 
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grates  a  gain  from  the  winter  of  its  privation.  But 
the  ferment  is  redintegral  and  redivivoxs.  Thus 
therefore  it  happens.  For  either  the  difeharging 
of  the  ferment  out  of  the  j'plem,  fometimes  doth 
not  extend  to  the  Jlomack,  by  realon  offome  defedf 
of  either  ofthe  prefidents  or  Archer  oftheftomack, 
or  fpleen ,  or  the  ferment  being  entertained  in  the 
jlomack'  is  obvolved  withan  alien  and  feavorifh  o- 
dour.  Which  underhand  thus  exemplified.  A 
hungry  man,  and  well  in  health,  tarrying  long  in 
the  inconvenient  fmoake  of coals,  prefently  per¬ 
ceives  a  naufeoufnefie  toarife  within  him,  anda- 
verfation  from  meats,  thenalfoapainof  his  head, 
and  at  length  he  vomits*  The  ferment  ofthe  firo- 
mack  therefore  asit  is  covered  with  the  noxious  o- 
dour  of  the  coals;  fo  likewife  with  the  virulent 
breath  and  nidoroxs  contagion  of  the  exagitated 
feaver ,  fo  that  there  prefently  happens  an  uverfa- 
tion  from  meat,  forafmuch  as  the  indigenary  fer¬ 
ment  in  the  ftomack  is  covered  with  that  favour. 

289  Wherefore  now  whatfoever  fuffers  an  aliment  ary 

converfion  in  the  ftomack,  in  the  form  of  a  liquid  di¬ 
aphanous  reduction,  by  the  vertue  of  its  ferment , 
that  hath  entred  the  threfh-hold,  and  is  admitted 
into  th  o  entry  of  a  vital  juice,  although  n  ot-yet  in¬ 
to  the  ejfence  of  life  :  and  for  that  caufe  doth  not  fo 
naturally  and  freely  putrefy.  But  whatfoever  is 
not  difTolved-,  or  if  in  it  felfitbe  diffolved,andyet 
doth  not  admit  theferment,asthe  ferum  of  the  b loud, 
fo  called,  and  brines  8tc.  it  is  either  an  excrement, 
or  isfacilly  madefo,  andisobvious  to  corruption 
Therefore  in  dieteticall  preferiptionr  the  chief  regard 
as  to  be  had  tothecUfeafesandfood,  which  in  re- 
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fpeft  of  the  difeafe  the  fick  nanfeats^  or  dejtre  r.  F or 
nature  is  to  be  ferved,nc4  forced,  and  it  is  her  office 
to  fervealfo,  not  command.  That  istofay,  let 
the  ferment,  which  ought  to  be  the  Caterer ,  pre- 
feribethem,  and  notthePhyfitian  according  to  his 
appetite  and  pleafure,  nor  let  him  not  make  ona 
laft  fit  all  fizes. 

Laftly  exercife,  labour,  reft,  deep  and  air  do 
depend  on  the  rules  which  the  importance  of  other 
digeftions  do  diftate  to  us.  Thus  to  conclude  this 
is  the  true  diet  which  Nature  of  her  own  accord  and 
naturally  doth  {hew  and  teach  urtto  us.  And  let  this 
one  thing  remain  as  a  firm  truth  that  fhall  outlive^  8c 
bear  away  its  unhappy  prelTures,  that  whofoever 
by  thefweat  and  duft  of  his  fober  endeavours,  and 
rifling  the  rich  Treafury  of  Nature  hath  lighted  on 
fuch  choice  remedies  that  are  grand  and  powerful 
Arcana's,  enriched  with  that  fublime  energy,  that 
can  prefently  reftor  e  the  fick,  and  free  him  from  a- 
ny  difeafe  whatfoever.*  he  need  not  preferibe  any 
other  diet  to  the  fick,  then  what  the  found  are  fa¬ 
miliarly  acquainted  with.  For  to  the  found  all 
things  arc  adjudged  found  and  wholefome^becaufe 
that  the  digeftive  ferment  does  powerfully  draw 
and  conftrain  every  thing  into  its  own  power  and 
dominion.  And  fo  let  digeftions  indigitate  and  pre¬ 
feribe  the  rules  of  diet. 

Thus  then  we  have  feen  the  main  Axes  or  poles 
of  the  whole  fyfteme  of  the  general  and  particular  re¬ 
medies  of  thefchools,  and  prefent  praftife  of  Phy- 
fitians  fhaken :  it  remains  then,  that  that  health  or 
cure  holds  but  by  a  poor  Tenure  that  hath  no  more 
alfurance  then  what  is  wafted  in  by  the  frigid  north- 
;rv  Ee  a  pole 
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pole  and  narrow  door  of blend*  letting  pur ges, Font  it- 
Tidls  and  Diet,  Scc._  With1  thele,  fuch  toyes  and 
rattles  as  that  of  their  Anna  Alexandrine  p/tf.aure <e  , 
vng,  aurmm^  Con  fed  jo  de  Hyacintho,  llequies  Nicolai 
may  pafle  for  fubifantial  and  peculiar  meanes*-gold- 
Titles  to  fet  to  fale  their  fopperies  and  no  won¬ 
der  when  we  all  know  that  bra  fie  farthings 
bear  the  ffomp  ofthe royaler/;* ex  and  Crown.  But 
and  if  their  Shoot  Anchors  fail,  then  the  ltream  of 
their  Advice  is  fuch, that  frights  one  more, then  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  a  door.  For  if  the  •  former  anlwer 
not  their  doubtful  hopes,  ggidtumniji  votafuper 
junt:  and  fo  the Dotforb\&$  his  patient  goodnight* 
and  He  the  world.  And  which  is  mod  remarkable, 
and  none  can  plead  Ignorance  in.  though  the  lick  are 
emaciated  to  living  Skeletons  or  walking  Qhodshy 
their  torturous  and  murderous  meanes  and  reme¬ 
dies  the  Phyfltians  have  ufedto  them,  yet  the  dif- 

eafe.  remits  not,  nor  dhcontinues  the  execution  of 
its  fury,  but  conies  on  with  a  rampant  vigour,  more 
heated  and  heightned  by  their  Teeming  oppofiti- 
ons.  Truly  the  accufations  of  the  fick  when  they 
thunder  it  out  againft  the J upinities,  f alp  ties ,  impo - 
(lures,  temerities,  and  the  falfe  merchandife  of  Phy- 
fitians,  whereby  their  lives  8c  healths  are  fpoilcd,or 
brought  into  unworthy  mifery  and  languifhment 
hath  caufed  us  to  cry  out  for  an  aftive  endeavour  of 
a  thorow  reformation  in  the  medicinallpai  t,  that 
there  may  be  a  better  preparation  and  cottjundion  of 
medicines,  if  that  be  good  and  needful  1,  that  fo 
,  there  may  be  a  better  filiation.  If  any  man  can 
match  in  all  the  world.in  any  Art  or  Science  the 
like  trifles  and  fopperies  in  decinio  fexto,  or  the  ilke 
mifebiefs  ia  folia,  we  profefle  we  dare  venture  to 
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have  our  judgement  turn’d  in  the  Ear  {tfttifeUon 
or  bored  for  a  (lave  to  their  principles  and  pra&i- 
fes5  yea5  morgaged  ,  and  benighted  to  eterriall 
dulnefie.  We  are  afhamed  fcrioufly  not  for  own 
individual fingularity  and  egoity  fo  much,  as  for  the 
fake  ofour  Neighbour  and  Brother,  that  Phyfiti- 
ans  are  fo  careleile,  and  (eem  to  fludy  only  for  lucre 
ofgaih'2  and  what  it  (hould  mean  we  profeffe  not 
to  knoWj  unleffe  it  be  of  divine  ordering  that  the 
fchools  (hall  fo  long  grope  in  the  d  li  ke,  and  (tum¬ 
ble,  till  they  are  got  clear  and  have  quitted  them- 
felves  like  men  from  the  errors  of  the  Ancient r5  and 
come  to  fharpen  their  own  Axes  andCoultets  at 
theforge  of  Nature.  Thefe  things  have  been  foon- 
er5  and  rather  found  out  by  our  eyes,  then  thoughts 
and  meditations;  yet  at  this  hone  Cape  we  would; 
willingly  touch  and  unlade  our  mind  to  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  fonnes  of wifdome,  that  the^rrors  and 
ignorances  which  have  been  heredifcoveredby  fa¬ 
miliar  and  pregnant  demonftratrons,  have  not  bin 
fucked  and  elaborated  ( like  the  Beejfo  much  out 
of3  either  the  peifon  of  fomes  dotages  and  uncer¬ 
tain  principles,  or  others  Fiorilege  and  Analctf  ,  as 
from  an  inward  teaching  of  the  mindes  heightning 
and  enlightning  by  an  invifible  and  vet  fenuble 
rious  emanation  of  light  Jr Hth,Godjnfelle&  mdlnftt- 
ligihle  objetfs.For  they  have  not  come  in  at  a  crevife 
or  hole  of  the  door3  or  opened  themfelves  by  little 
and  little,  and  entered  gradually  into  our  mind.fo  as 

that  wehave  conceived, meditated, and  found  them 

out  oneafter  another.  For  if  in  this  Difcoverj  one 
thing  after  another  had  cometo  our  knowledge  we 
(hould  have  eft eemed  the  whole  progrefle  to  be  the 
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enfeebled  and  veier-draven  induction.?  of  PLeafon,,  and 
phantafie  obtruded  in  the  fpeers  of  Intelligibilities. 

Laftly  we  have  one  thing  more  to  propound  and 
examine,  which  we  have  thought  worthy  a  general 
notice,  and  cannot  let  pasundifcovcred,that  is,the 
two  general  intenti  >ns  and  indications  of  healings 
promoted  and  abetted  by  th c/chools  and  mod  pra¬ 
ctitioners  \i\  Phyfjckinthe  whole  world,  namely, 
by  contrariety  and  fimility. Some  attempt  to  fcale  the 
Fort  royal  of  difeafes,and  rout  ahem  in  their  ftrong 
holds  per  contrary* ,  andfo  by  Contentions ,  ftrifesi 
iarrings  and  clajhings  endeavor  a  mutiny^ then  comes 
the  Crifts ,  as  they  call  it,  in  difeafes,  whereby 
judgement  is  given  of  the  vittor,  either  the  difeafe 
or  Nature  to  o’recome.  This  plaufihle  and  ftupid 
Dodrine,  which  will  .perl  wade  no  further  then  the 
lenity  of  beliefs  in  people  inclines  them,  eaftly 
pleafes  all,  who  are  prone  to  runne  into  the  way  of 
floth,  ancT  fycilly  induced  to  fubferibebyan  im- 
plicite  credulity  to  what  fir  ft  hath  chopt  into  their 
under  {landings,  and  poffefled  their  too  flexile  na- 
tures.  All  the  fchools  of  the  Chriftian  world  have 
taught  ana  fubferibed  to  this,  that  Contraries  have 
their  remedy  front  Contraries.  By  which  truly  every 
exceffe  ( marked  with  the  nomenclat  ion  of  a  difeafe  ) 
fhould  be  reduced  into  perfed  Jyntmetry .  As  if  a 
medicine  fhould  not  work  eTbyfically,  but  mechani¬ 
cally  ,  mathematically  or  demon (iratively  only. 

Whether  we  look  upon  fubftances,  or  only  Ac¬ 
cidents,  we  judge  there  is  no  contrarieties  bat  be¬ 
tween  irafcible  entities,  that  is, in  the  irafcible  facul- 
tyof (enf lives  ^  and  no  where  elfe.  Whence  per¬ 
haps  by  a  Metaphor  or  improper  Hyperbole ,  con- 

tran- 
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trariety  is  wreftedtoall  Individual*  in  the  world. 

When  I  take  meat  3I*iever  find  a  contrariety  in  my 
felfe,  nor  in  the  meats  :  but  if  quantity  or  quality 
offends  me 5  I  find  truly  a  deficiency  in  me  .*  but 
not  a  contrariety.  If  any  one  nau  feats  cheejejz  doth 
not  argue  a  contrariety  or  Antipathy $  but  a  feminal  ** 
difpofition  5  a  certain  noxious  thing  operating  . 

£ or3 becaufc  of  the  neceflary  yiciffitude  in  things^ 
it  hardly  can  be  admittible  to  call  every  or  any  no¬ 
xious  qualities  in  us,  hoftilities 9  and  enmities  of 
things.  Becaufe  in  Philofophy  we  muft  confine  to 
proper  fpeaking:  where  words  change  thefenfe, 
and  alter  the  edences  of  things  5  and  chiefly  when 
the  whole  Crap  of  healing  is  diflortedto  thede- 
ftruftion  of  Mankind.  For  the  fchools  reduce  all 
fanation  to  the  means  dtCentrariatien  in  their  vain 
and  ridiculous  Commentsof heat  and  Cold*  And  yet 
when  they  are  dafhed  upon  rocks  in  thefe  their  te¬ 
nures,  they  will  floop  to  concede  ,  that  heat  and 
Cold  may  d  wel  under  one  Roof,and  yet  not  as  con¬ 
trary  Guefts  or  Inmates.*  feeing  that  in  the  lead 
drop  or  frnalleft  Atom  of  fltnples3  heat  and  cold  may 
be  counted:  ns  in  Opium a  deep  cold ,  and  high 
heat  alfo  they  difcover  in  his  amaritude .  But  we 
have  in  our  Left ure  of faponr and  examination  of 
the  medicines  of  the  (hops,  when  wed  ifcourfed  of 
Opium,  difcovered,  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
fchools frcmf ipours,  was  ridiculous  and  fruitlcfie: 
becaufc  femn  ill 3 ndfpecifi c/Jacul c ies  by  the  fchools 
is  bafely  confounded  and  traduced  into  Element  all 
qualities.  For  cold  in  opium,  though  it  be  declared 
by  no  judgement  of  our  fenfes3  but  fuppofed  from 
its  effefts,  becaufe  they  have  ftrain’d  a  dormitive 
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feminahtyt in  a  ridiculous  dream  to  cold.  As  if  God 
whenhecaft  Adam  into  afletp,  bad  ftirrd  up  cold 
in  him:  And  as  if  after  dinner  a  notable  cold  in  us 
(hould  (leal  up  into  our  heads. 

To  what  hath  been  fa  id  of  Contraries, that  there  is 
no  intentions  in  Nature  or  contrariety  in  thofe  things 
in  whom  there  is  no  pretention  of  hatred  ,  variance # 
yiff.ory,  oxfuperiority  ,  we  add,  that  unity  is  not 
contrary  to  Duality.  Nor  upwards  to  downwards, 
nothigh  to  /any  nor  Eajt  to  IVetf  are  not  contrary. 
Nor  is  th?  right  ear  contrary  to  the  left ,  although 
opposite,  Nor  is  a  volatile  contrary  to  a  Reptile. 
For  the  fame  filk- worm  is  both.  Nor  is  Generation 
contrary  to  corruption.  So  likewife  neither  'great  is 
contrary  to  little., noy  Ilraighi  to  crooked-Whon  one 
&  the  fame  may  be  now  final]  now  greater  a  ight  Sz 
crooked,  Thefame  istobefaid  offweet  and  bitter, 
hard  and  foft;  heavy  and  light:  jharpe  and  blunt :  Coa¬ 
gulate  and  re  folved:  or  white  and  black.  The  like  is 
to  befaid  of  water  and fire;  Heat  and  cold,  which 
are  not  coni  rary.  This  the  lchools  own  'theorems  do 
defpife:  the  which  fo  often  as  they  lid  they  will 
notfollow.  Forinthef/tfjweand  maligoant  Feavgrs, 
they  adminifter  Treacle,  and  other  things  not  ob- 
fcurely  hot  ,  as  alfo  fudorifickj ,  the  indication  of 
heat  being  neglefted-  An  Ery  ftp  Has  alfo ,  of  all  Apo- 
jlems  moft  fiery  fas  they  fay)they  will  heal  by  put¬ 
ting  on  it  fomeofthe  bed  Aquavit#.  So  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  t  hefe  things  are  limit  able,  alt <  rab  \es  &  by  the-m- 
felves  not  regarded,  and  fo  not  fit  for  princi  pies  $  and 
therefore  no  contrariety  ,  hatred,  dtfcord ,warre^ 
flrlfe  of viUory  or  fuperiority  in  natural*  things  3but 
that  they  aft  without  intention  or  precognition  of 
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an  end  .-and  fo  although  there  be  vhilautie ,  Sympathy 
Antipat  by  ^  Eletho^yea,  and  a  kind oifenfe attri¬ 
buted  to  inanimate,  things:  yet  let  it  be  a  certain 
Analogy  faming^&thex'mejfecjs  and  caufes  ,  then  in 
thediredion  ofthe  creator, or  diftindion  ofends.* 
becaufe  that  they  are  deprived  of  proper  fenfe,e- 
ledion,  intention  of  ading,  and  precognition  of 
ends.*  The  fchools  therefore  and  Phyfitians  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  out  ofthe  way  who  will  admit  only  thofe 
as  remedies  of  dtfeafet9  which  by  a  hoftile  contrary 
property,  encounter  and  warreagainft  them,  as  if 
there  were  a  power  oifenfe  and  an  arbitrary  power 
of  Ele&ien  in  them. 

Others  go  more  amicably  to  work,  and  cure  dif- 
eafes  by  / imility .  Paracel] us  himfelfe  hath  too  effe¬ 

minately  {looped  to  this  opinion,  and  fates, that  all 
Sanation  muft  be  (hut  up  and  finifhed  by  afjimilation , 
admitting  fometime  otherwhiies  the  velitations 
and  tempefts  of  Contraries.  And  although  (imility 
doth  proximely  include  familiarity  0  and  facility  of 
reception  and  entertaining  the  remedy ,  union /«-. 
gtrejjt ,  and  penetration  by  realon  of  the  conformi¬ 
ty  of  the  Symbole;  yet  the  abettors  here  f  know 
not  that  thefe  are  not  Agents  fufficiently  indowed.nor 
capable  or  requifite  to  Sanation  :  but  occallonaU 
means,  externe,  or  medicines  procuring  favour  or 
help  :  fuch  as  is  the  purity  and fubtiltyofa  medi¬ 
cine.  Wherefore  we  conceive  that  a  medicine  pro¬ 
perly,  immediately  ,  and  efficiently  confifts  in  its 
competent  or  appropriate  liabilities':'  By  which  Na- 
,  tun  hands  upon  her  own  leg t  again,  and  -riles  from 
her  fall.  There  are  truly  natural  endowments,  fve- 
cifica  and  dot  at  which  differ  from  their Jmilitf,  And 

F  f  -  *  they 
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they  are  thofe  things  in  which  our  Archeus  finds  de  ¬ 
light.  As  for  example.  BuhSbia  or!  amine,is  as 
it  were  morbus  peracutus^  which  by  the  fufferance 
of  a  few  daies,crudly  kills.  Now  it  is  not  healed 
by  its  contrary,//;^, nor  by Jimility.  Neither  doth 

famine  accufe  or  declare  a  defeat  oibloud  being  ta¬ 
ken  away.  For  then  Dj  [enterics  and  vhlebotomy  or 
blond-letting  fhould  neceflariiy  make  us  hungry  ; 
But  in  famine  there  is  a  devaluation  ot  the  nutri¬ 
ment,  and  that  of  the  ftomack  it  feke,  not  by  the 
intenfe peptic!^ quality,  but  by  the  vigour  of  the  di- 
geftible ,  ejurine  and  depajcent  ierment.  For  as  often 
as  the  ferment  oftheifomack  is  welldiipofed,  not 
having  an  objeft  whereon  to  work  and  fate  its  ap¬ 
petite  it  confumes  the  proper  aliment  of  the  ho-. 
mack/  Famine  therefore  fuperfedcs  from  racing, 
andhathhisf«ic/^e/?5by  meat',  not  as  it’s  contrary, 
totheferment,  nor  that  itisliketothc  fame;  but 
becaufe  it  is  an  appropriate  remedy.  The  like  is  in 
the  healingof all  difeafes  whatfoever,  namely9there 
is  required  an  adequation  of  the  remedy  to  the  in- 
difpofition  of  the  Archeus ,  and  taking  away  the  oc- 
cafional  caufe.  Which  appropriate  conveniency 
of  the  remedy  or  the  dofe,  prefuppofes  a  proporti¬ 
on  as  well  in  the  degree,  as  quantity,  as  alfo  adap¬ 
tation  and  application,  with  a  fpecifick  adequation 
of  conformity.  Thus  farre  alfo  it  includes  an  in¬ 
dication  and  cognition  of  the  end;  the  habitude 
and  exigency  of  ourfaculties  and  the  accord  of  them 
with  theremedy,  in  which  again  the  dofe  is  fuppo- 
fed.  For  fo  remedies  would  not  only  refpond  to 
theparity  ofobje&s,  but  alfo  to  the  determinations 

©f  the  ferments.  _  f 
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Others  there  are  again  who  think  to  mike  medicine 
out  of  the  Chymifls  Ternary  of  new  principles.  Sal, 
Sulphur  and  Mercury  $  and  thereby  think  themlelves 
Natures  Zanies  and  imitators.  To  this  do  many  of 
this Age  fubferibe :  butitis  to  be  wifhed  that  they 
did  know  otherwife,  and  might  come  to  learn  that 
digeftion  of  Nature  never  tends  to  thofe  three  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  that  we  never  are  nourished  by  them : 
but  with  one  oncly  and  the  fame  congenerous  or 
confimilar  liquor,  whereby  we  confifi:  and  have  our 
Individnum  entirely  preferved.  Many  things  by 
their  firft  bullition  depone  their  priftine  vertues. 
For  fo  A f arum  of  a  vomitive  evades  into  a  diuretic 
And  for  the  moft  part  the  uni  forte  and  fpccifick  pro¬ 
priety  of  a  thing  is  defl:royed,by  running  divifion 
into  thofe  three  principles.  For  although  they 
will  keep  feme  of  the  Crafts  of  the  Cimcrete :  yet  not- 
witftandingthey  are  new  created  things,brought  to 
pafle  by  fire.  For  to  fpeak  feverely  and  truly,  the 
common  Chymiftry  ofthisday5isnot prodti&io  rei  no - 
va,  but  an  alteration  or  transmutation  by  an  exo¬ 
tick  motor.  .  - 

Happy  fure  was  he  con  (fell  a  ted,  wh6  knew  how 
to  take  away  difeafes  both  fafely  and  readily  on  the 
fhouldersofrrwJe  Jimples .  For  it  is  the  primitive 
method  of  healing  noted  in  feripture.  That  the 
Higheft  had  created  medicine  out  of  the  Earth* 
Truly,as  the Spagyric £art  draws  forth  Sc  invigorates 
many  things  with  a  degree  of  a  greater  and  higher 
energy ,  inafmuch  as  it  excites  a  new  ens :  fo  on  the 
other  fide  again  it  doth  debilitate  many  things  by  a 
privie  and  infenfible  fuffuration.  It*s  a  bold  at¬ 
tempt  to  aecufe  nature  of  fluggifhnede,  dulnefle 

F  f  2  and 


'  *  *  *  .-‘w- 

220  M at&otecbnia  Medicine, 

1  w  \  *  *  '  '  ’  V  dL. 

and  imperfe&ion,  whoibcverfuppofesfhecan  per¬ 
fect  nothing  without  Vyrtrgy.  Let  the  femtnation 
of  things  bear  teftifi  cation  to  this*  For  in  vegeta¬ 
ble  productions  there  are  forne  things  which  fpring 
up  of  them  f  elves.  Such  is  the  propriety  of  plants, 
which  multiply  within  themfelves  and  have  no 
f exit  all  diftinguifhments,  but  the  po  wer  of  the f pe¬ 
des  contained  in  their  tfvd\v'tdu&\ftw$  mirths  and 
produ&tvns :  according  to  the  Law  of  t  he  CreatioT^ 
Gen.  i .  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grafts  the  herb  yield - 
ingfeecf  and  the tree  yielding  fruit  ,  whojefeed  is  in  it 
fclfe.  Which  is  indeed  the  natural  way  of  plants  : 
but  fome  there  are,  which  want paion  an eioccatory 
operations.  But  yet  their  potestative'  mhsnmtes 
which  proximely  and  immediately  dwell  in  the  bo- 
fiome  of  Nature,  do  emit  their  vertues  by  an  ewa- 
native  and  influential  manner,  nor  will  they  wil¬ 
lingly  conform  e  and  fubmitto  the  Tyranny  of  fire. 
But  thofe  which  are  not  immediately  in  the  formes 
of  the  jimple  in  its  Individmm ,  but  of  the  heterogene 
parts:  are  very  often  more  dilucidate  in  their  ab- 
flrafted  part.  F or  fo  Mace,  Turpentine  and  Afjgara- 
gus,  do  delineate  and  deferibe  their/y^W?  in  the 
piffe  excreted.  But  the  powers  which  do  rife  out 
of  things  by  fire,altho  ugh  they  may  owe  fomtthing 
to  their  concrete,  as  pledges  and  tokens  of  that  Fa¬ 
mily.*  but  yet  truly  they  arc  new  and  tratifplanted 
germinations,  and  commonly  the  vajfals  of  another 
Monarchy.  We  have  alwaies  greatly  efteemed  the 
deftination  of  God  in  the  vertues  and  gifts  oi  fim- 
ples :  forafmnch  as  he  hath  endowed  them  with  ex¬ 
cellent  qualifications,  natural,  fpecifick  and  gifted 
to  a  u  end,  without  contrariety  or  jimlity.  Yet  in 
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this  Panegymk  of 'fimplesjnc  do  not  vilifie,or  detraft 
from  the  due  Tpwi&y of  Pyrotcchny :  but  well  ferves 
onely  for  a  led  tire  to  thofe,  who  admit  nothing  but 
thofe  thteeprmcipl'es ,-as  they  are  plcafed  to  opinion. 

But  when  a  difeafe  hath  all  ready  entered  the  bor-  293 
dersof  life,  and  hath  rifen  to  fome  height,  almoft 
feen  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and  is  marched  up  to 
the  walls  ofthepallace  of  vitality,  and  hath  almoft 
fatally  foiled  Nature,  then  there  is  required  higher 
medicines,  of  a  more  noble  F.ntelechie  then  thofe 
which  Nature  producer h  of  her  own  accord  ,  and 
then  thePhyfitian  will  knowthat  he  needs  a  great¬ 
er  light  ther/what  Galen  and  the  fchoolshave  bea¬ 
coned  up  unto  him.  And  to  fpeak  freely  what  can¬ 
not  be  concealed 3  and  will  daily  break  out  more 
and  more,  all  this  is  tobe  accomplifhed  by  the  exa& 
benefitand  exquiftte  operations  of  pyrotechny. Con¬ 
cerning  whtcji  we  cannot  but  ingenioufly  confeftb 
that at  how  begicsto  be  looked  into}  great  capaci¬ 
ties  that  01  e  cenftellated  to  be  fomething  more  then 
ordinary  ,b*-  g  wearied  out  of  the  old  fruitlefle  uri- 
fuc  cefteHdl  wa  v,  V  ct  two  forts  of  people  we  finde 

are  culpable  ot  Hyperbolical!  dev iations.  One  in  their  299 

Encomiums  of  ChymicaH preparations  attributing  too 
much  we  fear,  more  -hsn  they  pofiefTe:  the  other, 
we  know,  lefte  then  they  defer  ve.  A  degree  be¬ 
yond  the  latter  goes  a  fort,  who  r^ilej  revile  and 
fpe  k  evill  ofthofe  things  they  know  not.  For  in 
that'  thing,  wherein  they  deny  the  verity  of  the 
fcience,  they  manifeft  that  they  are  ignorant  of  it. 
others  again  in  a  pannick  fear,  bin  more  friendly, yet  300 

equally  ridiculous,  fay, that  chymic  :  medicaments 
are  not  without  empyreuma:  that  ttiey  arf  hot, virulent, 

Ff  3  and 
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and  but  little  ufed,  and  lefle  fafe.  Secondly,  that  they 
are  bafely  fophifticated,  and  Adulterated  by  Chy- 
mils  iaithlelle  felves,  and  carelefle  fervants*  Third- 
1  y.  That  they  are  virulent  medicines ,  powerfully  pot- 
jonom ,  and  very  dangerous.  That  they  muft  ei¬ 
ther  cure  or  kill,  and  therefore defperate  remedies: 
and  w  ith  this  face  obtrude  their  pufillanimous  and 
untrue  notions  and  Mol  as  or  falle  conceptions  on  the 
vulgar . 

301  To  the  fit  ft  we  fhall  briefly  fay,  that  we  believe 
the  refentment  of  the  powerfull  vertues  and  exqui- 
fite  operations  of  Spagyrick^  remedies,  is  a  fore  tem¬ 
ptation  upon  them  tp  make  many  a  voyage  beyond 
the  JEquinotf  tab  Vmeof  Prut  h3  to  fetch  Apes  and  pea¬ 
cocks  b  which  makes  them  fo  contentto  gather  the 
flubbleoffalfities3  to  make  their  brick  withal J.  It 
is  not  therefore  true,  that  aliC’/y/m^medicines 
are  prepared  by  the  ftrongeft  degreeofyw.  For 
oftentimes  but  a  gentle  breath  iv  felt, and  hornet  jmes 
fcarce  diftinguilhable.  But  to  this  Galen  himfelf 
will  anfwer,  who  teaches  that  by  a  ftrengfiremoft 
medicines  do  depone  all  their  acrimony  ^mordacity . 
And  beyond  all  doubt,  and  by  common  experience 
it  appears.,  thatby  this  Spagyrick  art  the  ficrceft  me¬ 
dicines  are  tamed,  and  by  it  medicines  that  are  o- 
therwife  poifenous,  their  deletory  parts  being  ta¬ 
ken  away  ,are  tranfmuted  into  Cardiacall.  More¬ 
over  though  the  eflences  of  vegetables  and  aroma- 
ticks  are  hot :  yet  their  volatile  falls  (  which  few 

3 02  have  feen  )  are  temperate,  fo  that  if  thou  knoweft 

to  tranfmute^ile  of  Cynnamon 3  Cloves,  Lavender 
&c.  into  a  volatile  fait,  you  have  then  attained  a 
temperate  ^d/f/»r5efFeding  as  much  as  can  beho- 
*  4  '  ped 
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ped  for  from  thofe ftmples ,  in  an  old  vertigo,  palpita¬ 
tion,  Apoplexie ,  a:#d  the  like.  As  for  example.  If 
oile  ofCynnamon ,  &c,  be  mingled  with  his  alkaalfalt , 
and  progrefling  by  a  moft  artificial  and  occult  circu¬ 
lation  for  three  moncths  without  any  water,  till 
the  whole  be  changed  into  a  volatile  fait,  you  have 
then  a  real  temperate  medicine  of  a  great  value  5 
and  then  it  will  truly  tranflatetheeflence  of  its  Am¬ 
ple  into  us,  and  bear  it  into  our  firft  conftitutive 
principles.  Verily  the  admirable  powers  of  moft 
excellent  things  cry  aloud  to  heaven,  as  if  they  had 
come  in  vain  ^  when  there  is  lcarce  any  man  can  e- 
mancipate  them  from  their  fetters,  and  loofen  their 
bonds,  and  free  them  into  a  jubilee  of  liberty  to  aft, 
and  pay  that  benevolence  which  they  owe  unto  mor¬ 
tally  And  to  conclude  this  objection  the  Contri¬ 
vers  may  be  compared  to  the  F^that  defpifed  the 
grapes  for  their  fonrenejfe,  when  in  Truth  they 
hung  too  high  for  him ,  and  fo  were  out  of  his 
reach. 

Tothcfecond,  that  they  avefophifticated  and  a- 
dulterated,  we  reply.  That  we  have  to  do  with 
things  and  not  words:  wehave  to  do  with  medi¬ 
cines,  and  not  with  things  nothing  related  t  o  an  ex¬ 
pert  Artift  5  with  their  right  preparations,  not  fo- 
phifticated  or  caielefle  preparation.  Shall  the  abufe 
of  a  thing  take  away  the  ufe?  And  to  come  nearer 
to  themfelves,  what  greater  cofcnage  and  fo- 
phiftication  is  there  in  their  magnified  Cardiacall 
ftone  of  Bezoar  ?  W ill  they  therefore  not  ufe  it  at  all > 
Weconfefle  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  there 
is  much  bafenefle  and  f  raud  ufed  in  thecommon  Chy- 
tnitfry  of  the  (hops.  F  pr  it  is  certain  that  fraud  is 
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the adjuntt,  audisalwaies  conne&ed  to  gain,  and 
fo  to  the  adulteration  of  medicines.  But  how 
this  does  fquare  to  the  typrob m  of  Chymiiis  and 
their  remedies 3  we  leave  to  the  decifion  of  impartial 
and  ingenious  heads.  :  ^ 

It  is  no  great  thing  to  deceive  the  ignorant  in 
things  which  themfelve*  profeffeto  be  unskilful  in. 

3°3  Yea,  thofe  gentle  things  which  their  demure  mo- 
cleflies  dare  clofe  with,  as  their  effentiall oyles^ which 
are  fold  for  a  deer  price,  are  all  and  every  oneof 
them  adulterated  :  if  nine  parts  o foyle  of  Almonds 
bemixedto  one  part  ofth QeJJentiall^oyle6  theexpe- 
riment  is  eafily  made.  For  caft  it  into  a  fpoonfull 
or  more  c£Aqm»vit£9  and  v.  hatioever  fwims  a  top, 
is  of  the  cjjentiall  oyle  j,  but  the  reft  Amygdaline-  And 
this  more  fafely  and  dearly  may  be  made  manifeft, 
if  you  experiment  it  in  Balnea.  Oyle  of  Sulphur  is 
halfe  rain  water.'But  the  acid  i&ctfer  of  vitriol^ wholly 
a  cheat.  Which  with  a  '{qttple  examination  in  Balneo 
will  prefently  appear  ,that  Icatce  the  fixth  part  is 
pure.  And  thus  many  more  medicines  which  are 
gotten  into  familiar  acquaintance  now  with  Galenic 
czdPhy  fit  fans,  and  are  conmonly  ufedand  preferi- 
bed,  may  in  time  when  the  spagyrieg  art  fball  come 
to  be  refined  and  fublimed,  appear  very  ridiculous 
and  worthy  their  blufhes,  being  fuch  as  they  will  be 
afhamed  to  own.  This  then  may  ferve  to  wipe  a- 
way  that  dirt  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  caft 
on  the  lovely  fr.eeol  Chymifiry ,  and  conclude  this 
objeUion^  defi'ring  them  to  take  notice  that  dogs 
bark  not  atthe  [pots,  but  light o£ the  w con. 

To  the  3d. That  they  are  virulent  medicines. powe r- 
fully  poifonoas,as  appears  by  the  fma.l  dofc  or  quan¬ 
tity 


T be  ‘vanity  oj  the  craft  ofVbyficf^. 

tity  given  .-That  they  eitherkillorcure,  therefore 
delperate  remedies we  reply,  that  thefe  things 
proceed  from  then- ignorance  in  this  art,  and' the 
profumption  and  audaciottjneffe  offome knaves  who 
ufconiy  moft  vehement  tilings,  and  prepared  with 
a  prepofterous  operation.  But  this  doth  verify 
that  Adage,  that  knowledge  hath  no  other  enemy 
but  the  ignorant*,  which  is  manifeft  by  this,  that 
thefe  Corro  fives  and  manifefl:poifons,by  Art  may  be¬ 
come  Tweeter  then  fugar..  Moreover  their  own 
fepticall  and  efckaroticali  medicines,  their  Plant n?uta 
Crowfoot ,  fmallage ,  See.  do  lay  down  their  vejtcal 
^quality  by  dijlillation ,  as  any  vitriol  vegetable 
as  juice  otcitrons  its  acidity ,and  water  pepper  its  acri¬ 
mony.  Nor  doth  it  avail  any  thing  to  fay  that  chy- 
rnickynedicines  areadminiftred  in  a  fmall  dole.  For 
that  doth  not  accufe  its  vitulency but  declares  its 
high  entelechie  of  a&ing  3  and  that  they  are  more  fa¬ 
miliar  and  friendly  to  Nature.  Befides  it  is  more 
familiar  to  thofe  Phyfttians  that  are  called  Ode-, 
vied,  who  follow  the  old  doftrine  and  waytoufe 
thofe  ftrong  medicines ,  which  the  chyndfls  bring 
feldome  intoufe,  at  leaflthey  better  prepare  them, 
A  nd  which  is  a  thing  very  obferveable  ,  in  the 
common  and  allowed  way  of  Phy/ic^t'thh  day, the 
fink  and  feumme  of  the  worId,the  very  draff of  men 
and  women ;  all  of  all  forts,  humours,  ji  and 

St&lpnytymi  tphoT?^  Bjud^vld tconidn'^  or  any  that 
have  the  impudence  dares  boldly  ru(h  intotheG.i/c- 
necallway  of  rhjflck.,  without  controul.-  direplav 
with  and  dandle  the  lives  of  men  and  women  in 
their  hands  .-and  unto  fohlgh  a  pitch  of  impudence 
havethey  flown,  that  they  dare  build  their  nells 

°  g  in 
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in  Cd ledges  Turret andufe  their  higheft  ntedi* 
cints ,  and  plead  prefer/ Cuftowe  and  prefent 
pradtiie  of  the  moil  emiuent  Fhyfitians :  which  yet 
they  dare  not  fore,  nor  fo  much  as  hover  about  the 
Air  wh  ere  chymicf-prepa i*ations  breath.’  it  being  too 
high  a  region  and  the  te?ith fphere  above  their  wild 
Ajircncmy.  And  in  a  word  we  verily  beleeve,  and 
have  fome  reafons  for  it,.  that  dome  raft]  unadvil'ed 
ignorant  pretender  hath  been  toobufiein  tampering 
with  chymicf  medicines^  and  like  the  fly  n bout  the 
flame  of  the  candle,  have  burnt  their  Angers,  and 
fo  like  the  Beggar,  that  becaufe  the  lleve  deceived 
him,  would  not  truft  hi^  dilh  with  his  drink'  any 
more,  they  inveigh  againft  the  powcrfullcit  and 
iureit  remedies  of  Nature. 

Thus  have  we  at  la  ft  digefted  our  thoughts, and 
drawn  our  hints,  and  th ^impetus  ofout  inclinatb 
ens  toa  period,  wherein  if  our  weak  performan^ 
ccs  afford  no  fatiffa&ion  unto  others,  I  hopeour 
well  meaning,  attempts  and  eflaies  will  be  adjudged 
laudable,&:  fhall  not  bring  any  condemnation  upon 
our  felves^//  ncndtiudaturjamen  excujatur .  Swarmes 
thereare  of  many  other  things,  in  which  wecould 
enlarge,  if  we  were  willing,  and  thought  it  wor¬ 
thy  our  pens  taking  notice  and  runne  over  the 
whole  Rabble  5  errors  fo  obvious  as  needs  no  Can¬ 
dle,  that  cannot  deceive  a  mean  capacity ,  nor 
needs  not  the  Collyrium  of  Albertos,  nor  no  Arpuf 
to  defery  them  .*  fomeofthe  chief  of  which  our  in- 
duftry  may  collefr,and  in  the  futurities  of  our  pet- 
formancesampliate  anddilucidate :  but  others  a- 
gain,and  efpecially  now, we  fhall  . not  difparage  our 
Reader  fo  much  as  to  mention  them.3  much  more 

we 
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wefball forbear  the  enquiric  into,  and  dilpute  of 
them,  lea  ft  we  fhouldfoave  no  defence  left  us  from 
feeming  to  challenge  him  ofmoft  impoftible  igno¬ 
rance,  and  our  felfeof  as  palpable  pride  and  pre- 
fumption. 

It  hath  fomewhat  whet  our  thoughts  to  conftder 
what/^r/c^others  havealready  rear'd.-for  fomethat 
have  gone  before  us.have  been  diligent  im the  explo¬ 
ration  not  onlyo f vulgar  errors  (as  our  own  Couatry 
man  Doftor  Brown;  jbut  medical  ones;as  the  Lent  onto  If 
Jacobus  Pn/urofeus^ndthe  Belgick  Belmont  $  but  the 
moftofothir  writers  havedealt  with  us  either  like 
part  of  Gideons  mentor  as  a  Dog  touches  Nilus.  But 
Jeaft  this  our  imprefle  fhould.be  fu-fpe&ed  of  novelty 
by  thofe  who  fmell  ranks  of  vfot  quity^  and  as  for 
fuch  who  lift  them felves  underhand  follow  Author i- 
fy,.  which  to  ftronger  heads  Tejlimony  is  but  a  weak 
kinde  of  proofs,  and  onely  accommodate  to  junior 
indo&rinations,  it  being  but  a  topical!  probation, 
and  an  argument  in  rightly  termed  inariificu 
4h  find  doth  not  fo] idly  fetch  the  truth  by  multi¬ 
plicity  of  Authors,  nor  argue  a  thing  falfeby  the 
paucity  that  hold  fo^  yet  we  will  fay  thus  much',  if 
they  be  fuch  who  lift  not  to  be  malicious,  but  will 
be  fo  ingenious  as  to  do  fo  much  right  to  their  own 
underftandings  to  take  notice,  may  finds,  or  hear 
relafed  to  them,  that  the  thqughts.ofwifeft  heads, 
and  hearts  nolefte  reverend  for  devotion,  have 
ten  ded  this  way,  and  contributed  their  lot  in  fo  me 
good meajure  towardsthis  which  hath  beenurgedfor: 
whohaye  loudly  fighed  and  groaned  ^amd  we  do  but 
now  make  them  articulatcj  for  the  errors,  abufes, 
fup  inkies,  and  deplorable  cisHeliierl  ’not  couched, 
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but  embody ed  in  the  ftupendousbulkofthe  tttecti- 
cull  Art  ^  with  the  defires  ank  Preftiires  for  afpeedy 
and  thorow  reformation  y  and  Wo  that  theft  Ad- 
vifoes -which  we  here  bring  have  bin  favoured ,  and 
by  fome  of  thole  affirmed,  who  in  their  time  were 
ablet©  carry  what  they  delivered,  had  they  urged 
it,  through  all  Chrlftendomp,  or  to  have  left  it 
fuch  a  credit  with  all  good  men,  as  they  who  could, 
not  boldly  ufeit,  would  have  fear’d  to  cerifure  it. 
But  the  ocuUr  teffimonies  ofourprefent  times,  in 
the  unfucceflefullnefle  in  this  mtdicall  profellion 
will  clearly  evince  againftaihhe  clamours,  though' 
of  thegenerallpart  of  the  whole*  Nation.*  and  fee¬ 
ing  it  favours  of  pcdanter y  5  and  withall  we  h  ive 
feathering  here  and  there  in  our  progreffc  nominat¬ 
ed  fome  5  and  knowing  that  if  all  the  Teflt  monies 
in  the  world  were  brought,  yet  theft  things  would 
notbe  redreifed,  andthis  would  be’no  way  capable 
ofreducing  the  precipitancy  and  obftinacy  of  the 
vulgar^ we  omit  to  declare  them.  Henceforth  then 
let  them  who  condemne  the  affertion  of  this  book 
fornewandprepofterous,  beforry,  left  while  they 
think  to  be  ofthe  graver  fort,  and  take  on  them  to 
b  QDo&ors^  they  prove  but  Cy  mb  alls  y  and  expofo 
themfelves  rather  to  be  pledg’d  up  and  down  by 
men  who  intimately  know  them,  to  the  difeovery 
and  contempt  of  their  ignorance  and  prefumpti- 

Having  now  attended  that  which  was  comprifed 
3°5  in  our  thoughts,  with  a  diligence  not  droufie,  we 
fhallnowcometoour  prayef  and  defires,  and  fix 
we  hope  with  fome  advantage  5  and  by  a  fhort  view 

backward  gather  up  the  ground,  and  fumme  up  the 
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(length  wehave  into  one  main  body,  with  that 
organickfovce0  that  t’2e  yn/rtijfiss  confidered  proff¬ 
ers  us.  Henceforth  therefore  let  it  be  confidered 
nay  rather  let  it  no  longer  be  confidered  (for  in  re 
t(tt»  juft  a  non  eft  deliberandum:)  feeing  the  longer  we 
travel  from  the  firft  point  or  beginning  of  error ^  we 
(hall  in  futuritielfear  come  to  the  largeft  latitude 
or  diftance  from  the  JEquator  of  truth,  andbefo  to¬ 
tally  orewhelmed  and doft  in  its  diffemination,  un¬ 
to  difcompofure  into  error  itfelfe.  What  fha’l  we 
do  then.*?  the  fchools  in  a  cold fpafme  of  fcruple, 
continue  ignorant  of  the  cattfes0  ignorant  of  the  re¬ 
medies,  and  wavering  twixt  negligence  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  fufpend  all  farther  enquiry,  fnoring  in  the 
Lethargy  of  their  idlenefle  like  drones  in  the  hive  of 
tfieir  pedantic^  Brother- hoods  ^  contra&ed  by 
the  opium  o{&  warme  fellowfhip  and  their  prefent 
Revenues  whereupon  they  now  forfeit,  where¬ 
by  they  are  at  Hercules  FiUars  ,  and  thereby  have 
choaked  abundance  of  adive  Induftries,  and  foules 
more  to  wardly  and  capable  are  kept  out.  Shall  we 
therefore  fit  ft  ill,  and  expedthat  thofe  in  whofe 
hands  the  keyes  ot  the  Temple  of  knowledge  is 
{hould  quietly  religne  them  up,  or  new  mould  it 
themfelves,  orfomefine  chance  (hould  do  it  to  our 
hands.1?  no, but  let  us  wait  early  and  late  at  the  door 
of  Authority,and  move  them  again  and  again  for  an 
affiftanccto  this  undertaking,  to  fcatter  thofe  miffs 
and  clouds  of  vapours  that  have  infefted ,  eclipfed 
andorewhelmed  the  Horizon  of  learning  5  that  its 
old  hoarie  and  defpifed  head  may  be  railed  up  again 
by  that  Arme  that  hath  upheld  and  ftoutly  main¬ 
tained  our  liberties,  worthy  of  praifes  that  (hall 
outlive  time.  Gg  5  ‘  Its 
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Its  our  fober  utinam  therefore  and  we  would  ob  - 
taia,  that  there  may  be  a  through  and  earl)  plow¬ 
ing  up  the  fallow  ground  of  the  univerflties,that  (he 
may  be  laboriously  rummig’d  in  her  ftupendous 
bulk  ofblinde  learning,  and  her  rubbilh  caftout, 
and  no  longer  be  a  Quagmire  of  pittifullearned  idle¬ 
ness  ferve  for  no  nobler  end  then  to  nurture  a  few 
ra^7  ftriplings5come  out  of  fomemiferable  countrie 
fchool ,  with  a  few  fhreds  of bating  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  frothy  leisures  and  muttimgs  over  a  few 
ftolneimpeninencies  &:  wrackt  deputations  or  in- 
duftrious  fcoldings  and  bawlings  of  a  few  yongfter 
Tedantick^  whole  teeth  are  as  long  as  their  beards, 
and  underhand  ings  as  Tvier-arawn  as  their  ft  rutting 
bodies, who  underhand  that  which  they  profile  as 
litrieasany  thing  elfe,&know  afmuch  oh  hat  they 
coldly  deliver  and  mumble  over,  as  their  pit  pills  9 
or  as  Qoriats  horfe  l.is  matters  greek  and 
perhaps  no  more,  though  in  harder  words,  then 
the pofhlared principles  of  Nature,born  with  us,  and 
what  they  had  heard  their  mothers  talk  by  the  fire-, 
fide  at  home  in  a  Chimney -Cor tier  Le&ttre>  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  no  finer  fpun  then  their  Knffet-grey.  That  a 
fair  profpefr  maybe  taken  of  the  wholeLandfcap 
° Wfylfck,  both  iri  the  dry  ground  of  it, the  vain J}e- 
culative  part  or  Theory ,  overgrown  with  thornes 
and  brambles  5  and  as  large  in  the  moorifh  andfen- 
riifh  part  of  it,  the  praUick^  $  that  thofe  part  s  of  it 
which  have  not  been  juttly  meafured,  nor  indeed 
icarce  y  ct  difcovered,as  the  T err  a  incognita  of  cbymi- 
firie^  which  in  the  known  fmal  fpot  and  portion  of 
it  ,  and  habitable  part  ,  lies  uncultivated  and  un¬ 
manured,  may  beall  taken  in,  not  into  particular 
inclofuresjbut  levelled  info  the  open  common  of 
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experience  and  rea'U  truth,  may  be  adjoyned  to  the 
large  field  and  continent  of  knowledge,  and  have 
Nature  in  h^r  large!!:  latitude  for  its  m  ndian. 

That  they  may  makeof  this  ill-favour  cdMedufa 
with  her  Trefies  full  of  Adder- 5ma  barren  wilder 
nefle,  a  fair  Damofel.  That  vve  may  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  more  rational!  wayes  of  healing/  and  that 
it  may  be  brought  to  thofc  few  rules  and  fureasa- 
fore- 

That  there  may  be  a  luxuriant  farming  of  expe¬ 
riments^  a  review  of  the  old  experiments' and  tra, 
ditions,  which  have  gul’d  fo  many  junior  beliefs, 
and  ferve  for  nothing  but  to  make  and  fill  the  world 
with  impudent  and  deferable  quae kj»  Alfb  that 
the  Body  ofPhyfick  may  beftudded  and  embofied 
(not  as  jewels  and  pendants  to  hang  in  her  ear)  with 
new  acquefts  and  experiences.  That  they  may 
take  care  and  be  intent  to  find  out  medi¬ 
cine  that  toil  be  grand  and  univerfal  Arcana  s, 
magnaha  Dei ,  '  that  toll  be  fo  homogene ,  ejfentia  U 
and  Jpecifick^  to  ti  e  Centre  of  difeafer ,  where  they 
firft  take  up  quarters  ,wherenhe  immediate  caufe 
lodges,  where  the  neft  is,  the  fountain  and  original 
of  all  vital  faculties  and  actions  whatfoever,  that 
toll  co n ferve,  prefer ve,  plant  and  buildup  the  life, 
in  that  fountain  of  life,  no  lefle  the  Author  of 

death  and  difeafes,as  of  health.Surely  medicine  is  not 
a  naked  word3the  very  word  is  riot  idle  here:  a  meer 
word  without  a  fenfe,  much  lefle  a  fallacious  word, 
fignifying  contrary  to  what  ic  pretends :  but  faith¬ 
fully  fignifies  heahfig,  not  by  the  cBance-meclly  of 
fortune,  accident  and  Natures  works  nor  by  contra¬ 
riety  or  fiwdity.  Therefore  that  fuch  medicines 

may  - 
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may  be  found  out  andpfepared  as  are  fpecificl and  fuch  fure 
cardf3  that  they  may  never  leave 'Aem,  hut  play  their  parts 
fofurely,  a?  they  may  bring  glory  to  God,  honour  to 
themfelves,and  good  to  their  patients.For  it  is  not  enough, 
nor  is  there  any  fuch  thing,  as  to  chalk  out  the  way,  and 
fay  to  a  medicine,  go  thou  co  fuch  a  vein,or  to  this  or  that 
place:  but  a  Phyfitian  fliouldbe  fo  ably  and  generally  tjua- 
lifted,  that  his  medicine  may  be  fure  to  eradicate  the  dii- 
e  ife,  and  refpeft  the  proper  Arcbeus  of  Nature,  and  the  in¬ 
tricate  femanalities  or  roots  of  the  difeafes  &  not  the  race- 
mations  or  p roduds.  And  it  Ihould  be  the  whole  ftudy  oi 
the  Phyfithn  to  finde  out  remedies, with  which  all  difeafes 
(ccundum  loc>  and  fecundutn  genera  (that  is  of  that :  which,  he 
hath  to  deal  with)  may  be  of  one  value, and  the  fame  price: 
andnottodire&his.fiudyand  intentions  to  things  that 
come  afterwards, or  the  alterations  in  the  Arcbcur} or  S;m- 
ptmes  concomitant.  For  in  dileafes  all  things  depend  up¬ 
on  an  occafionallcaufc  inoculated  in  thefeildotlite:be~ 
caufe  difeafes  h?«»e  not  in  themfelvcs  an  eflentiall  radici- 
ty  of  pernianencie  and  (lability ,  as  other  entitle  t  ha\e, 
which  abide  and  fublift  in  their  j emivaliiies. 

And  finally  to  conclude,  that  cur  Reafen  like  Sohmm 
vertuous  woman  may  fet  ail  her  maidens  at  work,  about 
this  laudable  attempt  and  define,  andnottomake  iome 
fleps  but  go  thorough  flitch  to  the  journeys  end,  that  our 
knowledge  may  thrive  by  exerciie,  as  well  as  our  limbes 
and  complexions,  that  lb  although  we  cannot  attain  un¬ 
to  perfection, yet  that  we  may  come  cothofe  things  molt 
probable. We  fear  tobe  more  elaborate  in  fuch  a  perfpicuity 
asthis  left  we  fhould  feem  not  to  informe:but  to  upbraid  the 
dulnefleof  an  age ;  this  only,  and  not  the  want  ot  more 
to  fay  ,is  the  limit  of  our  difeourfe.  ■; 
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